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Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, zo 
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HY wasI made a Man, to en- 
dure theſe Cruel Agonies, of 
which no other Species of 
known Beings can poſſibly be 

Capable> Or why, at leaſt, was I particu- 
larly Form'd of ſuch a Conſtitution, as to 
B attract 
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attract the Evils which are ſcatter'd up and 
down the World, and Piecce-Meal drop'd on 
the Nativities of other Mortal Men ; whilſt 
I alone am made the Common Sink of Hu- 
mane Miſery? Surely my partial Horoſcope 
Monopoliz'd the moſt envenom'd Aſpects of 
the Stars, without partaking of the leaſt 
Benigne and Favourible Glance. The Pla- 
nets had laid up an Ancient deep Reſerve of 
Fatal Tfluences, which they pour'd out at 
large upon the very Moment of my Birth. 
Nor cou'd the Caretul Aidwife with all her 
Skill and Charms, defend my tender, duGtile, 
reeking Body, from the Invihble Cataratts 
which flow'd vpon me from all the Envi- 
ous Signs and Conſtellations in Heaven. 

My whole Life has been but One conti- 
nu'd T:zagedy, wherein the Various Change 
of Scenes has not relievd me from the 
- Leaſt Real Evil hid behind, but only a- 
muz'd my Senfe with ſome New Pageantry, 
ſome Fair 1aea of Honour, Pleaſure or Pro- 
fit; When before the ACT was done, I 
found my ſelf cajol'd, and over-whelm'd in 
Freſh Calamities; Misfortunes which I never 


dream 't of. 
Oh! thae th' Omnipotent, when from E- 


, 


ternal lent Thought, he drew th' 1dea's of | 
every Species, and every Individual Berrg, |, 


which he defign'd for Actual Exiſtence in 
the World, had Form'd me for a Tree, an 
HerD, a Blade of Grafs, a Stone, a Muſh- 
room, or any Infenfible Thing, Incapable of 
Pleaſure or Pain, of Grief or Joy or other 


þ 


Pailions, 
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Paſſions, which hourly thus torment our 
Humane Race ; I had been then a Happy 
Neuter to all falſe Shews of Happineſs, and 
Real Senſe of Miſery. Oh! that I'd been an 
Oak,a Beech, a Palm,or Cypreſs of the Foreſt : 
For then, it Vegetables have any Feeling of 
their own State, I ſhou'd be only touch'd 
with ſecret Pleaſure, when the Gentle Winds 
ſhou'd play among my Amorous Branches, 
and teach my wanton Leaves, to dance the 
Meaſures of Young Harmleſs Love; Or when 
I felt the ſeaſonable Rain diſtilling on my 
wither'd Bark, and from thence {liding to 
my thirſty Roots; Or when Great Phoabas 
prints warm vigorous Kiſſes on my Cheeks 
and Neck- But if this be too proud a 
Thought, I wiſh I'd only been ſome Hum- 
ble Shrub, ſome Pigmy Plant, ſome Vege- 
table Dwarf, a Page unto the Mighty Trees, 
ſubliſting on the Drops and Fragments of 
their larger Banquets, meekly cringing at 
their Feet ; whilſt I ſtood fafe and free from 
Storms, under the Shade of their extended 
Boughs, in Happy low OQbſcurity-. 

When I paſs through the Fields, and ſee 
the Harmlets Sheep browzing upon the ten- 
der Graſs, and hear them dleating to their 
wanton Lambs, I cannot chuſe but envy 
them a Lite ſo void of Care and Pain, They 
range and ſport at large in Flow'ry Meadows, 
nezr ſome Cryſtal Stream, or take the Pa- 
ſtures of the Mountains : Whilſt Chearful 
Shepherds tune their Pipes, and fing in Praiſe 
of Amaryilis, Daphne, S'/via, or ſome other 

B 2 Nympo ; 
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Nymph ; and watchful Dogs lie ſcouting on 
the Plain, to give th' Alarm, and chaſe a- 
way (ly Wolves, and otſer Ravenous Beaſts. 
After I've let my Envy fix it ſelf a while 
on theſe, a warbling Melody from neighbou- 
ring Groves diverts my Melancholy Thoughts, 
and turns em to new Objects. Then I la- 
ment my Fate, in that I was not made a 
Nightingale, a Thruſh, a Lark, or any of 
the Feather'd Quire, who with ſweet chear- 
ful Nores falure Arora and the Riling Sx, 
and chirp all Day the Praiſes of that Source 
of Warmth and Lite, who veſts the Earth in 
Green Attire, who d=:cks the Trees with 
Verdant Leaves, and fills the World with 
Light. They chirp and fly from Tree to 
Tree, from Bough ro Bough, rejoicing in 
the Beams that dirt and glide among the 
moving Shades of Branches rock'd by Winds. 
Their Thoughrs are taken up in building 
Neſts, wherein to hatch their Young and 
ſhelter 'em from Injuries They have no 
Plots nor Politick Tricks, to undermine each 
Other; but paſs away their Time in Inno- 
cent Security, and Harmleſs Pleaſures. 
Methinks, the Worms and lirtle Reptiles 
of the Earth, are happier far than I. They 
crawl and creep about in Hollow Trees, 
in Clefrs of Rocks and Crannics of the 
Ground, to hunt for Food and for Diver- 
tiſemert. They live at Eaſe, without be- 
ing rack'd by ſupernumerary Cares and Fears. 
And it ſome Ruder Foot of Man or Beaſt, 
ſhall trample them by Chance to Death, or 
mors 
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more - malicious Hand with Stone' or other 
Weappn ſhall wilfully bereave them of their 
Life, 'tis done ſo ſuddainly that they've no 
Senſe of Pain : Whereas my Life's a conſtant 
Martyrdom; a long continued Series of Tor- 
ments. 

I do not complain of the Diſtempers and 
Maladies which - aflict my Body; though 
thofe are ſometimes fo violent as ro make 
me wiſh for Death, that ſo I might be ar 
Eaſe : But 'tis the fretting Anguiſh of my 
Atind, that forges all thefe Sizghs and Exola- 
mations trom me. I am embarals'd in the 
World: Snares compaſs me round about : 
My own Good Nature hasbetray'd me: 
Thoſe of my Blod conſpire againſt me ; 
they hunt me up and down like a Partridge 
in the Wood; they cloſely purſue my Life. 
The Kindnefles that I have ſfowh, ſpring up 
in Blades of bitter Ingratitude and Perfidy. 
My Seminaries bring forth Aconite and ſtink: 
ing Weeds, inſtead of pleaſant Flowers and 
wholeſome Fruits Tagot has ſet his Foot 
in allmy Works. That fly interloping $p:- 
rit, hates to ſee any good Thing proſper, 
or come to Perfection: He ſteals behind us 
in all-our Ways; and as faſt as we weave 
any Web of YVertxe, he ſecretly unravels it, 
or deforms the Work with intermixing ſome 
Threads of Vice. IT am weary of i{triving a- 
gainſt the Current of my Fate. Oh! that 
I were as thoagh I had never been ! That my 
Soul were drench'd in Lethe's Forgettul 
Waters, where all Paſt Things are buried 
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in Eternal Oblivion! Then wou'd my An- 
guiſh be at an End; Whereas I am now 
rowl'd about upon a Wheel of Miſcries. 

Holy $antone, when thou ſhalt read this, 
pity me; and amidſt thy Divine Ejacula- 
tions, dart up /fahmat's Soul to Paradiſe, 
on the Point of a ſtrong Thought, that. ſo at 
leaſt I may have a Moments Reſpite from 
my Conſtant Sadneſs. 


Paris, 27th. of the 2d. con, 
of the Tear 1667. » 


— — _ 


LETIER IL. 


To the Kaimacham. 


T Here is now ſome Probability of a Peace 


between the Erzii/ſh and the Dutch : 


Which will alſo reconcile this Crows to that 
of Great Britain; Since the King of France 
engagd in this War, only on the Account 
of the Dutch, his Allies, The Advances to- 
ward this Accommodation, took their Riſe 
from thz Alliance lately concluded between 
the States of the Vnited Provinces, the =_ 
of Denmark, the Dake of Brandenbargh, 
and the Princes of Brunſwick. The King of 
England proteſts againſt the Datch, as the 
Firit Agegreſlors, in that they had taken a- 
bove Two Hundred of his —— 
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Which the States ſreming to acknowledge, 
defire the Kixg to appoint ſoine Neutral 
Place of Treaty with them and their Alles, 
in Order to a Pexce, the Security of Navi- 
gation, and the Eſtabliſhment of Com- 
merce for the future. 

- Here is great Joy for the Birth of a 
young Priaceſs, of whom the Lxcen was de- , 
liver'd on the 2d. of rhe con of Fannuary. She 
is call d God's New-Tears Gift to France: In 
regard, the Firit Day of that /oon begins 
the Year with the Chriſtians, And 'tis com- 
mon among them to ſend mutual Gifts and 
Preſents to one another at that Time, which 
they call, New-Tears Gifts. And {0 ir ſeems, 
God Almithty has appear'd very Modiſh and 
Complaiſant, in thus timing the Nativity of 
the Royal Babe: For which they expreſs 
their Thanks in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, 
and a Thouſand other Vanities, And theſe 
Divertiſements continue to this Time, it be- 
ing the Nazarenes Carnaval; a Seaſon con- 
ecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty, 
Buffoonry, and all Manner of Comical and 
Ridiculous Apiſhnelſs. 

During this Time, you ſhall ſee an Infi- 
nite Variety of odd Humours, and mimical 
Actions in the open Streets, according to 
every Man's particular Phancy. Here you 
ſhall meet with one dreſs'd half ith' French 
and half i'th' Spani/þ Faſhion. On thelett 
ſide of his Head hangs dangling dowra long 
thick curled Peruke, which reaches to his 
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Breaſt; whilſt on the Right you ſee nothing 
but his own Hair, crop'd cloſe to his Ears. 
A long Muſtach as black as Jet, graces the 
Right Side of his upper Lip; whilſt on the 
Lett, he is Beardleſs as a Boy of Seven Years 
Old. And fo from Head to Foot, he wears 
two contrary Garbs. One walks about with 
Gloves upon his Feet, and Shooes upon his 
Hands: . Another wears his Breeches like a 
Mantle on his Shoulders Here comes a 
Stately Coach , jogging along with grave 
flow Pace, and drawn by Six fair Horſes, as 
if ſome Prixce or Cardinal were in it ; when 
behold there's nothing but a filly 4/5 puts 
forth his giddy Head, with flapping Ears, 
half drunk with the jolting , unaccuſtom'd 
Motion, Sometimes he brays aloud, and then 
the Rabble fall alaughing. A Thouſand 
other Fopperies there are, not worth thy 
Knowledge: For, both the Noble and the 
Vulear are all upon the Frolick at this Time, 
and indulge their wanton Phancies to the 
Height. But tis a fatal Seaſon icr the poor 
Cats; few of which eſcape the Mulritude, 
whoſe peculiar Paſtime 'ris to toſs theſe Crea- 
tures in a Blanket till they are dead; or elſe 
to tie them Two and Two together by the 
Tails, and then they'll bite and ſcratch ons 
another to Death. The Cocks alſo are gene- 
rally great Martyrs during the Carnaval; the 
Rabble have a Hundred Cruel Ways to mur- 
der them in Sport. All their Devices are 
Inhumane and Bloody. They did not learn 
theſe prophane Courſes from Fe/s, or any 
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Prophets or Apoſtles of God : But they 
re the Reliques of Gexti/e Vanity, in the 
oinning conniv'd at by the Prieſts, the 
eafter to retain their Proſcly ces in Obedience ; 
who wou'd rather have parted with their 
New Religion, than with their Old Barbarous 
Cuftoms/ And thus the Pagan Foolerizs 
were handed down to the Poſterity of the, 
Primitive Chriſtians, and were adopted into 
the Family of Church Traditions: Ard Men 
are not more zealous tor the Goſpel it ſelf, 
than for theſe Ridiculous Prophanations of 
it: So dangerous a Thing it is for Governours, 
by a Criminal Indulgence, to permit their 
Subjefts any Liberty which interferes with 
the Fundamental Principles of the Law: For, 
ſuch a Diſpenſation once granted, paſles into 
a Precedent, which in Proceſs of Time, be- 
comes of equal Force with: the Zaw it (elf. 
And by ſuch prepoſterous Merhods of winning 
and retaining Corverts, Chriſtianity arriv'd to 
the height of corruption it s now infected with, 
Sage Miniſter, twas for this Reaſon Gud 
rais'd up our Hy Prophet, and gave him a 
new Law, with Power ro reform and cha- 
ſtiſe the [nf:iae/s. He planted the Vage- 
filed Faith with Scymeter in Hand; not pal- 
liating or encouraging the finalleſt Vicious 
Practice; but ſubduing all Things by the 
Dint of Reaſon or the keen Edge bf the 
Sword, God kaſten his Return; for ths 
Prevarications of this Age requite 1t. 


Paris, 275th. of rhe 2d. Noon, - 0 
of t 126” Tear L667, B 3 ® E R * 
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LETTER Ill. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


I Believe thou haſt not forgot the Obſerva- 
tions we us'd ro make, on the Religion of 
the Chriſtians, when we were Slaves toge- 
ther in Sic:ly. How Ridiculous ſome of their 
Practices appear'd to us, and yet what a 
SanCtity was manifeſt in others? How much 
we approved the Majeſty of their Pablick 
Worſhip, the Solemnity of their High-AMaſfs, 
the Gravity of their Proceſ/tons? And yet 
how great was our Diſguſt, when we con- 
fider'd that all theſe Honours were perform'd 
to Figures and Statues of Stone, Wood, Sil- 
ver, Gold, or other Materials, the Creatures 
of the Painter or Carver ? 

We ſcann'd” their Dofrizes alſo, which 
we learn'd from rheir Prieſts and Books, and 
deſcanted variouſly on them, as they were 
more or leſs conform to the Truth, and to 
the Volume brought down from Heaven. In 
a Word, we praisd the Good, and cenſur'd 
what was Evil in their Faith and Aanners, or 
at leaſt, what we thought to be ſo; for 
herein we follow'd the DiRates of our E- 
ducation. 

Bur now in our Riper Years, if we ſhou'd 
call over our former Thoughts, perhaps we 
ſhou'd be of a different Judgment, and find 
Matter to condemn even in our own paſt an 4 
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ſures: For whatever we might then think 
of the Natarenes; upon a maturer ſearch, 
I cannot find rhem to be altogether ſuch groſs 
Javlaters and Infidels, as we and all 1uſſul- 
21ans are apt to believe. 

That which gives me the greateſt Scandal 
is, That their Do&ers entertain ſome Unwar- 
rantable Speculations about Three Subſs/tences 
in One Eſſence, andare too venturous in their 
Thoughts concerning the Eternal Generation 
of the WORD, and Emanation of the 
BREATH, by which they ſay, Al! Things 
were Created, and are conſerv'd in their Be- 
gs. They teach a Dottrine Repugnant to 
the Alcoran, when they ſay, That God has 4 
Companion Equal to Himſelf, 

As to the [mera of Teſus the Son of 
Mary, the Nazarenes afſzrt nothing bur 
what is ſuitable to the Alcoran, which tea- 
cies us, That he is the WORD of God. 
In the Hiſtory of his Life, they indeed come 
ſhort of the Muſſulmans: There being nor 
the leaſt mention made, in the whol: Book 
of the Goſpel, of many Paſſiges in his In- 
fancy and tender Years, wherewith the .4/. 
coran, vith other Fi2ly P:oks and Traditions 
o: the Ancients, acquain's the True Belie- 
vers. The MMeſſerzer of God tells us, That 
Feſns fpake in his Cradle, refolv'd Doubts, 
cl-ar'd up Miſtakes, and preach'd th: Vanity 
of the Divine Eſſence. Other Fritings allo 
inform us, That while he was Young, he 
formed the Figures of divers Birds and 
Beaſts, of Clay ani his own Spittle, and ha- 
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ving breath'd on them, they became Living 
Creatures, and proſtrated themſelves at his 
Feet. They relate alſo, :That he made a 
Pigeon, which flew up and down through 
divers Regions, and brought him News of 
whatever was done in the Courts of Foreign 
Princes ; and that from the Day of his Birts, 
to that of his Tranſlation, Twelve Angels 
waited on him, and brovght him down 
Food from Paradiſe. Of rheſe Things the 
Chriſtians are ignorant, and of many other 
Paſſages: So that in the whole, it 1s Evi- 
dent, that the A hive a more Par- 
ticular Relation of the Life of Je/vs, than 
the Chriſtians themſelves have, ſince we 
recount thoſe Miracles and other Attions of 
his, whereof the Goſpel is filent, 

But then, on the other Side, they belive 
Things concerning his Death, whereof nei- 
ther the A/coran, nor any other of our Y/1- 
tings or Traditions make any Mention, un- 
leſs it be to confure the Error' of the Naza- 
renes in that Point. I have heard the Argu- 
ments of their Learned Dottors, and com- 
paring them with our Objeftions, I know 
not well what to conclude. 

They inſiſt much on the Publick Signs 
and Wonders, that fell out at the Time 
of the ſuppos'd Cracifixion of the Meſſiah ; 
The Rending of Rocks, opening of Graves, 
Reſurrection of many Dead, and the Pre- 
ternatural Eclipſe of the $*4, when the 
Atoon was in Sight in the other Part of the 
Hloriz at the fame Myinent : Which made 

a great 
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a great Philoſopher then in Egypt, cry out 
Either the <p of the Worlds ſſolv'd, or 
the Goa of Nature ſuffers, 

They tell a Story alſo of a certain Ship, 
that was on that very Day failing in the 
Archipelago ; and that as they palſsd by cer- 
tain Rocks, the Mariners heard a Voice cal- 
ling, Thamss, Thamns, very often and loud. 
Now there being one of that Name on Board 
the Veſſel, he anſwer'd to his Name: Upon 
which the Yoice ſaid, hen thou comeſt to the 
Iſland of the Palodes, proclaim it aloua, That 
the Great Pan is Dead Which he did accor- 
dinzly, and there follow'd a horrible how- 
ling and roaring from the Shore of that I- 
fland. This Paſſage was afterwards made 
known to the Senate of Rome, who there- 
upon, at the Inſtance of ſome Noble Romans, 
ſent toenquire in the Provinces, Whether any 
Remarkable Perſon had died on that Day; 
and they were inform'd, That the Jews had 
on the fame Day pur t6 Death Jeſus the 
Son of Mary. And Tiberius the Emperonr, 
on the Credit of this Paſlage, being alſo in- 
for:m'd of the Lirac/es which 7e/xs wrought 
among the Fews, conceiving an immediate 
Veneration for ſo Divize a Perſon, caus'd his 
Statue to be ſet up in the Capitol, and wou'd 
have had him number'd among the Goa: ; 
but in. this he was oppos'd by the Senate, be- 
cauſe they had before decreed, That no new 
Deities ſhou'd be added to the Kalendar. 

In theſe Things I rely on the Account 
which the Chr:/tians give of the Death. of 
| Jeſws, 
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Jeſus, though they bring Authorities alſo 


and Teſtimonies of their very Enemies, and 


inveterate Perſecutors , the Gertiles ; wha 
therefore one wou'd think, cannot be ſuſpe- 
Qed of Partiality. In a word, | know not 
what to think of theſe Things. For, if it 
be true, that Je/as died on the Croſs for the 
S$ins of the World, as the Chriſtians believe, 
and that there is no other Way to be ſaved, 
but by believing this; then in what a fad 
Condition are all the Fews and MMnſſulmans, 
the One glorying in having murder'd the Sa- 
viour of the World, and the Other not belie- 
ving that.he was murder'd? The Fir{t ſeem to 
merit moſt of Men; ſince, though the At was 
Cruel in it (elf, yet according to this Dottrine, 
it brought Salvation to all our Race: And 
therefore there were a ſort of Chriſtians, in 
Former Times, who worſhipp'd the Serpent 
that tempted Eve, becauſe according to their 
Faith, that Temptation was the firſt Step to 
Aankind's Happineſs, after Adam's Fall; And 
they plac'd Fud4s (who betray'd Je/zs to the 
Jews) among the Saints, for having been ſo 
particular an Inſtrument in the World's Re- 
demption. 

It 7e/as be the Saviour of en, it 1s ab- 
ſolutely neceflary to believe in him. But 
whether he be, or be not, the Faith of the 
Chriſtians in that Point cannot hurt them, 
fince our Holy Prophet himſelt has taught us, 
That Chriſtians ſhall be ſav'd, as well as the 
Aajſulmans : Whereas the Chriſtians (ay, it 
is impoſlible for any to be ſaved, who now 
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the Law of Mahomet. So that they have 
our own Grant for their Salvation, which 
they deny to us. This is a great Advantage 
on their Side, in the Controverſy betwixt 
US- 

For my Part, I tell thee ingenuouſly, were 
I convinc'd that Je/xs was the Sox of God, 
and that helſuffer'd Death for the Sake of Men 
I cou'd readily embrace moſt of the other 7e- 
ets of Chriſtianity without Scruple. I ſhoud 
not be frighted at their /-vocation of Saints, 
fince 'tis the ſame as we our ſelves practiſe; 
nor wou'd their [mages and Piftxres ſtartle 
my Faith; 1 ſhou'd look upon theſe and a 
Thouſand more, as things indiftzrent in 
themſelves, and onely made Lawful or Un- 
lawful; by the SanCtion of Divine Autho- 
rit). 

1 ſhou'd be moſt puzzl'd to know what 
Church to fix in, among ſo many, all pre- 
tending to the Right Way. I have examin'd 
their Different Opinions, and find Reaſon or - 
ſomething very like ir, on all Sides. I ad- 
mire the Abſtinence of the Greeks, Armeni- 
ans,and generally of all the Eaſtern Chriſtians; 
yer their Ignorance diſtaſtes me. I honour 
the Learning and Politeneſs of the Roman 
Church, and cou'd almoſt vail to their Pre- 
tenſions of Antiquity, Univerſality, and 1n- 
corrupt Dottrine; but I amy highly ſcanda- 
lized at their Licentiouſneſ5s, Pride, and Cru- 
elty, There is much to be argud for the 
Cophti's, Abyſſines, Melchites, the Chriſtians 
of St, John, and other Chnrches; but more 

to 
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to be ſaid againſt them, In fine, if I were 
ro turn Chri/tian, I ſhoud bein a Wilder- 
neſs, not knowing which Path to take, for 
Fear of milling the Right. 

In the Stare therefore wherein I am, I 
will think Honourably of #e/#s, as alfo of 
Mary his ether, who at her daily Return 
from the Zemple, tound a Thouſand Sorts of 
Flowers in her Oratory. I will not ſpeak 
Evil of any Perſon that has the Character of 
a Saint ; but in general will deſire the Inter- 
ceſſion of all that are near to Gud: 'Tis ten 
to one, if ſome of them do not vouchſafe to 
pray for me» But whether they do, or nor, 
God hears me, and obſerves my Devotion ; 
and if he pleaſe, my Petitions ſhall be 
granted. As for the Reſt, I will endeavour, 
in all Things, to do as 1 wonld be aone to, 
keeping my Conſcience free from Stain, that 
ſo I may die in Peace; and what becomes of 
me afterwards, 'tis in vain to be ſollicitous, 
_ the Decrees of Fate are Irreverſi- 

e. 

Tell me now, my Friend, whether theſe 
Thoughts and Reſolves be not more agreea- 
ble to Humanity, than to be a Furious B:- 
got for I know not what > Is that a com- 
mendable Zeal for Religion, which under 
Pretence of defending the Truth, ſticks not 
to aflert a Thouſand Lyes ? Or that a lauda- 
ble Charity for Souls, which in Order to 
their Salvation, takes infinite Pains to ſet the 
World together by the Ears, and embroil 
Mankind -in perpetual Wars ? RR do 
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thoſe Diſturbers of Humane Race, who not 
content with the Limits which the Fortune 
of their Birth has ſet them, invade the 
Peaceable Poflefſions of their Neighbours, 
- commit all Sorts of Violences, Rapines, and 
” Outrages; and all this under Pretext of Re- 
forming the Manners of Men, introducing 
Purity of Re/gion, and fulfilling the Will 
of Heaven ? As if it were a Mark of a Di- 
vine Commiſſion, to be barbarouſly Unjult, 
Perfidious and Salvage; and that the Height 
- of Piety, conſiſted in ſhedding Humane 
: Blood! 
: For my Part, I cannot approve of theſe 
Praftices, and therefore tizink it ſafer to ſtand 
aloof from all Religions thus Cruelly efta- 
bliſh'd, than by entring into their Inhumane 
1 Secrets, and ſwearing to their Sanguine Ar- 
1 ticles, incorporate my ſelf with profeſs'd 
| Murderers, under the Notion of being a 
Good Man. 
! Happy are thoſe Innocent Nations in the 
« Eaſt, who from their Firſt Progenitors, have 
; kept Inviolate the Zaw of Natare : Who 
© Never have defiled themſelves with the Blood 
of en or Beaſts; but every one content- 
' ing himſelf wich his Native Home-ſtall, and 
the Fruits of his own Land, makes no En- 
croachments on thoſe that dwell near him, 
nor butchers the Harmleſs Animals, to gra- 
tify his IIl-nurtur'd Appetite. Theſe fit un- 
der the Shade of their own Trees, and bathe 
themſelves in the adjoining Streams: They go 


in Peace to the Houſes of their Rxral-Go b 
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and preſent 'em with Flowers, Rice, Fruits 
and ſuch as the Ground brings forth: They 
never dream of Forcign Conqueſts, nor are 
troubled with Domeſtick Broils, bur lead 
their Lives in a perpetual Tranquility, and 
Innocence. All rhat they defire of Heaver, 1 
is the Continvance of thole harmleſs Delights 
they at preſent enjoy» As for the tumultu- 
ary Pleaſures of other Mortals, they have 
'em in Contempt. This is an Umbrage of the 
Felicity we are promisd in Paradiſe, where 
the Sound of the Drum and the Trumpet 
ſhall not be heard, and the Inſtruments of 
War ſhall be of no Ule. ; 

If thou chargeſt me with Inconſtancy in 
my Opinicns, I neither deny ir nor am a- 
ſham'd: It being better to change ones 
Thoughts every Day, than to be fix'd in Er- 
ror all ones Life. This to a Friend. 


Paris, 18th» of the 3d; oor, 
of the Tear 1667» | 
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LSEITIER.F 
To Afis, Baſla. 


THE Warriours and Mechanicks, Stateſ- 

men and Fidlers, Courtiers and Huf- 
bandmen, Students and Chimney-Sweepers, 
are all taken up in diſcourſing of the mighty 
Preparations, the Grand Signior is making to 
belfiege Canaia, They talk of Fifteen Thou- 
ſand Pioneers,whoare at work in Order to this 
gerandUndertaking; and that the City is block'd 
up by an Army of Sixty Thouſand Men ; 
That they have been raiſing Batteries round 
abour it ever ſince the oon of December ; 
and that the Szltan is reſoly'd to win this 
Important Place, though he hazard half the 
Ottoman Empire. 

This is refreſhing News to JAahmut, who 
has heard Nothing but Improſperous Stories 
of the {aſſulman Arms theſe many Years. 
Now I begin ro lift up my Head, and take 
Courage, when the Empire of True Belie- 
vers makes ſome Noiſe and Figure in the 
World: Whereas, my heart perpetually 
droopd before. I was like one among the 
Dead. 

It was but laſt Year, when the Nazarenes 
cou'd boaſt, that notwithſtanding all the 
Menaces and Preparations of the Grand Sig- 
nior, yet the Venetians were the Firſt in Field 
by Land, and appear'd Earlieſt with - 
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Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful Things in 
Dalmatia, and blocking up Canea in the 


Iſle of Candy: Now, 'tis to be hop'd, they'll - 
change their Note, and begin to conſider -. 


what a Formidable Force they have pro- 


vok'd againſt them, even the Puiſlince of all - 


Aſia, Men of War from their Nativities, an 
Army of fele& and choſen Souldiers, Un- 
daunted Hero's, Sons of Thunder, Magna- 
nimous, Invincible, and deſtin'd to vanquiſh 
the Vncircamciſed Nations. 

My Heart 1s revivd within me, at the 
Conremplation of ſure and cerrain Vidtories, 
attending this glorious Expedition. My Spi- 
rits are dilated with Joy; I celebrate a Dz#- 
zalma in my Breaſt- I am like an Arabia 
Horſe, that foams, curvetts, and paws the 
Ground in Fierceneſs, when he hears the 
Sound of the Trumpet warning to Battel, 
His Eyes ſparkle with Martial Fury, a Smoak 
por out of his Noftrils, he lifts up the 
Voice of his Courage, his Rider can hardly 
reſtrain him. So am I all in Tranſport ar 
theſe good Tidings: I can hardly contain 
my felt within the Compaſs of Moderation. 
As Old as I am, I feel a Youthful Vigour 
ſtirring iv my Veins. Methinks, I long to 
be in the Heat of the Sacred Combat, in ths 
thickeſt Clouds of Gunpowder-Smoak, to 
ſtand the Shock of Showers of Bullets, or 
with my Scymeter in hand to hew my Way 
to Immortal Honour and Felicity : For, 
thoſe who die in this Cauſe, go fireight to 
Paradiſe. But, I muſt be contented wm 
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this tame, humble Poſt, and ſerve the Grand 
Signior in the Manner preſcribd by my Sype- 
riours, I tell rhee, 'tis no ſmall Mortifica- 


© tion for an Ative Spirit, to be thus confin'd. 


But, Refgnation becomes every good 1u/- 


- ſalman; and I willingly Sacrikce my Paſl1- 


- x 


ons, to the Pleaſure of the Grandees of the 
Port, and the Intereſt of the Orroman Em- 
ire. 

Here I fir, like a Fox in his Den, watch- 
ing the Motions of the /»fiaels : If any thing 
occurrs worthy of Notice, out I bolt upon it, 
and make it my- Prey, and ſend it as a Pre-, 
ſent to the Auguſt Miniſters. I write to all 
by Turns, I therefore none has Reaſon to 
take Exceptions- 

If thou wou'dſt know what they are doing 
here in the Conrt of France; They are mu- 
{tering the King's Troops ; they are revelling 
and teaſting at Verſailles, the King's new 
Palace, where the Princes excerciſe them- 
{clves with the Noble Diſcipline, which they 
call, Running in Squadrons, Whilſt Thou- 
ſands of People flock daily to Verſailles, 
from Paris and all the Adjacent Countries 
round about, partly to be Spectators of 
theſe Royal Paftimes, and partly to behold 
that Gorgeous Fabrick, which is eſteem'd 
the Faireſt and moſt Magnificent in the 
World. 

Serene Baſſa, this Idonarch has a vaſt Ge- 
»195: Whatſoever he undertakes, he accom- 
pliſhes; and all his Performances are ſurpri- 
zingly Great. He has a deep Forecaſt, and 
ſeldom 
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feldom fails in his Judgment of what will : 
probably come to paſs. He is happily made, - 
born, and brought up- A Prince, one 
wou'd think, defignd by Fate tor the Em- 
pire ot the Weſt. 

Renowned Afis, I kiſs the Hem of thy 
Illuſtrious Robe, and with a profound Qbei- 
{ance bid thee Adieu- 


Paris, the 20th» of the 4th. 1220s, 
of the Tear 1667+ 


— 
—— 
———— 


LETTER WW 


To Haſnadar-Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Sultan. 


] AM convinc'd, 'tis now Time for me to 
be reſolute, bold and aflurd in my own 
Conduct: For 'ris in vain to ask Counſel of L 
the Sublime Miniſters. I have addreſs d my 
felf at certain Seaſons to them on that Ac- . 
count, ever fince I came firlt ro Paris : But | 
not one of them has vouchſaf'd mean An- | 
{wer, or given me any particular Inſtrutti- þ 
ons how to deport my («lf in' an Emergent | 
Peril of Diſcovery: Whether I ſhou?d own j | 
my ſelf an Agents for the Grand Signirr, or } 
deny it : Whether I ſhould boldly itand the | 
Brunt of all Events, or fly to Ariifices and. | 
Evaiions: 
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| * Evafions: Whether I ſhou'd perſiſt in a&- 
» © ing the Moladavian, and continue to perſo- 
? nate a Chriſtian Student, an Eccleſraſtich 
- Candidate under the Teign'd Name of Titzs ; 

or frankly tell them, I'm a Mnfſulman, an 

' Arab, and ſecret S/aveot the Sultan. 

I ought to have been certify'd in theſe 
Caſes; and not left at Random to gueſs, at 
this vaſt Diſtance, the Pleaſure of my Supe- 
rioxrs, But fince it is their Will thus to 
make Tryal of my Fidelity, Prudence and 
Skill, in warding off the Afaults' of Com- 

, > mon Chance, Misfortune, and the Attempts 

* of (ly deſigning Men; I'll be as cunning as I 

" can, Withcut embaraſſing my Peace with 
conſtant Panick Fears and Apprehenfions of 

I know not what. No vain Endeavours to 

avoid the fix'd Decrees of-Fate, ſhall make 

me change my Lodging, or fly from every 

menacing Contingency. Tl rather truſt to 

' Providence and preſent Courage, the Juſtice 

> of my Cauſe and Native Innocence, leaving 

| . the Event to Deſtiny. 

j L By whatI have ſaid, thou wilt perceive I 

' * amin ſome Trouble; and I can aflure thee, 

* £ thou art not miſtaken. I'm hatter'd, hun- 

 þ ted upand down, and perſecuted worſe than 

| the Foxes, Hares and Hinds near Aarianoples 

' £ Iman Old Man, and yer they envy me the 

| Happineſs of a Natural Death; they would 

| | not have me go down to ths Grave in Peace. 

E have been impriſon'd, threatned, dogg'd 

up and down the Streets, aflalfinated in the 

Dark, had my Chamber fearch'd, my Ler- 

| recs 
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ters in Danger of being ſeiz'd, with thoſe of 
the Supreme Miniſters, I have run the| 
Riſque of a Diſcovery, by meeting cauſu- 
ally an Z:fidel, whoſe S/ave I once was at 
Palermo in Sicily. 1 have been undermin'd | 
by Muſſulmans as well as Nazarenes; by .: 
Strangers, and by So/ymazy my Couſin, Yet in ® 
all theſe Perils I have acquitted my ſelf © 
Faithfully, come off with Succeſs, and ſaved - 
the Honour of my Sovereign; which: is the 
only Thing for which I am follicirous. But 
ror ought I know, my Care may prove in 
Vain, and the Evils which I have ſo long for- 
tunately eſcap'd, may now ſurprizeand ruine 
me. As to my felt I care not what becomes 
of me; and it the Secrets of my Commiſſion 
be reveal'd, let the 1{inifters of the Port 
anſwer for that, who wcu'd never give me 
the leaſt Dire&tion. 

About Two or Three Years ago, I was * 
forc'd to remove from my Old Lodgines, © 
where I had reſided ever fince my Firlt co- | 
ming to Paris, The Dangers that then af- | 
faulted me, drove me to this Houſe where 
I till am, in a very. obſcure Place, by the 
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am I 
purſu'd by watchtul Enemies : New Hazards 
threaten me on all Hands But I'm reſfolv'd 
tofly no more, unleſs it be into the City- 
Ditch, where I can find Admittance through 
my Laxdlerd's Cellar- There is a private Pal(- 
ſage, dug perhaps in Elder Times, during 
ſome Siege, to ſerve the ſtreight Neceſſities 


of thoſe who then poſſeſs'd this Houſe» It 
is 
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is ſo cunningly contriv'd, that Human Wit 
can ne'er diſcover it, unleſs by Chance, or by 
Direction; of thoſe that know ir. The Ditch is 
dry, the Door of the Houſe always lock'd; 
and my Truſty Hoff ſwears, no body ſhall 
come in by Day or Night, till I have made a 
fafe Retreat, So that if all the Officers in Pa- 
775 ſhou'd come to ſearch, I ſhoud have Time 
to pack up my Papers, and {link away into 
my lurking Hole. And if they ſhou'd by 
monſtrous Accident find the conceal'd Ave- 
nue, I cou'd ſeon lip into the Fields, through 
the Laſt Poſternin the Wall; and lock them 
in beyond the poſſioitity of Purſuit: Whilſt 
I took Care to hide my felf afreſh, or leave 
the Conmry. 

This is my Final Reſolution, if &er I'm 
put to an Extremity again. In the mean 
Time, I defire thee ro make it part of thy 
Care, that ZYabmat ſhall not want tor Mo- 
ney to carry on the Szltar's Private Aﬀairs 
without a Baulk. I donot demand Unreaſona- 
ble Things: Let me but live, and have enough 
to defray the Neceſlary Expences of my 
Service, and that's all I crave. But let my 
Supplies be well tim'd and proportion'd, that * 
I may husband my Penſion to the beſt Ad- 
vantage: Or elſe I muſt always preſs, and 
that's a T hing I hate. TI have writ to all the 
Treaſurers that wert betore thee on the ſame 
Account, and with Equal Boldneſs. There- 
fore take not in 1ll Part what comes from 
Blunt Sincerity, ard Conſtant, Full Defires 
to ſerve eff: Etually the You Signior. It = 

e 
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be very eaſe for thee to anticipate Mfuhmnt's 
Expettations, without exceeding thz Orders 
thou haſt receiv d. Money be damn'd, if we 
cou'd breathe and ſerve our Friends, and carry 
on the Aﬀairs of Human Life without it. I 
am an Arab, and cou'd as freely paſs away 
my Time in harimlefs Rambles o'er - the Pro- 
vinces of Aſia; as thus to be confin'd to Nar- 
row Fretting Circumſtances, the only Effets 
of too Unſhaken, Unregarded and Incorrup- 
tible Loyalty. 

Wealthy Diſpenſer of the Ottoman Gold, I 
ask no Alms, but my appointed Salary, In 
ſending of which, I defire thee tro remember 
the Old Roman*Proverb, which ſays, That he 
gives Twice, who gives in Seaſon, 


Paris, a” of the 6th. 10on, 
of the 


Tear 1667. 
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LEI ISA YS 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
Vienna. 


[ Know not whether I ſhall live to hear 
from thee again, or to i-ni thes another 
Letter. Ape, Sicknets, M:sfortune, roge- 
ther with the Malice of Men, have laid a- 
Thouſand Snares for my Lite; I am, as ir 
were, hunted by Nature, Providence, De- 
ſtiny, and Chance, into the very Tuls of 
Death ; From whence it will be very d:ili- 
cult for me to eſcape. Not ro amuſe thee, 
I am in danger of being diſcover'd, feiz's, 
impriſan'd; and then thou know'lt, I can 
expett no leſs than ro be put to the Torture, 
and rack'd with a Thouſand Inventicns of 
Cruelty, That fo they may force me to con- 
fels, what I am, and what my Bulinefs 1s in 
this Kingdom and City, where I have refided 
{o many Years. | 
I was ſuſpe&ted by Caraina! Richlien, tor 
a Moſelman, as [have Reaſon to believe from 
ſeveral convincing Circumſtances of that AZ:- 
niſter's Carriage to me, ever fince his firſt 
Acquaintance with me at Paris. And the 
ſame jealoufie causd his Succeflor, Cardinal 
Mazarini, to put me into the Baſtile, where 
I was cloſely confin'd, for the Space of Six 
Moons: And I might have lain there till 
C 2 


this 
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this Time, for ought I know, had it not 
been for the good  Condutt and honeſt Fi- 
delity of Eliachim, In fine, though I have 
hicherto eſcap'd Diſcovery, yet I cannot flat- 
ter my ſelf, that I ſhall always do ſo. If 
they once lay Hold on me again, they will 
certainly ſearch me for the Scar of Circumci- 
ſion ; and then, all the Arguments the Wit 
of Man can find, will not be of Force, to 


A SEE OR 
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blind them any longer, or ſave me from the . 


Vengeance of the State, They will certain- 
ly put me to a Cruel Death. 

However, I'll baffle *em if I can, andif I 
once _—_ I'll bid Adieu to Pars, if not 
to the whole Kingdom: Being reſolv'd not 
ro truſt any more to the deceitful Security of 


new Lodgings in this City, and a vain Re- 


moval from one Precinct and Houſe to ano- 
ther : For, the very Air of Par, is fatal to 
mz. Iam never free from Terror, whilſt 
within theſe Melancholy Walls. The Genins 
of the Place, is at Enmity with ine. Every 
Thing I caſt my Eyes on, ſeems to low'r 
and frown upon me; [I ſtart at the Voices 
of Men, going along the Streets, and diſcout- 
ſing about their own Afairs: And if any one 
knocks at the Door, I'm preſently upon m 
Guard, my anxious Soul (till Iabouring wit 
fad Preſages of ſome Calamity at Hand, rea- 
dy to ruſh upon me unawares- 

Perhaps, I may go to Lyons, where a 
Stranger may live an Age conceal'd, and void 


of Peril, as in this City. Or, I may take a | 


farther Journey to Marſeilles, Tonlon, or any 


other |. 
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other Sea-Port Town. Where I will expe& 
new Orders from my Superior. 

In the mean Time, thou mayſt continue 
to addreſs thy Letters as before: For that 
Courſe can never fail, let me be where it 
pleaſes Heaven, Eliachim will take Care of 
all Things. I writ to the Ha/nazar- Baſſi on 
the ſame Account, defiring freſh Supplies of 
Money : Which I ſuppoſe will come by the 
Way of Vienna. It fo, I truſt ro thy Pru- 
dence, in ordering my Bills with Speed, and 
the uſual Cautiouſneſs. 

Nathan, Adieu : And whate'er becomes of 
me, live thou long and happily to ſerve ths 
Grand Signior, - 


Paris, the oth. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Near 1667» 


- 
— —_ - 


—— —_— 
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LELEER VI 
To the Venerable Mutt. 


A® the poor injurd Labourer, or Slave 
opprels'd by Cruel and Obdurate /1a- 
fters; as the Deſpairing Client, who can find 
r0 Juitice from the Cheicks, Caar's, or Cailtie 
te/qnucr:; fly immediately to the Seraz/l, to 
make their lait Appeal, and ſeek Redreſs 
fro the Great Arbiter of Humane Feuds : 
So falls poor Aabmat prottrate at thy Feer, 
2 S$:red Oracle of Ilnrſſulmans; begging 
trom thy Authority, whom no Belever dares 
0 diſubey, * what I cou'd never yet obtain 
from any Miniſter ot State, or aſa of the 
Bench: That is, how I muſt actin Caſe I 
am ci{covered, or barely ſuſpe8ted, examin'd, 
2nd pur to my Oath, -concerning my Buſi- 
{5 at Parirt Lay thy ſpeedy Commands 
er, thoſe whoſe Care it ought to be, that no 
Intcliizznce, Advice or Counſel be wanting 
R 


ſtructions, Rulcs infallible, Orders of per- 
ect Wildom, and Divine Sapgacity. 

{ cannot for the future ſtand the Brunt of 
long ſuſpetted Caſualties; Events which 
glimmer from afar, like diſtant Jgnes Fatai, 
or other Vagrant Meteors of the Night: For, 
ſo Contingencizs appear, which are to come, 
uncertain, 


ed 
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uncertain, and-remote; tho' ſometimes near 
at Hand; yet with deceitful ſhew, they (till 
miſl:ad bewilder'd Mortals in t2ze Dark» $9, 
the tyr'd Traveller in Libyan Waſtes, 1s tan- 
taliz'd by mocking Rays of Sands, in driited 
Heaps, or flying Bodies, looſely wafred by 
the Winds; on which the oor and Stars 
caſting their Beams, create Refractions like 
Domeſtick Lamps or Tapers ; and encourage 
the diſconfolate Man to hope tor neighbour- 
ing Villages or Towns, where he may reſt 
his weary Limbs, and find an Hofpitable 
Entertainment; fecure from Dragons, Lyons, 
Tygers, or the more Fierce and Crauel Race 
of Men, who lurk in ſecret Places of the 
affrighting Deſart, to rob unwary Strangers, 
as they pals. _ : 

'Tis fad, moſt Holy Patriarch of the Faith- 
ful, That en are thus degenerate , and 
tranſcend the Horrid Nature of the Wilde/t 
Beaſts! But, ſadder ſtill, That Cities, firlt 
defign'd for Santtraries of the Diſtreſrd, 
ſhou'd become worſe than Deſarts, and more 
Inhoſpitable than the Purlieu of Dragons, or 
the dreadful Haunts of Lynxes, Crecodiles, 
and other Animals of Prey: That en pre- 
tending to be Civiliz'd, to live in Commu- 
nity, and Reciprocal Participation of all 
Good Offices; Incorporated by the ſame 
Laws, for no other End, but to help, aſſiſt 
and defend one another, againſt all foreign 
Enemies; ſhou'd, inſtead of this, prove more 
Barbarous than Salvages, and more Voracious 
than Cannibals, whillt every Citizen preys 

C 4 Not "CN 
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on his Neighbour, and devours him, whcm 
he has ſworn to protect. They all live by 
Robbery and Spoil- The Rich and Potent, 
fl:ece thoſe whoſe Wealth is not ſufficient to 
defend them from Opprefſion. Thus are 
Towns and Cities, from celebrated Refwges of 
Men, become the Dens of Thieves, and Cru- 
el Maurderers. The whole Earth is ſtain'd 
with rhe Blood of the Poor: The Cries of 
Widows and Orphans pierce the Heavens : 
The Generations of Men are corrupted with 
Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy, Ambition, Envy, 
and. a Thouſand other Vices. Brother can- 
. not truſt the Son of his own Mother. Fa- 
thers are Unnatural to their Genuine Off- 
ſpring» Children think the Days tedious 
which prolong their Parents Lives. Self-Love 
teaches a Man to betray his beloved Friend, 
for whom he rather ought to loſe his Life. 
An Univerſal Defettion from Jultice, and 
ſound Morality, rcigns every where- 

But, what is moſt ſurprizing, is, That even. 
2mong thoſe who bear the Glorious Title 
and Character of the Trae Faithful Muſſul- 
mans, there ſhou'd be found x Crew of Miſ- 
creants, Villains, and Traytors to God, his 
Prophet and their Sovereign; I ſpeak not of 
ſuch, whoſe Geria! Inclinations tempt them 
to commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man 
but rhemſelves. I tax not Drunkards, Game- 
ſters, and thoſe Amorous Perſons, who 
waſte their Bodies, Time, Eſtates, and fa- 
crifice their Reputation to Voluptuouſneſs. 
Theſe ace but Yerial Sins, and ſoon waſh'd 


oft, 
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oft, by the appointed Parifications, and Pe- 
nances, A little Water, Duft, or Sand, with 
Faſting and devour Invocation of the Erer- 
nal Allah, cancels theſe Peccadillo's; they 
are all put to the Account of Human Frailty: 
Such is the Pleaſure of Eternal Goodneſs. 
But I accuſe the blacker Crimes of thoſe, 
whom fretting Envy ſtimulates to perſecute 
their harmleſs Neighbour ; or baſe Ingrati- 
tude prompts to betray their Friends; or Na- 
tive Malice teaches to ſeek. out all Occaſions 
of doing Miſchief in the World. -A Buſy, 
Reſtleſs fort of Men, buzzing about like 
Waſps or -Hornets, ſtinging every one they 
taſten on. Or, like the Pane's of Paris, a 
troubleſome Kind of I»/efts, which interrupt 
the ſweet Repoſe of Men, creeping upon 
them in their Beds and (lumbers, and (lyly 
biting them, to ſuck their Blood. 

Such are the ex of whom I now com- 
plain; who hatter me from Stratagem to 
Stratagem, from one Retrenchment ro ano- 
ther: Whoſe Crime is double, in that they are 
Perſons of my own Religion; Profeſſors of 
the Genuine Faith, brought down from Hea- 
ven; Followers of the Prophet, who cou'd 
neither write nor- read; and Subjetts to the 
Grand Signiore 

Tis a long Time, ſince I had firſt Occa- 
10n to accuſe ſome at the Serag/io, of private, 
fly Attempts, to undermine and-ruine me, 
that they might gain my Poff. 'T will ſeem 
Invidious, even in my own Defence, after fo 
many Addreſſes-to' the Miniſters of the Pors, 
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now to repeat their Names ; and diſcompoſe 
thy Sacred Thoughts with Black IJemoirs 
of Human Malice. Tis not Revenge I ſeek, 
but for the furure, how to eſcape, if not-pre- 
vent, the hke Confpiraciess Nor, 1s it for 
my felt alone, I cheriſh this Unuſual Zeal 
and Care; but for my aſter's Intereſt and 
Honour. 

I've ferv'd near Thirty Years in this Pre- 
carious Station, and never made the leaſt falſe 
Step; or, if I have, 'twas not diſcern'd; 
which is the ſame Thing in Effect. And, 
Fm very unwilling to miſcarry at laſt, through 
rhe Treachery of my pretended Friends at 
Conſtantinople, or for want of full Inſtructi- 
ens from the [mperial Divan, | 

Tis tor this Reaſon, I preſume to addreſs 
to th2 Duſt of thy Feet, Supreme Judge of 
the Faithful, begging the Interpohition of thy 
Paternal Authority, on my Behalf. 

Thereis one Thing more, which inall Hu- 
miltiry I recommend to thy Wiſdom and 
Santtity. I have ofren writ to thy Prede- 
cer on the ſame Account, beſeeching him 
to promote the Tranſlation of Fliftories and 
other Learned Bocks out of Foreign Langea- 
$*: into Tarkiſh or Arabick: That fo Know- 

:dge might flouriſh among the Hfuſſulmans, 
and the /zfidels might have no more Ground 
to call us Barbarous. Let Men $killful in 
Languazes and Sciences be ſought for. There 
arenot wanting ſuch at Conſtantinople, and 1n 
other Parts of the Empire. Let them be 
employ'd in compiling an Univerſal —_ 
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of the World, in Turkiſh; more ample, true, 
and correct than any that has gone before it 
in Greek, - Latin, or any other Language, 
This will bring Ererial Honour to the Orto- 
manu Empire; and prove no hatd Task to 
them thar ſhall undertake it; fince it will be 
onely a Choice Collection out of other A#- 


thors; a Garland of Flowers cull'd from the - 


various Fields of Hiſtory, and compos'd toge- 
ther with an Order tull of Luſtre and Beau- 
ty, the whole Work being interwoven with 
a Chain of Chronological Years; which will nor 
onely give it a Singular Grace, but alſo be of 


great Advantage to the uſſulman Readers. 


Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, remember, That 
tho' our Holy Lawgiver cou'd neither write 


nor read, yet the fucceeding Caliphs encou- ' 


raged Learning. Benediction on the Soxls 
of chem and their Poſterity, So will future 
Ages bleſs thy Memory, it thou vouchſafeſt 


toencourage this Glorious Work. And [thx-. 


riel, the Angel of Sciexce, will make thee 
his Aſſociate in Paradiſe. 

With profound Submiſſions I retire from 
\ thy Sacred Preſence, begging thy Abſolution, 
and Bleſſing. 


Paris, 9gth- of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1667» f- _ 


— — — ————— —— 
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LETTER VII... 


To. Cara Hali, Phyſician: zo the: 
Grand S1gntor, | 


Monet other Diſpatches, I cou'd' not 
| A forget what [ owe to the long continued 
| Friendſhip which has been between us. Ha- » 
| ving Leiſure therefore before the Poſt goes, * 
| I will inform thee of a Birth, which has occa- | 
| fton'd little Joy- to the Parents,but much Ad- 
| miration among all that hear of it, and rais'd - 
learned- Diſputes berween the Profeſſors of ! 
Phyſick and Surgery. / 
In the Town of Feerted near Ardenburgh in * 
the Low Countries, a Woman was lately de= , 
liverdof a Monſtrous Child with Two Heads, | 
Two Necks, Four Arms, and proportionably - * 
all Parts both outward and inward double to \ 
the Navil, which ſeem'd to be the Center of | 
Union, betwzen the Two Bodies: For from 
thence downwards, there appeared. only the 
Proportion and Shaps of One Body, with 
Two Thighs, Legs and Feet. The Faces 
were different ; - One Squalid and Irregular, 
without.a Noſe or Mouth, except a Kind of 
+ Orifice under the Chin; For the Eyes poſ- 
ſeſs'd the Place: of the Mouth, and a perfe&t 
HMaſcaline Genital took up the Room of the 
Noſe: The ather was fair and made with. 
Sy metry, having nothing extraordinary, fa- 
ving-- 
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ving Two Teeth grown out of the Gums. 

This Irregular Produttion has been curi- 
ouſly difſeted by a Famous Anatom/t, who 
found Two Hearts, Two Stomachs, and the 
other Vitals all fingle. What I have faid is 
atteſted by Five profeſs'd Phyſicians, who- 0- 
pen'd this Wonderful Creature. 

There have been many Examples of ex- 
traordinary Births, eſpecially in-theſ@ Parts 
of the World. - And-I have read in a French 
Author, a Man of Credit, That im the Year 
1592 of the Chriſtians Hegira; a Woman of 
Alfatia, brought forth at once. an Hundred 
_ Fifty Children, each but: Three Inches 
ong. 

But what I now ſhall tell thee, though it 
be not Remarkable for the Number of Chil- 
dren, yet has ſomething ſingular in the Cir- 
cumſtances that attended it. 

' Irmentrude, the Counteſs of Altorfe, ac- 
eus'd one of her Neighbour% of A ultery, 
becauſe ſhe had Three- Children at a Birth, 
ſaying, She deſerved to be tied up in 4 Sack , 
and thrown into the Sea. - Next Year the Conn- 
teſs her ſelfwas deliver'd of Twelve Sons 2ll at 
a Birth, - And touch'd with Remorſe-for the 
Sentence which ſhe had pronounc'd againſt the 
other Woman ; concluding itnow a Juſt Pu- 
niſhrhent for her ſelf, ſent a Maid with Ele- 
ven of theſe New- born farts, commanding 
her to drown-them in the next River, reſer- 
Vos only one -to be the Heir of his Farher's 

ate. 


Fats 
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Fate had fo determin?d, that her Husband 
the Earl met the Maid as ſhe was going to 
commit this Execrable Villainy : And ask- 
' Ing her what ſhe had got in her Lap, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, 1 am going to drown a few Toung 
Vhelps. The, Ear! being a-great Hunter, and 
conſequently .a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind 
to ſee whether any of theſe helps were of 
a prowiſing Aſpe&t : When to his Aſtoniſh- 
ment he found Eleven of Humane Shape, all 
Living and Perfe&, but very ſmall. He preſs d 


the Maid (o far, that ſhe confeſs'd the whole + 


Truth. Whereupon enjoining her Silence, 
and Aſſurance of a good Reward, he caus'd 
her to carry them to one of his Texants ; 
where being all cheriſh'd and laid warm, he 
difpos'd of them afterwards in convenient 
Places, to be nurs'd and brought up till they 
came of Age. Then he ſent for them private- 
Iy to his Houſe, having firſt apparelled them 
in the ſame Faſhion as their Brother was in 
who dwelt at Home. 

As toon as the Comunteſs caſt her Eye on 
them, and obſerv'd their Number and Faces, 
{o exactly reſembling him who had been al- 
ways with her, ſhe wept in a Paſſion betwixt 
Shame and Joy, confeſling her former. Cruel 
Intention; and faNing at the Feet of her 
Lord, he pardin'd her. From thefe Eleven 
deſcend the Family of the Fe!phs or Guelphs, 
fo Renowned in Germany, and bearing. this. 
Name from the Maid's Anſwer to the Earl, 
when ſhe had them in her Lap» 


—_— 


— ww 
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Such ſtrange ProduGtions as theſe, occaſion 
various Enquiries among the Philoſophers 
here in the Weſt: Whether Haman Souls be 
Generated like the Bodies to which they are 
united, or whether they are Created by the 
Immediate Pawer of Goa, Afſuredly theſe 
{nfidels are much in the Dark, and ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Light of the Oriental Sa- 
ges. It the Prophets ſhould riſe from the 
Dead, they would not be able to convince 
theſe Vncircamcisd, That all Things Vi- 
fible and Inviſible are from Eternity, and 
that there is Nothing New in the Sy- 
ſtem of tne Univerſe, except the Various 
Outward Forms, which change indeed, 
according to the Laws of Endleſs Tran(- 
migration, and ſometimes according to the 
Frolicks of Natare, who loves to mix her 
Interludes and Antiques, with the eſta- 
bliſh'd Senſes of every Age. 

What I have writ, 1s to divert thee; 
But when ſhall I have an Anſwer as 
from an Old Friend? Let not the Ho- 
nours of the SeraiP, make thee forget 
thoſe with whom thou haſt once been fa- 
miliar, My Dear Hal, be not too much 
a Comurtier, Thy long Silence and Re- 
ſervedneſs forces this Language from 
me. Shall Conſtantinople blot out -th 
Remembrance of Arabia? Or, the Bh 
of a Monarchs Favour, be more Valu- 
able than the Durable Integrity of a 
Country-man, a Friend? If the S$a/taz truſts. 


his Life in thy Hands, doſt thou not 


know 
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know that a Fit of Gripes, the Stone, 
Gout, or any Violent Diſtemper, will turn 
all his Confidence into Jealouſy 2 I tell 
thee, he will ſuſpe&t Poyſon in thy very 
Looks: | 

Therefore, continue to be the ſame Man 
as thou wert formerly; and let not thy 
———_— in Phy/ick, make thee go 
ackward in Aforality. 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th. oor, 
of the Tear 1667- 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew 
at Vienna, 


OW T ſee thou art a Man of Buſineſs: 

Thy Mind is cur'd of its Religions Itch, 

and reſtor'd to a ſound Complexion» Per- 
ſevere, and be Happy» 

Let no vain Scruples of Conſcience moleſt 
thy Soul, concerning the Peace that was late- 
ly made between the Grand Signior and the 
Germans. Cares of this Nature belong to 
thoſe who fit at the Helm, and diredt the 
Steerage of the State, As for thee and me, 
our Part is oaely to Obey, without enqui- 
ring, whether it be Right or Wrong that 
we ar? commanded. Every Thing is Law- 
ful to us, that is enjoin'd by our S»perionrs; 
And the P#blick Reaſon ought to ſuperſede 
our Private narrow Sentiments- Whatever 
Premunire's we incurr by our Obedience, the 
Conſcience of the State will be our Bail, 
our Advocate, and our Ranſom. 'Therefore, 
once more, Go on and proſper. 

Thou. cou'dft not have done the Grand 

or a greater Piece of Service, than by 
thus. happily inſinuating thy ſelf with the 
Hungarian Fattion at Vienna: For, by that 
Means, thou becomeſt after of the Secrets 
on_ bath Sides; the Jorns that at 
wo 
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Two oppoſite Cabals 2t once : And fo mayſt | 
not only form rhy own Intrigues the better, | 
but alſo give a clearer Light ro the- /45ni 
ſters of the Sublime Port. 

I am difpleas'd to hear of the frequent Cox- | 
ſpiracies that have been made againſt the Em. 
= Perſon. Not for any Love that I 

ar to him or the Houſe of Auſt-i4: For, I 
wiſh there was not a Branch of that Inceſt. | 
ous Stem lett alive on Earth: Burt, I never 
knew ſuch Kind of Plots, it once diſcovered -| 
and prevented, to take Effe& again. Beſides, 
they many Times. ſpoil the main Defign: 
For, what ſignifies it, if this Emperonr were 
ſeizd and put to Death, ſo long as there is | 
any one of that Tyrannica! Race furviving. 
They are all of the ſame Blood and Intereſt; 
Educated: alſo in the fame Principles and 
Aaxims, In a Word, they have all but one 
Game to play; which is, to aggrandize them- 
ſelves, and. their Poſterity for ever. And 
therefore theſe Clandeſtine Methods of Poy- 
ſon or Aſfaſſine, will but make them more 
watchful, to prevent all Defigns of the like 
Nature, for the Future. 

Remember Nathan, that the Mark which 
thou art to aim at, is to cheriſh the Diſcon- 
tents of Hangary, by all the Arts of a cun- 
ning Stateſmay, Count Peter de Serinz, is a 
fit Subje& to work upon. The Death of, his 
Brother, and his own Difgrace at pe 2 
rial Court, with the riſing Fortune of 4 
tecuculi, have fill'd him with Sentiments of 
Revenge and Envy. He cannot, _— 

, ount 


” —_— mp—_—_ FA 
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Count 4 Averſþerg in Poſſeſſion of Carle- 
ftaat, without much Reſentment, having 
with ſo great Paſſion, begg'd that Govern- 
ent tor himſelf: ' 

If this Prince can but be induc'd to revolt, 
many Thouſands of the Croats, Dalmatians, 
and Sclavonians, will take up Arms under 
him, which will at once weaken both the 
Germau Empire, and the State of Yenice, 
Beſides, the Marriage of his Daughter with 
Prince Ragotski, may engage the Tranſylua- 
nians in his Party. Count Nadaſts alſo, they 
ſay, is not well pleaſed with the-Comrt, aim- 
ing to be Palatine of Hungary; which has 
been refus'd him. This News comes to me but 
by Report. *If it be true, thou art in the fair- 
e&r Way to ſucceed. Such great Male-con- 
rents as theſe, will puzzle the dmiſters of 
State, and exerciſe the Policy of Prince Lob- 
kovitz, | 

Beſides, if Things ſhou'd not proceed to 
an open Rupture ; yet, thou know'ſt, the 
Hungarians are offended at the late Peace, 
which will not fail to put them upon com- 
mitting perpetual Atts of Hoſtility. They 
ſtomach it extremely, That the Town of 
Newhasſe! is in the Grand Signior's Hands- 
And they will be always on their Guard in 
the Neighbouring Parts, Patroling about, 
and skirmiſhing with our Foragers: Which 
will afford a good Occaſion at any Time for 
our Sovereign to break the Peace, when- 
ever it is tor his Intereſt. There are Abun- 


dance of Conſequences in ſuch a Caſe , 
| more 
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more than we can think of , or foreſee, 
yet all to our Advantage. As long' as we 
go the right way to Work , all Things 
will ſucceed well. Make no falſe Steps, and 
there's no Danger of ſtumbling. 

Remember ſtill, That thy particular 
Charge, is to foment a Civil War between 
the Coxrt of Vienna, and the Hungarians. 
'Tis no Matter, who gets the better on't. | 
Ler 'em quarrel to Eternity, and deſtroy 
one another in God's Name. Then ſhall 
the Muſſulman Empire thrive. 

Before God, you have a fine Opportunity, | 
ye Factious: Comrades: Bur, beware of (ly | 
Interlopers. Damn the Eafineſs, and good | 
Nature ( fallly fo call'd) of thoſe, who 
will admit any Man into their Cabal, pro- 
vided he puts on a fair Guiſe, of one of | 
the ' Party. Ye can't be too reſerv'd and | 
cloſe. D'ye think, the Emperonr has not | 
his-Spies about in every Corner? A Pox of | 
your Stupidity, - if you ſuffer this brave De- 
fign to miſcarry for want of looking ſharp. 
Damn ye for a parcel of Old Thread-bare 
Fools, if after ſo many Experiences, - you 
don't furbiſh up your Wits, and look to 
your- ſelves. There's Gottendorf, Raillywits, 
Skws, the Knight, Baron Leipſem, Eluard 
the Hereditary Pretender to the Marque: 
ſate of Thans,with many others, whom I will 
not name in this Letter. By doſes and 

met, they're all Rogen, and if you 
truſt 'em too far, they ſurely betray you- - 


Nathan, 


_—_ 6 
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Nathan, believe me, I wou'd not write fo 
paſſionately,were my Life at all precious. Burt, 
I haveno other End in protratting the Minute 
of my Tranſmigration, than to exalt, as 
much as in me lies, the /A4ajeſty of the Orto- 
man Lineage, and to guard it from Dangers. 
I am plac'd here on Purpoſe, by Fate: And 
I'll do my Duty, though the whole World 
ſhou'd ſputter their Venom againſt me. 

O Iſraelite, both thou and I, muſt ſhortly 
leave this Earth; or at leaſt, we muſt change 
the Form of our Earth. We ſhall never 
ceaſe to be ſomething ; God knows what. 

( the mean Time, be what thou ſeemeſt 
fo 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th. Aon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


po oy ——_— 
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LETTER X. 


To the Moſt Sublime, and Magnt- 
ficent of the Muſſulman Baſla's, 
Achmet, the Vizir Azem. 


AY 'Chaplets of Immortal Flowers 
crown thy Noble Head, Illuftrious 
Caperli,ftrong Prop of the Houſe of Ertogriel; 
Main Buttreſs of the Tower of the Se/zuccian 
Tribe, the Lineage of Ottoman, Heir of the 
Heirs to 1ſmae/, the Eldeft Son of our Fa- 
ther Abrahim, the Glory of Men and the Be- 
loved of God. | 
Not the Unmatch'd Pertumes of Arabia, 
nor the ſurprizing Odours of the Perſ;an In- 
cenſe, which they offer'd tro the Sun ; not all 
the moſt skiltul Compoſitions of Eaſtern A- 
romaticks put together, are halt ſo ſweet, as 
is thy Glorious Nameamong the Muſſulmans. 
I receiv'd thy Orders with a Reverence ſe- 
cond onely to that which is due to the Grand 
Signior; And will perform them, with a 
Loyal Alacrity. I perte&tly comprehend thy 
Deſign, and the Drift of the Subiime Port, 
For thou haſt ſtated the Caſe like an Oracle. 
*T will not- be difficult, I believe, to ſuggeſt 
underhand to the French Conrt, the Advan- 
tage they may make of the preſent Diſtra- 
Qtions'in Hungary: For, they are already be- 
come the Subject of common Debs. 
| Wis 
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Lewis XIV. by encouraging thoſe Male-con- 
tents, and ſupporting their Cauſe with pri- 
vate Disburſements of Money, will doubtleſs 
facilitate his own deſigned Conqueſts on the 
Neighbourhoods of the Rhine. For, it the 
Hungarian Loras proceed to an open Revolt, 
and throw themſelyes under the Su/tan's Pro- 
rection ; the Emperonr of Germany will be 
oblig'd to turn all his Forces that Way : 
Which yet will not be able to withſtand the 
United Armies of the Hungarians, Croatians, 
Heydacks, Tartars, and the moſt Invincible 
. Oſmans. So that by this Means, the Empire 

will be weakned on both Sides, and in Fatal 
Danger of irs final Diflolution: Whilſt the 
Strength and Power of the Grand Signior, and 
the King of France.his Noble ke, will daily 
encreaſe- 

Beſides, this will. put all Exrope into Divi- 
fions and Parties, according as their Intereſts . 
and AﬀeCtions incline them; ſome fiding 
with the Emperonr, others with the French 
King; whilſt the Generality will ſtand Neu- 
rers, and contemplate the Iflue of theſe Wars, 
without aſſiſting one Side or t'other. Than 
which, nothing can fall out more Happy or 
Propitious for the Sacred fonarchy of the 
Ofmans 

- In Obedience to thy Commands, I have 

written to' Nathan Ben Saddi on this Ac- 

count: Altogether as from my ſelf, not gi- 

ving him the leaſt Ground to conjecture, that 

I had receiv'd an Order from the Port. I 

frequently take the Liberty ro _ or 
| ® 


? 


. 
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honeſt Jew in many Caſes; inviting him to 
Proje&s in General Terms, and to do ſome 
Extraordinary Service for the Grand Signior, | 
So that he will imagine my writing now is * 
onely of Courſe, without ſuſpe$ting any 
Thing elle. 

I beſeech thee to ſend me all the InſtruQi. 
ons that are Needful for me, not onely to 
carry on this Aﬀair proſperouſly, bur all o- 


- thers relating to the Porr. I will be careful 


to tranſmit thy Commands to Nathan Ben 
$4aaai, in ſuch a Diſguiſe, as he ſhall not 
dream they are any other than my own Pro- 
poſals: Since thou doſt not think it fit that 
the Majeſty of the Port, ſhould appear to be 
concern'd in a Buſineſs of this Nature ; ef 
cially, fo ſoon after the late Peace, concluded 
with the Emperoar. 

'Tis an invaluable Honour thou haſt done 
me; in truſting to my Condu&t an Intrigue, 
whoſe Effets, for ought I know, may reach 
all the Nations of Exrope, and laſt till the 
Day of Doom. Queſtion not my Fidelity, 
for 'tis of Proof: Befides, it many Times 
tempts a Man to be falſe, when he knows 
he is ſuſpedted to be ſo. H 

I am Slaveof the Slaves of thoſe who ſtand 
near the Sz/tan's Perſon, and confeſs Mohan 
med to be the Apoſtle of God, More particu- 
larly, Iam devoted to thoſe: who have the 
Honour to ſerve thee, the Grand Pillar of the 
Oſman Empire. God perpetuate thy Felicity« 


Paris, the 23d. of the 5th. doon, 
of the Tear 1667» L'ET- 


ow” TI oe” =} mm 5F_ © +» 


fa. Y O& 


Vol. YII. 4 Spy at PARIS. 49 
LETTER XL 


To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bear« 
er 70 the Sultan. 


Heſe Parts abound in Action at this 
Time. Couriers run up and down from 
Ceoart to Conrt, with fecret Diſpatches, and 
Matters of deep Import. The Death of the 
Queen of Poland, and of Pope Alexander VIE. 
occaſion this new ſtirring and buftlingin Ex- 
rope. She died on the 1oth- of the 5th. Ifoop; 
He on the 22d. Every Kingdom and State in 
the Weſt, have ſome Intereſt to make or pre- 
ſerve; ſome Deſign to torm, or to carry on; 
the Succeſs of which many Titnes depends on 
the well managing the Conſequences of theſe 
great and Fatal Breaches which Death makes in 
the Families of Mighty Potentates, Houſes of 
Royal Deſcent. | 
The #reach Conrt were all diflolv'd in Joy, 
for the Marriage of the Dxke of Gnize with 
Madamoiſelle ad Alencon; They were in the 
midſt- of the Nuptial Triumphs, and Fe- 
ſtival Solemnities, when the Black Expreſles 
came, which ſoon turn'd all their Mirth to 
Mourning, at leaſt in outward Appearance. 
For it was not decent for the Sos to conti- 
nue longer revelling, when the Great Fathey 
lay Embalm'd in Order to his Sepulture. 
Therefore, ro prevent Idlenefs, the King 
D thought 
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thought fit ro change the Paſtimes of the 
Court, for more Neceſlary Buſineſs; and the 
ſoft Entertainments of Hymen,tor the Rugged 
Toils of Yar. He caus'd his Armies to march 
into Flanders, to give his Qzeex Poſſeſſion 
of certain Eſtates fallen to her in thoſe Parts. 
This ſurpriz'd the Low: Connmtriesr, who began 
to demoliſh ſeveral Places of Strength, that 
had not ſufficient Garriſons to defend them. 
The King was himſelf in Perſon at the 
Head of his Army, which gave immenſe 
Courage to his Soldiers. So that Toxrnay quick- 
ly turrender'd to him, on the 24th. of the 
6th. 400; and Doway not many Days af- 
ter. In the mean while, the dareſchal 
Aumont with another Army, takes Bergue 
and Fzrnes near Dunkirk. Then he beſieges 
Liſle, which was taken alſo after Seventeen 
Days; but not without the King's Preſence, 
' who appear'd indefatigable, always on Horſe- 
back or ih his Coach, going the Rounds, and 
ſurveying all the Works. He (lept in his 
Coach, that Night the Town was taken, 
on a Bridge not far from Gaunt. They have 
| alſo taken Conrtray,Ondenarde and Aloft. They 
have defeated the Prince de Ligne, and the 
Count d? Marcin. In a Word, they have 
done ſo many Great Things this Campaigne, 
That all Flanders is Rupified, as at a /4i- 
racle. 
Hluſtrious 4ea, I have in a Sort of Minia- 
rure preſented thee with the true Effigies of 
IWeſtern Aﬀairs at ———_ Lernot my 
Abruptneſs difpleaſe thee ; fince this Epitome 
deſcribes 
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deſcribes the Truth as lively, as if I'd fll'd 
an Ell of Parchment up with Words. 


Paris, the 2d. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER XIE 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


I Know not whether I have Reaſon to 

rejoice or be fad, in my preſent Circum- 
ſtances; ſo Ambiguous are the Events of 
Human Life. Even the + moſt blandiſhing 


-Gitrs of Fortune, and ſuch as we are extreme- 


ly taken with, many Times prove like the 
Trojan Horſe, onely fair and Gay in outward 
Appearance; whiltt like that deceitful Engine 
of the Grecian Craft, they carry an Army ' 
of Hidden Calamities within, which in the 
midſt of our ſecure Repoſe, when we leaſt 
dream of any Evil, ruſh upon us from their 
conceal'd and unſuſpe&ted Ambuſcades, put- 

ting us all in Terrour and Confuſion. 
However, ſince I have had a ſufficient 
ſhare of Trouble, Griet, and Melancholy ; 
now let 'other ſprightly, chearful Paſſions 
take their Turn, be the Event how it will. 
I cannot always bear the Burden of a loaded 
_ cramm'd and puff 'd up with Melan- 
choly Winds, the Embryos or Yehicles at 
D 2 leaſt, 
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leaſt, of horrid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, 
and black Deſpair. Befides, methinks, I 
have a fit Occaſion to be merry ; being by a 
very pleaſant Accident, at once rid of a great 
many vain Doubts and' Anxieties, ( which 
have diſturb'd my Peace for theſe Three or 
Four Years) and reſtord to the charmin 
Converſation of Daria, whom thou may 
remember, I fo paſſionately lovd, in the 
Days of my Youth. | 

Know then, that one Day as I was walk- 
ing in the Streets, -I met that lovely Greek in 
Afourning. Surpriz'd above Meaſure at the 
Sight of a Perſon, tor whom I had formerly 
cheriſh'd ſo great an Eſteem; I ſtood (till at 
Firſt, like on2z Thunderſtruck. I cou'd not 
forbear queſtioning my own Senſes, and gi- 
ving the Lye to my Eyes, which aflur'd me 
'twas ſhe. Neither Age, nor Abſence had 
efiac'd her lov d [dea from my Memory, or 
fo much chang'd her Face, but that I eafily 
calld to mind the Object of my Amorous 
Defires- Yet, my Aſtoniſhment was ſuch 
at this unthought of Interview, that I ha4 
not Reſolution enough to believe my felt. 


And her Amazzment ſeem'd no lefs than 


mine: Whil{t neither of us had Power to ſpeak, 
but ſtood like Fools: T1llI aſham'd longer to 
loſe my 1eIf in ſuch an effeminate Contufon 
of Spirit, firſt broke Silence, not without 
ſome Rapture and Emotion, crying out, 
* Is it Daria, or her Ghoſt, I ſee? Has For 
* tame +ble8'd, or mock'd me at this Fatal 
** Heur * Or dodeluding Nymphs and Fai- 
&* ries, 


% 
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* y:es, haunt the Streers of Populous Cities, 
* walking about in borrow d Foxms, and 
* mixing with the Throng of Mortals, -to 
* tantalize our ſofteſt Hopes, wirh a falſe 
* Sitew of ſome dear Lover, Friend or Per- 
* fon highly wiſh'd for, ne'er to be enjoy'd 2? 
** It may be true, That Cytherea letr her 
* Heaven, ( as Virgil -does relate) and in 
* a Tjrian Dreſs, met the Heroick Of;- 
* [prizg of Aachyſes in the Fields, amu- 
* ting him with a diſguized Semblance of 
* Mortality and Human Race, untill her 
* Heavenly Voice diſcover'd that ſhe was a 
* oadeſi. So us'd Diana to deſcend in dead 
* of Night, and mix the Slumbers of Ens- 
* 221709 With Immortal Dreams ; ſtealing fofc 
* Rifles from the lovely Youth, and whilpe- 
* ring Czleſtial Words into his Ears, more 
* forcible than the Songs of Orpher:, 
* when he moyd the Trees and Rocks to 
* Paſſions of Platonick Love. At other 
* Times they wou'd come down and take 
* the Air of cool Mount Hermzs, or the Ilotry 
* 14a Thus Melfomene, Clio, and the Reſt 
* oth Sacred Nine, wou'd often. vift the 
* Refreſhing Heights of their belov'd Par- 
* waſſus, from whence deſcending to tie 
* Shady Banks of Helicon, with more than 
* Mortal Voices, woud awake ard tempt 
* the wanton Ecchv's to ſtrike up, like Vz1- 
* ſons, and join in Corſert with 'em, whillt 
* they chant the Praiſes of ſome Demi-God or 
* Herowhom they love. But that a Goaaeſ/s, 
* Nymph, or Miſe did er frequent the 

3 * Common 
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* Common Crowd of Mortals in a City, isnot - 


©* tobe credited. Therefore, unleſs I dream, 
« jt is Daria I behold. 

My Degnet, I was running on in higher Ec- 
ſtafies, at mentioning of her Name, but that 


ſhe ſmil'd, and interrupted me with an obli-. 


ging Reſervedneſs, and faid; © Idahmat, if 
* you are the Man I take you for, and wou'd 
* have my Eſteem, be lefs paſſionate, and 


* leave off this wild way of Raillery. We both. 


* are paſt the Vanities of Youth- Our Years 


*© ſthou'd now retain no Remnant Froths of- 


« early boiling Blood, and- Young, Green, 
** Fooliſh Paſſions. 

'I took this onely for a Female. Banter, an 
Eſlay of Woman's Craft,- to try the Senſe 


and Humour of a Man. For, thou knoweſt, 


the greateſt Princeſs loves a truly paſſionate 
Addreſs; though nos a puling, whining one. 


: ona ns Shetty —k—_— F< + pinch. Dc acting... a4 b 
Fol n Ls \ 


Beſides, 'tis' the. Faſhion here in France, to . ' 


uſe Romantick Forms of Speech, when they 


make Love-. However, in Regard it was. 


Inconvenient to loſe more Time, in the open 
Street, by this Sort of -Diſcourſe, I.' invited 
her to a Houſe, where we might converſe 
with more Freedoms. She accepted the Mo- 
tion, and I conducted her to the Houſe of 


Eliachim the Jew. *Tis pleaſantly ſeated on . 


the Banks of the River Seine, and has a fair 


Garden belonging to it. - Ehachim happen'd.. 


to be abroad, which gave us a better Oppor- 


tunity of improving our Time, without the - 


neceſſary Interruption of Salutes, Compli- 


ments, Cc. uſual in. ſuch a_ Caſe, oy - 
| a 
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had the Command ct his Houſe, as though 
he had been there himſclf. 

It being in the heat of Summer, I led 
Daria into a little Shady Green Retreat, in 
the midi{t of the Garden, out of the Reach 
of curious Ears, where, under the cool re- 
freſhing Shelter of a wide-ſpread Beech, we 
fate down and call'd to Mind our former 
Acquaintance and Friendſhip. Daria (till 
retain d her Native Modeſty and Prudence. 
Neither had the external Beauty of her Face 
ſuffer'd any greater Detriment, than what 
befalls the faireit Roſes, Violets, or other 
Flowers, which even in their moſt decayed 
F.ſitate, merit the Character of Amiable 
Sweetneſs. However, the Luftre of her Wit, 
and Goodneſs of her Humour, ſupply'd all 
other Defedts- 

I proteſt, my Dg-et, it was Impoſſible for 
me to ſee, and not to love again, a Perſon, 
whoſe 14e4 once was ſo Domeſtick and Fa- 
miltar to my Soul, AndI was the more 
animated to make my Corrt, when ſhe rold 
me, that ſhe was a Widow, 'Twas eaſy to 
forget, or baniſh from my Thoughts, her 
former Faithful Treachery, in acquainting 
her Husband with my Amour. Love ſoon 
removes all puny Obſtacles; 'tis ready, 
prompt, and dextrous to find Excuſes for 
the greateſt Faults a Friend can eer com- 
mit: Much more ingenious to palliate the 
Peccadillo's of a Miſtreſs. This Generous 
Paſſion by a peculiar Force extirpates all Re- 
venge, and blots out the Memoirs of palt 

D 4 Unkind- 
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Unkindnefſes. It ever ſprings and blooms 
with freſh Deſires, young vigorous Inclina- 
tions. Like ro the Palm oppreſs'd with 
Weights, it higher grows. 'Twoud fain en- 
creaſe, dilate, and ſtretch ir ſelf ro Immor- 
ality. There's no Conſideration, but thar 
of Honour, can pretend to match, or ſtand 
in Competition with the Divine Regards of 
Love. And yer, the moſt exalted Human 
Glory often vails to this ſoft Paſſion. The 
Conquerours of the World, ſuffer themſelves 
to ve oercome by Women. 

Wonder not therefore, That I who am 
Fleſh and Blood as well as other Men, cou'd 
nor now defend my ſelf from fair Daria's 
Charms, 

Excuſe me jn that I cannot now give thee 
2ny farther Account of this Adventure; be- 
ig interrupted by a Meſlenger from Elia» 


v 


"= >; y- _ _ 
=_ 


chim the Jew, who brings me Word, my 


Mother is very Sick,and wants my Company 
Expect another Dſpatch ſpeedily. 


Paris, the 15th. of the 1oth. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1667, 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XIIl. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Cuſtoms azd Superinten- 
dent of the Royal Arſenal at Con- 


{tantinople. 


"TIS written in the Fates, That Man 

ſhou'd Once, at Icaſt, be vanquiſh'd 
by a Yoman in his Lite. But, tis my Chance 
to be Twice ſubdu'd by one of that Fair Sex. 
I know not whether I acquainted thee with 
the Love I formerly bore to Daria a Beauti- 
ful Greek Lady ſojourning in Paris, Neither 
have I at this Inſtant an Opportunity to lock 
over the File of my Letters, they being in 
my Lodgings, and I at Zhiachims Houle, 
where I weite this Letter, for the Sake of a 
Convenience, which offers it ſelf, of ſending . 
thee a ſmall Pre/ent of Watches and Oriental © 
Stones, by a Few, a Aerchant who is jult 
departing for Conſtantinople. 

However, if thou art curious to know the 
Circumftances of tliis Amour I ſpeak of; - 
Our Friend Ogle can inform thee of it. In 
the mean Tire, fuftzr me to vent ſome of 
my Thoughts conczrning, Women, and. the 
Love of them, rooted fo deeply mi our Hearts 
by Natxre, Noe of our Sex cou'd &er e- 
ſcape this zentls Paſſion, ir being mix'd and 
blended in our very Original Embryos, and 

FT 
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after cheriſh'd with: our Mothers Milk. It 
was the peculiar Myſtery of qur Nurſes, by a. - 
Thouſand Female Tricks and Arts of nece(- 
fary Tenderneſs, to blow and kindle up the 
little Sparks of this Immortal Fire within . | 
our Infant Souls ; whilſt from their Breaſts-. 
we ſuck'd and guzzl'd down inebriating Phsl- 
zers.and Love- Potions, more forcible and dura- . | 
ble than thoſe the Grecian Maids compound 
by Magick Rules, when they wou'd captivate - ' 
{ome Lovely Youth within their Snares. Qur | 
Blood thus fed with early Sympathetick . ' 
Draughts, becomes the Seminary of a Thou- . '! 
fand : Amorous Inclinations ; General}; un- 
form'd, and volatile AfﬀeCtions, to that Sex: 
Till.,Time.and Opportunity fix- our looſe 
Defires, en ſome particular ſaid, whom: 
Fgte-or Chance has brought into our. View. 
At-the Firſt Glance, ſhe darts from her en- 
chanting Eyes the perfe&t Image of her Sox/,. | 
which penetrates, like Lightning, our moſt 
Interiour Faculties. The ſwift 1dea ſoon. 
transforms - us-. into - its .own Similitude ;.. 
like melted Wax we take the Momentary 
Impreſſion of a Figure, which may laſt as- 
long as we. Or, if we melt again, 'tis but - 
ro-receive ſome other Stamp of Love. Thus- 
our whole Life paſſes away in an Enchanted -: 
Circle of Amours. - 

However, 'tis the Part-of a Wiſe Man to - Y 
regulate this Paiſion, and-not ſuffer it to. de» - 
generate into- Dotage- . There is much to 
be: ſaid in Praiſe of Women, and not a little : 
in their Dilparagemente... AS we-are Riddles 

r9. - T. 
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to our ſelves, ſo that Sex is in a higher De- 
gree, Myſterious, and a Paradox. 

'Twoud bea Kind of Sacrilegious Envy to 
conceal their Excellencies, and the Advan- 
tages they have of us, in many Regards, 
whilſt our partial Pen ſhall onely publiſh 
their Defe&ts and Infirmities. Some Hebrew 
Dottors from the Different Names of Adam 
and Eve, draw Arguments to prove the 
DO" and Perfe&tion of the Female Sex, 
in that Adam ſignifies [Earth] but Eve ex- 
preſſes [ Life.] For, they affirm, that every 
Name which God impos d on any Thing, de- 
ſcribes its Natere and 2xalities, as a Pittare 
repreſents the Original, Therefore, by how 
much, Life is more to be efteem'd than Earth, 
by ſo much more Excellent, in the Opinion 
of theſe Rabbi's, is Woman than Man. 

They go farther alſo, and from the Aﬀai- 
ty between Eve's Name and the Sacred Name 
of God, the Ineffable Tetragrammaton, the 
Cabbaliſts borrow Proofs in Confirmation 
of their Dottrine. | 

I know not, whether ſuch Critical Obſer- 
vations be of any Moment, or no, in this - 
Caſe; Yer, thou know'ſt, that all the Ea- 
ſtern Languages are full of hidden Myſteries; 
each Word and Letter being impregnated 


with ſome Divine or Natwral Secret; beſide -- 


the common obvious Sence; - Thus At Zerbz, 
the Holy iuſſulman Dottor ſays,” There's * 
Magick in the Sacred Nameof Jeſwr,and that 
wheneer it ſhall be'once pronounc'd through: - 
the-Great Tube-or- Trump of "—_ - 
. Ali. 
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ſhall cauſe all the Powers in Heaven, in. 


Earth, and Hell, to bow the Knee. This 


Globe, whereon we tread, ſhall tremble, and. 
all rhe Elements melt away; the. Firmament . 


ſhall be ſnatch'd up, like to the Motion of 
an Eaſtern Antiport, Veil, or Curtain. The 
wide-ftretch'd Orbs Above, ſhall warp and 
row! together, as a fcorched Skin, or Pizce 
of Parchment does before a Fire. . £9 forci- 
ble will be the Energy of that Tremendous 
37/0 RD by which the Vniverſe was made; 
when God defigns to rend this Vifible World 
of ours in Pieces, that he may reveal his 
Nobler Works, the Worlds Invihble and E- 


ternal. This mighty Frame, on every Side . 


will bow, and yield, and. vaniſh; not able. 
ro ſupport the crowding Train and Luſtre of 
Immortal Glories, Radiant, Brighr Eſſences, 
geſcencing in a Body from the High Palaces. 
of Grd, the Infinite Solitudes and Receſles of 
the Omnipotent. 

Thou haft no Reaſon to be ſcandaliz'd at 
what 1 write, as 1f 1 yere a Chriſtian Thou 
feclt I havea Doftor of the Arabs, for my 
Anthor: A True Believer, and. reputed. 
$zirite Beſides, if I am worthy to adviſe 
thee, let not the Common Practice of A1/- 
[«lmaa Profeſiors in the Imperial City, tempt 
thee to deſpiſe the Bleſſed Son of Mary, of 
whom our He/y Prophet ſpeaks ſo honoura- 
bly. How many Chapters in the Alcoran do 
celebrate his Praiſe > I rather counſel thee to 
imitate the honeſt Tarcomans, who are e- 
tee d the beſt of Trae. Believers: Theſe 
| honour 
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honour both Je/as and his matchleſs YVirgin- 
Mether, So do the Chupmeſſtaſs, and all 
good Mnſſulmans. As for the Relt, they're. 
either Superſtirious and Moroſe Faraticks, 
Profligate Renegagdes, or Looſe, Wild LZiber- 
t;nes, who fear neither God or /1an. 

And now I've mention'd that Incompara-. 
ble Mary, Mother of the Mefſtas, of whom. 
tne Mighry A!coran ſpeaks ſuch Venerable 
Things; it is a fi: Occaſion to return from. 
my Digreſſion, and proceed in relating what. 
the Fewiſh Rabbi's ſay farther in Commenda-. 
tion of the Female Sex, 

They conſider the Order which Goa, accor- 
ding tro the Writing of Aoyſes, obſerved in. 
che Creation : viz. That among his Works 
{ome are Incorruptible, and Immortal ; o- 
thers ſubject ro Corruption and Change, and 
that as he began in the Nobleit Species of the 
Former, to wit, pure ſeparate Spirits, ſo he 
ended in the Moſt Illuſtrious of the latter 
that is, Woman; the laſt of all his Works, 
and the moſt Perfect. of Compound Beings ; 
for in her are center'd and conſummated the 
Nature of the Heavens, the Earth, Air, Fire 
and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and Ani- 
mals, and whatſorver elſe was made before 
her. This is the Opinion of ſome Hebrew 
Writers, who believe, that Ged having made 
Eve, 2rd then fſurvey'd the SHſtem of his 
Works. found nothing more Extellent or 
Divinely tram'd than Woman, Therefore in 
her he reſted and cormmenc'd the Sabbath, as 


* if his Power and Wiſdom now were tr and 
| oil'd, 
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foild, and that he cou'd not ſtart the [des 
of another Creature, more perfeC&t than her. 
Or, as if he did not eſteem the Univerſe it 
felf compleat without the laſt and moſt ac- 
compliſh'd of-'his Works. For, they hold, 
it is abſurd to believe, that God wou'd finiſh 
fuch a prodigious and admirable Task, in any 
mean or abject Thing. They alſo illuſtrate 
this by a Similitude, aſſerting » That the 
World being as it were an Intire Circle, it 
follows by a Neceſſary Conſequence, that it 
was finiſh'd in-that Part, which by the moſt 
Intimate Unjon, couples the Firſt Atome to 


_ the Laſt. 


They endeavour to Frengthen this by the 
Common Principle of Phzloſophy, which tea- 
ches, That the End is always Firſt in the In- 


tention, and Laſt in Execution” Momas- 


therefore being- the Laſt Work of the Crea- 


tion, it is evident, fay they, that ſhe was 


the Chief Deſign and Aim, the Almighty had 
in building this Immenſe Fabrick, which he 


firſt furniſhed and adorned with infinite 
Riches and Delights, and then introduc'd her, 
as into her Own Native, Proper Palace, 


there to reign-as Abſolute Queen over all his - 


* Works. 
Beſides, they take Advantage from the 


particular Place of her Creation, to exalt- 
her, in that ſhe was form'd in Parad;/e.among... 


the Angels, whereas Ian was made in the 


Common Waſte among the. Br»tes, And. 
therefore they ſay, Yemen have this peculiar 
Privilege, That-when -they look down from - 


—_— — — — — 
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any Eminent Height or Precipice, they feel-- 
noDizzineſs or giddy Symptoms in their Head, 
no Miſt or Dimneſs in their Eyes, being, as it - 
. were, nearer their proper Element,: or lofty 
Birth-Place-. Whereas it is common for Men 
wn troubled with theſe Accidents in ſuch - 
a Co 
But the moſt prevailing Argument they 
uſe, is taken from the Stupendous Beauty of - 
that Sex, which, like the finer Sort of Clouds 
in Summer, ſeems to engroſs the Splendors- 
of Immortal Light, and fo refle them on 
the World. How matchleſs is a Fomary's - 
Form > What dazzling Majeſty environs her, 
from Head to Foot? Gaze on her lovely- 
Countenance withcut . Altoniſhment ; or fix- 
your Eyes on her's without -an Ecſtaſfie ; 
Thoſe Lights which do miſlead the Aforning 
Stars, and cauſe the Gods to ramble from -. 
their Heaven, it what the Ancient Poets fay, 
be true. So did Apollo for his Daphne, and : 
Tupiter for others of that charming Sex. Nei- 
ther need we wonder at this, fince the 7:t- 
ten Law it felt: records, that els fell in-- 
Love with Admirable aids of an Race, 
and took 'em for their Wives, or Concubines, - 
from whom the Progevy of Giants: came» - 
This more Modern M#rters teſtify, that In- 
corporeal $pirits- and Demons of all Ranks - 
'Qualities, both Good and Bad, have been: 
enflam'd with Ardent Paſſions for ſome /07- 
ral Virgin, Which is no-falſe- or vain Opi- 
nion, as the Incredulous Part of Men wou'd-- 
fain inſinuate, but a known Truth, confirm'd:.. 
by-many Experiences. . Indeed... 
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Indeed, fo admirable is the Figure, Voice, 
and Mien, of a Fair Yomar, that he is will- 
fully blind,, who does not ſee, whatſoever 
Beauties the whole World is capable of, con- 
center'd in that Sex- And for this Reaſon 
'tis, that not onely fas, with Angels, De- 
20ns, Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of 
Rational Beings, admire a Fair /oman.; But 
allo the very Brutes are ſtruck with a pro- 
| found Amazement at her Sight : With Sighs, 
and filent Vews, the Animal Generations 
pay Homage to her, and adore the ſtately 
16:1. Every Thing in Natare is enamour'd, 
and lies proſtrate at her- Feet. She alone 
commands the Va:we, ſe. 

Yer, after all, my Brother, they have their 
dark fide too, like the Reſt of Mixed Beings. 
Tixy are-the Frontier-Paſles of rhe World 
ADove. and that Below-: The Gates of Life 
and Death; .the very Avenues to Heaven, or 
Ficll according as- they re usd. Like Fire 
tney ll warm and refreſh a Man, :f he keep 
at a aue Diſtance; bur, if he approach too 
n=ar, they'll ſcorch and bliſter him, if not 
conſume him quite. Or, like that other Z. 
lement of Witer, they re very good and. ſer- 
Viczable, whilſt kept within their Bounds, 
but let 'en: once break down the. Banks of. 
Mogeity, they ll threaten all with Ruine, 
In a Word, tis neither fate to vex 'em in. 
the leaſt, or humour 'em too much, The 
Exceſs of Foudnels, as well as the Defe&t of. 
Natural Love, may equally undoe us. Pru-- 
dent Generolity is the onely Mcthod of as 
Shares 
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king our ſelves happy in the Enjoyment. of 
this Sex. | 

Dear Pe/te/i, let us Reverence our ſelves, 
and then we carinot fail of due Reſpect from 
our Wives and Concubines: For, they love 
a Man that's truely Maſculine and Brave. 


Paris, :he 15th. of the 1oth fon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER EIT 
To the Same. 


Uſt as I'd finiſh'd rother Letter, I was 

alarm'd afreſh with new Diſoveries of S0- 
{ymasy's Treachery» That Barbarous Dog, 
is certainly an mp of Hell, a Devilin Human 
Fleſh; an Adventitious Plant, pluck'd from 
the Drery Banks of Ph/egeton, or Cocytus, and 
engrafted in our Noble Stock, on Purpoſe 
to ruine and deſtroy us. The whole Tribe is 
bound to curſe him with immortal Execra- 
tions. He induſtriouſly ſeeks and ſtudies all 
Occaſions to do' Miſchief. His Veins ſure 
ſtream with fierceſt Venoms, rather than 
with Human Blood. The Poyſon. of Dra- 
gons and Aſps is under his Tongue, and. the 
Gall ot Crocodi/es within his Lips. His 
Lungs breath nothing but Infernal Smokes ; 


the Spirit Negiaher times the Stole and oy 
ole. 
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a/tcle of his Heart ; and his whole Body is a 


Den of Fiends, as Foul and Black, as thoſe | 


which guard the Throne of the Great Prixce 
of qunnt-7 6 | 

+ I cou'd haveeafily _ his ſly rnalicious 
Artempts upon my Li | 
Interloping Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies 
and Slanders, with all the Train of his Per- 
fdious Aﬀtions: But, that he ſhou'd abuſe 
the Vertuous Fatima, Daughter to our Un- 
cle V/eph, is an Injury I cann't put up, or 
pardon. That Innocent Lady ne'er deſerv'd 
ſuch Cruel Unmanly Uſage at his Hands 
The-Dregs-of a Thouſand bitter Curſes be 
his Portion to. drink in He!!, unleſs he repent 
of ' this: prodigious Baſeneſs, and make Ho- 
nourable SatisfaRion: 
Thou wilt wonder perhaps, what is $0/- 
9141's Crime, that fills me with ſuch Impla- 
cable Reſentments. *Know then, that Fat:- 
8's Husband, being call'd 'to the Grand 
S:1gnor's Service in the Wars of Dalmatia, 
and for that Reaſon, forc'd to tarry from her 
above theſe Fourteen Af00ns; ſhe entruſted 
Solymas with an Aﬀair of grand Importance, 
a- Matter which concern'd her Life, Honour, 
and Welfare in the World. Ir ſeems ſhe had 
a Quatre] with an old Grecian Hag, who 
ſought to proſtitute her to the Great Caas 
of S9-r7a, where ſhe lives This Granace 
had by a ſtrange Accident, ſeen Fatima in a 


Bath, frequented onely by omen of Quality. 


However through ſome negle& of the Servants, 
he.was not ſpy'd himſelf, but went away 


deeply 


e, and Honour; his: 


; 


| 


: 
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deeply in Love. . That Paſſion, thou know'ſt, 
makes every Body reſtleſs, that is tormented 
with.it- He knew not how to eaſe himſelf, 
but by communicating his thoughts to the 
fore-mention'd Grecian Widow, whom he 
had often made the Confident of his Amours. 
The thorow-pac'd Bawad ſoon promis'd him 
Relief, and that ſhe wou'd accompliſh his 
Deſires. However ſhe fail'd and found her 
ſelf miſtaken, when ſhe came to tempt the 
Inviolate Chaſtity of Fatima. For, all her- 
glittering Promiſes, her - ſofteſt Rbetorick, 
cou'd neer corrupt a Heart eſtabliſh'd firm in 
Vertue. | 
Mad at her Repulſe, ſhe ſtudies how to 
be reveng'd, conceiving it not impoſſible to 
bring her Deſigns about by Violence, fince 
Fair Perſwaſtons wou'd not do- She frames 
a-Formal Accuſation againſt Fatima before 
the Cad, taxing her with F/itchcraft and - 
other Crimes, upon Oath.. The Cad having. 
learn'd his Leſſon, wou'd not hear the Canfe 
in open Divas; but pretending Indiſpoſition 
of Body, causd her to be brought before 
him in his private Bed. chamber. The Greek 
had. ready by her, feveral ſuborn'd Witneſſes, 
to depoſe moſt horrid Things againſt the In- 
nocent Woman. When the Cad profeſiin 
an intire Reſpet to Fatima's Husband, 
ſeem'd>to take Pity on- her Circumſtances, 
and way'd the farther Proſecution of the 
Caſe till another Time, keeping Fatima 
Priſoner in- the mean while in his own Pa- 


JACHe 
All. 


63. 
All this was manag'd fo privately, that 
no Body in the Town took Notice of it, fave 
an Acquaintance or Two of the Grecian 
Widow, and $/yman our worthy Coulin, 
who happen'd ro be at S$1rn4 in this very 
JunEture, among his other Rambles. 

Perfons in Trouble, are willing to fly for 
Refuge to any Friend, defiring their Aſſ- 
ftance; Fatima, all in Tears at ſuch an un- 
expetted Change of her Condition, had 
Leiſure and Opportunity to ſpeak to Solyman, 
conjuring him to go to certain Intimate 
Friends of our Family, living in Aleppo, and 
tell them her Circumſtances. Inſtead of this, 
the Faithleſs Villain goes to her Husband's 
Friends at pe, telling them the moſt 
ſhameful and ſcandalous Things of Fatima, 
his Malice cou'd invent ; and that by. her 
lewd Courſes ſhe had well-nigh ruin'd her 
Husband; producing at the ſame Time for- 
ged ZB:/ls and Letters as from him, whereb 
he raisd a Thouſand Zequivs, with whic 
the perjur'd Villain's gone no Body knows 
whither, to make his broken Fortunes once 
again, and lay a Foundation for new Cheats. 
Whilſt the poor injur'd Fatima, is forc?d to 
bear the Reproach and Infamy of Things 
whereof ſhe ne'er was guilty, But, Time I 
hope will clear her Innocence, and bring that 
Curſed Vagabond to Shame. 

I counſell'd him indeed long apo to travel, 
and ſee the various Regions of the Earth. But, 
F-ne'er advisd him to load his Sex/ in ſuch 
long Voyages with the Guilt of baſe Ingrath 
tude, 
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| tude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy and other 


Vices of the blackeſt Hue. The ſmaller 
Frailties, Stains, and Blemiſhes of Human 
Life, are too great a Burden for a generous 
Heart to bear without Complaints and Sighs, 
He that has but a Spark of Vercue in him, 
bluſhes for every Peccadillo he commits. If, 
tempted by good Company, or in Hopes to 
baniſh Melancholy Thoughts, he indulge 
himſelf a larger Draught of Wine, than what 
is Ordinary, and fo inſenfibly boil up his 
Blood.to Irregular Heights and Superfluities, 
he's all this while no Body's Foe but his own : 
He plorsno Miſchiet againſt his Friend, Re- 
lation, Harmleſs Neighbour, or Acquaintance. 
All the Enmity he ſhews is to himſelf, and 
in his Cups he is not aware of that. For 
which Reaſon afterwards, to expiate the Cri- 
minal Advances he made to ſelt-Murder ; he 
willingly ſcums off the grofler Ebullition of 
his heated- Veins, in penitent weeping: A 
Flaod of Tears runs from his Eyes, like ge- 
nerous Libations, at the Foot of the Altar, 
to pacify the Wrath of God ; whilſt the ligh- 
ter Part evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows, 
Thus his Pollution vaniſhes like Smecak, and 
he is ſoon made Clean again. And fo in other 


| Vices 'tis the ſame, with Men diſpos'd to Ver- 


tue. They endeavour to root out the Evil 
Habits they're accuſtom'd to. They try all 
Ways, and Stratagems to reform themſelves. 
But wicked Men byInclination,fin on without 
Remorſe. They never ſtudy to retrench the 
Evils they commit. Ever propenſe to ok 

they 
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they chuſe its ways, and court the-Opportu- 


nities of doing Impious Things. They're na- | 


tively Unjuſt, and cannot live at Eaſe with- 


out premeditated Crimes. It is their Ele- | 


ment, to be projeting Miſchief. And ſucha 
one is So/yman our Couſins 
God inſpire him with more GratefulSent]- 
ments towards his Friends, more Natural and 
Aﬀettionate to thoſe of his Blood, and a more 
juſt Deportment to all Men: Or elſe may 
e be like Cai, who for murdering his Bro- 
ther was. condemn'd to be a Vagabond on 
Earth ; and like Zexnls Bazar the Perſian, 
who falſely accus'd Hoſain the Prophet and for 
that Reaſon was troubled with a Palſy in his 
Head as long as he liv'd- 


Paris, 15th. of the 1oth. 11con, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 
To the Mufti's Vicar. 


-Sent an Account to the Port of the Death 

of the late Rymbeg, or Pope, who is rhe 
Great Patriarch of the Nazarenesr. Now 
the Cardinals have choſen another to ſucceed 
him, whom they call Clement IX. A Man 
of a great Character for Learning and Piety, 
and one from whom the Franks expect Glo- 
rious Things to be done tor the Publick Good 
of Chriſtendom. 
; Theſe Popes ſeem to inherit the Authority 
and Honour of the Ancient Pontifex IMaxi- 
mus, or High-Prieſt of the Romans in the 
Time of Paganiſm. Nay, they aſſume a far 
more Ample and Uncontroulable Power. 
For, thoſe Gentile Prelates always ſubmitred 
to the Imperial Authority, from which they 
receiv'd ProteCtion, and Maintenance. Bur, 
theſe Chriſtian Fathers acknowledge no S#- 
periour on Earth. Kings and Emperonrs do 
Homage to them, and perform the meaneſt 
Services; as to hold the Baſon whilſt the P 
waſhes his hands; + ©-!d the Stirrop, whilſt 
he mounts, or aliz{:* irom off his 2vle. 
Sometimes Great F? ++ lead his Horſe by 
the Bridle; whilt” + :::orher Seaſon, they 
carry him on their +|©1111i15- *Tis Recorded, 
that Emmenes, Kirr i Pergamus came to 
Rome, and pulling 1! his Tarbant, _—_ 
a 


__ - - 
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laid it on the Ground before the Senate, con- 
felſing he receivd his Liberty from them, 
And Pruſias, King of Bithynia, us'd to ſtylg 
himſelf the Roman Sexate's Slave, and bow 
down to the-Earth before them. But. this 
is nothing to the Reverence which Greateſt 
Monarchs pay the Pope, when crawling .on 
their Hands and Knees, they kiſs the Sandal 
on his Foot- 

He can make and depoſe K:»gs at Pleaſtire, 
abſolve Szbjeftts from their Allegiance ; bind 
and remit Sins,open and ſhut the Gates of Pa. 
radiſe, Purgatory and Hell, or at leaſt he en- 
deavours to make rhe World believe ſo. 

He has Seventy Cardinals tor his Aﬀſiſtants, 
and Counſellors, all equal to Princes: A 
Hundred and Thirty Archbi/hops under his 
Obedience: A Thouſand and-Seventeen B:- 


 ſoops: A Hundred and Forty Four Thouſand 


Monaſteries and Religions Houſes: Three 
Hundred Thouſand Pari/hes obeying his 
Will, and yielding Homage to him. So that 
if he were reſolv'd to carry on ſome laſting 
War, he need only lay an Impoſt of Sx 
Crowns a Year on every /4onaſtery; and Fifty 
Two on every Pariſh, and it would amount 
to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly Income, 
And if out of every /naſtery, he choſe out 
Ten Men, he wou'd have an Army of Four- 
teen Hundred and Forty Thouſand Men: 
Which is more than any Potentate in ths 
World can do befide. 
- Thou wilt fay, 'tisz Wonder then he does 
not pur this in Prattice, and fo wage m_ 
WI 
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with the Grand Sigiior, who has fleec'd him 


. bt ſo many flouriſhing Countries formerly 
. Ender his Obedience 


. *OSacred Oracle*of 'the Adaſſuimars, Goa 
has tied up his Haridz he'cannor do it, Theſe 
tre but Empty Speculations, Imprafticable 
ProjeQs, Phantaftick Chimera's, The migh- 
ty Trafn of his Archbi/hops, Biſhops, Pariſh. 
Prieſts, with Jeſuits, Monks and Friars, 
though never ſo willing to obey his Orders in 
fach a Caſe, 'yet cannot ftir a Foot without 
the Leave of - their Reſpe&tive Sovereigns. 
For, they are difpers'd through divers Kinp- 
doms, Stater and Principalities, where they 
are ſubjeR to the Law's and Governmert in 
Force. So that unleſs he cou'd unite the 
Hearts of all rhe Chriſtian Princes: one with 


' another, and with his own, to undertake: fo 


erand an Expedition, it-is impoſhble ever to 
effe& his Will. Each Nation has an Intereſt 
of its own to purſue, which - makes 'em deaf 


. to ſach Propoſals -as may embaraſs, if not 


ruine them. No Peter of the De/art, ram- 
bling up.arid down from Conrt to Cort, 
with his Relizionus Barangue, will cer again 
prevail to raife another Cr»/ade. That Zeal 
is out of Faſhion now in Chri/tendom. Kinps 
in theſe later Ages, have nct half the At- 
tach and Veneration for the Pope, they had 
in former Times. When Pope Boniface YIII. 
claim'd a Temporal FuriſdiGion.r France ; 
Philip the Fair, being then King, ſent him 


' this Thort Anſwer; Let thy Great Sottiſhneſs 


know, That tn Temperals we are ſubjett 7d 
E none 
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none: but God alone» And a:+French Embaſſa. © 
dor at Rome, (peaking fomething boldly to - 
the Pope, the Prelate reproach'd him, That | | 
hit Father. was burnt for. 4 Heyetich ; where- | 
upon” the Empaſſador gave-him ſuch a Box 
oth' Ear, thar he fell down as dead- But it 
was a tart-Meſlage indeed, which the Ea/tcrn 
Bifhops ſentro; Pope Fohn: Ill. who claim'd 
an Univerſal Authority over all; the Chny- 
ches.1nthe World. For, faid they, + firmly 
veligue thy. Abſolute Authority over thy own 
Subjetts; but we who are not [ſubject to thee, 
cannot bear 'thy Priae, nor are we able to (4 
riate thy. Avaricee The Devil be with thee, 

4n4 Goa wh us, . 


in a Word. All Deamark, Swcae/and, Nor- 


. way, Hoſlaxnd, England, Scotland, Geneva, 


ſreiaud, halt the Empire, and, half Suiſſer- 
«rd, are fallen off from their Obedience to 
the: Pope within. theſe Two Hundred Years. 
Arid thoſe Rixgdoms and Srates which yer 
continue under the Yoke, are ready to ſhake 
it- off at every Furn, when they are never 
ſo htcle_ gaul'd -and vex'd. France, Spain 
and Femice,Otten huft ths Pope into Compliance 
wich their D2mands. . Nor dares he to refiſt, 
but. winks and puts up-all, like-an old de- 
«repid Father, tor whom his Sons are grown 
too ttrong- 

Holy Sxctefſer of the Prophet and .Me/- 


ſergers of Goa; Thou art th' ſnfail;ole Inter- 


-reier of the Law; and Tuage of Equity, yet 
doit not argogate a Power above thy Com- 
»5/[tome Þog Grand  Seaior honours thy 
"YM OE: © © "Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Sandttity; And thou obey'lt' 
with humble Submiſſion the Tmperial. Edits. 
He is thy Lord, and th6u his Gaide and 
Tutor in the Way to Paradiſe, May God 
encreaſe thy Illuminations -with thy- Years, 
and inſpire me and all the T>-ue Faichfal 
with fincere Loyalty to our Sovereign, and 
devout Obedience to thee, without the 
leaft Alloy of Treachery or Superſtition. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th. 3100y, 
of the Tear 1667» 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
Vienna. 


IA thou ſeeſt, T am a truer Prophet 
'N than thy New Mefſias, that Impoſter.. 
Sabbati Sevi: And yet, though I'm ſo in 
Effet, I do not aſpire at the Title» I claim 
no Character aboye that of a Morral, who 
has not quite forfeited his Sence and Reaſon. 
However, if :then wilt yet retain ſome Ve- 
neration for his Perſon, ſhew it by imitating 
his Example, and embrace the 1[[nulmas 
#aith 2s he has done. At leaſt he Dutwardl 

ofefl=s it; and had the Honour to do ſo firſt, 
mm Preſence of the Sz/ta». I know not whe- 
ther thou haſt heard of this or no- Thy Bre- 
thren perhaps may-be unwilling to diſperſe 
the News of a Conver/i9n bringing fo much 
Infamy to all Your Race, 'Tis poſlible they 
are aſhamid to own ar gebliſh ro the World, 
the Tidings of rheir own Egregious Folly, in 
giving up their Fairh to ſuch a Cheat as this: 
A Cheat as one wou'd think grown ſtale and 
fetid enough, to make a man that had the 
ſmalleſt Grain of Sence recoil, confidering 
how oft your Fathers have been bubbl'd de- 
fore by ſuch Upitart 2defſizffes, ſuch Spun 
ens Prophets as this: 


{ commend the Wit of £445ati Sews, in a 
2 
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he would-not ſtand the Brunt of the Grazd 
Signiors Arcners, or by a vain Preſumprion 
hope for Miracles from Heaven to skreen his 
Naked Body from a Show'r-of Fatal Shafts, 
| Had he been ſo raſh, I ſhould eſteem him the 
 Greatelt Afiracle of Sapidity that” Cer was 
extant.on the Earth. It thou haft not been 
yet-informed of theſe Paiſfiges, Fame will 
- quickly bring them to thy Ears; and then my 
Letter will not feem obſcure. In the mean 
Time, affure thy ſelf, he deny'd his Apo/t/e/hip, 
to fave his Life, and this before -the Grand 
S'gnior, with the Chief Granaces of the Comrt: 
W here, at the ſame Time, he confeſs'd Oze 
God 'and Aahomet his Meſſerger. If thou 
arth's Diſciple therefore, thou oughteſt to be 
Kedfalt, and tread in his Steps, giving Glory 
to the Eternal One who has ſent Prophets into 
all Nations, to lead Men in' the Right ' Wag, 
as he ſent Moſes to the Houſe of 1/r4et. 

Nathan, ſuffer no' Natrow Principles, -no 
Partial Prejudices to ſhut up thy Sad from 
the- bright Splendors of Immortal Truth, 
which ſhine on every Man, . The Lighrot. 
Heaven is not confin'd to One Parrieyiar 
Lineage. 'Tis Copious, large and. infmite ; 
ſpreading abroad its Univerſal Rays, tnlighr. 

ning all the Families and Nations on Eacrh. 
'Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firſt (ent 
Hoſes with the Written Law to the Pofterity 
of //aac, Had they obey'd the Sacred /ifts- 
tutions, "tis poſſible your Race had now been 
bleſs'd above the Reſt of Men. Perhaps-your 
Fathers would have TE theic nn 4 
£ 3! | ar 
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'far and wide to the utmoſt Limits of the | 
Zand; from India to the Weſtern Shores of ® 
Africk, and from the Remote Borders of * 
the South to Nova Zembla in the Artick Cir- © 
cle» Then devout Princes wou'd have tra- * 
vell'd from the Foxr Angles of the World, | 
and made long Pilgrimages to Jeruſalem, 
there to perform their Yows, and offer Sacrs- 
fices to the King of Heaven, 

But alas your Azceftors turn'd Infidels and 
44olaters, even at the very Foot of Aſount Si 
aj, whilſt the Tremendous Eccho?s of the 
Thunders yet were in their Ears. They made. 
themſelves a Calf: of Gold, and Ador'd the 
#4o! of their own Workmanſhip: So did: 
their Ghilaren worſhip. Adonis, Venus, Diana, 
and almoſt. all the Rabvle of the Gentile 
God:, and Goddeſſes, For which Reaſon, the 
Wrath of Heaven was kindled againſt 'that 


' Generation: God rowzd the Mighty . 146- 


»archs ot.the 'Eaft. to take up Arms and pu- 
niſh ſuch a #iched Race of Men. . How oft 
was Fair Jeruſalem. ack'd, and all the Jew: 
deſtroy 'd or carried away Captives 'by Per- 
fians, Medes, Afſyrians, or the Kings of Ba- 
bylon ? How-aany Prophets were ſent to tell 
.em of ,their Errours.and reclaim 'em?: But 
the Obducate Sons of Facob Rop'd their Ears, 
being reſolutely bent- on, Wickedngfs; the 
Meaſure of which being 6nce complzte, Fate 
hgn'd the Edit of your Utter Ruine. For 
then came 7eſ#s the Son of Mary, the True 
MMeſſias, who. foretold the Irrevocable Ca- 
teſtrophe” of Neriifalem, which" came to pals 

471 accordingly 
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accordingly in that very Age ; When the 
Victorious Roman Army laid it all in Aſhes, 
not ſo much as ſparing the Glorious Temple 
of Solomon. Eyver fince which, the Jews have 
been diſpers'd abroad through all the Earth, 
Each Nation, City, or Province where ye 
live, account ye Execrable Fugitives and 
Vagabonas. 

In the mean while, the Fame of 7e/#s 
ſpread abroad ; his Heavenly Dottrim?, per- 
fet Life, and Mighty Miracles, fubdu'd the 
Hearts of Men. Chriftianity took-Root 1'th' 
World : Ir grew, and branch'd it ſelf through- 
out the Continent, The Koman and the Gre- 
cian Empires tamely fat down under the 
Cuxrch's Shade within Three RKundred Years; 
and quickly after, other Nations fied uito 
the Sacred Shelter. Bur in proceſs of Time 
this Religion alfo, like ro yours, degenerated 
into Error, Superſtirion, and Idolatry. And 
then-Ged rais'd up Mabomet, our Holy Liw- 

iver. Heſent him down the Bock of G/:ry 

y the Hand of Gabriel; And command<c{ 
him to reach it to the Flouſe of [/mae! hrik, 
and then to all Men that were- willing | r6 
embrace the Vadefiled Faith; but to chaſlile 
with Fire and . Sword;. the _ [afide/s who 
ſhou'd oppoſe his Aion, and refift the 
Truth. 

How ſoon- the Mnſſniman Law . took 
Place, and gained Ground in Arabia, Per- 
fia, Swia, and-:the. Adjacent Regions oh the 
Eaſt ? Nothing was able to ſtand before the 
Warlike Troops of 7r«e: Believers, How 

| ; OI 1 Bold 
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Bold and Matchleſs were the Actions of the 
Valiant Ha/;? How wiſe the Counſels of 
Sage Omar, and Aju- Bacre? How Eloquent 
and Forcible the Words of the Chaft and 
Generous Oſman ? The Prophet was happy 
in the Company of all the Holy Caliphy. 
They fought and conquer d all before them. 

Wheneer the Heavenly Banner was dil- 
play'd, Trembling and Horrourſeiz'd the Þf:- 
acts. Showers of ſucceſsful Arrows ſtreight 
were ſent, *gainft which.the Uncircumiſed 
cou'd not ſtand; much lefs could they ſuſtain 
the near Approach and dreadful Shock of our 
Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Battalions 
quickly thrunk and poſted from the Field ; 
whilſt Ours unmindful of the Spoil purſu'd 
the Chace,and ſtrew'd the ground wirk [laugh- 
rer'd Carcaſſes of flying Miſcreants. Conqueſt 
attended the True Faithful, whene'er they 
drew their Swords. Thus for above theſe 
Thouſand Years has our Religion made its 
fortunate Adyances. on- the Earth: And'it 
another Zaw ſhou'd be reveal'd, and ſome 
New" Prophet riſe to- check  the' farther 
Growth of 2/aſſalman Faith, and' unger- 
mine the Empire of the Faithful; we ought 
not to refleft on Mahomet for this, as tho' 
he were an mpions Sedacer, any more than 
we do on. /foſex for ypur Calamities; or on 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, for the declining 
State of Chriſtendom. | 
- "Tis not impoſſible, but 'that the Omn1po. 
' tent may have hidden Reſerves of 'Precept? 
yet to be divulg'd. He has had ny 
; | et 


Vol. VAI. @« Spy at PARIS. @x 


Merhods and Dilpenfations in all Ages and ' 
Parts of 'the World. Neither js-it fit for 
Mortal- Man to limit the Efernal-One, or fet 
him Rules. His Methbds are to ns Incom- 
prehenſible. He ſent Loſes, a Mah bred up 
1n all the Sciences and Wiſdom of the Eg 5p- 
tlans, To Jeſus he committed his hidden 
Power and Knowledge; and the ' Apeſt/2s 
{pake all Langaages. . But” Mabomer cou'd 
neither Write nor Read, and yer thou ſeeſt 
his Lew has profelyted many Mighty King- 
doms, States, and: Empires. Who knows, 
but that in Future Times he will convert the 
Apoſtate Warld by ſome Damb Perſon, who 
can neither. Hear. rior Speak 2 Or by ſome 
Blind Man who cou'd never ſee? Or it is 
not Impoſſible, but that he may employ - 
ſome Maid of Admirable Beauty, Gifts and + 
Learning, in the 25ſterious Work. So were 
the. Hb:{s of Old inſpir'd with Sacred Wil: 
dom, and Fore-knowledge of Things . to 
come-- ANfINd with Inward Blaſts of fomie 
JIazmortal Wind, the pregnant Virgins ſoon 
conceiv'd. deep Myſteries 'of ' Fate, which 
they writ down on Leaves of Trees: For - 
they were Eremuis, and Twelve in Nutnber, . 
as Ancient Record ſay. © Ohe of them liv'd 
at Cuma in taly, where her Cave is ſhewn 
to Travellers, at this Day- They. forerold - 
what ſhould. happen in Aﬀee! _ -imes, 'patti- 
cularly the Birth of Jeſus th » of Mary. - 


Bur they never faid.a Word ©'_ «117 Sevs, 
or of any other Me//ias to. corn. ifter rhe . 
Firſt, "Theſe Hol aids were-had in great | 


E:s, - Yeneration. 
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Veneratjon by the Gentiles, who pgither'd 


up the ſcatter'd Leaves whereon they. writ 
their Propbecies, and trapſcrib'd them care- 


might be deliver'd ſafe down to Pofterity. 

y,what I have faid, Nathas, thou may 
perceive, That I aim at.nothing elſe, but to 
wean thes from .' the © Superſtitiaus fond 
Gonceit of. your Nation,; and: to make thee 
fenſible, T 4 


0 -—< —  — —  — Ro - 


they have for many Age/ forfeited this Pri- 
vilege. Since which he gave the.Goſpe! tb Fe- 


leon Earth. 
here are no. Parti Paſſes n the* Divi- 


_bis Garment-covers. all the S$ky;, the” Golden 


rej91 


fully on Paper ; that fo the Sacred Memoirs 


- ſus the Son of Mary, the Alcoran to Maho-.. 


TIE ES DN <a. 


ferent Ranks, Capacities and.. Defires: *of- | 
"Things He Fefs the Sue wich an; TwmoPal. | 


'-" When Phie$x-s upon the Wing by 'Dg, 


t though God once tavaured the 
Jews with Oratles of Light and Reaſon, yet: | 


ko 
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with" every Being compounded . of them, 
back in the welcome Kays. So do the Pla- 
nets Above, who take a ſingular Pride, to 
fold ſome Part of the 1Usſtrious Dreſs a- 
bout them. They wrap themſelves ha/f up 
in borraw'd Light, and then like #e{ters 
Franks, they foot it to and fro, in their be- 
loved Walks Above; giving the neceſl; 
Salures and. Conge's to each other, en» Paſ- 
fant, and to the Sedentary S:gns and Fixed - 
Stars, 'to ſee if -any of them mind their 
Courtly Garb and Mien : - For they are the 
Sun's Domeſtic; Pages, the Favonrites of + 
his Serails At other Seaſons they ſtand fill, 
perhaps to - gaze. upon themſelves, in Con- 
venMatien of the Majeſtick Figure they - 
make. 
So have I ſeen a proud conceited Span 
Trumpeter, atter he'd blown a Zevet pretty - 
well , lay down the: SjIver, Inftrument with 
a Diſdainful Gravity, . His, Checks all {pln 
with enclos'd Ai, and Soul puft'd. up with 
Arrogance, - he ſtruts and curls his: Blick - 
Mnf aches. Then, with big. Looks ſurveys 
himlclf trom Head to: Foot; caſting an Eye - 
ot- Scorn upon rhe, Silent Tbs. conſcious 
that he alone can.make it ſound {o well. 
{Thou wilc ay4, wander jo my Pilar | 
as-much as thoſe. Hezvenly Bedier I'm. ſpgakr 
ing gf. 'Fis; true, Nat an our: Thoughts 
are free, ' and not confin'd .to Rules. and 


| Forms. Weeaſily flip from oneImagination - 


to another; And" fince V've made this Pla- 
netar.y Digreſlion, ſuffer me-now. like them 
; "x w © "3 to » 
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to run Retrograde, and come to the Point 
from which 1 rov'd. 

" Doubtleſs, each Individual - Beizg is fill'd 
with its Eſential Blifs. The Fire has its 
Specikck Happineſs; fo has . the - Air, the 
Water, and the Earth, with all -the Living 
Generations' on it-- And when the Mf 
High diftribured the Sons of Humane Race 
through all the Various Climates, Zones, and 
Provinces, he furniſh'd every Region of the 
Globe with Gifts and Produfts, Riches and 


| Delights. Agreeable ro the Inbabitants : - 


Wih'this Provi/o, That they ſhou'd live in 
Innocence, ' Juſtice and according to Reaſon. 
From © which Eternal Law if.-any People 


fwerv'd; they ſhould forfeir theſe Privileges, 


and be ſubdu'd if not extirpated, by ſome . 


mote. Vertyous Nation. . 

From hence ſprung all the-Revolutions of 
Mighty Kingdoms and Empires ; one lacs 
friely fopplanting another to this Day. - And 


the Sins of your Nation being greatervit ſeems, 


than'thoſe of any other, God: has-.diſpers' 


yay over all the Earth; withour ſuffering you 


to inherit or poſſeſs a Foot of Ground. 
' Tf ever therefore Fate deſigns to reſtore the 
Jew! again to the Holy Zand, wherein their 
ather: tivid; never expe it, till your Er- 
roneous Minds, and Vicious Manners.are ro- 
form'd. For; Paleſtine was never ſeated fo 


'deliciaufly, for Blogdy Zealots, Hypocrites.. 


and Cruel Uturers. to enjoy+. 
Barls; the 2d. of rhe 13th, Zfoon,. 


of the Tear 1667» LET-. 
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LETTER: XVII. 
To Dgact, Oglou. 
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| #6 cre Queany a Gilt, and I'm once - 


'more cur:d of. my .Dotage- There is 
no Truſt in Woman's Beauty, Faith, or Wit- 
T hey are deceitful as the Fruir of Afphaltites: 


are PerfeRt* Riddles. and Paradoxes; 
mi 


ve more Unlucky Tricks, than croſs: 
rain'd Elfes or Fazries, When-a Map over- 
red by his' Amorous Paſſion . thinks to 


embrace a Goddeſs, he meets with [xion's - 


Fare, and. only . kugs a gaudy Cloud or 
Meteor. | | | 
F will not -make thee ſick: with a particu- 


lar Rehearſal of my ſecond Folly in being (o . 


fond of one who had betray'd me formerly. 
= = ohene the. vain ng | mace, 
t in iging Thigs e, NOr 

deceitful Anſwers: I will not-tell -thee, 
how ſhe drill/d me on into ber Snares, and 
led ye in.an Amorous Circle; Con- 
tent thy ſelf ro know, that I've been Twice 
her C#!/, andif cer lam tha Third Time, 
'twill be. my own-BFaulr, as the «ban fays- 
No, my- Dyer, t've; done: with that-. Fa/fe 
Sex.. Henoeforduterevet Labjure alt Ama- 
_ rous Regards: of Women” Lit ſhun 'er,. as 


Lwould x /Peſtlence. x11 ciber ſhue my 
wy. if 


ar 07a turn | 'em another wa 
whene'er I meet x Female... 1 will not thigk 


(—_— 
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of. them but with Difdain and Hatred. Fi- 
nally, I'm. off from 'em to all. Intents and 
Purpoſes. 

However, as the Arabian Proverb ſays, 
Trat Wind blows from an Un Point oth 
Compaſs, which wafts no Good to ſomebody : So 
from Dari«'s Falſe and” Feigned Smiles, 1 
reap ſome -Benefit. . I've learn'd a: Secret, 


which has-rid- my Spirit.of a Thouſand Cares; 


Diſquiets, and Agonies. 

In the Year 1664-- of *the Chriſtians He:. 
gira,I ſent a Letter to the Noble Kerker 
Haſſar, Baſſa, our Countryman'; Wherein 
Iiinform'd him of an. Afſaſſine made -upon 
me in the Dark, as I was going tomy Lode-. 
mgs; and how I kill'd: th? Ruffan that at- 


rempted on my Life. I told that Generous. 
Grande, all my. Jealouſies, . and ConjeCtures- 
on that Subje&t ; how I: ſuſpetted ſome of - 


my Enemies at. the Port, to have a Hand in 
the Defign; or elſe, that my Sicilian 414- 
fer was concern'd*in' 


over'd to himat large, -cou'd never beat 


Reſt, till he faw Parsr,: where: he delign'd to - 
be the Bxecationer of his own-Revenge,; and > 
4ay in waivaccordingly: for my:Jate-Retucr- . 


Lodging: ' His Wife k 


'ndt ignoramt of niy 


— , 


t 1 knew. not well- 
what I—_ qt now $a pm | 
*twas Darids Husband, who-reſenti -. 
ly. my former Amour with her, which ſhe. - 


| new» nathing ! of bis - 
Deſign,” he-having pretended other BuGneſs-- 
2t. the- Oity«. And: 'twas from Accidental - 
Words. ib-her Diſcourſe, that IcolleRed this - 

great- 


| 
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ereat Secret: For, when I asked her. of her 
Husband's - Health, the told me, he was 
kill'd ar ſuch.a Time, by Night, in an Alley of. 
Paris, by. whom ſhe never yet cou'd learn. 
Bur, I raight bluſh'd with Conſciouſneſs, 
and took the Hint. I drop'd ſome Neceflary , 
Careleſs ies" by' Degrees : And all her 
Anſwers till confirrs'd me, -as to. Time and 
Placz, with other Circumſtances, 'That he - 
muſt' be the "Mari I murder'd in my own 
Defence, ſo fong"agoe- ! 

I kept this Secret lock'd up in:my Breaſt ; . 
nor cou'd my doting Fondneſs melt. me into -. 
ſuch a ſoft and ealy Temper, as to betray my 
felf ro her- But I took inward Pleafure at. 
the "Thoughts-of my Deliverance from that 
ſudden -wolent 'Death z and . from my At- 
ter-Cares and Fears,'- by thig. | Diſcovery. . 
"Henceforward--F'H-fi no AMuſſulmean, 
though my Enemy. Nor. ſhall | be &-. 
fearful - of my. Sicilian Maſter. No Pan-. 
nick Terrours ſhall:gonfine mexto my Chath- 
ber, and make me ſpend my Days in-freeting.. 
and conſuming Melanchaly. I-will not be 
furpriz'd, when Strangers knock at the Gate, - 
or when I hear the Bluſtering Voices of the . 
Pariſh-Offiters-below, or the ColleCtors of- 
the King's Revenues--. Yet, theſe before were 
dreadful as the Sultan's Atteſtherifh” or Fa- 
tal Warrant,. when he demands a Baſſa's. 
Head. So forcible is P qe g and ſuſpen- 
ded Thoyelfulneſs ; fo black the Influence 
even of mif-grounded-.. Apprehenſien . and -- 


My. 
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My Dgnet, This Mortal Life is a dark Za- 
bjrinth of croſs Events Bewilder'd Man 
gropes up and dowa; he often trips- and 
ſtumbles at Contingencies ;. he ſtrays about 
in Thorny, Rupged Paths, not-knowing 
where he is, or which Way to turn himſelt. 
Sometimes an Jems Fatuns with its deceitful 
Lizht, miſ-:guides-- him into Miry Places, 
-Fens and Bogs; .where he's in. Danger of 
being ſwallow'd'up; or leads him to the 
Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad- 
vance but one Step more, he's gone beyond 
Recovery: _ falls.-and "ca himſelf. to 
pieces, on under-growing. $o 

Reaſon is the only Clew that can conduRt 
us ſafe, through all the Windings of the pe- 
rillous Maze. . Heaven grant that.thou and 
I may ne'er let go our Hold of this ſo nece(- 
fary Faculty, untill. is has.conduſted us -$0 - 
Paraasſe, © 


Paris, the 15th- of the 22th. :2foos, .. 
of. the Tear 1667+ | : 


| 


LE'TFER. 
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LETTER NXVL 
To the Kaimacham: 


6g 


* Aſt Year I gave.thee an Account of the 
Birth of a young Princeſs of France. 

Now I ſhall inform thee, That ſhe was ba 
tiz'd on the 22(t. of this Aforn. Baptiſm 
with the Nazarenes, is Equivalent to our 
Gircamciſion : Nay, tis ſomething more De- 
vine, if we may believe them. They call 
it the Sacrament of Initiation, the Firſt HMy- 
ftery of Chriſtian Faith. But, when 'tis 
apply'd to Children of Royal Extraction, the 
Sons or Daughters. of Kings, it Jooks 
more -like a Ceremony of State, thin a 14 
ftery- of-Retigion. However, be it- what it 
will, 'tis perform'd with Abundance of 
Pomp and Magnificence.. And at this Ce- 
remony it is, that every Chriſtian receives his 
Name, whichis given by the Godfathers and 
Gramothers, that is, Perſons who ſtand Swre- 
ties for the Child's Education in the Chrs- 
ftran Religion, This Princeſs was nam'd 
AMaria ſa, by- the Datcheſs Dowager 

of Orleans, and by the Dre of Enguien- 

On the ſame Day the *Candinal Duke of 
Vendoſme had Audience of the King and 
Been, in Quality of Legate de Latere from 
the Pope. ' Trſeeros the es O_ had 
defird' the Pope"'to ftand Godfather to -the 
Danphin ; whiclythe good Prelate accepting, 
ent 


ee CS as Ce Ins 
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ſent this Cardinal as his Deputy and Repre. 
ſentative, to perform the Charge. He is to 
give the Dauphin his Name. In the mean 
while, he ſtands much upon Pazctilio's, re- 
quires vaſt ReſpeAts and Submiſſions from 
the French: Biſhops; and carries himſelt with 
as much State, as if he were a Goa or an 
Angel ; looking as big, as if he were the 
Emperour of the Univerſe, And well he 
may, fince during his Zegation, he has as 
much Power as the Pope himſelf ; that Soe- 


. reign Prelate, having mveſted him with all 


his own Paternal full Authority; Which he 
wou'd make the World believe, is greater 
than that of Earthly Kings arid Emperors. 
And yer he ftyles-himſelt the Servart of the. 
Servants of God. A fine Piece of Eccleſia- 
flick Hyporrifie! The Ways of thefe Infidelr 
are double. Their Praftice runs counter to 
their Profeffion. They wou'd fain appear 
as Saints, when in Effe& they are lictle bet- 
ter than Devils. 

There: has been a great Alteration lately 
made in Portugal; the Eftates of that Na- 
0x having compell'd their King to renounce 
his Government, and*conferr it-on Dom Peare, 
his Brother. The Spaniard laugbs at- this 
privately, hoping from their Inteſtine Ani- 
moſities to draw Occafions of advancing his 
= Intereſt, and of recovering that Crows 
again. F 

Accompliſh'd Minifer, There is Nothing 
New under the fon; but a perpetual Cir- 
cle of the ſame Events: What we ___ 

n 
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in this Age, as a Novelty, has been aCted 
o'er and. oer in former Times. Peace 
follows War, and War treads cloſe upon the 


Heels of Peace. Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, 


Obedience, Vertue and Vice, are the Reci- 
procal - Off ſpring of each other. There's 
nothing fix'd or ſtable ; but the World-turas 
round upon Erernal Vicifhtudes 


Paris, 3oth. of the 1ſt, Moon, 
of the Tear 1668» 


LETTER 


A Eg 
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LEITER XIX. 


To-AbdeFMelec, Mult Omar, Pre- 
fident of the College of Sciences 
at Fez, 


| Receiv'd thy Invaluable Diſpatch, con- 
taining . Marvellous Things, Revelations 
of a Sublime Rank, Myſteries heretofore un- 
diſcover'd. Yet I was. not much ſurpriz'd, 
having all along preſagd fome Vaſt Improve- 
ment of Learning | Dk thy accompliſh'd 
Spirit. O thou Terreſtrial Star of the Firſt 
Magnitude, Chief in the Conſtellations of 
the South! | 

Glory be to God, who from Infinite Dark- 
neſs ſtarted the Eternal Bright /aa's of the 
Univerſe; and on the Womb of Everlaſting 
Silence, begat the WORD by which hz 
formed all Things. Doubtleſs, there is no- 

Blemiſh in his Works : No Botches, Knobs, 

or diſproportionable Unevenneſſes. The 
World's a /perfe& Beauty- 

” Were Prolomy alive, thy Sfem df the 
Heavens wou'd put him to the Bluſh. And: 
T cho Brahe wou'd ſneak out of his Planetary 
Frame, by ſome wild and more than Eccen- 
trick motion, aſham'd that he had been ſuch 
a Botcher in Aſtronomy. Copernicus himſelt* 
wou'd (ink under the Burden of the -Adoor, 
which the overloaded Earth wou'd in 1Re- 

: vengs- 
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venge let fall upon him, for his Unnatural 
Cruelty to his an Mother,in pps 
ſo long» And all the World wou'd celebrate 
thy *Praiſe, 'who. baſt thus happily reſcu'd 
Heaven and Earth from thew Embaraſs- 
' ments. x 

Thy Thoughts are high and+elevated:to 
the Heaven of Heavens; yet thy Humi- 
lity ſtoops to the Center of the Earth. But, 
all Mankind wou'd be obligd to thee a- 
freſh, if thou wou'd'ft  vouchſafe to take 
the Middle Path, and ſurvey with thy accu- 
ſtom'd -Accuracy, the Surface of this Globe, 
whereon we Morrtals tread. Geegrapsy, de- 
ing already 'ſeniftble of 'her 'Elder Sifter's 
Happineſs, -in rhy Corre&ion and Amend- 
ments of the former Aftironomick Schemes; 
—_ alſo for thy Superviſal of her own 
Defects and Blemiſhes, 

Thoſe that have meaſur'd the Earth, can- 
not agree in ſtating her Circumterence: And 
there were few in' former Times who. cid 
believe th* Antipodes' The Mnſſuilmans of 
India do aflert, that th Earth's ſupported 
by Eight Mighty Elephants : .And- thoſe of 
Turky, ſay, it reſts upon the Horns of a Great 
Bull. It either of theſe Opinions were to 
be taken in the Literal Sence, *'rwou'd pur 
the dulleft Philoſopher to Subſannation, or at 
leaſt a Fit of Laughter- But, doubtleſs they 
are Allegorier, under which are veil'd' tome 
Frue and Natural Secrets. 

However, It the Globe reſt where it will, 
on Bulls, or Bears, or Elephants; or Camels, 

Dromeaaries, 
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Dromedaries, Harſes, or the Back of At/a: 
-as the Gentiles did affirm; I wou'd fain 
know, methinks, how large a Space of Land 
we have to» tread upon, and what Propor- 
tion is allotted to the Sea. 

"Tis true, we have a Common Notion of 
Four Quarters of Dry Land, Afia, Africh, 
Exrope and. America. Yet this is quarrell'd. 
at by thoſe of Later Times, who add-a 
Fifth which they. call 27age//anica, or "the 
Southers Unknown Earth. From Itrnmemo- 
_ rial Times, our Fathers were acquainted 

with the Three Firſt Divifons- or Precintts 
of the Globe : But, the Two Laſt. were but 
of late diſcover'd, fince the Improvement of 
AER and the Invention of 'the Com- 
pA Jo , 


in Vogue, That after Noah's Flood, Aſia 
tell to the Share of Sew and his 'Poſterity; 
Afrique to Cham, and Emrope to Faphetr, 
Whether this be true or no, cannot be prov'd, 
but is wholly owing to "Conjecture. - How- 
ever, this is certain, That if it-were ſo, there 
have been mighty Changes in the Inheritances 
of Noah's Off- ſpring ; and Alterations of 
their ſeveral Limits: Inſorauch, as now they 
ſeem to be in Part blended and mix'd-toge- 
ny or at leaſt, ſhufl'd from one to ano- 

ter.” 
- Thoſe who livd-in the fiddle Ages, 
made but Two Diviſions of the Globe ; Viz. 
Aſia and Emrope : Anid in this they alſo 
differ d: For, ſome made Africh onely a 
Province 


There is a Vulgar Tradition, every where 


h, 
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"Province or Part of the Former, perſwading 
themſelves that they were Anciently joined 
together, tho afterwards ſeparated by a vio- 
lent Irruption of the, £t/amrick Sea, by the 
Streights of Gibralter ,” which before was 
a Narrow /thmus or Neck of Land; but 
from the Time that Bank was waſhed away, 
the Mediterranean Sea deriv'd its Origins 
Others made _Africk a Patt of Aſa, they 
being not abſolutely ' parted: by any Sea; 
though' ſome Ze 5prian Kings, and Roman 
Emperoars, attempted fo mak 
tween the Meaiterranean and Red Sea. 

A Third Sort divided the Known Part of 
-the World into Afia, Enrope, Africk; -and 
, Whilſt a Fowrth plac'd Egypt. to the 


Account of Af, making the River Nile 


the Boundary between it and Afr:ck. But 
this was Incommodious, in. Jogeed it left 
that of Egypr on the Weſt of Nile, to Afri- 
ca. Such was the Confuſion of rhe Ancient 
Greek and Roman Geographers, pt. 
As for America, 1t takes its Name from 
Americas Veſputins, a Florentine, who-made 
the Second Voyage to diſcover *it.' Fog 
it was Firſt deſcry'd by Chriftepher Co. 
lambys, a Genoueſe, in the Year of the Chri.- 
tian Hegyra 1492. by the Order and at the 
Charge of Ferdinand, King of Arragon and 
Caſtile. This Part of the World is divided 
into Two Mighty Empires; the Northers, 


or that of Mexico; and the Somthers, or - 


that of Pers, 


AMazellanica, 


ea Caral be- © 
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| Megehanica, or the Southern Vntnown 
Land, derives its Name from Ferdinand 
Magellan, the Firſt that er diſcover'd it, in 
| the Year 1520. when he fail'd quite round 
- the Globe. About Five and Forty Years af- 
terwards, Francis Drake . an Engliſhman, 
touch'd upon the ſame Coaſts';'and Twelve 
Years after him, Thomas Caudiſh, one of his 
Countrymen, Likewiſe Oliver van Noord, 
a Hollander, undertook the ſame Voyage. 
- But none made ſuch Advances in this new 
Diſcovery, as a certain Spaniard, call'd Fer. 
ainand de Quier. i = 
Ged knows what ſtrange and unexpeRed 
Novelties this Connmry might afford, if 
Men were once acquainted with it. This 
'may be the Saut}yary of the Ten Tribes of I/- 
-raelites, which were led away Captives by 
Salmanaſſar, King of Aſ[yria. Or, perhaps, 
the Inhabitants of this Country, are of ano- 
ther Race than that of Noah and Adam. 
We may from them, *ris poſſible, derive 
new Lights, as to the Pre-exiFFence of Hu 
man Souls, Who knows, but they have 
Records more ExaGt and Ancient, than the 
Indians and Chineſe? Be it how it will, I'm 
clearly for new Diſcoveries There is a cer- 
tain Specifick Boldneſs in my Spirit, which 
promen me to invade the pretended Mode- 
of Natxre: I long to furle the Veil, 
which hides ſo many Sccr<ts, and wi h 4 
Phitoſophick Confidence, were I in Power, 
I'd rumple up the Envious Coverings of ſuch 
Defwable Wonders. | oh 


Vol. VIT. & Spy at PARIS. gy 


Oh! that ſome Godlihe Monarch in this 
Age, wou'd in Roza/ Bounty equip a Navy, 
and man them with the moſt Expert and 
Reſolute Mariners on Earth, with Veſlels to 
tranſport an Army of Land-Sokiters ; With 
Tandon to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and 
other Neceflaries for ſo vaſt an Expedition. 
Surely, the Event wou'd anſwer ExpeCta- 
tion ; the Gains wou'd far tranſcend the 
Coſt; the Honour infinitely ſurpaſs the Pe- 
il ; and all our Known Familiar World, 
wou'd be oblig'd by ſuch a fortunate Lnder- 
taking» + 

Sage Omar,it depends on thee to bring this 
thing to paſs, Start but the Propoſal to ſome 
Mighty Sovereign; Thy Recommendation 
will be of Force» Thou wilt be more than 
a Columpus, Magellan, or Pizarra. In fine, 
thou wilt wind up the Searches of this In- 
quiſitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scru- 
FIDIES» 

I only hint the Thing; do thou purſue it, 
and all Generations ſhall celebrate thy Fame, 
Ged inſpire thee with freſh Ardours, 


Paris, 9th, of the 2d, 4001, 
of the Trar 1668, 
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LETTER XX. 


To Oſman Adrooneth, Afſtrologer 
to the Sultan, at Adrianople. 


OP Ptalomy was much out of his Byaſs; | 


bis wild irregular Phar/y, drunk with | 

the Lees of Ariftotle's Dark Opinion and | 
Conceit, ſtumbl'd and fell aſleep upon the | 
Thought of the Earth's being Center to the | 
Univerſe, and then the Reſt of the World | 
ſeem'd to run round his giddy Head. He | 
often ſtrovo to lift his Heavy Noddle up, to 
ſee whether it were ſo or not- But the beſot- 
ting Load of Prepoſicſſion,weigh'd him down 
again. He ſlumber'd, dream'd and ſnorted 
loud, ftretch'd out at large vpon the fair 
Chimera. | 
The ftudious Candidates of Truth and | 
Science, by his Example fcll to the ſame 
Riot in Phi/oſophy, and continu'd the De- 
bauch for-many Ages : Till, too much ſur- 
feited and cloy'd with ſuch a fulſome Enter- 
tainment; bold Tycho . Brahe rubs up his 
Eyes, and wakes the Company with a new 
Syſtem of the Mighty Frame. Then all be- 
gan to ſtart, and rowze, as at ſome Prodi- 
gy. His Heavenly Gim-cracks pleas'd the 
Palate of the Age» His Epicycles, Eccen- 


' tricks, Perige's, and Apoge's, with all the 
Reſt of his gay Whim-whams, were recei- | 


ved 
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ved with General Applanſe. Till the more 
Excellent Copernicus appear'd with ſome- 
thing Newer till. And then the 'Blunder- 
ing Dane abaſhd, flipt off the Stage wirh- 
out ſo much as raking his Leave. _. 

The Aſtronomers ſoon fell'in Love, and 
pay'd Implicite Adoration to the Idol which 
Copernicss (ct up- And 'twas but Reaſon z 
fince, they had never ſeen a fairer or a juſter 
Scheme of the World before. 

Yet every Ape improves it ſelf in ow 
ledge, on the Ruines of 'the Former. An 
thus, what Ptolemy neer found out, not 
Tyxcho Brahe 'or Copernicns cou'd mend or 
match, it now they were alive; is very late 
diſcover'd by the Incomparable Abdel 7Me- 
lec Mali Omar, Prefident of the Collegs of 
Sciences at Fez. 

The Happy /Au/# Abu! Tahyan, Ptbh- 
feflor of Philoſophy there, firſt ſtarted the 
Propoſal of a Mathematical Experiment- 
And, laying Heads together, the Primate 
of AMoreſco Dottors, Father of all the Afri- 
can Alfaqui's living, found a true Demon- 
ſtration 1n it. 

I have lately receiv'd a D:/patch from that 
Renowned Prelate, with an encloſed Model 
of this Planetary Machine, A Copy ot - 
which I ſend thee, drawn by my own Hand. 
It repreſents the Original to a Point» Exa- 
mine it well and thou wilt find, 'tis much 
more tegular and exa&t than any of thoſe 
Amiquared Schemes, and anſwers all the 
Queſtions of 4fironemy, withbut the leaſt - 


F 2 apparekt 
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apparent Blunder. Beſides, it has a perfe& 
Symmetry and Proportion in every Part: it 
makes the World appear a compleat Beau- 
ty. Whereas the Frame which T53c40 Brahe 
made, was all deform'd with wild Uneven- 
nefles. Nor was the Syſtem of Copernicus 
without a manifeſt Borch, in making the 
ſmall Orb o'th' Aon alone, to interfere with 
that o'th” Earth: Whilſt all the other P/a- 
ets Circulate in their own entire and foli- 
tary Spheres, without an Interloper to di- 
ſturb 'em. 

Beſides, he makes the Earth an Atlas to 
"the 0x, whillt this poor weary Globe is 
forc'd, jn his Opinion, to drudge yearly 
round the Zodiack, with the vaſt Burden of 
Ds5ana on its Shoulders. 

If it be fo, it is no wonder that the Earth 
ſo ofcen faints and trembles under the migh- 
ty Load. Henceforth we need not lay the 
Blame of Earthquakes to Exceladns, as if 
the drowzy; ſnoring Gyas!, turning his 
monſtrous Bulky Corps from one Side to 
the other, were the Sole Cauſe of thefe 
Convultions: When Mortals reel and {tagger 
as they walk upon the Surface ; when Trees 
an} Mountains rock, as in a Cradle, and 
whole Cities are ſometimes ſwallow'd up. 

No; let poor Enceladus {leep on, and take 
what Reſt he can in his I»ferna! Priſons 
There was no Danger of his e'er ſtirring 
again, after he'd once been thorowly ſowc'd 
in Zethe'sall-benumming Streams. Copernicus 
ts onely in the Fault: Whenc'er we feel _ 

ata 
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Fatal Heavings of the Globe, 'twas too 
unmerciful a Task he impos'd wpon it, eſpe- | 


\ cially in its Old Age. 


It wou'd have grumbled in its early Days 
and ſturdy Youth, had it been thus ſeverely 
us'd by Orphens, Homer, Hermes ,Triſmegiſtns, 
or any other of the Primitive Sages. But now 
to be thus roughly handl'd by an Upſtart 
Infidel in its declining Years, when Three 
Parts of its Marrow's decay'd, and its once 
potent Nerves and Sinews are ſhrunk, its 
Liver waſted, and every Vital dwindling 
away ; almoſt broke its Heart. | 

Therefore theſe African Sages, in Duty to 
their aged Mother the Earth, have found a 
Way to free her from' the Burden of the 
Moon in her decrepid State; and yet to 
make the Su», the Center of the World; 
adjuſting at the ſame Time, with accurate 
Laws,and an Unblemiſh'd Order,the Motions, 


Stations, and-various Poſtures of the Plazets. 


_ - This Happy Revelation in Aftronomy, is . 
not to be divulg'd in Publick Writings ; leſt 
ſome Inquiftive Curious Traveller, Ambi- 
tious Nazarene or Envious Jew , ſhou'd 


chance to light upon the Sacred Scheme, and 


boaſt himſelf the Inventer of it, 

Let it be onely communicated to Learned, 
Faithful A/uſſu/mans, of the Firſt Rank: 
For, ſuch Celeftia/ Myſteries, ought not to 
be proſtituted to ths Vulgar- Tell not the - 
little 7a/mir Sgire Rugial of it. For, if 
thou doſt, all the Frank Merchants at Aleppo, 
ſoon ſhall be made. privy to the matchleſs 

F. 3 Secrets - + 
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Secret» Be it a. perpetual frcarum in the 
Breaſts of- Sublime Men, exalted Souls ; 
Friends of God, and little leſs than Prophet. 
And be it ſo, till all the Sages of the. Eaſt 
and Soxth, are firſt-made ſenſible of it, and 
able to defend it, againſt the vain Attempts 
of the Vncircumciſed Nation. Then let it 
be promulg'd in 4!/a's Name throughout 


the Globe, to the Eternal Honour of God, ' 


and Glory of his Prophet, who cou'd neither 
write ner read, yet has Diſciples to whom 
alone the pureſt Reformation of the Hini- 
verſe is owing. 

Do but ſurvey with an Indifferent Look, 
the laſt and lovelieft Portraiture o'th' 
World that eer was made by Man. Fre 
thine admirir _ on the ifck Seat 
and Palace of the Swn. Confider at the 


fame Time the True and--equal Forms, Dl- 


menfions, Diſtances, and mutual Interſe- 
Rions of the Ambient Orbs, without the 
ſmalleſt Blurr or Blot in all. the Eternal 
Frame. Then tell me thy Opiniog; whe- 
ther thou canſt not Calculate Natinities, e- 
re& aH manner of Schemes, make Almanacks, 
tell credulous Men their future Fortunes, 
appoint th' Eclipſes of the S»n-and Moon, 
&t Venxs and Mercary together by th' Ears, 
or ſhr up furious 2fars tro make a Hurly- 


Burly in the Heavens and Elements: Or-if 


thou canſt not wheadle the fowr Curmudgin 
Saturn, into a ſoft obliging Humour: Or 
fret the Noble Jupiter to Madnels, by a 
damn'd Conwnttion, with his Mortal Ene- 
my 
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my : And a Thouſand more Aſtro/ogica/En- 
terprizes- Tell me, I fay, whether thon 
can'{t not perform a}l this and more, as well 
by rhe enclos'd Effigies of the World; as 
by the old Thread-bare, Weather beaten, 
Worm-eaten, {ta/;ax Clock- work of Prolomy; 
or the later inventions of 73cho Brabe, and 
Copernicas. 

It will no now longer be a Secret, how thoſe 
Birds diſpoſe themielves, which at a cer- 
tain Time o'th' Year, are ſeen to gather in 
mighty Troops; and fly diretly upward out 
of Humane Sight:. not one of the whole Sps- 
cies being. left behind, .or tound on -any Part 
oth' Earth, until the AZoon has rowl'd full 
fix Times round the Zodiack: When they 
return again in equal Companies unto this 
Globe, each Species to its Native Region» For. 
th «1p. wh Fowls exattly know the Hour 
in which the Earth does in its Yearly Circu- 
tion interſect the Neighbouring Orb o'th' 
A40n,and then they Snatch the Opportunity 
to quit th* Attractive Armoſphere, and take the: 
Air of that Adjacent Playet. 

I havea' great deal more toſfay on this Sub- 
ject, which I will reſerve for another Letrer. 
In the mean Time.thouVenerable S:ar-gazer, 
adicu, and remember to be private. 


Paris; 5th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. © 
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LETTER XXT. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Prigcipal 
Support of Learning and tree 
- Sclence. | C 


TH E Orders of thy Sanity, came like 
a Meſhge from Heaver, ſurprizing me 
at once, with equal Pleaſure and Aftoniſh- 
ment- Every Line encreas'd my Rapture, 
And now 1 m_ I had no more to wiſh 
for in the World, ſince the Great Patriarch 
of the Faithful, had condeſcended to im- 
brite the Advice of ſo mean a Slave as /ab- 
mut. It has been my paſſionate Deſire,. eo- 
ſee Knowledge flouriſh in the Renowned 
Ottoman Empire, that the I»fidels may no 
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Bar- 
bariſm. This was the Reaſon, that I fo 
often importun'd thy Predeceſſor, to encou- 
rage the Tranſlation of Hiſtories into the 
Turkiſh Language. Now thou art pleas'd 
to begin this Gloricus Work, and to ho- 
nour me, by requiring my Inſtructions in 
the Management of it. Nay, thou haſt 
commanded me, to lay the Foundation of 
fo Illuſtrious an Enterprize, in preſentin 
thee a Pattern or Model of this Great Wark 
- @ontaining an Hiſtorical Epitome of ON 
reat 
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Great /Adonarchies, with a brief Series of 
the moſt Remarkable and Famous Tranſa- - 
Aions, Changes, and other Events in the - 
World, with Reference to the Nation and 
Age wherein they happen'd, 

As to the Advice thou demandeſt of me, 
I think it wou'd be for the Honour and . 
Benefit of the A4»vſulmgns, That a Com- 
pleze Hiftory of the Forld, ſhould be col- 
leRed out of the moſt Ancient and Sincere 
Writers, and digeſted into Annals, from 
the very Beginning of Time, down to the 
Reign of our preſent Emperoxr, the Auguſt 
Sovereign of the Whole Earth: That ſo, 
whatſoever has been done on Earth worthy of 
Memory, may be rank'd in its proper Time - 
and Place; and we may not grope any lon- 
ger in the Dark, when we would know, - 
in what Year or Age any Famous Warri- 
our or Monarch liv'd.or died; or, when 
any renowned. City - was built, befieg'd, 
taken, and deſtroy d, and by whom. all 
theſe Things were done: With many other 
uſeful femoirs, in. which the Orromanrs are 
now wanting- 

In the Beginning of this #rk, it will be 
abſolutely neceſſary, to have Recourſe to 


'the Chronicles of the Indians, Perſians and 


Egyptians, and to the Writings of Ss 
amer, Thales, Zeno, and ot of Greece, 
Phaenicia and Thrace. For, though the 
Naxzarenes of the Weff, deſpiſe the Autho- 
rity of theſe Authors, and calumniate all 
tor Fables and Romances which was deli- 
F 5 verd 
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ver d betere- the Firſt- Olympiad; yet, the 
more -Impartial Inhabitants oft the - Eaſt, 
whether - Chriſtians or Muſſulmans, rejec 
Nothing which has the undoubted Stamp-of 
Antiquity ; but rather ſeck to uoriddle the 


Myſterious Expreflions of the Poets and 


Philoſophers, who ſtrove induſtriouſly to 
cover all their Knowledze and: Tradi-. 


tions under dark «Emma's, Figures, and. 


__ Tal 6 _ core —__ - 
1q#41y might -not 0e. prophand, by the 
Rude and Unpoliſh'd Vulgar. E 

It was ever the Maxim of fome An- 
cient Sages and Politiosans, thus to keep 
the People in Ignorance of paſt Times; the 
better .to. aflure their Dominion and Au- 
thority over .chem-. They onely reveal'd 
what. was obvious- to every Man's Sence, 
the manifeſt and viſible Influences of + the 
Heavenly Bodies, the Courſe of the S»», 
Moon and Stars, the Natures of Plants and 
Ammals, with whatſoever elſe .was lyable 
to any. Man's Eye and Apprehenfion. Bur 
as- to. the. more obſtruſe and lels. Conlpi- 


cyous Works of Natxre, they . were like - 


the Secrets of State, kept under. a Veil. 
Yet, there.. wanted .not. Men of Wiſ- 
in- other Parts.of the World, who 
{trove to- unfeld, all - Things, and render. 
Mankind- familiar with whatſoever.. fetl 
under humane Intelle&t. Among theſe, the 
Indians and Chineſes Geſerve the firſt Place, 
who were never covetous of the Gifts of 


Nat#r2, . but ſought. to improve. all thoſe 
is of 
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of their . Nations in the Knowledge of the 
Arts and Sciences; -and eſpecialiy, in the 
Syſtem. of . Ancient Hiſtory. - Theſe Reo- 
ple, ſhut up. themſelves from the Reſt of 
the World for many Ages; fearing» leſt + 
Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of - 
their Primitive Laws and Inſtiturtions- On- 
ly Alexanaer the Great, and before -him, 
Semiramis Queen of the Afhrians, had e- 
ver Acceſs to the Indies in Old. Tine. 
And China was never open till of late, 
when their too potent Neighbours the 
Tartars, broke through their famous Wall, 
and ſubdu'd. the whole Empire. And their 
Buſineſs was not with Books, but with 
Alen. 

For theſs Reaſons we need not won- 
der, that the [ngian Brachmans and the 
Bonxs's of China, deliver an. Account ct - 
the Origin of the World, and the next (uc- 
ceeding Ages ſo far beyond the Epocha's of : 
all == Hiſtorians, eſpecially theſe in the 
Weſt. | 
For Events of. later Date, the Compilers 
of this /Y//+% may make Uſe of ſuch Fz/# 
rians, as have written the Annals of Gyeral 
Nations fince the Firſt Olympiad. 

It thou knowſt 'not whas an Olympiad + 
means, 'tis the Form of Computation us'd . 
in. the Ancient Grecian Hegyra, every. Olym- 
piad containing Four Years And the hrſt 
of theſe Olymprads began in the Year of the © 
World 3228. At. which Time Chorebxs of 
£45, fignalizd himieif-by winning the ug t 

Ars 
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Race that ever was run at the Olmpick 
(7ames. Theſe Games were celebrated eve- 
ry Olympiad; and all the Toth of Greece 
fHock'd to them, to try their Skill in Run- 
ning, Wreſtling, and} other manly Exer- 
ciles. 

About this Time Hiſtorians began to 
write Partially, and the Truth cou'd hardly 
be diſcern'd from the Fabulous Errours with 
which it was Adulterated. Yer this rather 
proceeded from a National Emulation, than 
from a Deſign to corrupt the Ancient Be- 
lief. However, thou mayſt give Credit to 
Thucidyaes, who in the 86th. Olympiad be- 
gan to write his Fiory of the War in Pe- 
loponeſus, between the Lacedewonians and 
thoſe of Athens; which War continu'd One 
and Twenty Years, as that Author teſtihes, 
who wrote Annals of it from the Begin- 


ning to the End, And among other Re- - 


markable Paſſages, which he is very exact in 
recounting, he mentions a famous Eclipſe 
of the S»» that happend in the Firſt Year 
of that Yar, and was ſo great that the 
Stars «wx at Noon-day in the Shy. 
Platarch alſo ſpeaks of this Eclipſe, telling 
us, that Pericles, Prince of the Athenians, 
being at Sea when the Sun was thus dar- 
ken'd, and perceiving the /4aFer of the 
Veſſel in a great Frighr, as at ſome Prodigy 
he threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, 
and ask*d him, If he was afraid of that, 


or lock'a wpon it as a bad Omen? And 
when 


Ww Oo O—— 
— 


. Athens. Theſeare worthy to be tranſlated into 


the Memorable Events that happen'd during 
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when the Hafter anſwer'd, No; Pericles 
reply'd, What Difference is there between 
this Eclipſe of the Sun and that, ſince 
both are caur?d by the- Interpoſition of a 
Veil between the Sun and thine Eyes ;, 
onely that Veil 1s larger than my Cldak,, 
it being the Moon which covers that glori- 
ous Lamp from our Sight ? 

Much about the fame Time livd He. 
rodotus and Helaricus, two famous H:- 
forians, Men of Integrity and Credit , 
and Hypocrates the Renowned Phyſicias of 


the T»rkiſh Langnage, as are alſo Xenophor 
and Polybius, who wrote after them. They 
all, except the laſt, liv'd in the Time of the 
Perſian Monarchy, and therefore are moſt 
likely to deliver down a true Account of 


that formidable Empire. 
As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the 
moſt Eminent Writers were Curtins, Arri- 
anus, Diodoras Siculus ; but this laſt is fre- 
quently miſtaſten in his Chronology, and * 
therefore ought to be corrected by the O- 
thers- Plutarch alſo muſt be conſulted, and 
Toſephns the Jew; with Strabo, Appian, 
Livy, Tuſtin and Pauſanias, For they ei- 
ther ſerve to illuſtrate one another, where 
they treat of the ſame Matters, or elſe the | 
one carries on the Thread of Hiftory where | 
the other left off And therefore thou need- | 
eſt not wonder that 1 name fo many Snare, 
meceoe 


-- 
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fince they are worthy of Credit, and abſo-- 
lutely neceſlary to the complering an intire. 


Hiſtory of the World: Whereas there are a.. 


Rabble of other Writers, who are ſcarce 
worth the Naming ; much leſs their Au- 
thority to be truſted to, in compiling an 
Univerſal Hiſtory, which is to give a new 
Luſtre to the Ortomen Empire, and raiſe its 
Credit in the Learned World. | 
As for the Roman Empire, it wilk be ne- 


ceſſary to make Uſe of Joſephus, Tacitus, 


Suetonius, Philo, Xiphylus, Zonaras, Am 
mianns Aarcellinus, Velleins Paterculus, 
Seneca, Florus, Livy and Snidas, 

Theſe. will be fufficient Materials, with 
which the Tranſlators, Scribes and Compi- 
ters may accompliſh this Illuftrious Under- 
taking ; the. Encouragement whereof. I- a- 
gain earneftly recommend to thy - Libera+ 
lity and Munificence- k. 

What concerns the InjunAion thew baſt 
laid on me, to draw a Pattern» or Medel 


of this Great Work, in preſenting thee - 


with a Brief - Abftraft of the Riſe and 
Fail of the. Foxr : Manarchies, with ſuch 
Memorable Events as will be proper to 


diret the Undertakers in the Method of - 


__— this - Univerſah For ;- I will 
reſerve it for another Letter, not having 
thoſe Books by me which are-requiſite to 
aliſt me in this Afﬀair- 

In the mean: Time, I pray Heaven pro- 
ſper this. Noble Enterprize, and grant that 
thou. miayſt live the. Space. of many. Om 


prades . | 
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' piaar, to fee the Effect of thy Bounty ; . 
i; When this Univerſal Hi#ory being finiſh'd, 
| ſhall- inſtruct the Aauſſulmans, and defeat... 
the Calumnies.of the Vncircumciſed. 


Paris, 29. of. the 5th. Afoon,. 
of the Tear 1668. 


The. End of the. Firſt Book. 
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LETTER I. 


To Mehemet, «»  ExiPd Eunuch, 
at Alcair in Egypt. 


HY Sufferings pierce my Heart : 

I owe thee Pity on the Score of 

Humane Nature; and a more 
Compaſſion as thou art a /»{ſnl- 

man: But, where's the Tongue or Pen, 
that can deſcribe the Sympathy of Friends? 
Canſt thou in a deſponding Manner caſt thy 
ſelf upon thy Bed, there to exhale, in Me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy Sighs. that pungent Sorrow, which 
Can no other Vent, unleſs thoſe Vapours 
of the Spleen condenſe to Show'rs of Tears > 
Canſt thou do this, and I remain Inſenhble 
all the while> No! I in a perfe&t Eccho to 
thy ſaddeſt Groans. And when thou weep'ft, 
my Heart is not a Stone, that ſpatters back 
again the Drops that fall on it; but 'tis like 
Clay, that ſoftens with the Gentle Solemn 
Diſtillatigg» Believe that I ſweat Blood, 
when thau diffolv it in Tears: I am not ca- 
pable of Moderation toward. my Friend. 
My Love, my Joy, my Grief, and Anger, 
are all Exceſſive, when fuch a-one as thou 
occahon'ſt rhem- . *'Tis -equal Pleaſure to 
live. or die, in this Magnetick Point: For, 
Sonls of Friends. are Unſonr Then, 
if thou haſt a Spark of Love for 1abmar, 
do not kill me with thy ſad Complaints. For, 
whilft I hear, that thou art thus abaxdon'd 
to Misfortune and Deſpaſr, how can I live 
without perpetual Deaths, more Terrible 
than what we all muſt undergo, by the 
Courſe of Natxre ? Doſt' thou delight to 
make a Conſtant Afarty of me ? 

Thou 'rt bred a Comrtier, and fo was]: 
Our. Infant Blood was ſeaſon'd with the 
Grand :Signior's. Bread .and Salt: We eqpal- 
ly. imbib'd the -Manness, - Habits, Cuſtoms, 
 Maxims, and the Pride of the Serai//; with 
the.Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other 
Nouriſhment of our Early - Years: Since . 
which we have ſeen the various Revolu- 
tions of Mighty Kingdoms, States and Em- 
pirers 


——— — — — 
- OOO I a a 
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pires We have beheld the Invincible Er. 
perour of China fall a Victim to the Perfidy 
of his Slxves, and to the more propitious 
Fortune of the Tirtars. Afﬀer another 
Manner was the Glory of the Britz/5 o- 
narchy eclips d. But, no foreign Story can 
match» the Barbarous Maſſacres of our Ma- 
jeſtick Sultans, Muftapha, Oſman, and L 
brabims, all within our Memory. 

Oh! Mehbemet, we have livd too Tong, 
afrer theſe Spoils of Royal Blood. How can 
we repine at our own Private Eofles and 
AMjRions, whilſt we do bur fip the Flat 
Inhpid Reliques of thoſe Tragical, ſprightly 
Potions; brew'd-for the Palates of the Grea-, 
teſt- Princes, Henceforth, let's live, as if 
we were among the Drad. Let's hear, and 
ſce, feel, tatte, and ſmell theſe Outward 
Objets en paſſant, without being ſenfible 
what we do or ſuffer. Let us Anticipate, 
by a wiſe Prevention, the laſt Stroke © 
Death, in dying every Moment. 

Go to the Pyramids, my :Mehemet, ot 
would to God I cou'd go thither for thee ; 


there to Contemplate the Fate of Humane 


Glory, tke Meck: Grandeur of this World. 
Confider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings, 
who built theſe Coftly and Magnificent Stru- 


Etures, or their Fathers for 'em : Who fill'd- 
the Hollow Piles with Silver, Gold and Pre- 


cious Stones : Whilſt, with their Magick 
Laws, they lifted Legions of Spirits, dwel- 
ling in the' Air, Fire, Earth and Water, 


obliging tiem-to guard the Wealthy Sepal- * 


chers: 
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chers: And tell me then, what thou can't 
find in thoſe ſuperannuated Vaults 2 No- 
thing, but Stench and Darkneſs. Old 7ime 


has filch'd away the lighter Glory's of the - 


' Place; and kis Younger Brother Awvarice, 
has plunder'd all the Reſt, which was che 
more Subſtantial Part. He cou'd have done: 
no leſs in Common good Manners, than take 


the Leavings of the Heir;. the Elder of the 


Two. The Great Al: Maimwun thought to 


have the Gleanings of their Harveſt ; but he 


found, the Gain wou'd ne'er exceed tha 
Coſt 


Bur, what's become of all-the Founders -. 


of theſe Aſtoniſhing Fabricks > Look in the 
Tomb of Cheops, who is ſuppos'd to build 
the Greateſt of the Pyramids; and thou 
wilt find, not the leaſt Relique of his Aſhes: 
Or; it thou. ſhould 'rwill be Impoſſible. 
ta diſtinguiſh- them, . from the Common 
Duſt of other Mortals, tho' his Meaneſt 
Slave: : So Mutable is Human Glory ; So 
Inconſtant all the Smiles of Fortune, - - 
Do bur refle&t on all the Glorious Con- 


acſts of Alexander the Great, and on the 


riumphant Entry he madein 3ab3/on,when 
the Chariot which carry'd him, was an 
Epitome of all the Riches which the Iudies 


cou'd afford; and yet that Chariot ought to - 


be eſteem'd but one Degree before his. Hearſe, 


which in a very few Days, with- an. Obſcu-. 
rity beneath the Merits of ſo great a Yi&or,- 


convey'd him to his Grave- 
Conſider C2/ar, who after -Four and 


Tweaty .. 
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Twenty Battels, wherein he always got 
the Day, was drawn ina triumphant Chari- 
ot to the Capito/, by Forty Elephants; yet 
now his Name is hardly thought of. 

So Epaminondas thought to outvye- the 
world in his Magnificent Inſults; yet all 
this Glorious Pageantry ended in Duſt and 
Aſhes. Amrelian led the Graces Captive 
with Zenobia ; yet be himfſelt at laſt became 
the Priſoner of Death. The Pompous 
Galley of Cleopatra, when ſhe Celebrated the 
Cilician Triumph, (ſervd but to mend the 
Poop of Charon's Boat, when ſhe was to be 
ferry'd to Elyzinm, So the Proud Seſoftris, 
whoſe Coach was drawn by Four Van- 
quiſh'd Kirgs, at laſt was fain to owe his 
Uncouth Funeral to Four Sordid Slaves, 
who ſtole his Naked Corps away from the 
Defign'd Revenge of Faftious Exnazchs, 
and buryed it in a Heap of Camels Dung. 

But, where's the Pen or Pencil that 
will to the Life deſcribe the Unmatch'd 
Cavalcade of Pompey, when by a proſperous 
Chimiſtry he had extrafted all the Richeſt 
Spirits andEſlences of Eaſtern wealth, to 
grace his Entry into Rome ? 

The Front of the Proceſſion dazl'd every 
* Eye, with the ſtrange Luſtre of Diamonds 
and Carbuncles mix'd in chequer-wiſe : An 
OArertal Figure, or rather the Subſtance of 
all Aſa, in Epitome. Then follow'd the 
Image of the Creſcent Af-9n in mafly Gold, 
with a Train of Mountains of the fame 
Metal, whereon were Woods of Jet, Vines 
whole 
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whoſe Grapes were entire Saphires, and Ani. 
Mmialsall of Porphyry, Grazing on Fields of 
"verdant Amethyſts. 

To ſanRify this Glorious Shew, the Golden 
Images of Jpiter, Mars, and Pallas, came 
ne$t in Sight, with Thirty Crowns 6f Gold,- 
born up by the Chief Captains of his Ar- 
my, as if fo many Kingdoms were deſign'd 
for their Rewards. -And becauſe Gods and 
Goadeſſes ſhquld not warit: a Temple, Five 
Hundred $14ves bore 'up a Fane, built all 
of Maſly Silver, waſhed with Gold. And 
at the Back .of this, appear'd the Statue of 
the Conqueror, :on which no 'Eye -cou'd* 
\ fix, being cruſted o'er with Hyacinths and 
Pearls. : 

Bebold, my /1chmet, an Exuberance of 
Humane Glory: Yer wonder not to ſee a 
Man come after all; a Mortal Man, I fay, 
made Radiarit as the $#», with borrow'd 
Jewels. And tocomplete his fading Triumph, 
read theſe Letters, all pureJaſpers, on liis Cha- 
riot-Wheels: Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlago- 
ma, Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, Meſo- 
potamia, Phenicia, Paleſtine, India, and the 
Deſarts of Arabia. All theſe were the Con- 
queſts of this Triumphant Warriour, and yet 
his Deſtiny Infulted over him. Poor Pompey 
rhou att gone, and all thy Mighty Territo- 
_ ries in the Eaft, are now pofleſs'd by Siltar 
AMabomet our Glorious Sovereign. 

And what need thou and I repine, after 
we-have ſeen all this > Let Aſdrabal aſto- 
niſh Carthage with the Glory of Four on! 
ic 
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lick Triamphs: Yet that Theatre of his 
Honour quickly proves the Stage whereon 
he ———_— ſtript ark naked, and in 
Triumph led away by Death. So Aarizs, 
after ke had been exalted to the Top of Hu- 
man-Felicity on Eaxth, was feen all naked 
lying in a ſtinking Ditch. 

What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery 
in the Capitol? Or the pendant Gardens of 
Semiramis, Which coſt no leſs than Twen- 
ty Millions of Gold > Where is now the Glit- 
tering Hall of Mrabe/ipa, King of Pern, whoſe 
Pavement was of Saphires? Or the Gardens 
of Cyrns, fenc'd round with -Pales of Gold? 
Or Ce/ar's Fountains garniſh'd with Dryads 
of the ſame Metal> Where is the Ivory Palace 
of Melaxs, or the Cryſtal Lowvre of Dra- 
ſus? All theſe Things are vanith'd with 
their Founders. 

How Wile and Happy then was Salcame, 
the Great and moſt Invincible Conquerowr 
of Aſia, who Triumph'd o'er himſelt-; and 
in his Vittoriovs Return, caus'd a Shirt to 
be carryed before him on the Point of a Spear, 
with this Proclamation: That after dll his 
Glories, he ſhould carry nothing to the Grave 
but that peor Shirt ? So Adrian a Roman Em- 
perexr, to qualify the exceſſive Joys of his 
High Fortune, Celebrated:his own Funeral, 
and caus'd'his Coffin to be born before him, 
when he was to make a Publick Cavalcade 
through Rowe. This was a ſacred Triumph, 
an Heroick Inſult over-himſelf and Death. 


Let 
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Let thou and I, my Friend,imitate theſe ſage- 
Examples, and ever have the mage of Death 
before our Eyes. Then we ſhall never 
.-mourn, for the vain Trifles we have loſt, er 
-copgert what we ne'er enjoyd: But being 
.ever content with what our Deſtiny allots 
us, ſhall paſs our. Time away in a Divine 
Tranquility. | 

Mehemet, thou'lt find this to be a Profi- 
table and True Experiment, Try it, and 

the Iſſue will convince thee more than a 
Thouſand Counſellors. | 


Paris, 12th. of the 5th. Afoon, 
-of the Tear 1668, 


LETTER 


» WW” DP OY 


LIMI 


—— ——__ 
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To Mohammed, the Illuſtrious Ere- 


mit of Mount Uriel in Arabiathe 
Happy. 


y 
] Lodge in a Houſe near the Wall of Paris; 
which gives me a daily Opportunity 
of ſurveying out of my Window, the Adja- 
ſent Fields : Theſe extend themſelves in a 
Plain, for the Space of a League, or therea- 
bouts; And then the Eye is arreſted by a long 
Ridge of Riſing Ground, a Row of Hills 
or Hillocks, not meriting the Lofty Name of 
Mountains, yet high enough to put a Val- 
ley =_ of ſhape,and make th' Horizon crump- 
ACK Cs 
Thoſe Hills are cover'd thick with Woods 
and Groves; amongſt whoſe verdant, ſha- 
dy Tops, ſome Stately Palaces lift up their 
glittering Creſts, and make a Sociable plea- 
ſant Figure in thoſe Solitudes. | 
This Proſpect repreſents ſo much to th' 
Life,theValley of Admoim in Arabia,the Place 
of my Nativity, that I cou'd as well graſp 
Coals of Fire with naked Hand, and not be 
burnt; ascaft my Eye out of my Window, on. 
this lovely Landskip, and not be inflam'd 
with ſecret paſſions for my Native Soil, the 
Place where I firſt drew the Vital Air. It 
1s a perfect Adagnet to my Spirit, whereſoever 
I am; attrafting all my Withes, Inclinations, 
and Defires. A” the Eafters Winds 


at 
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at certain Hours, waft to my raviſh'd Ears, 
the Whiſpers of my Countrymen. Methinles, 
ſometimes 1 fee the Faces of my K:nared, and 
their Rural Train; I hear their Voices, and 
converſe familiarly with them, as tho' they 
were preſent: Such is the Magick of ſtrong 
Defire and Sympathy. It ſteals the . Soxl a- 
way from it ſelf, and with ſweet Violence 
unites it- to the beloy'd Object, tho' at 
never ſo-great a Diſtance. Thus when my 
wandering Thoughts have taken up their Re- 
fidence for a while in that delicious Vale 
where I was born, a far more powerfull Atqg- 
xet, draws 'em to thy Cave ; Myſterious $0- 
Etary, Mirrour of Virtues, Exemplary Guide 
of ſuch as conſecrate themſelves ro God. 
Glory to Him that was before A Time, 
the Father of Eternal Ages. He changes nor, 
yet is the Source of Indetatigable and unwea- 
rizd Revolutions. He is the only Independent, 
True, and felf-Exiftent Being; The Increa- 
' tedEfſence from whom all other B«:xgs derive 
their Origin and Conſervation. He is the 
Prop and Baſis of the Univerſe, He is but 
One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be di- 
vided into Fractions; yet every Species, and 
Tndividaal Being ith World participatesa Share 
of his Divinity, Immortal Praiſes exhale 
from all his Creatures, and aſcend like Clouds 
" of Incenſe before the Throne of his . Adora- 
ble Majefty, or like Vapours whick the gra- 
teful Earth returns mm a hot Summers Day, 
by way of acknowledgment, for the Bene- 


fits perpetually flowing on her from the m_ 
0 
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So all the Elements reſpire their Thanks to 
Him that mae 'em. The Firmament expands 
its ſelfe, and bows'down to the Brims of this 
low Globe: Sn. Moon and Stars, do Rloop 
and kiſs rhe Floor o'th* Earth in token of 
profound Humility and Devotion, to the 
Immortal Source of Light. Onely Ungrateful 
Man repays, the Bounty of th Omn:porent 
with Negle&s, Contempts, Aﬀeronts, and 
Blaſphemies. I mean the General Part of 
Humane Race; excepting always from this 
Charge, the Juſt, the Innocence and Pious. 
Were it not for ſuch as theſe, the Divine Pa- 
tience wou'd be tir'd with the continual Pro- 
phanations of vain Mortals. 

Oh! Venerable Sy/vay, thou art the only 
Pacifick YVi&tims of this finfull Age. Thy con- 
ſtant Self. denials, Mortifications, Abſtinences, 
and the whole Syſtem of thy Accompliſh'd 
Sanity, ſtop the Wrath of Heaven from fal- 
ling, in farge Cataracts, on Mankind. When 
the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it dro 
down Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, 
plad that a Son of Adam yer ſurvives, not - 
ſtain'd with Vice. Thou art the effectual 
Propitiation, for the Sinful World. When 
Storms and Tempeſts of Impetuous Winds; 
when Lightning, Thunder, Hail or Rain diſ- 
turb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more 
effectual Tragedies to the Earrh, I think of 
thee, the Favourite of Heaven and then re- 
poſe in full Security: Thy very d:ais my ſhel- 
ter from alt evils: I ſhroud my felf under the 

Shade of thy Inviolated Beard, o'er which the 
| G 2 Razor 
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Razor never paſsd. I take Sanftuary in the 
Umbrella of thy Arms, when ſtretch'd in 
fervent Orai/ons. Thy Remembrance 1s my 
certain Refuge in Calamity. 

. F am Impregnated with Sacred Emulati- 
ons of thy Vertue ; . I burn with fervent, 
paſſionate Defires to become thy Du/ciple, 
I languilh, to withdraw my ſelf from this 
vain World ; and from the Contagious So- 
ciety of Mortals. How ng *- the the Life 
that's led in quiet Solitude 2 Where the Sonl 
can feel her felf, and being awakend to a 
Senſe of her Immortal Strength, rouzes and 
vigorouſly. ſhakes off the heavy Clogs of 
Sleep and Death : Whilft the Divine 4Affatmrs 
gently breathing on the Intellect, and fan- 
ning the opprefſed Sparks of Reaſon, which 


hy ſmothering under a Heap of Errours, - 


Luſts, AﬀeRtions, and unlimit2d Deſires ; 
kindles the Mind into a perfect Flame of 
Light, which ſoon conſumes the Rubbiſh of 
Bodily Pleaſures, diſhpates the Smoak and 
- Miſts of Pamper'd Fleſh and Blood, and then 
a Man becomes all Radiant within, ſhining 
with Unclouded Splendors. 

We Mortals ſeem to be rank'd in a 41d- 
ale State berween the Separate Spirits and 
Beaſts: Our YVertues make us like the For- 
mer; our Yices, like'the Latter. For, when 
a Man has quite ſubdu'd his Appetites, and 
Reaſon fits Triumphant in her Throne, he's 
like an Azgel, living above the Rate of his 
Mortality. He does not with the Stagyrite 
place Vertne in a Z1edinm, or rank the po 

ceſs 


; 
| 
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c:{s of Gooaxeſs in the Predicament of Vice-; 
But makes direct and ſwift Advances to the 
Zenith ot Heroick Generofity ; ſcorning to 
halt or make lame mungrel Capitulations 
with himſelf, as if he were afraid of*being 
too Good. 
I wou'd ask a Peripatetich, Whether it bs 
a Vertue or a Vice, in him that ftomaching 
the Enormous Villanies of . Wicked Men, 
boyls up with an Exceſſive Vehement Anger ? 
Or, Whether a Man, can err in loving God 
too much, ar in conceiving too Violent a 
Sorrow for his paſt Offences > Or who can 
be too Thankful for the Favours of Hea- 
ven? No : the farther Diſtance Vertue keeps 
from this Cold, Earthly Adeatecrity, the 
brighter is its Splendor. And ſo on the o0- 
ther Side, the Greater is the Barbariſm, 
Brutality and Infernal Stamp of Yice, by 
how much more Remote it is from this »- 
—_— In a Word, Vertze ahd Vice, are 
o Contrary Extremes : So Piety is dha- 
metrically oppofite to Prophaneneſs : Intem- 
perance to Sobriety : Fortitude to Cowarai/e : 
Incontinence to Chaſtity : Avarice to Bounty: 
HMoarſty to Impugence : Pride to Humility: 
Enmity to Friendſhip, 8c» 
- Now the Adeainms between theſe Ex- 
tremes, are Flypocriſy, between Vertue and 
Vice: Superſtition between Piety and Pro- 
phaneneſs : Baſhfulneſs between Modeſty and 
Impudence, and fo of the Reſt. 
Yet, after all, 'tis Neceſſary to obſerve a 
Medinm in thote Things whith pertain to 
G 3 Mortal 


DL an <> DE 
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Mortal Life, and to the Perpetuation of 
Mankind : Such are Meats, Drinks, Natural 
Paiſtons of the Body and Mind, proceeding 
from the alternate Senſe of Pleaſure and Pain. 
So when we are prefs'd with Hunger and 
Thirſt, we ought not preſently to cover the 
Plentiful Tables and Superfluous Banquets 
of the Great ; But rather ſuch a Diet as be- 
ing eafily prepar'd, may fatisfie the Cravings 
of our Nature, without nauſeating and gi- 
ving vs a Surfeir. To this End the Divine 
. Providence has ſcatter'd up and down the Sur- 
face of this Globe, an Infinite Variety of 
Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, with all Sorts 
of Corn and Pulſe : The Cattle afford us 
Plenty of Milk; the Bees are no Niggards 
of their Honey : the Fountains, Rivers, and 
Lakes, abound with ever-ſpringing freſh 
Supplies of ſweet refreſhing Water- We 


alſo have the Uſe of Salt, Oyl, Wine and 


other exhilarating Beverages; That being con- 
tent with ſo many Benefits, and Enjoyments, 
we might prolong our Lives in this World 
by Sobriety, as in a moſt pleaſant Garden or 
Paradiſe of Health. 

But alas, inſtead of gratefully acknowledg. 
ing the Bounty of Heawvey, and pregnant 
Fertility of the Earth; Inſtead of fitting 
mannerly down at the Table which God has 
ſpread and cover'd for us, with ſuch a Train 
of Feſtival Nainties; we break the. Rules of 
Hoſpitality; and ruſhing violently on the 
Creatures under his Protection, we kill and 


flay at Pleaſure, turning the Banquet to a 
Cruel 
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Cruel Maſſacre: - being transfo:m'd into a 
Temper wholly Brutal and Voracious, we 
glut our ſelves with Fleſh and Blood of 
Slaughter d Animals, Oh ! happy he that 
can content himſelf with Herbs and other 
Genuine Praducts of the-Earth; That (ſleeps 
as well in a Solitary Cave, upon a Bed. of 
Moſs or Leaves, as in a Palace on a Couch 
of Down. He never wants, becauſe he ne*er 
deſires what is not ig his Power- He is not 
burden'd with a Crowd of Servants and 
Flatrering Retainers; nor his Repoſe di- 
fturb'd with early and late Addrefles of pre- 
tended Friends, Officious Sycophants, Im- 
portunate Petitioners , and other fretting 
Buſineſs of the World. 

Why ſhou'd I longer then demurr or he- 
fitate ; what hinders me from preſently em- 
bracing a Courſe of Life, that promiſes fo 
much Happineſs > A Diſcipline thet wilt at 
once free me from a Thouſand Tyrannies of 
Imperious Luſts and Hoſtile Paſſhons ? [ 
ſhall then have no Need of Money, or the 
Help of croſs-grain'4 Servants FI ſhall not 
want a Multitude of Goods, the Negdleſs 
Pageantry of ſuperfluous Qrnaments, to 
make a dazling Figure, and draw the Eyes 
oft People ' to a Reverend Admiration. TI 
ſhall be free from Sattiſh Drowſinels, and 
turbulent Dreams. My Lungs will in my 
Sleep reſpire the Air with Eafe : whilſt gen- 
tle Slumbers, mix'd with bappy Vifons, 
ſhall tranſportt my $1 to Unknown - 
_ Worlds. No Fevers, Gouts - or Dyſente- 
G. 4 | ries 
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ries ſhall invade my Health: Nor magiſte- 
rical Menaces of Empericks beſpeak my cer- 
tain Death ; unleſs I'll patiently ſubmit to 
all the needleſs Tortures they're contriving 
for me, and tamely ſwallow down their new- 
invented Poiſons, and be rack'd to Death in 
Hopes of Eaſe and Lite. From all which 
horzid Circumſtances, 'a ſlender , innocent 
Diet, not ſtain'd with Blood of any Animal, 
will ſer me free. 

Holy Eremite, the [de I have of this Man- 
ner of Life makes a profound and durable 
Impreſſion on my Sox/. I am raviſh'd with 
the Sentiments of Plato and Pytbagoras, and 
refolutely bent to undergoe the Diſcipline of 
their Philoſophy. T'll firſt endeavour to rid 
my ſelf of vain. Aﬀedtions, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negotiations of the Earth: I'll gra- 
dually die to all Concypiſcence and Bodlly 
Pleaſure; that ſoI may by To Steps re- 
vive tothe Contemplationof Cele/tsal Things. 
Then being free from every.Spot and Stain 
contratted in the Days of my Security and 
Careleſneſs ; my Thoughts and Works will 
be Acceptable to God: Whoin Return, will 
certainly infuſe into my defecate Mind, a Se- 


cret Virtue, the Magick of this Vicble World; 


which puritying my Sozl yet farther, will pre- 
pare it for the laſt and higheſt Gift of the E- 
rernal Bounty to our Race whilſt in this Life: 
To wit, a Power of doing Szpernatural 
Things, and of Foretelling Events to come. 
Do thou but pray it may be ſo, and all 


the Powers of Hell can neer prevail againſt. 
me- 


— —_— — _ — —_ 


[Wy 


I 
_ # 
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me: Far, thou haſt the Ear of the Omz;- 
pot ent, h 


Paris, 3d- of the 8th. 1oon, 
of the Tear 1668. 


— ——  — 


LETTER IIL 


| To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empare. 


N this Time of Fars with Nazarenes, when * 
the Ottoman Fury is rowzd and provok'd 
by Infidel: : it will not be amiſs to expoſe 
the Nakedneſs of Exrope, to the Supreme Di. 
van, which is on Earth the Cloſe Commit- 
tee of the Court Above. 

I choſe to addreſs my Letter to thee in - 
Compliance with thy former Orders, where- 
in thou ſeemedſt pafſſionarely defirous ro know 
the Preſent Srate of Chriſtendom. God pive 
thee a perpetual Serenity; Scribe of the Scribes : 


- May'& thou never be troubled with a Run- 


ning Eye, a ſhaking Hand, or the Tooth- 
ach. As for me, I'm a perfe&t Magazine of 
Diſeaſes; a walking Hoſpital ; The School 
of sAi[culapins, Where the Neceſſary God has 
Scope to vent his Skill on all” rhe various 
kinds of Maladies, which afflict our mortal 
Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and Horrid 
Dyſenteries, are as Common with me as my 


dally Diet, G 5 Hoy 


” eee eee 


'1720 Letters Writ ty Vol. VII. 


flowzver,amidfi all theſe AMiftions,I ſerve 
the Grand Signior ard my Friends with a cor- 
dial Alacrity ; Never grudging to Sacrifice 
my Eaſe and Health to the Intereſt of 77ae 
Believers. | ; 

- . The Face of Exrope. is much chang'd (ince 
the Decline of the . Reman Empire, and the 
Lurpations of the Popes. That once Mighty | 
Monarchy, is now ſhrunk into a very narrow | 
Compaſs, being ſhut up within the Confines | 
of Germany, which formerly was but a Pro- | 
vince of the Ancient Empire. All [taly is 
revolted. So are the Suiſſes, and the Vnited 

_ States of the Low Countries. The Hans- 
Towns which in Times paft paid Homage to 
the Emperowr, have now ſhaken off the Yoke, 
and are become Independent Commonwealths. 
Tranſylvania plays taſt and looſe with him, 
according as their Intereſt requires. Livonia 

 kmwughs at his Menaces, as appears by the An- | 
fwer they ſent io Charles Y. when he de- 
manded their Submifſfions, and that they | 
wou'd return to their Native Allegiance, 0- 
therwiſe threatning them with Fire and 
Sword. For, all the Reply they-made, was, 
That they knew the Emperonr's Horſe wou'd 
be tounder'd, -before he cou'd reach the Fron- 
tiers of their Country. | 

- *Tis a General Obſervation, that ſince the | 
Reign of Roaolph 1. above Two Hundred 
Principalities and States have fall'n off from 
the Empire. And'thoſe that yet continue in 
their Obedience, I mean, the Eleforal Prin- 

[ces, claim ſo many Privileges; ſtand ſo much 


upon 


upon Prnitilio's and Prerogatives, that there 
remains now little ore of the /mperial Ma- 
jeſty and Power, fave the bare Title and 
Outward Pomp. It is Remarkable, Thar 


within theſe Three Hundred Years, no leſs . 


than Nine German  Emperoxrs have been 
Murder'd, and many more have been depos d 
and baniſh'd, To ſum up all in-a few 
Words, If we ſurvey the preſent State of the 
German Empire accurately, if we pry nar- 


rowly into its true Circumſtances, we ſhalt - 


find, that after all the Clatter of his Noify 
Titles, the Emperoxr can call nothing pro 
perly his own, but his Hereditary Eſtate in 
Auſtria, which is hardly equivalent to the 
Territories of ſome Zoras whom he cxls his 
Vaſſals. x | 

The Germans in general are a Rude Unp9o- 
liſh'd People, greedy of Novelties ; Incon- 
ſtant, Raſh, Perkdious, and very Phlegma- 
tick; much addicted to unnatural Lufts and 
Inceſtuous Copulations. It is recorded of 
Barbara, the Empreſs, Wife to Sigiſmund, 
another al/ina, that after her Husbands 
Death, her Confeſſor adviſing her to reform 
her Manners, and live-more chaſtly like the 


- Tartle, ſhe anſwer'd, If I muit imitate the 


Life of Birds, why not of a Sparrow, as well 
as a Turtle? Her Brother Frederick was 
much ſuch another : For at Ninety Years of 
Age, he murder'd his Wife for the Sake of a 
Strumpet: And being adviſed to repent and 
think of his Grave; He ſaid, 7 am now ſtudying 
my Epitaph, which 1 deſign ſhall be compris a 
» theſe Wordrs This 
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This is my Way to Hell; I know 
wot what I ſhall find there : What 

I have left behind me T know, 

F abounded in all Delights, 

. whereof I carry nothing with me : 
Neither my dainty Meats. or 
pleaſant Wines, or whatſoever 


my Inſatiable Luxnry exhauſted. 


 Drunkenneſs is (ad to be the Original Sin 
of Germany, trom whence: it ſpread it ſelf 
to other Countries. ' They give this Cha- 
rabter of a German, © That he is an Animal 
*which drinks more than he can carry: ATun 
* that-contains more than he can vent: And 
* that he underſtands more than he can ex- 
* preſs.” They tell a Story of Four Old Sax- 
0n5, who at one Sitting, drank as man 

Healths as they conld make up Years w_——__ 


them, -which amounted to Three Hundred. 


And*tis Recorded of acertain German Count, 
That he us'd to make his. Children, whilſt 


yet Infants, drink luſtily, to prove whether. 


they were of his own begetting or no: For, 
if they grew Sick after it, he preſently con- 
cluded them to be Baſtards: But it they 
cou'd. bear the Debauch well, he cheriſh'd 
'em as.his own True Off-ſpring. In a Word, 
thou mayſt bave the fame 4aea of the Ger- 
41s at this Day, as Solyman the Mens 


_ -— ', £0— ww - - <—_—_—_ 


© Se On nw 


a 


falling into Ruine: So far is 
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had in his Time, who us'd to fay, © I ſlight 
& the Germans above all other People of 


" © Europe, becauſe they are always at diſcord 


* among themſelves, nor can they ever be 
* united any more than my: Fingers and 


. © Toes, They cannot endure Labour; and 


* are the Excefſiv'it Gluttons and Drunkards 
«in the World; They always maintain a 
* Regiment of Whores in their Camp. Their 
* Generals take more Pride in their Feathers, 
* than in their 44/tary Arms. 

In x Word, the German is fo over-run with 
all Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to 
make him a Complete Devi/, but only a 
little Tin&ure of the- /ralian Qualities, ac- 
cording to the Proverb, Tudeſco Italianate, 
e 41 Diabolo Incarnato; AGerman Italianis'd, 
is 4 Dewil Incarnate- 

'Tis certain, the French have ſo weaken'd 
'em on one Hand, and the Swedes on the 0- 
ther; that conſidering the frequent Troubles 
they meet with from the Hy»garians, Bohe- 
2#&4xs, and other- Tributary Nations, beſides 
the Inteſtine Eeuds of the El&oral Princes ; 
we need not. fear the blunted Ta/ons of the 
Eagle, which are ſcarce ſtrong —_—_ to ſup- 
port her totrering State, or uu er from 

ie from being 


able tooffend her Neighbours; that ſhe never 

makes War her : Choice, or wmkes the Field 
but by Compulſon, in her own Defence. - 

Ilkiftrious Flawet, I pray God infpire the 

Victorious Oſmans with Prophetick Cou- 

rage and Reſolution; and. the Final on 
que 
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queſt of Germany will ſoon be the Prize of 
True Believeris | 


Faris, 5th» of the roth. Afcon, 
of the Tear 1668» 


h__—_— _— — —— 


LET TIER BY; 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew af 


Vienna. 
v 


HE Friendſhip that has been contracted 

" between thee and me, ever fince it was 
thy Fortune to ſerve the Grand Signior- 10 
that Station, obliges us both to mutual Sin- 
cerity- Befides, the Duty and Allegiance 
we owe our Sovereign, requires Plain-deal- 
ing between us We ought to ſhun Flattery, 
as the Bane of all Friendly Engagements, the 
Peſt of the Comrts of Printes; and the Ge- 
neral Contagion which infe&ts chiefly rhe 
moſt Effeminate Part of Mankind. Such as 
are theſe Feſtern Nazarenes; who' abound 
in a Thouſand little Complaiſances, and falſe 
Civilities; thus ſuffering their own Integrity 
to be corrupted; their Vertue and Faſtneſs of 
irit, to be ſurpriz'd and debauch'd ; whilft 


their Friends, by theſe means, nor ſeldom 


run. on Precipices, and fall into Inevitable 


' Ruine. In a Word, they betray one ano- 


ther and themſelves, out of pretended Good 


Narure, By 
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ByWhat I have ſaid, thou wilt comprehend, 
That I do not reprove thee out of Spight, 
Envy, Malice or an affefted Gravity ; when 
I tell thee, that you took wrong Mealures, 
in endeavouring to ſet the Emperonr's Palace : 
on Fire : Or vo poiſon him at his Dinner. I 
told thee once before, That theſe prepoſte- 
rous Methods, will never take Effet. Be- 
fiFes,they will do the Grand Signior no Service. 

Tho' thou art ſeemingly engagd in the 


' Cauſe of the Matecontents, remember, that 


thy Buſineſs is different from theirss What 
Fgnifies it. ro thee, whether the Hungarians 
have their Liberties, Rights and Privileges 
granted them, or no? Or what Reaſon haſt 
thou to «ſpouſe the Intereſt of the Zvange- 
licks, rather than that of the Cathulichs, any 
farther than as an Umbrage to cover the 
greater Deſigns thou haſt in Hand, as an - 
Agent Incognito tor the Grand Signior, Let 
the Je/aits purſue their own Game, and the 
Proteſtants theirs. Stand rhou Neuter in the 
Main, and rather endeavour to keep- both 
Farties in a Counterpoiſe, than to turn the 
Scales for eirher. For, the Sz/tan will gain 
by the Divifions of the Nazarenes, let the 
Caſe go how it will between themſelves. 
Beſides, there are Catholicks engagd in the 
Fattion, as well as Proteſtants, *Tis rather 
a Civil Quarrel, than a Religious one. The 
Nobles and Gentry of Hungary and Trans 
ſlvania, are concern'd tor their Eftates, 
more than for their Charches. ' They ſee 


| the Imperial Court wants Money ; a d 


ti 
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'tis a Crime for an Hungarian to be Rich. 
Thoſe that have the Supreme Power, in theſe 
Caſes, will find Reaſon enough ro condemn 
a Wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty or 
—_:.. 

'Tisthis puts them upon Caballing and 
entring into Confederacies, that fo they may 
conſult the Means of their own Safety, and 
be in a Poſture to defend themſelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has mad: 
another Addreſs, for the Government of Ca- 
rolſtadt, and been zepulsd: Joſeph, Earl of 
Haberſtein, and Knight of alta, being ap- 
pointed to ſucceed the Connt d Averſpere in 
that Honour- Which is an evident Sign, 
That the Emperor has no good Opinion of 
Serinz, notwithſtanding all his Former good 
Services. And this is. enough to alienare a 
Man of his great Courage and Merits. 

Count Frangipant allo has his particular 
Diſcontents: So has Tatembach, with many 
other Potent Lords of Hung ary and Croatia. 

Indeed , the whole Body of thoſe Nations 
are diſoblig'd, and almoſt wearied out with 
the continual Oppreſſions of the Germans. 

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter, 
to bring 'em to a Neceffity of putting them- 
ſelves under the Grand Signior's Protection» 
tTis thy part to cheriſh their Diſcontents. 
As for the Imperial Conrt, thou mayft per- 
ceive, they are reſolv?d to morrify theſe Peo- 
ple,.and to take from them all Opportuni- 
Ties and the very Capacity of Rebelling, 
by not ſuffcjing the Natives of Hungary 
an 
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and Croatia, to poſleſs any Office of Com- 
@ mand. _ : 

n Every Party purſues its own Intereſt, and 
r ſo muſt we ours: Selt-prefervation is the, 
| 

p 

; 


Root of all Mutual Society and Juſtice. | 
Take Cafe of thy ſelf, thy Friends, and the T 
Caufe thou art engag'd in, and then thou 

need'ſt not fear any Qualms of Conſcience. 

In fine, I counſel thee to'put in Praftice the 

Advice of one of thy own Rabbis, Feſus 

Ben Syrach ; Be not over juſt, 


Paris, 27th. of the 11th, Zlaws, = 
of the Tear as . 


EETTER 
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LETTER YV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
- of the Grand Signior's Cuftoms at 
Conſtantinople. * 


PRepare thy ſelf for ſurprizing News, and 
receive it with a Moderation becoming a 
Man. Oxcoumiche our Mother is dead. One 
and the ſame Night Iodg'd her in the Apart- 
ments of Hymen, and the Chambers of Death. 
Before the Days of the Nzptia/ Solemnities 
were over, the Mournful Rites of her Fane- 
ral Commenc'd : She made but one Remove 
from her arriage-Bed, to the Grave. 

It thou wondereft, that a Woman of her 
Age, being Seventy Five Years Old; and ha- 
ving already had Two Husbands, ſhould 
marry a Third; Know, that it , was not 
Dotage, but Difcretion which prompted her 
to take this Courfe. The Integrity, Wil- 
dom, and prudent Condutt of E/achim the 
Few, had. charm'd her Aﬀ/ettions long ago, 
and improv'd her Acquaintance with him,into 
a ſtrict and vertuous Friendſhip. As a Mo- 
ther, ſhe ow'd him Reſpe& and Love, for 
his conſtant Fidelity to me: And on herown 
Account, ſhe cou'd nor but entertain Senti- 
ments of Eſteem and Gratitude for a Man, 
who had.been ſo nicely careful ro pang hey 

erſon 
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Perſon ard Honour from Injury -and Vio- 
lence, ever fince ſhe came to Paris. For, he 
alone, among the many Myriads of People 
inhabiting this City, was the onely Confi- 
dent, both of her Secrets and mine- In a 
Word, theſe Regards, with ſome others of 
Pity, Zeal, and Good Nature, made her 
willing to become his Wife, who in all 
Things had perform'd the Part of a Friend, 
xnd a Perſon of Honour. | 

Beſides all this, it was really her Intereſt, 
thus to diſpoſe of her later Days in a Fo- 
reign Conntry, where ſhe knew no body bot 
Eliachim and me» As for me, ſhe conſider d 
that my Life was not onely ſubject to the 
ſame Caſualties with other Mortals, and that 
I might be ſnatch'd! away by a Thoufand 
Deaths; but that my Station here was very 
Precarious, and'I might be ſuddenly recall'd 
by my Svperiours to Conſtantinople, or at 
leaſt be remoy'd to ſome other Pof, whither 
ſhe con'd not accompany me, being Incapa- 
ble of bearing, at theſe Years, the Hardſhips 
and Fatigues of Travel: That after my De- 
parture, ſhe ſhou'd be neglected, contemn'd, 
and abandon'd by all, but thoſe who wou'd 
defire her Death, for the Sake of her Money 
and Jewels. 

In theſe Circumftances, to remain a Wi- 
dow, profeſſing the Faith of Mahomet, and 
believing the Alcoran, in a Region and City 
ſwarming with [»fidels; wou'd have been 
but an uncomfortable as well as a dangerous 
Condition. Wherefore having had Experi- 

ence 
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ence of Elachim's Vertue, and incorrupt 
Manners, he alſo making Addrefſzs of Love 
to her, and giving her Encouragement to 
hope, that he wou'd become a u[ſulman ; 
ſhe yielded at laſt to the Thoughts of taking 
him for her Husband, and they were mar- 
| ried on the 7th, of this Aoon, in a private 
Synagogue of the Fews: For, they are not 
allow'd a P«blick One in this City, as they 
are in many other Cities of Enrope. - 

My Mother appear d neither too deje- 
Ctedly fad, nor profuſely merry, during 
the Nuptial Feaſt. But comporting her 
ſelf with a chearful Reſervedneſs, ſeem'd to 
have her Thoughts rather fix'd on ſomething 
elſe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noiſe, and. 
Mirth of the Company. It looks as if her 
Oe Soul was ſenſible of its approack- 
ing Releaſe: For, to be Brief, ſhe was found 
Dead in her Bed next Morning. , | 

Brother, ſhe is now in her Sepslchre, at 
Reft from all che Toils of Humane Life. Let 
not this News affe& thee with fruitleſs Me- 
lancholy; fince Death is the-Common Fate 
of all Mortals- Rather advance the Bliſs of 
our deceas'd Parent, with devout Oraiſons 
for her Soul ; Remembring, that - e'cr long, 
we ſhall be in the ſame Condition» For tho' 
Man, like a Moth, be paſſionately enamour'd 
with the Light of this World ; rho' he flutter 
and. dance abour it for a while, basking in 
the Splendor and Warmth of his good For- 
tune;. yet at length he is conſumd by 
the very Flame, which gave him Nou- 
'  riſhmeat 
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riſhment, and: falls a Yittim» to his own 
Pleaſure. . 


Paris, 9th. of the 1ſt. Afoon, 
of the Tear 1669. 


LETTER VE 


To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


I Sent thee a Letter ſome Days agoe, where- 
in I expos'd the General Nakedneſs, Im- 
becillity, and languiſhing State of the Ger- 
man Empire in this Age. My Diſpatch a- 
bounded with Charatters of their Vices : It 
deſcribd exatly the preſent Eclipſe of An- 
cient Imperial Majeſty, Power and Strength, 
. the Revolt of many Principalities and States, 
the Feuds and Diſcord of thole that yet re- 
main in Obedience, and pay a ſeeming Ho- 
mage to Ce/ar; with many other Things, 
which being well confiderd, may for the 
Future prevent, or at leaſt, diminiſh that 
Conſternation and Panick Terror, which 
uſes ro ſeize the Hearts of Mſufſulmans, when 
we are in Yar with the Emperonr. | 

Now as a farther Incentive and. Encou- 
ragement to take up Arms againſt the Z- 
fidels; as a Spur to certain Victory and 
Conqueſt, I will unlock the _—_ 
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of the Country, without taking Notice of 
the Inhabitants. And, fince nothing more 
excites the Reſolution and Valour of Military 
Men, than the Hopes of Plunder, and pat: 
ſing away a Campaign 1n Plenty of all ne 
ceſſary Comforts. I will givs thee a true 
Account of the Natural Dowry of theſe Re. 
gions, the Riches of the Soil, and the Wealth, 
which Commerce with other Nations, toge- 
ther with-the Spoils of former Wars, the In- 
duſtry of rhe People, and the Benevolence 
of Fortune have added to their Store. 

Germany abounds in Generous Wines, and 
thoſe more laſting than any other in Exrope, 
The Rheniſh Wines will keep above Fitty 
Years The Wines of the Neckar are whol- 
. ſome, and clear as Water from the Rock : 
Thoſe of Franconia are ſtrong and operatiye: 
The A»/trias Grape is ſweet and luſcious. 
Several Roman Emperours have preterr'd the 
Fruits of the German Vintage, to thoſe of 
Traly and Greece. And ſuch is the ſuperabun- 
dant Plenty of Vineyards,that at a Placecall'd 
Stutgard, there is a Proverb currant,- 7hat 
they have more Wine than Water, It our 
Janizaries knew this, they wou'd be for ap 
Expedition into Germany. Nay they tem- 
per their Mortar with Wine in ſome Places, 
and (lack their Lime with it. 

They have ſtrong Beveragcs alſo made of 
Barley, Wheat, and other Grain, which 
they tranſport from Brumſwick, Breſlaw, 
Delph, Dantz3ck , Lubeck, and other Places, 
to moſt Countries in the North and Feft of 

- Exrope. 
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Europe. They likewiſe make a Sort of Wine 
of Honey, as ſtrong and Sweet as the Wine 
of Canay. 

There is abundance of Frankincenſe and 
Myrrch in I4oravia, of Saffron in Auſtria, of 
Licorice in Francona, of adder for Dyers in 
Silefia, of Amber in Tharingias 
There are Innumerable Orchards full of all 
del:&able Fruits, the Fields ttand thick with 
Corn, the Paſtures are throng d with Catte], 
and they bave a Breed of the ſtoutelt Horſes 
in the World. They have Timber enough 
to ſerve all the Nations in the World for 
Shipping. But that which is moſt inviting 
is, the Yariery of Mines of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Lead, Tin and Iron. Before Ame- 
rica was diſcover'd, Germany was the Peru 
and Potoſs of all Exrope. They have allo 
Plenty of Marble as bright as Cryſtal. 

Beſides their Native and Domeſtick Riches, 
they have mightily imptov'd their Stock, by 
Foreign Commerce; exchanging their Super- 
Auities for things more precious and of grea- 
ter Value: Which in a conftant Courſe of 
Bartering, brings into the German Coffers ma- 1 
ny Hundred Millions of Crowns in a Year. 
Ina Word, their Cities are ſo Rich, that when 
they have been pillag'd by an Enemy, the 
booty of one City, has been valu'd at Two 
Millions of Crowns, in ready Money, beſides 
Plate and Jewels. The Common Souldiers 
have made Hilts for their Swords and Dag- 
gers of Gold and Silver; nay, ſome would 
| have their very Helmers of the ſame Metals. 
Publick 
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Publick Gaming Tables have been ſet up in 
the Streets, and it has been Common 'tor a 
private Trooper to win or loſe Five or Ten 
Thouſand Crowns at a Time. This would 
be rare Sport for our Janizaries and Spaki's. 
I tell thee; Serene 4£»i/ter, contidering 
the Immenſe Wealth of Germany, and the 
Degeneracy of its Inhabitants; Prowidence 
ſeems to inviteour Arms to make a Conqueſt 
of thoſe Fertile Regions, and take trom the 
Uncircamcis'd the Goods which ſurfeit them. 
They abuſe the Giftsof Nature, and Fortune, 
by employing them to the Ends of. Vice ; 
whereas the Trae Believers were they once 
poſſefs'd -of them, wou'd turn them to Ver-- 
tuous Purpoſes, the Publick Advantage, the 
 Encreaſe of the Empire, Glory of God, and 
Propagation of the Faith Vnaefiled. 


Paris, of 13th- the qth. Moon, 
of the Tear 1669+ 


LETTER 


| 
| 
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LETTER VII 


To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superi= 
our of the Convent of Derviches 
at Cogni in Natolia, | 


"TP Was with a Specifick Kind of Joy, not 
ealie to be defin'd, thatT receiv'd thy 
Venerable Diſpatch. I perus'd the Welcome 
Orders therein contain'd with a Delight 
not in the leaſt Inferiour to his, who being 
abandon'd to Diſtrefs and miſerable Poverty, 
has, by good Luck, diſcover'd a hidden 
Wealthy Treaſure : For ſo my. Spirit 15 
raviſh'd, to find in this degenerate Age, a 
Rich Reſerve of Piety and Devotion to the 
Ancient Prophets of God, 

I'm glad to hear the Charatter of John 
the Bapts/t, which I ſent thee formerly, was 
Jo well accepted by thee, and*all the Relies- 
0x5 under thy Charge, That thou vouchſateſ 
only to accuſe the ſhortneſs of the Relation, 
defiring a more particular Account of that 
Prophet's Manner of living, eſpecially of his 
Abitinences, and what may be the moſt 
proper Interpretation of the Grecian Word 
«xeiJzg , mention'd in the Hiſtory of his 
Lite ? 

Praiſe be to G4, who has inſpir'd thee 
with this Critical Regard to one of his molt 
H Hely 


— CS 


_ 
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Holy Adeſſengers, I revere thy Learned Sox, 
and that accompliſh'd Intellect, which is 
ever buſie, prying into Weighty and Impor- 
tant Matters. I honour thy Impartial Mind, 
which ſcruples not to pay th' Attach that's 
due to a Saint, tho' of the Chriſtian Cales- 
Aar. If we ſhould reject all that the Fol- 
lowers of Jeſus do, we ſhould neither Faſt, 
Pray, give Alms, or perform any other 
Good Works, _ Therefore in this, thou art 
an Exemplary Pattern to the Rigid, Super- 
ſtitious Sort of 24uſſulman Phanatichs, who 
bear an endleſs Grudge againſt all thoſe that 
- are not of their Narrow Faith, and Dark 
_ Opinion. 
Glory be to Goa, with whom the WORD 
- was preſent from the Dawning of Eternal 
Light, before the Aforning of his Works had 
peepd oer the Mountains of the Ancient 
Chaos, or penetrated the Dark Abyſs, and 
Miſty Vale of Nothing, and painted the * 
Tops of the Creation, the rg Ranks of | 
Beings, with Splendors of the Early Day.  / 
Before the $4» had drank th' Immortal 
Hals in, and ſpong'd up all the Viſible Beams 
ro {queeze them out again upon the oor, 
the S$rars, and on this Lower World, That 
W OR D remains for Ever, and at a de- 
rermin'd Hour became Incarnate, in the 
Perſon of Jeſus the Son of ary, as the 
Holy Alcoran mforms us. - 
In thoſe Days John the Bapti/i went into 
the Wilderneſs, and preach d Repentance | 
_ to the Jews foretelling the near Approach 44 
the 
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the "A The Sacred Hero made a Cave 
his Reſidence ; and at firſt, to wean his Body 
trom all Softneſs, he wore a Veit or Shirt of 
Camel's Hair, which was girt about him 
with a Belt made of that Painful and Relt- 
gious Creatures Skin, to pur him in Mind, 
that he was born for Holy Labours, Toils, 
and Mortifications. He had no Table ſpread 
with far-ferch'd coſtly Dainties ; no Diſhes 
cramm d with bloody and large Inventories 
of Birds, Four-tooted Beaſts, and Fiſh. His 
Diet was Simple, Cheap, and Innocent ; eafie 
to be got in every Wood or Field, without 
the Detriment of his Fellow-Animals. For 
he either contented. himſelf with a Repalſt 
on Honey, which he found in Hollow Trees ; 
or on a Kind of anna, a {ſweet Dew fal- 
ling on their Leaves, and there condens'd by 
Heavenly Influence ; Or elſe it was a kind 
of luſcious Moiſture, which he ſuck'd from 
certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike 
our Szgar-Canes:; For thus Interpreters 
do difter about the Words 7? uea: decor, 
Whatever it was, we may conclude it to be 
ſome {lender, light and eafie Nouriſhment, 
And when this Diet fail d him, or his Sto- 
mach requir'd a little more Variety, he ban- 
queted on what the Grecians call exciſe. 
Some will have theſe to be-a Kind of Locuſt s 
or Graſs-hoppers, a Meat indulg'd the Fews by 
Moſes in the Law. The Syrians alſo coun- 
ted them a Dainty ; ſo did the Ancient Par- 
thians, as Ariſtotle and Pliny tell us. And my 
Country-men, the — eat of them to 
2 


" Wi 's . 3 —_— K 
; w- < Jab; "I F # —_— ah, "et 
, £ w__ "I > - 
hs = 4 . : 


148 Letters Writby Vol. VII. 


this Day. Others are of Opinion, that 
cheſe «xeiſzs were a ſort of little Shell- 
Fiſh, ſuch as Crabs, Crawfyſh, or Shrimps, 
which Nature has generally lodg'd in Holes 
. along the banks of Rivers. A pleaſant, tem- 
perate Sort of Diet, commended for their 
Virtues in expelling Poyſon, and being Re- 
medies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to 
cure the Biting of Mad Dogs. 

The Divine Prophet therefore oft frequen- 
ting the Waters of the River Jordan, where- 
n he usd to waſh his Converts and Diſciples ; 
theſe Men ſuppoſe, he took Occafion to 
allay his Hunger with theſe little Shell-fiſh, 
which he might eafily take- in mighty Num- 
bers from their watry Neſts. And they en- 
deayour to ſtrengthen this Opinion, by af- 
ſerting, That the Food which the Waters 
aftord us,. is much more Pure and Holy than 
what the Earth brings forth ; in regard the 
Earth lies under the MaJediQtion of God, 
ever {ince Voah's Flood, whereas the Waters 
neer were Cursd. Hence, ſay they, it is 
very. probable. That the con ecrated Hero, 
wou d not defile his Spotleſs Life with curſed 
Banquets from the tarth, but rather choſe 
to appeaſe his Hunger with the harmlels, 
bleisd, and wholſome Produtt of the Wa- 
ters. "3 

If thou 'wilt have my Opinion after all, 
I'm apt to think theſe 2ze:J45 were nothing 
elſe but the tender Tops of Plants, ſuch as 
ne call Aſparegru, or perhaps they were wild 
Apples of the Wood; and then we ma 
| | {uppoſe 
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ſuppoſe there's ſome Miſtake in the Greek 
Copy. 'Axeidvs for d422Je5. Or, it may be 
the Holy Prophet, in the proper Seaſon of the 
Year, did- uſe to crop and eat the Ears of 
Barly, and taen rhe Word ſhou'd be x44pudts 
For, what cou'd be more ſweet and pleaſant 
to an Abitemious Man, than to ſuſtzm his 
Life with Fruits, -Grain, Herbs, or Roots 2 
Nor did the MalediCtion reach the Fegerables, 
but only the Arima! Generations, from 
which a-perfe&t Man abſtains. 

Certainly, thoſe, who out of an Averſion 
for Purity, Prayer, and Faſting, turn them- 
ſeives from Humane Bodies to Swine ; and 
from Religious Abſtinence to Salvage Gur- 
mundizing on Fleſh, ſzem to derive their 
Pedigree from a Race of Devils : Eſpecially 
fuch as after the manner of 8p1iders, gathe- 
ring Poiſon from the Flowers of Piety, 
Blaſpheme this Sacred Vertue of Abſtinence, 
and call it by the Infamous Name of Super- 
ſition. Wy 

For, if the Veneration we pay to God con- 
fiſt in the Knowledge, Love and Fear of his 
Divine Majeſty, with Adoration and Praiſe 
of his Eternal Attributes ; it follows; That 
we ought to worſhip him with the moſt 
Fervent Application of our Spirits. But 
this Religions Ardour cannot ſubfiſt in any 
Soul, whoſe Body is not mortified ; nor can* 
the Body be mortified without Aufterity, 
which always is accompany'd with Rigorous 
Faſting and Abſtinence from Fleſh. Where- 
fore 1 we aſcend to- God, by the very ſame 
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Degrees as we fall from him, it follows, 
That Abſtinence is the Firſt Step to Immor- 
reality and Supreme Happineſs. 

{ do not mean by AbRtirience, that Natu- 
ral Averſion which ſome Men have for Fleſh, 
who never durſt to taſte of any in their 
Lives, compelld to this by ſome Occult 
Antipathy m their Stomachs. For ſuch a 
Neceflity cannot make a Vertue, it being 
common to Men and Brutes ; there being 
many aimals, who fait from all Provender 
at certain Seaſons of the -Year, and others 
that taſte not ſome Kinds of Food, during 
their Lives. So there are ſome Men, to whom 
Vine, Fleſh, Cheeſe, Apples, Herbs and 
&t}zr Things, are an Abomination from their 
Cradles,T here have been others, who,byaPre- 
tcrnatural Neceſlity, have lived ſome Days, 
VVeecks, Months and Years without either 


Meat or Drink. . So Plato records, T hat ' 


Herns Pamphylins lay Ten whole Days 
among the [Dead Carcaſes of Soldiers ſlain 
in Battel; and, when he was taken up to be 
laid on the Funeral Pile, they perceiv'd him 
to be alive. Laertizs tells us, That Pythago- 
ras faſted Forty Days and Forty Nights from 
Meat and Drink. ' From whom Apollonins 
Thyanens learn'd the Art of keeping almoſt 
a perpetual Faſt. And theſe Modern Times 
afford us the Example of a Spaniard, whom 
they call Alcantaro, who every oor us'd to 
Faſt for Seven or Eight Days together. So 
a famous German Maid was diligently ob- 
ſery'd and watch'd, whilſt ſhe paſs'd ay'> 
. fu 
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full Seven Years Time without Meat, Drink, 


Sleep or Excrements. France alſo boaſts of 
ariother Virgin, who faſted above Three 
Years together, : 

Such Abſtinences as theſe, are not to be 
put to the Account of Vertue, in regard 
they were not the Effects of Humane Choice, 
but the Decrees of Fate, So wou'd our Ab- 
ſtinence be-deprav'd, if we ſhou'd only pra- 
Ctiſe it, as the old Genti/es did, who forbore 
to kill or eat ſome certain Beaſts, becauſe 
they held them conſecrated to their Gods, 
As the Dog to Diana; the Tyger to Bacchrs ; 
the Horſe ro Neptune ; the Woolf to Mars; 
the Fave to Jupiter; the Peacock to Juno; 
the Swan to Apollo; the Dove to Venus ; 
the Ow/ to Minerva, Nor need we abſtain 
on theAccount of the Souls Tranſmigration 
for, ſo we ought to forbear the YVegeta?le 
Products of the Earth, as well as Animals, 
fince the Sox is Indifferent to all Bodies, in 


* 1ts ſeparate State, 


'But our Reaſon in' this Pot, ought to 
take its Riſe from the Fundamental Law of 
Nature, the Original Juſtice of the World, 
which teaches us, Not to do that to another, 
which- we wou'd. not have another do to us. 
Now, ſince 'tis evident, That no Man wou'd 
willingly become the Food of Beaſts; there- 
fore, by the ſame Rule, he ought not'te prey 
on them. Next to this Foundation of our 
Abſtinence, we ought to build onr- Aims at 
the PerfeCtion of our Nature; which cannot 
be acquird but by Degrees : We muſt en- 

H 4. deavour 
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deavour to abate the Aliment of our Con- 
cupiſcences, by exhaling the ſuperfluous and 
grofſer Vagpurs of - our Blood in Sacred 
Faſts and Oraifons. Then- we ſhou'd re- 
freſh our fainting Bodies, with Food affor- 


aing little Nouriſhment and Pleafure. That 


{ our vain AﬀeCtions, A um and Lufts 
may gradually die : Whillk the pure Mind 
revives, and being free from the groſs Va- 
pours ariſing from too much, and roo fat- 
ning Mears and Drinks, the Films which 
darken'd her Sight, fall oft; and ſhe can 

etter now. diſcern the Naked Forms of 
Things, by ker own fimple Intuition, than 
before ſhe cou'd through all the borrow'd 
Spectacles and other Opricks of Book: Philoſo- 
p/9. Alfo ſhe will more eafily raiſe her ſelf 
ro the Contemplatjon and Science of Divine 
Eternal Things. He therefore that in Ear- 
neſt will a = himſelf to the Study of ac- 
compliſh'd Sanity, muſt firſt by Faſting 
exhauſt the Marrow from his Bones, the Fat- 
neſs from his Fleſh, the Wild and Rampant 
Spirits from his Nerves, and then he muſt 
purge the Words and Ations of his Life 


from Vice, When this is done, the Soul 


becoming a pure Tab«/a Raſa, is fit for the 
Impreſſions of Celeftial Vertue. 

Thoſe who labour under acute Dilſcaſes, 
wk are Hazard of their Lives, according 
ro 


zppocrates, unleſs their Diet be -accom- 


modared with proportionate Regard to the 
Quality and Time of the Critical Fits or 
Paroxiſms, But, thoſe. who are entangld 


with 
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with Vice, do labour under far more dange- 


. rous Diſtempers, than ſuch as afflict the 


Body. Wherefore the Prophet, our Holy 
Law-giver, like a Wiſe Phyſician, appoin- 
ted certain Seaſons. of the Year, for Sacred 
Abſtinences, Faſtings, Pilgrimages, Vigils, 
and other Holy Exerciſes, eſpecially the- 
Mighty Faſt and Vigil of Ramezan, where- 
in, tho'1t be not forbid to eatof Fleſh after 
the Stars appear at Night, yet none' but 
looſe and indevout Believers, take that Li- 
berty ; whereas the better Sort content them- 
ſelves with an Aſcetick Diet. The Hebrews 
faſted with Unleaven'd Bread, and a little 
Salad ; - the Chriſtars alſo taſte no Fleſhr, 
on their prohibited- Days: And ſhall the 
Ads ow be greater Libertines than thee 

PL 2 
_ O Hebatella! how radiant is.the Luſtre of 
a Lamp, when: ſhining through a clean, 
and fine, defzecate Chryſtal 2 So does the 
Soul diſplay the Rays of her Immortal Ver- 
tue round about, when ſhe inhabits in a 
well purifa'd, chaſte, and almoſt pervious 
Body. V Vherefore, it is abſolutely neceſla- 
ry for him to attenuate his Body with per- 
perual Temperance and Abſtinence, who 
conſecrates himſelf to Vertue and. Devotion, 
He will not be enſnar'd or catch'd by any 
Baits of Luxury or Voluptuouſneſs ; nov 
yet affrighted from his conſtant, ſober 
Courſe of Lite, .by any Pain, or thwaczing;: 
Accident, No Frowns or Menaces ſhall d1+ 
vert him from. is Noble Purpoſe ; But he 
H.$ ml 
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will ſo nouriſh his Body all his Life, that it 
ſhall never be burfeited, or over-fill d with 
Meats. And {ſuch is the Magick of-this Sa- 
] cred Vertue, That it can never be hurt, 
1 much leſs ſubvertet by all the Machinations \ 
4 of Evil Demons; or the Malicious At- 
' tempts of Men. But it proceeds from 
{ Strength to Strength, and fights the Combat 
| valiantly, till having overcome at laſt, ir 
Triumphs for ever, and receives the Palm 
the Crown and Chaplet of Divine Reward 
in Paradiſe, 

Holy Preſident, pray. that I may praCtiſe 
what I fo admire, and not be ſelf-condemn'd 
} for living contrary to my Knowledge. For 
( God neither loves a double Tongue or 
1 Heart, neither delights he in Feet or Hands - 
: that are ſwift and ymble to do Miſchief, 


t Paris; 13th. of the ath, 24oon, . 
j of the Tear 1669, © 
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LETTER VIL 


To Hamet, Reis Eftendi, Principal - 
Secretary of the Otzoman Ems - 
Pire. . 


N Ow the Chri/#:ans are in a general Con- 
ſternation for Candy : The Pope has 
{ent Letters to all the Princes that are in his 
Communion ; inviting and prefling them to 
ſuccour that Diſtreſs'd I/tard, ies are 
making every where; and the King of France, 
who ſeeks all Occafions of Glory, appears 
the moſt forward of any to aſſiſt the Repwb- 
lick in this Fatal JunGture, . The Dake of 
Beaufort, and the Chevalier de Vendoſm, are 
appointed to lead the Fotces deſfign'd for that 
Service. . They are gone to Towton, in Or- 
der to embarque, The Pope has ſent the 
Dike of Bearfort a, Breve, declaring him 
Gezeral of the Troops Eccleſiaftich that are 
to ſerve in Candy; and for his greater En- 
couragement, he has ſent him the Pontsfical 
Standard, - 

In the mean while, there is a Triple Leagne + 
concluded between the Emperonr, the King 
of Spaiz, the King of England,” the King 
of Sweagland, and the States of Holland, 

There is great Joy in Portagal for the 
Birth of the /zfanta, who is call d Eizabe+ 
tha-Maria-Loniſa, She wis Born the 6th, 
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»f the tft. Joon; and on the 18th. the 
Empreſs of Germany was alſo deliver'd of a 
Laughter. Theſe. Weſtern Queens. are very: 
pregnant; Not a Year paſſes without the 
Birth, or Pageſin, of ſame Rozal Infant.. 
This is-all the News at preſent ; but to 
vblige thee I will ay ſomething of Zah, 
which 1s eſteem'd the Garden of Emrope. 


Nay, Conftantine Paleologus, Emperor of 
Greece, was wont to ſay, Unleſs I had been 


dfſur d by very Learned and Holy Men, that 
Paratiſe. was ſeated in Aſa, I ſhow d have 
{worn that Ttaly had been the Place, 

Ir is- moft. certain Taly is a deleable 
Country, abounding in- Riches and Plea- 
fures; Fhe 'Eye 1s- not Tatisfh'd with ſeeing 
the infinite Variety of Beauties, which grace 
this:happy Region. Such is the- lovely In- 
wertgixture of Bills and Yalleys, Groves 
=nt; Plains, Palaces and Gardens, that a 


Traveller is-ravifh'd'as he paſſes on the Road; 


But: this is not aU: She-s as rich as fair, 
x mg = A tle World'can-match Tralj 
#or- "the: Plenty -and* Variety 'of excellent 
Wines; 'only :they are of ne tbng. Continu- 
ance: -Above--all: the: reſt, Travellers com- 
mend That: Sort which they call' Lachryne 
Chriſti,.or, the Tears of Chriſt, for its deli- 


cious Taſte, . Which © when a Datch-man- 


once taſted, he burſt forth into-this Excla- 
mation';!O. Chriſt | why djidſt thou' not weep 
in my Country? At-Papia, there are a Kind 
of Aromatick Grapes, which'leave a fragrant 
'Qdour in-the Mouth of. him that eats t -n 
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It is recorded of a c Roman Lord, That. 
when he was in Prifon' half dead with Me- 
lancholy, he drank a' Glaſs or Two of this. 
generous Wine, which fo reviv'd his Spirits, 
that inftead of Deſpairing, as he was ready 
to do before, he wrote. a Treatiſe entituled. 
[ de Conſolatione. } 

Beſides, [taly abounds in Cattle, Sh 
Fowls, Mines, Rocks of Alabaſter, Marble, 
Porphyry, Coral, Ophits, Agats, Chalce- 
donies, Azures, and innumerable other pre- 
cious Stones; Hence it cornes, that in this. 
Country are ſeen the moſt Glorious and Mag- 


nificent Temples of the World. 


But, this fo fair and wealthy a Spot of 
Ground is Inhabited by a very wicked Sort. 
of People. They are quite degenerated from. 
the Vertues of their Avceſtors. They are a 
Baſe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodimitical Race os 
Men, Covetous, Revengeful, and Inexora- 
ble. I have heard a Story of Two l1talian 
Brothers that were walking one Night in the- 
Fields, it being a very ſerene Sky; when one 
of them looking fteadfaſtly on the Heavens, 
wiſh'd, he had as many Oxen as there were 
Stars, The other wiſh'd, be bad a Field as. 
large as the Firmament, What wou'd you do 
with it ? (aid the Firſt. Let Jour Oxen graze 
there, replyd he. But, as they proceeded: 
in this Kind of fooliſh, looſe Ditcourſe, they 
kindled each others Anger ; and at length, 
falling from. Words to Blows, kill'd one 
another on the” Spot. Behold, the Conſe- 
quence of their Coyetous Deſires, They 

are 
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are extremely addicted to Reg, and are 
as dextrous at poyſoning as the /na/an Prin- 
ces. A certain French Author gives us a very 
Compendious Account of the Benefits a 
Stranger yu by travelling into {aly, in 
theſe Words: We go into Italy, fays he, with 
Tucredible Charges, only to purchaſe the mere 
Shadow of Civility, and we bring back from 
thence the whole Syſtem of Vices, The 2f6la- 
neſe teach us how to Cheat. From the Ye- 
netians we learn Hypocriſtie, Rome tranſ- 
forms us into perfect Atheifts and Libertines. 
Naples turns us to Satyres, Florence in- 
ſtrudts us in the Artificial Methods of Poy- 
ſoning, There is not one City, which does 
_ tiaCture us with ſome Specifick Ill Qua- 
ities. | 
Sage Hamet, In all my Letters to thee, I 
ftudioufly inſert ſome Remarks on theſe 
Weſtern Nations, that ſo I may gratifie thy 
Wiſhes. Pardon the want of Order : For, 
I write Things as they preſent themſelves 
'to my Memory. Accept all in good Part 
from Mahmnt, who obeys thy Commands 
chearfully , and honours thee without Flat- 


tery. 


Paris, 12th. of the 5th, Joon, . 
of. the Tear 1669. 
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|  LEITER I& 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


THou may it Regiſter in the Archives of 
the Sacred Empire ; That Dom John of 

Auſtria, is made perpetual Governonr of the 
Low-Conntries, under the Spaniſh King's - 
Obedience. He is alſo Viceroy, and Vicar- 
General of Arragon, Catalonia, and Valencia, 
But it is fit for thee to know alſo, That this - 
is {© far from being eſteem'd by that Prince 
a Happineſs, that he counts it his Greateſt 
Misfortune, in Regard 'tis no better than an 
Honourable and Irrevocable Baniſhment 
from the Cort of Spain ; where his Royal 
Blood and Merits, are out-maſter'd by the 
Genixs of a certain Prieſt, whom they call 
Father Nitard, This Manis very Ambitious, 
always aiming at High Matters ; yet admir'd 
by no body for his Learning, Beauty, orany 

other good Qualities. Only the Lxeer fot 
Spain, 1s pleas'd to make him her Favourite. 
He cou'd never buckle to the Humour'of 
Dom John ; and hence aroſe a ſecret Envy be- 
tween 'em; which afterwards burſt forth in- 
to open Animoſities, Feuds and Quarrels. 
So that at laſt, the Favourite got the Day, 
and Dom John was forc'd to quit the Field. 

It is impoſſible to trace the Sovereigns of 
the Earth in the Foot-ſteps of their Royal! 
Conduct ; Or elſe, one wou'd of Courſe 
: conclude, 


160 Letters Writ by Vol.VIL 


conclude, That tho' ſo great a Prince as 
this, of the kme Lineage as the Queen her 
ſelf, ſhou'd have eafily eclips'd the borrow'd 
Laftre of an U Minion, But 24+ 
»archs have Specifick Reaſons to theraſclves, 
which others cannot penetrate. 

Perhaps this cunning Prixſt uſed a Trick 
like that of « Solflier in the Army of Alex- 
arder the Great : Who being of an Ambiti- 
ous Spirit, and coveting to make ſome grea- 
ter Figure than that of a Private Sentinel, 
conſider'd Aexander's Humour, and how 
to' hitit. He knew, that his Heroieck Ma- 
Ker took Delight in any Thing was bold 
and brave; Bur how to come into his Pre- 
ſence, he was Ignorant. At length, he 
pitch d upon this Method, One Day, as 
Alexander was debauching with his beloved 
Parmenio, Hepheſton, Lyſmachss, and other 
Officers. This Fellow ( whoſe Name was 
Chtus) put himſelf into a Mimick Dreſs 

'War, counterfeiting himſelf Mad, and 
dancing the Pyrrbick Meaſures, with 'his 
brandiſh'd Sword, kill'd Five new-liſted Sol- 
diers lately come from Cokhzs, The Guards: 
ſoon fiez'd upen him 3 and it being a 7ra- 

"grcal Novelty, the News was. carried to the 
King ; who caus'd'the Fellow-to be broughs 
before him. And: examining him on the 
Point, "Ch anfwerd:, © Great: King 
« thoſe Five Men whom I have kiltd, had 

* confpir'd to take: away thy Life this Day, 
© being hir'd thereto by the Kg of Colcher, 
« and therefore:ſent.into thy Any. _ 
.cnT. 


= 
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4 Tent being next to mine, I had an Acci- 
* dental Opportunity laſt Night, of over- 
4 hearing their Diſcourſe, when they were 
* plotting together the Tune, the Place, 


.< and Manner of thy Death. I kept a 


* Watch wpon them, and obſervd their 
©* Motions from that Moment. For, tho' 
* I knew the Hour appointed bv them for 
* this Execrable Regicide, yet I was ſolli- 
* citous, leſt ſome ill Fate ſhou'd prompt 
* the Raffians to antedate their 'own Re- 
*« ſolves, and haſten a Murder, whoſe De- 
* lay might elſe diſcover their Deſigns, or 
* at leait prevent 'em. Therefore I took 
* this mad Diſguiſe, to execute the Sober- 
* eſt and moſt Important Purpoſe that eer 
« I fram'd in all my Days; which was at 
©* once to ſave the Lite of the World's Con- 
* queror, and get my feHf Immortal Ho- 
* nour by the Happy Deed. 

After profo Deliberation of the 
Drunken Cabinet-Council, Alexander ap- 
prov'd the Fat, and order'd Publick Ho- 
nours to be done to his Deliverer. According 
to the Macedonian Cuſtom, he veſted him 
with Purple Robes, and gave him a Chain 
of Gold, admitting him -to the latter End 


e'th' Banquet, and afterwards eſt 

him above his moſt Familiar Friends. Til 
ſuch another Debauch as this, but more Un- 
fortunate to Chtrzs, at once deprivd hin 
of the King's Favour and his own Life : So 
Inconſtant is the-State of Humane Great- 


nels. i 
Sage 
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Sage Hamer, the Favour of Princes 13 
like a Reed of Egypr, which either tran(- 
pierces him that leans upon it ; or flinches 
trom the Burden, and ſo gives him a Fall, 
which moſt Times plunges him o'er Head 
and Ears, in the choaking Mire of Popular 
Hatred, 

God grant thou may ſt never be cruſh'd 
to Death from Above, by the Weight of 
the Sz/ran's Diſpleaſure, or undermin'd from 
Beneath, and ſwallow'd up in an Earthquake 
rais d by the Multitude, 


Paris, 18th. of the 5th. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1669. | 


" 


LETTER Xx. 


To Hebatolla Mir Arguo, Supe: 
rior of the Convent of Derviches 
at Cognt zz Natolia. 


Hou wilt not be difpleas'd to hear of a 
- Mighty Ke, that laying afide his Dia- 
demand Scepter, and'abandoning the Height 
of Humane Glory, has conſecrated himſelf 
to a Private Religions Life, vowing Perpe- 
tual Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience, 
Yet this 1s true of John Caſomir, late King 
of Poland, who from a Sovereigh fonarch 
1s become an Humble S$bjeft, and havin 
forſaken the Pleaſures and Magmnificences No! 
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his Royal Palace, voluntarily confines him- 
ſelf to the Narrow Circumſtances and Au- 
ſterities of a onaſtich Life. 

He choſe France for the Place of his Re- 
treat from his own Kingdom ; and the Abby 
of St. Germains near Paris, as his Santtrary 
from all Worldly Aﬀairs. He was magnt- 
ficently receiv'd and entertain'd in every Ci- 
ty through which he paſs'd. And on the 4th. 
of the 11th. A4o0n, he made his firlt Entry 
into the Afoſqze or Church of the Convent, 
' where he made his Vows, in Quality of 
Abvbat, or Superior of that Hoxſe : For 
which they ſolemnly ſung their Te Dear, 
or a Song of Praiſe to God, And the Conrt 
of F«nce ſeerns to be proud of the Honour 
this Prince has done it, in renring hither, 
and making it the Theatre of ſuch Pious 
Reſolves, the laft Stage of his Pilgrimage 
on Earth, where he will bid Aazex ro 
the vain Pageantries of Honour, - Wealth 
and Empire; and having ſhaken off the 
Glittering Burden of a Crown, with all the 
other Clogs of elevated Mortality, he wall 
the ealter climb to Paradiſe. 

Abſtracting from the. Particular Syper- 
ſtitions of the Nazarenes, I cannot but 


commend the Sage Undertaking of Kring 


Caſimir; who, in this, ſeem+ to outgoe ghe 


nothe oftentous Attion of Adrian, one of the” 


Roman Emperors : For he only once cele- 
brated in outward Pomp his own Fazerals, 
by way of Type or Figxre ; «making; a ſplen- 
did Cayalcade, before which his Coffiv was 

| carried 
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carried in a kind of Arck-Trinmph : As if 
after alk his other Victories, at laſt he had 
lead Death himſelf Captive : Whereas 
this hinder'd not, but that he return'd again 
to the Vanities which in this Publick Emblem 
he ſeem'd to deſpiſe ; And from a Drama- 
tick Conqueror, he became a real Slave. His 
perſonated Mortification in the Streets, en- 
ded in his ordinary Paſſions at Home. And 
he had a ſtronger Inclination to the: Bed of 
Voluptuouſneſs at Night, than he ſeem'd'to 
have by Day to his Grave. 

But this Heroick King of the Poles, is 
really gone into his Sepx/chre. (For no bet-+ 
ter is a /4onaſtery m my Opinion.) He has 
tranſlated the Seat and.Throne of his King- 
dom, to a Tomb ; not for Three or Four 
Hours, to make a ſhew, but there really to 
lead a dying Life, or living Death ; and 
reign in Funeral Majeſty all the Reſt of his 
Days. For, to te thus Rec/vſe from the 
World, is to be buried alive. 

O Venerable and Benign Dervich, pardon 
tite Favourable Opinion I have of this Chri- 
ftian Monarch. I do not patronize his Er- 
rors in applauding his Vertue; Beſides, it 
is the General Faith of Aduſſulmans, That, 


let a Man be a Chriſtian, a Few, or Pagan; 
vided he lives up to the beſt Light liokan 
e ſhall be ſaved. And the Holy Propber 


- WIE gave us Encouragement to believe 
0 


Thou "Wilt at leaſt conclude this Kg to 


be. more Pious and worthy of Praiſe, than 
one 


dn dates. &. Th. = 
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one. of his Predeceſſors, who uſurp'd the 
Poliſh Crown, This was Vladiſlaus V. who 
having enter'd into a ſolemn League with 
one of or Co Frags living in his 
Time, and taken an thereupon, giving 
alſo the Excharift (or, that which they 
eſteem ' the Body of Chriſt) in Hoſtage; yet 
ſoon after broke the Articles that he had 
Sign'd, Seal'd, and Sworn to, and for the 
Performance of which he had pawn'd his God. 
This fo provok'd the Grand Signior, that 
he had recourſe to his Arms for Juſtice, and 
invaded Poland with a Migaty Force : To 
repell which, Vladiſlans alſo levied an 
Army, and met him in the Field. But, 
juſt as they were going to give Battel, the 
Sultay took out of his Bolom, the paw- 
ned Exchariſt, with the Capitslations agreed 
upon, and ſworn to between 'em. Then 
holding the Pater in One Hand, and the 
Articles in the Other, he cryed out,” in the 
Hearing of both Armies ; © O thou C-xc;- 
" 14 Ged of the Chriſtians, behold thy Per- 
« fidious Adorers, who have piven thee to 
« me as a Pledge of their Faith and Truth 
« in what they have ſworn ; yet in a moſt 
© Tmpious Manner they have violated their 
© Oath. If thou art a God chaſtiſe them 
« now by my means, for their Abominable 
« Perjury, and Prophanation of thy Name. 
His Prayer was heard of Heaven : For the 
Victorious O/mazxs gave a Total Overthrow 
to the pes ; and that Blaſphemous Prince 

was himſelf kill'd in the Battel, 
VVhat- 


_ ——_— yy 1 — gm 
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Whatever various Forms of Religion there 
be in the World ; we know there 1s but One 
True God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
Conſervator and Guvernour of en, He 
connives at the Invincible Ignorances, Frail- 
ties and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. He 
accepts the Good Works and Sincere Vows 
of Pagans, and the Uncircumciſed, as well 
as thoſe of 'the Trae Believers, and Followers 
of the Prophet. But he abhorrs and puniſhes 
all Injuſtice, Perjury, and Treaſon, both in 
the One and the Other, For he has no 
Partial Regards for This Nation or Perſon, 
more than 'or That. They are all equally 
the Works of his Hands; and his Care 1s 
alike over them, | 

The Sn runs from the Faſt to the Fe : 
In his daily Ctrcuithe Illuminates and Warms 
this Hemiſphere 5 and by Night, our Aati- 
podes enjoy» his Favours, oF welcome In- 
fuenee. At one Time of tHe Year he com- 
forts the North, at another he revives the 
South. There is no Part of the G/obe, which 
in due Seaſon does not rejoyce in his all. 
chearing Beams. a 

The Moonnever ſlacks or deviates from her 
wonted Courſe ; but from the.Creſent to the 
Wane, obſerves the Laws of him that made 
her. She is exaGt in timing the Flax and 

x of the Sea, And ſhe guides the wan- 
dring Mariners by Night, The Inhabitants 
of the Artick and Antartick Circles, wait for 
her Light, when the S$#» abſents himſelf for 
Half the Year. As ſoon as they = rhe 

mari 
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Chariot of Diana appear on the Road of 
their Heaven, every Man claps his Hands 
for ſoy. They rouze from their Domeſtick 
Dulneſs and Melancholy ; they come out of 
their Dens and Caves. YV Vith Dances and 
Songs, they welcom the Approach of the 
Beautiful Goddeſs ; Knowing that She 1s but 
a Second Remove from the Eternal Light : 
The Mirrour of the $2, 1in which that 
Glorious Planet may ſee his Face ; in whoſe, 
by Refleftion, we ſee the Face of Goa, 

So do the $r4rs keep on their various Tra- 
verſes rhrough the Heavens, Each Conſtel- 
lation faithfully maintaining its Poſt ; each 
Planet purſuing its Road, V Vhiltt all roge- 
ther, at ſo vailkt a Diſtance, appear a flying 
Camp, ne'er ſetting up their bright Pavili- 
ons but by Night, and in the Morning ta- 
king 'em down again, This may be call'd 
the Army of Heaven, the Hoſt of God , 
embattel'd in the Firmament, to guard his 
Friends on Earth, and to chaſtiſe his Ene: 
mies,. 

To deſcend lower yet into our Sublunary 
Elements; we find the Rain, Hail, Snow, 
VVinds, Thunder, Lightning and other 
Meteors, are impartially ſcatter d up and 
down the Climates of the Earth; I do not ' 
mean by Chance , but by the Univerſal 
Providence which governs all Things. As 
the Alcoran expreſles it : © 'Tis he directs 
* the Seminal and Prolifick Showers, to 
*" Barren and Defart Places : Doubtlebs, this 
'* a Sign of his Divine Unity, 

| In 
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In fine, all Provinces and Corners of the 
Earth bring forth their proper Fruits in Sea- 
fon. And the Neero's of Africk, and Ame- 
rica, tho' groſs [aolaters, and ſome of them 
worſhipping Ifernal Demons,yet enjoy God; 
Bleſſings; and live as Plentifully, with as 
much Content and Joy, as we that Adare 
hi: Eternal Vnity, 

Every Nation takes up their Religion on 

- the Credit of their Priefts; and fo as 
they obſerve the Nataral and oral 


imprinted in their Hearts: The Jndzgent 


Fudge and Father of Men, will diſpenſe 
with thoſe that Err, in ence to the Po 
five Laws of their Nation : for Sedition is 
like Magick, odious to God and Mar, and 
equally liable to Univerſal Puniſhment, 
Once more, O Piaus Father of the Der- 


vickes, I beg of thee to pardon the Freedom 
I take, in diſcourſing of Re/igi04s Matters 
in thy Preſence, who art a Light to the 
-Blind, a Guide to thoſe that Err ; a Reſol- 
ver of Doubts, an Arbitrator of difficult 
Queſtions ; The Onely Oracle of thy Pro- 
VINCE. 

I endeavour not to inform thee, but to 
diſentangle my ſelf from Error ; and teſtt- 
* fie, that tho I Honour God and his Pro- 

het ; yet I think there is no need of a Falle- 
_ to defend the Truth, 


Paris, 7th. of the 2d. fon, | þ 
of the” Tear, 1670. 


LETTER 


K 
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LETTER XI. 


p To Ufeph, Balla. 


Eath has of late Celebrated a Triple 
Triamph in the Court of France ; ha- 
ving lead away Captives to the. /wi/#ble 
,#4rld, The Cardinal. Duke of Yendime, a 
Dutcheſs -of the:ſame Title, and Henrietta 
Aaria, late Queen of Great Bratain, bein 
the Relict of: King Charles I. and Younge 
Davghter to Hexry LV. of France, | 
Thou may'ſt alſo report to the Divar, 
that Ca/imtr, late King of Poland, is now at 
this Court ; Having left Poland, as ſoon as 
be ſaw Prince Fieſnowirki elected his Suc- 
ceſlor. The Dukes of Lorrain and New- 
burgh had ſeverally laid Claim to that 
Crown, and-levied Armies a-part, in order 
to make good their Pretentions. But the 
Polauaers, being aware of 4t, were reſolv'd 
not to bring themſelves under the Juriſdicti- 
on of any Foreigner, ſo long as there was 
a Prince of their own Nation capable of 
the Dignity, and one who being the Son of 
King Caſimir, ſeems to have the belt Title to 
his Father's Throne, whoſe Yertues he inhe- 


rits. 
| Here 1s alſo arriv'd the Prince of T»/cavy 
who has travell'd — all Exrope, and 
ta s 
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takes France, as the laſt Kingdom, in his 
Return Homewards : Proteſting, That he 
does this in goad Manners, as preferring 
France to all the Nations in Chriſtendom, 
Indeed, he cou'd do no lets in Good Man- 
ners, than make this Apology, which yet 
ſounds very Flat toa Court ſo retin'd as this ; 
which might have expected his Firſt Viſit 
as a Token of his Regard; fince, tho' in 
Domeſtick Proceſſrons, Entries, and Caval- 
cades, thoſe of higheſt Dignity take the 
laſt Place; yet in Foreign Embaſſtes, and 
Foyages, it is uſual for Princes to addreſs to 
thoſe firſt, for whom they have the Greateſt 
Eſteem, 

The Politicians here keep very ſecret the . 
News that comes from Caray, which makes 
all Men conclude, tis none of the moſt Pro- 
fperous. 'Tis generally reported for a Truth, 
That Admiral _—_ 1s either Kill'd, or 
taken Priſoner by the Ottomans ; aid that 
the French have loſt near Two thouſand 
Men in this Undertaking. | 

I wonder why the Painters always de- 
ſcribe Death in the Form of a Naked Ske- 
leton, a Starv'd Syſtem of dry Bones : where- 
as one would think, he ought to be pour- 
tray das a Monſter,a Miracle of Fatnels ; fince 
he is the greateſt Glutton in the World, 
hourly gurmundizing on all manner of 
Fleſh, and is the very Original, Univerſal 
Cannibal of Nature, who from the Begin- 
-ning of the World has feaſted himſelf with 

: - Humane 
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Humane Bodies. But, perhaps, he has a 
bad Digeſtion, and none of all his raw and. 
bloody Diet, will afford Nutriment enough 
to form ſo. much as a poor Skin to cover 
his Nakedneſs. And, therefore 'tis he's al- 
ways drawn in this /-an Figure, 

Courteous Baſſa, ſuffer me from this 
vain Jeſt, to fall into a ſerious Reflection on 
our Mortality, and the frail Eſtate of Hu- 
mane Race. 

Man's but a fetid Vapour, firſt exhal'd 
from the Earth , and afterwards advancing, 


- 1s condensd into a Cloud, that fo his Fil- 
'* thineſs may be conceal 'd under the Covert 


of a Skin, there in Secret to engender a 
Thouſand Meteors of Fiery Paſſions, Lults, * 
Concupiſcences, and Extravagant Thoughts. 
Which in tirye burlt forth, and trouble all 
the World : Yet end at laſt in empty Smoak, 
Rain, Hail, or Wind, and -are extin& al- 
molt as ſoon as they were form'd, 

The Elements of which we are compoun- . 
ded, may ſerve as Mirrours to repreſent the 


+ conſtant Mutability of our Nature. $o the 


devouring Fire, when. all its Fuel is ſpent, 
decays and dies. .Earth, Air, and Water, 
all are ſubject to Corruption , and from 
thence our Generation takes its Riſe : like- 
wiſe thither we return again, This is the 
Eternal Circle of Natural Products. The 
Trees, the Flowers, with all the Vegetable 
Race; the Birds, the Beaſts, and Fiſhes, 
with every Species of Animals, are ſo many 

I 2 Remem- 
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Remembrancers of our Mortality. Which 
-way foe'er we turn our Eyes, they are pre- 
ſented with freſh Images of Humane Weak- 
neſs. And the very Breath, which does 
prolong our Lite, helps equally to ſhorten 
4t, ſince every Reſpiration carries away ſome 
Portion of our Subſtance. Our finer Par- 
ticles gradually vaniſh into Smoak, and 
Air, .whillt the more -groſs Remainder 
ſcums.off in noiſome Excrements. And if 
there appear a Shew of any thing ſolid in us 
at our Death, 'tis ſoon reduc'd to Aſhes, 
Dirt, or Worms. Our Bodies, . of which 
we make ſo great Account whilſt living, 
are loſt in the A-z/s of Univerſal Matter, 
ſoon after Death. 

'* What were the greateſt Rrince the hap- 
pier; tho he poſieisd the whole Circumte- 
rence of this Globe 2 Tis but a Mighty 
Heap of Dirt, or Dung, perpetually exha- 
ling or crumbling away. 'T'is one of the 
Diſhes which compoſe the Banquet of All- 
«devouring Time. And whilſt the inſulting 
Monarchs of the Earth trample on it in 
Diſdain, ſrreading their Armies far and 
wide, and boaſting that their Empires have 
no Bounds; each do's but haſten to be 
ſhut up himſelf within a little, obſcure and 
putrid 'Hole , not much ſurpaſſing the Lt 
mits of a Mole-Hill, 


Great Baſſa, *I-not the Honours and 
:Dignitics thou poſleflett,- make . thee _ 
1 
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the Miſeries to which thou art liable each 
Hour ; But, remember thou art a Man, 


Paris, the 6th. of the 11th, fon, 
of the Tear 1669: 


_— — — ——— — AC CE A ET oe A 
— —_— ——— —_ 


LETTER ME 
To the Kaiumacham. 


Ere is arrivd a Auta-faraca,” cata 
Solyman Iſmael, with Exprefles trom 
the Grand Sigmor, "T'was no ſmall Refreſit- 
ment to ſce his publick Entry, which ap- 
peard like a little Epitome of the Mnſſulmas 
Grandeur and Magnificence. The Young 
Rabble were as curious to be Spectators oft 
this Eaſtern Cavalcade, as rhe Romans were 
fond of beholding the Secular Plays, which 
were exhibited but once in an Age. Nay, 
People of all Ranks, Ages, and Qualities, 
fll'd the Streets, the Windows, and Battle- 
ments of 'their Houſes : Some, becaule they 
never ſaw ſuch a tizht before ; others, de- 
ſpairing that they ſhould live long e- 
nough to be Witneſfles of ſuch another, 

Yet with all their Curioſity, none but the 
Mituiters of State are able to dive into the 
leaſt Secret of his Inſtrutions. Theſe wil- 

| I 3 ling- 
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lingly communicate the Titles which the 
Great Arbiter of the Earth, gives the French 
King. That fo not only his Subje&ts, bur 
Netghbouring Nations may conceive the 
protounder Veneration for him, without pe- 
netrating the Meaſures he takes. This is an * 
Artifice common to all States, to turn the 
beſt Side outermoſt z only the Hollanders 
excepted, who, in the Days of their Revolt 
from the King of Spain, cou'd not ſo much 
as put a.good Face on a bad Matter : But 
were forc d to expoſe their Poverty and-1Va- 
kedzels, 25 well as ſuffer under 1t ; addreſ- 
fing themſelves to Elizabeth, then Queen 
or £»glard, in the CharaGter of, The Poor 
L1ſtreſlcd States ofs Holland, and fo begging 
her A{liftance. 

However, $/;719% has faithfully imparted | 
to me his Afairs, as I have reaſon to believe. 
te's too well born, and bred, poſleſles more 
Reaſon and Wit, than to amuſe -the Old 
AMan in the Cafſxck,, (fo they call, me here 
in the Streets,” who know me not by any 
other CharaRer ; fo Private is /dabmut in 
Paris, at this Hour, notwithſtanding all his 
publick Suffterings.) 

I eſteern 1/macl as one fit to repreſent the. 
Grand Signior's Perfon among better Peo- ' 
ple than IJvfidels; Yet, I tell thee, the 
French are the moſt retin'd of all the Ye- 

ern Giafers. = 

Iſmael underſtands the Force of the Civil 
Laws, which he learn'd from 7»ſtinian's 

SER G 
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Code, and other Books : For he is perfect 
in Greeb and Latin, and has beſtow'd ſome 
Years in reading their Book, both Prints and 
Manuſcripts. | 

He makes a very Perſonable Figure, be- 
ing Tall, Full-body'd, Well-ſhap'd, and 
not of an ugly Face ; which is enough to 
be ſaid of a Man, defign'd for Bulineſs, 
and not only for Love. He's never in dan- 
er of falling under Cato's Cenſure, ' who 
eemg Two Embaſladors fent from Rome to 
a Foreign State, one of which had his Head 
{o little, that ic could hardly be diſtinguiſh'd 
from thar of an Owl; and the other ſuch 
- a Cripple, thathe cou'd not walk without 
Stilts ; cry'd out, Here's an Emba(ly which 
has neither Head nor Tail. 
. And then, our Muta-faraca is rich : He 
ſupports the Charges of his Commiſſi- 
on, with extraordinary Munificence, His 
Houſe is already become the Santuary of 
all the diſtreſs'd Levantines, whether Greeks, 
Armenians, or Fullowers of the Prophet : 
and he ſpeaks French as readily as a Native. 
Yet he Diſflembles his Expertneſs in that 
Language, to keep up the State and Reſer- 
vedneſs of the Ortoman Empire, which dif- 
dains to condeſtend to any other -Speech, 
than Tzrkiſh, 'or Arabick, Belides, he 
has the Advantage, by thus artificially ſhut- 
ting his Ears, that he can at one time both 
hear and be- deaf ; underſtand and be igno- 
raut of whatſoever is ſaid by the Spies oe 

r 
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the French King, And this 1s no ſmall Gift 
in a Man cf his Character and Truit, For 
he had need of an Ange/, or a Devil at's 
Elbow, that thinks to over-reach this 
Court. 

Above all, I believe our S/yman wil 
never be guilty of the Error committed by 
the Embailadors ſent from Teneavs to one of 
the Roman Emperors. I'm ſure he 1s not 
yet- For, thoſe Gentlemen had ſeen the 
Death of the Emperor's Son, Eleven Moons, 
and Fourteen Days, as the Story ſays, be- 
fore they knew 'twas their Duty to make 
an Addreſs of Condolence : Or, at leaſt, 
before they call'd it to mind ; for, they were 
drown'd in the Roman Luxury. $9 that, 
when they came to perform x ff Devorr, 
the Emperor cou'd not forbear to Scoft at 
them in theſe Terms : 1 mach lament, aid 


he, the Fate of the Renowned HeRQtor, your 


 Country- Man, and Champion, whom Achilles 
the Grecian kil'd above a Thouſand Teafs 


agoe. 
" ſpeak this in a particular Regard to So- 
man's Deportment here. For, *when he 
firſt came to this Court, he found them all 
in Mourning for the Death of the King's 
Aunt, the late Queen of England, and of 
other High Perſonages ( particularly thoſe 
that were ſlain in the late Action at Canada) 
whereof I have already given an Account to 
the Sublime Port, in another Letter. Without 
Inſtrutipns he very demurely accoſted the 


Ring, 
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King, and told him, © There cou'd be no 
« Danalma in the Ottoman Empire, for the 
&« late Succeſs at Canadia, fo long as theFrench 
«© Court were Mourners. | 

This was a ſenfible Touch to thoſe that 
underſtood it ; and from that Moment the 
Grandees and Miniſters of State have made + 
a Difference in their Entertainment of this 
Ingenious Anta-faraca-, and that which 
they us'd to give to the Chiaxſes formerly 
ſent from the. Port. 

I can aſſure thee, he is, at the ſame 
time, very Blunt, and very Elegant, in his 
Diſcourſe. There's Fire in every word he 
utters, to warm and refreſh, if they take 
it at a due Diſtance; but, it they approach 
too near, he ſcorches their Spirits, and puts 
them into a Choler, they dare not ſhew, 
They conſume inwardly in their own De- 
ſpight : yet cannot help themſelves, 

Doubtleſs, the King of France is the Great- 
eſt Monarch, the molt Powerful and Victo- 
rious Prince in Chriſtendom, the only Iroinci- 
ble Emperor of the F*ſtcrz Franks. Yet he 
veils to our Majeſtich Sovereign, Lord of the 
whole Earth, And our Exnxach will not 
part with a Tittle of his Maſter's Honour, 
or give any Advantage by an Eafinefs wor- 
thy of Blame, in a caſe that may be turn'd 
to a Precedent, He 1s very happy in his 
Repartees , as thou wilt perceive by the 
Anſwer he gave to a French Lord yeſterday, 
when he ask'd him, Whether he thought i 
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not a Violation of the Civil Law, for Em- 
baſſadors to be Impriſon'd, as they often 
are at the Ottoman Porz ? No, (ſays Solymay) 
it 1s not, where the Embaſſador is gwilty of 
Treaſon, or Crimen Ilezſz Majeſtatis. But, 
if it were, you French-men Toe the leaſt 
: Reaſon to accuſe us of it, ſince we firſb leari'd | 
this Maxim from the Back-ſide of your Sa- 
lick Law, where 'tis Endorsd, And then he 
produc'd Twenty ſeveral Inſtances of this 
Kind in the Court of Fraxce. , 

In a word, S/ymarn has hitherto acquitted 
himſelf with Marvellous Succeſs, in every 
thing ; tho' the French Grandees often ſer 
upon him to try what Metal he is made of, * 
having generally a mean Opinion of Afuſ-  * 
ſalmans, becauſe Learning 1s 1o little coun- © 
'$enanc'd among, us. 

I have no Matter of News to acquaint 
thee with, fave that a violent Plague broke 
forth not long agoe at m_ : and a terri- 
ble Earthquake in Sicily, _—_ the Inha- 
bitants of Catanea, and the adjacens 
Towns, from their Habitations ; After one 
whole Village had been ſwallow'd up. 

Thoſe who. were -curious to pry into 
'the Cauſe of. theſe particular Convul- 
fions, and that affrighting Overthrow , 
perceiv'd, after diligent Search, that it pro- 
ceeded- from a new Eruption, or Breach, in 
Adount Gibell, about Two Miles from Cata- 
-mea: Where the Horria Chaſm vomited' 
forth Floods: of Fire, with-Flaming, ſony 
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which being carried violently through the 
Air, for the ſpace of near a League round 
about, at laſt fell down in Flaming 
Showers, or Cataratts, producing fad, and 
Calamitous Eftetts in the Neighbouring 
Country, 

Serene Miniſter, it is evident - that the 
Judgments of Ged are upon theſe Zfiaels : 
Yet, they will not be converted from their 
Errors, and Vices, They have felt the ſame 
Tempeſt of Fire which overwhelm'd the 
Nine Cities of the Lake Aſphaltites, Yet, 
they remain ' Inſenfible and Obdurate. 
_ they will be exterminated from the 

art w 


Paris, 4th. of the 12th, Idoon, 
of the Tear 1669. 


The End of the SECOND BOOK, 
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LETTER I. 


To Mchemet, a» Exil'd Eunuch, at 
Alcaire iz Egypt. 


E no longer Melancholly, my Friend, 
nor ſink under the Burthen of thy 
Misfortunes. Give not thy Enemies 
an Occaſion of double Triumph in 

that they have driven thee from thy Self, as 
well as from the Grand Signior's Happy Pre- 
ſence, Thou haſt Money and Jewels enough 
left to purchaſe thee a competent Felicity 


any 
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any where. Or, atleaft, thou haſt Vertue, 
which renders every Place a Paradiſe. Afſo- 
ciate thy ſelf with the other Exiles in that Cj- 
ty, Victims to a Royal Caprice; ſufter'd with 
all ther tmmenſe Riches, to make a Pom- 


pous and Magnificent Entry into that A4e-. 


tropolis of Egypt , but ſoon after ſtript of all 
their Wealth, and Sacrific d to the Conrt-A- 
warice,: So were the Conſecrated Bulls of 
old, dreſs'd up in ſtately Equipage, their 
Horns and Hoofs all gilded oer with Gold, 
adorn'd with Ribbands of coſtly Silks, their 


Bodies. cover'd o'er with Mantles of Broc- 
cade and Tiflue, embroider'd with Pearls 


and Precious Stones, and trailing on the 
Pavements of Apollo's Temple : Whilſt the 


- Prieſts ſtood ready at the Altar to diſpatch 


whole Hecatombs of theſe gay Sacrifices. 
Your Caſe 1s not ſo bad at Caire, in that 
your Lives are ſpar'd, and you at Liberty to 
carve new Fortunes to _ ſelves, where 
eer you pleaſe. Youought to aid and coun- 
ſel one another in your Misfortunes. It is 
a Comfort to the Miferable, to have Compa- 
nions in their ſad Eſtate, Infinuate thy 
ſelf into the Baſſa's Favour. He may do 


ſomething to Alleviate thy Grief, He'll mea» 


ſure thy Circumſtanees by his own ; con(1- 


dering that he has but Three Years to enjoy 
kis preſent Wealth and Grandeur. 


Go to the baniſh'd. 24efts, if he be living 
at Caire ; defire his Spiritual Advice : Pere 
haps thou may'fſt receive.in to the Bargain 
fome Temporal Advantage from it, *He has 


a greater - 
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a greater Influence on ſome of the Zgyprian 
Beys, than the Grand Signior has himſelf, 
You're all alike embark'd in- one Aion, 
whoſe Eflence do's conſiſt in being degraded 
from your former Honours , (tho' in diffe- 
rent Degrees) and being ſeparated fram your 
Friends , that bask in the immediate Luſtre 
of Imperial Dignity. It is your Buſineſs 


- therefore now , to find out ſome new Source 


of Happineſs : to make New Friends, finee 
you have loſt the Old; or, atleaſt, to prop 
up one another by a mutual F yy, 

to be Broke or Diflipated, but by a 


not 
ny 
* -equal to the former. And then you have 


no more to do, but proſecute your ſeveral 
Intereſts, and be reſign'd to Fate. 

As forthee , I am particularly ſollicitous 
being engag'd together from our Youth, by 


a Reciprocal Participation of Good Offices 


which was the Effect of a deep rooted an 
ſtrong SHmpathy, The Agreeableneſs of Hu- 
mour, united firſt our Souls, and taught us 


the Myſterious Leflons of P:atonick Love. 


We ſaw each other, and were ſtraight mſpird 
with facred Inclinations. My Eye no ſooner 
fix'd on thine, but through that Perſpective 
I could ſee the inward Vertue of thy Soul , 
which immediately produc'd a Veneration in 
mY Breaſt : And I ſoon found our Hearts 


heat Time to one another, This generous 


Paſſion afterwards encreas'd as we grew up 3 
and what it loſt of its Firft Violence, it 


gaind by acquiring a more laſting Strength, 
more durable Integrity, and con 


ant Faith- 
fulnels, 
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fulne(s, ' Qur Joys and Griefs were ſtill the 
ſme. No Profſperous or Adverſe Fortune 
cou'd ever change our Minds , to warp us ei- 
ther to Flattery or Contempt : But with an 
even Mind we {till ſuſtain'd the different Ac- 
cidents of Humane Lite, and propp'd up 
one ariother with tight Aﬀection ; till 'twas 
the Will of Fate to ſeparate us, I bein 
made a Slave in Sicily, whilſt thou enjoy'd 
the Smiles and Favours of thy Infant-For- 
tune, which introduc'd thee firſt to the Sera- 
z/, Afterwards I gaimd my Freedom, and 
return'd to the Imperial City, and to.the Pa» 
-_ of the _— Bur ny ſuffer'd 
ong to enjoy that Happineſs , being appoin- 
ted for this "abs Poſt in Parir? y 

I tell thee, dehemer, I reckon my Caſe 
far worſe than thine, in that I am forc'd to 
take my conſtant Reſidence up among theſe 
Dafidels, Cou'd my propitious Stars encou- 
rage me but with the ſmalleſt Hopes to 
change my preſent Courſe of Life , I'd ne'er 
repine at what is paſt, but pleaſe my ſelf 
with flattering ProſpeCts of ſome future and 
unknown Felicity. But, to be irrevocably 
chain'd down to the Oar, without a Glimpe 
of any Sign that I ſhall ever be reliev'd, 1s 
worſe than Death it ſelf. 

Whereas, on the other fide, thou art di- 
pos'd of in. the. happieſt Region of the 
Earth ; Egypt, the Mother of Sciences, rhe 
Midwife of Celeſtial Secrets ; the Nurſe of 
Saves, Saints, and Prophets ; the Granary 
of the Auſſulman Empire ; and the Refuge 
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of Diſtreſſed Mortals, Oh ! Achemet , 
prize the vaſt Advantage thou haſt of me, 
and others of thy Fellow-Slaves. Improve 
thy Privilege , and Opportunity of ranging 
where thou lift, Go, vifit all the Antiquities 
of Egypt, afld trace her Borders to the We/# 
and Seth, If this will not divert thy Me- 
lancholy , go farther yet, and ſearch the 
mighty Cataratts of the Nile, which deafen 
Mortals with their Fall. Go view the Moun- 
tains of the Icon in eAthiopia ; Or, ſee the 
Deſolation of the Smoaby Yale, and. of the 
Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were in a Minute 
Metamorphosd into Stones, as a Memorial of 
Eternal Vengeance againſt crying Sins, 

Bur, after all, my 4ehemet, depart not 
from thy Reaſon , Loyalty and Faith. For 
theſe are Armour-Proof againſt the Aſaults 
of Chance and Deſtiny , of Men and De- 
vils, of Earth and Hell. , And when thy 
Travels are finiſh'd here on Earth , thoſe 
Vertues will not fail to carry thee to Heaven, 


Paris, 5th. of the 4th. fey, 
of the Tear 1670. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IL 
To the ſame. 


I Cannot forbear giving thee the Trouble of 

another Letter by this Poſt ; that I may 
Yet more encourage thee to a Vertuous Re- 
fenation to the Will of Fate, which , thou 
know'ſt, is Inexorable, 

There 1s an Eternal Law fix'd in the Uni- 
verſe, which admits of no Repeal. No 
Prayers, or Tears of Pafſtonate Mortals ; no 
Vows, Alms, Filgrimages, or any Supererro- 
gating Works can move the Deftinies.They re 
more Inflexible than the Judges of the old 
Athenian Areopagns, And the Unchangeable 
Editts of the Adediar Empire might ſooner 
be revers'd than the Decrees of Fate. 

If thou cou'dit make Corhan with a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Sheep , and feed the Poor of 
all the Zaft, according to the uſſulman 
Practice ; or Sacrifice as many Bulls, after 
the Faſhion of the Ancient Geztiles : could't | 
thou *monopolize all the Aromaticks of the 
Orient , to compound the moſt exalted In- 
cenſe, and make a Pyramid of Odoriferous 
Smoak aſcend , high as the Shadow of the 
Earth at Midnight , whereby the Heaven of 
Heavens ſhou'd be all perfum'd , and every 
ſleeping Deity ſhou'd be awaken'd by the 
Fragrant Smell ; could't thou bribe the 
Quires above, to tune the Spheres anew, her 
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raiſe the ſweeteſt Harmony, that ever reach'd 
the Eternal Senſe ; yet all wou'd not prevail, 
to. alter the Reſolves of Heaven, or re-1n- 
ſtate thee in thy former Honour, No / my 
Mehmet, thou art loſt for ever at the Sera! : 
The Face of Things is chang'd, fince thon 
haſt been in Zgypr. Thy Friends are all dif- 
pers'd abroad 1'th' World, or Dead; which 
1s but another -kind of Separation. - T here 
are no Hopes now left thee, of er retur- 
ning again to that Proud City , which inhe- 
rits the CharaGter of Ancient Romg, The La- 
dy of the Earth, IT wiſh the Roman Luxury 
be not alk? entail d. 

Rouze up, my. Friend, and look not on 
thy State, throvgh the deceitful” Opricks of 
thy Paſſion ; bur let Reaſon hght the Pro- 
/pefF, Thou wert before a Slave ; now thou 
art free, and Maſter of thy Self, However, 
to rid thee of the very 14ea of phanſy'd Mi- 
ſery, I counſel thee once again, to travel. 

Go,make the ſpeedieſt Retreat thou can'R, 
ont of the Limits of the Ottoman Empire , 
that thou may | forget thy Cares and Fears. 
Take not thy Way by Barbary, nor covet to 
ſee the Place where ancient Carthage was (i- 


tuated ; be not curious to enquire after 


Queen Dido, e/AEneas, or Hannibal, or to 


hear ſome Stories of the Famous Scrp1o. * 


Nor wou'd I counſel thee to paſs the King- 
doms of Morocco and Fez, For, tho' thoſe 
Realms pay no Obedience to the. Swltaz : 
Yer, they are his Allies ; and that Refle&ion 
will always keep thee in Pain. Beſides, the 
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fght of Afuſſulmans will terrifie thy Mind: 
and fill thee with a Thouſand Apprehenfions, 

Go rather the directeſt Way thou canfſt, 
unto the Kingdoms of the Neegro's or Black 
People, inhabiting the Torrid Zone. But, 
take this Rule : Be ſure to Coalt along the 
River Nile, as near as the Roads of Africk 
will permit : That fo thou may it avoid the 
Horrible and Afﬀrighting Defarts of LZ:bya, 
Nubia, and Zanfar, with other Inhoſpita- 
ble Mountainous Parts between the Tropic 
of Caxcer and the Equinox, For, thou wilt 
not find it very pleaſant to encounter and 
converſe with none but Dragons , Bafilisks, 
and other Monſters of thoſe Regions. And 
yet, for ought I know, 'tis better, than to 
tall into the Hands of Humane Salvages, 

I know not how to give-a General Cha- 
racter-of the Sorthern Blacks; fince every 
Province varies in- its particular Principles, 
Cuſtoms, Laws, and Inſtitutions. T he 4 
byſſines are Chriſtians ; fo are the: Inhabi- 
tants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other 
Countries bordering on the Upper e/E!hiep1a, 
Thoſe that dwell along the Ked Sea, are ge 
nerally 2dahometans, They diſcourſe alſo of 
a very Populous Country thereabouts, pol- 
teſs'd by Jews alone. And there are Authors 
who aflert a Female Kingdom ; a Nation ot 
Amazons, "Tis certain, on the Weſtern Side 
they're all Pagans. 

It will be worth thy Labour, to obſerve 
the different Humours of theſe People , and 
make Compariſon between the Ancient .and 
ths 
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this Modern Genti/i/er: ; toabſtratt their Mo- 
rals from their Superſtitions: And tell me 
then , whether they do -not better deſerve 
the Title of Trae Believers, than we Adaſſul- 
mans, fince they a&t according to their Faith, 
whereas we go by a quite contrary Method. 
They believe no other Geas but their Dome- 
ſtick Prieſts , and theſe they never willingly 
oftznd. Whereas, whilſt we profeſs the E- 
teraal Unity, we ſcruple not to fin againſt 


Him every Hour. They Circumciſe, Waſh, 


Pray, Abſtain from Meats, give Alms as well 
25 we. Their Juſtice 1s as ſtrict, their Mercy 
ſoft as ours. In fine, they're Men diitering 
from us, only in Colour, Education, and the 
peculiar Maxims of their Country , which 
they rigorouſly obſerve, and hope tor Hap- 
pinets thereby, as we .do by Obeying the 
Law brought down from Heaven, , 

AMehemet, Our Holy Prophet has faid, 
© That wheſoever lives innocently and does 
« Juſtice, whether he be a $hri/tian, Jew, or 
« Pagan , ſhall be fav'd as well as his Diſci- 
«© ples. Theretore inall thy Travels, deſpiſe 
not any Man for his Religion , be it never ſo 
ridiculous in Appearance ;. provided he be 
Good and Honeſt in his Converfation : Much 
leſs contemn thoſe Africans for their Colour ; 
ſince Black and White areall alike to him.who 
firſt gave Man the Power to know the Diffe- 
rence, | 


Md:hemet 
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 MAethemet, if thou accepteſt my Advice, 
take alſo my Wiſhes for thy good Voyage 
_ and Proſperity. 


Paris, 5th. of the 4th. Aon, 
ef the Tear 1670. 


» m——_— <—_ "_— ———_— 


LET TER III 


To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of 
Learning and Knowledge. 


Rom thy Clemency I will not fear a 
þ Charge of Negligence, in that 1 have 
delay d to perform the Task thou enjoinedſt 
me. Thou know {t my Circumſtances, and 


wilt con{ider, That tho' I have read Yooks, ' 


'yet I have not a Zibrary of my own. "Tis 
true, I often freqyent thoſe of this City, 
but my Seaſons are limited, either to thoſe 
Hours when the Z:ibrares are open'd, or to 
thoſe I can ſpare from :the Aﬀairs of my 
Commiſſion, 1 cannot ſerve the Grand Sig- 
mir, and follow my Studies both at once. 
Yet I have out-paſsd Frugality, and turn'd 
a Niggard of my time, that I might obey 
the great Oracie of Trae Believers, and pro- 
mote a Work, for which I have fo paſſionate 
a Regard, 

1 he Enclos'd Paper contains the Size of 


the Yolame, which 1 conceive will be moſt 


proper 
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proper for ſo great a Work, with the Con- 
trivance of the Pages, which I have divided 
into Colamas, that fo' the Tears of the 
- World, the Date of the Ohmpiads, with 
other Remarkable «Ara's, may be rank'd 
in Order, each Parallell with the reſt, and 
all with the Matter treated of at ſuch a 
Time, 

ilis I haye done in the enclos'd Paper, 
not thinking it proper to interrupt the 
Series of my Letter, with a blank Scheme, 
which 1s for the Uſe of the Compilers ; but 
to preſent thee with a tranſient View of the 
Four Monarchies, which have made fuch a 
noiſe tn the World ; wherein thou need'ſt 
not fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued 
Riſtory ; for I deſign only ta cull out ſuch 
Paſlages as are moſt Diverting, and worthy 
of Peruſal. 

To begin then with the Aſſyrian Ionar- 
chy, Which was the Firſ# of the Foar: 
This NNztion was, for a great while, conten- 
ted with its own Bounds, without ſeeking 
to encroach on the Territories of others. 
And Ninus was the Firſt of, the Aſſyrian 
Kings, who enlarg'd his Domiaions by Cine 
queſt, He ſubdu'd the greateſt part of- A/;a, 
and raisd A{[yria to the Title of an Em- 
fire. 

Afﬀter his Death, Semiramis his Wife, 
took upon her the Government, counterteit- 
ing the Perſon of Niayas, his Son, who 
was as yet but a Child, She wore the Ha- 
vit of a Man, and being like her Son, pane 
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for him, as the lawful Succeſſor, unſuſpeRed, 
This Virago enlarg'd the Congueſts of her 
Husband, and ſpread her Emp:re from India 
to eAthiopia; and to lay the Foundation 
jd an immortal Fame, ſhe built By 
08. 
- To her, ſucceeded Ninyas her Son, of 
whom nothinz is Remarkable but his Effe- 
. minacy, For neglecting the Afﬀairs of 7x, 
he ſpent all Ins Time among his Concabines, 
And the ſame Stain 1s faſten d on his Scceſ- 
ſors; even to Sardinapalns ; in whoſe Death 
the Ajriar Monarchy ſuffer'd an .Interrup- 
tion, being Cantoniz'd Mmto Petty Royalties, 
by the Governours of Provinces, Among 
whom; thoſe who aſſlum'd the Crown of 
Babylon, were of moſt Note, in regard they 
fhr{t recover'd the broken Empire to its Old 
Grandeur and Unity. | 
By a Succeſſion therefore of many K:2er, 
in Keference to whoſe Actions H:/rory is 
ſilent, the Monarchy deſcended to /Mero- 
dach Baladan : In whoſe Days happend 
that wonderful Retrozradation of the Sun, 
mention'd by Hebrew Writers and others, 
which occaſfton'd thoſe Famous Controver- 
fies among the Fh:/oſephers, and Aſtroze- 
mers of that Age, mention'd in the Perſian 
Chronicles, For they obſerving, that not 
only the $u7, but the whole Planetary Sy- 
ſtem, and all the Fixed Stars went back at 
the ſame Time, . or at leaſt ſeem'd to do o, 
began to revive that curious Queſtion, about 
the Motion of the Earth, which the Chat 
ALAN, 
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aeans, and G nnyns of India had \tar- 
ted before, when the Sx and Aon ſtood 
{till at the burning of 14a. And it was con- 
cluded by ſome of 'em, That the 29t/on of 
the Earth being granted, its ſtanding (till, 
or going back at theſe extraordinary Times, 
would ſolve all the Aſ#ronomical Appearan- 
ces better, and in a more Natural Way, 
than by ſuppoſing ſuch a Prodigious Stop 
to be put to the whole Cz/z/tial Frame at 
one time, or that the Everlaſting Spheres 
mm be Rowl'd backwards at the o- 
ner. 

This Diſpute was the Occaſion of that 
famous Conflux of the Eaſtern Sages to 
Babylon, mention'd in the Perſian Poets, 
and Hiſtorians, For Balaann being very In- 
quifitive afrer Knowledge, and particularly 
defirous to be inform'd in the Grounds of 
this Preternatural Appearance, ſent Meflen- 
gers into India, Egypt, Perſia, and all King- 
doms, where Learning flouriſh'd ; inviting 
the Aſtrologers, Priejts, Magicians, Pro- 
phets, and all that had the Character of 
IViſe- en, to come to his Conrt at Babylon, 
where they were magnihcently entertain'd ; 
and when they had fully ſatisfied all the 
King's Demands, he ſent them away laden 
with Gifts and Preſents, every Man to his 
own Country. 

Arkiaans tucceedad Baladan in the K:ng- 
am of Babylon, in whole time Ecvatane 
was built, To him ſucceeded Belrius, 
Apironadins, Rigibelas, Meſſiſſimcrdacns ; 
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after whom the Kingdors was again tranſla- 
ted to the Aſſrians, in the Reign of Eſchar- 
. hadaon, in the 3323d. Year of the 7Por/d, and 
the 24th. G&hmpiad, During the Empire of 
this E/charhaddow the Aſſyrian Monarch , 
Chalcedon that lies over againſt the Imperial 
City , was builr by the Thraciars, in the 
25th. Olympiad, and 3 329th, Year of the 
Wor'd, 

To Eſcharhadaon ſucceeded Saosduchings , 

Chyladanus, Nabopolaſſar ; in the Reign of 
which laſt, -Necho King of Egypt, attemp- 
ted to cut a Cana/tfrom the Ni/e to the Reg- 
Sea, wherein he employ d an Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand Egyptians ; but diſcou- 
rag d by the flow Progreſs they made, and 
the vaſt Expences he was at, he gave 1t 
 .Gver, 
This Nabopolaſſar , once more raisd the 
Kingdom of Babylon to an Univerſal Monar- 
chy; for before his Time it had been for ſome 
Years in the Hands of the A(ſ57:ans ; but he 
ſubdu'd all Syria, Phanicia, fadeza, and 
£exypt , and expell'd the Sc5thians out of 
Ajta. 

Tohim ſucceeded his Son Nebachadnezzar, 
who dreamt of the Foxr Univerſal Aonar- 
chies, that were to ſucceed one another. In 
his Reign was born the Grand Cyrus, who 
raisd the Perſian Monarchy, Of him it 1s 
Recorded, That one Night he dreamed, The 
Sun ſtood at his Feet, whom when Cyrus Thrice 
a/tempted to lay hold on, the Sun as often di- 
Evpear'd ; Which the HZagi interpreted, as 4 

urs 
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ſure Sign that he ſhould Reign Thirty Years, 
which came to pals accordingly. 

During this Reigs, there was a Notable 
Dael fought between Pittacas, one of the 
Seven Wiſe Men of Greece , and Phrynon the 
moſt Renowned Combatant of thote Days; 
for he always won the Prize at the Olympic 
Games, He was General of the Athenians; 
and being puffd up wich his conttant Suc- 
ceſſes, he defy'd any Man to a tingle Com- 


bat, Pittacus the Sage, accepted the Chal- 


lenge; and when they were hotly engagd in 
the Field, he ſuddenly threw a filken Net o- 
ver Phrynon's Head, and having thus entang- 
led him, thruft him through with his Lance. 

T his was that great Nebachadzeztar, who 
having befieg d and taken Ferx/alem, burnt it 
down to the Ground, raz'd the Walls, and 
carry'd away all the Jews with their Riches 
into Captivity to Babylon, 

Afterwards having Conquer'd all the 
Neighbouring NVatiens , he new-built Baby- 
on, and enclos'd it with Three Walls : He 
alo built thoſe Penanlons Gardens, Renow- 
ned throughout the Earth ; and made thoſe 
Brazen Gates which were reckoned among 
the Wonders of the World. But at lengthy 
being puffd up with the Thought of his 
Maenificens Works , he was Metamorphos'd 
into a Satyr or Sylvan, and dwelt Seven Years 
in the Deſarts of Arabia, being a Compa- 
nion of the Brates, My Conntry-men ſhew 
the Places of his wild Haunt, to this Day ; 


. having reczivdit by 7raaition from their Fa- 
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thers, They fay alſo, that Paremie/, the 
rngel of the Woods, when the Term of Se- 
ven Years was expir'd, interceded with God 
for Nebachadnezzar, who thereupon turn'd 
him into a az again , and reſtor'd. him to 
his Empire, He dyed peaceably in the 3442d 
Year of the World, and the 43d of his Kezgn, 

To him ſucceeded Evil-Merodach, Neri- 
#/iſſor, Laboroſoarchad, and Labynitus, in 
whoſe Time there was Par between the Ba- 
bylonians and Perfians, when Cyrus atter ma- 
ny Vitorious Campaigns , at laſt laid Siege 
to Babylon, took the City, and tranſlated x 
Empire to the Perſians; and having ſubdu'd 
all the Yet of Aja, even to the Red Sea, he 
died at Seventy Years of Age; Commanding 
his Servants not to Embalm his Body, nor 
uſe any coſtly Pomp at his Fxreral, but bu- 
rying him decently like a Van, ſhou'd caute 
this Epitaph to be writ on his Tomb: 


O Mortals, I ans Cyr us who 
laid the Foundation of the 
Perltan Monarchy , and 

was Emperour of all As 
{1a : Therefore envy me 
wot a Grave. 


F To him ſucceeded Car:4:/es his Eldeſt 
Son, who marching with has: Army into £- 
Pts 
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Egypt, and laying Siege to Peluſiam , caus'd 
a great Number of Cows, Apes, Birds and 
other Animals to be plac'd in the Front of 
his Army ; knowing , that the Egyprians 
worſhip'd ſuch for Gods., and conſequently 
wou'd forbear to ſhoot their Arrows that 
way : By which Stratagem he took the City, 

and afterward Conquer all Egypt, carryin 
away many Thouſands of the Z-yptians, with 
Foreigners refiding there, into Captivity, a- 
mong whom was Py:hagoras the ———_— 
After this, Camby/zs ient Spies under the 
Notion of E mbaſſadors to the King of ASthi- 
opi4 , with Rich Preſents, But tlie Kiag (u- 
ſpecting what was their Buſineſs, took a 
Bow in his Hand and bent it, as tho' he wou'd 
ſhoot; and giving it to the Spies, he bid 
them carry it to their /4aſter, and tell him, 
That when he and his Perfhans had learn'd to 
vend Boves of that S:rength, he might think of 
invading Kthiopia, and mt before, for that the 
Ethiopians were Gyants in P.gor. And when 
the Sp:2s return'd to Cones? , there was no 
Man found among his Soldiers which was a= 
ble to bend that Bow, Yet he march'd di- 
rectly towardeA:hiopia with a Great Army ; 
Part of which was overwhelm'd in the Sands 
of 'the Deſarts, to the Number of, Fifty 
Thoutand, and the Reſt being reduc'd, for 
Wantof Provilions, to a Neceflity of eating” 
ene another, he returned in a great Rage to 
AAempiis, Where he (lew Apis ho God of the 
Egyptians, and caus'd his Prieſts to be Maſ- 
facred. He alfo-ſw his own Brother, and 
K 3 kill'd 
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kill'd his Wife becauſe ſhe mourn'd for him. 
He ſhot Prexaſpes through with anArrow,and 
commanded Twelve Perſian Nobles to be 
bury'd Alive: He ſet Fire to the Temples, 
blaſphem'd the Gods, and at laſt kill d him- 
felf by an Accident with his own Sword, 

After his Death, the AZae! Crown'd one of 
their own Order , and ſet him on the Throne 
of Perſia, giving out that he was Smeraes 
the Younger Son of Crs, who had been 
murder'd by the Command of his Brother 
Cambzſes, And 1t was eaſy to carry on the 
Fraud , in regard the Perſian Krags rarely 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſeen ; which 1s a Cu- 
ſtom, thou know it, obſerv d by all the 11o- 
narchs in the Eat, 

One OStan, a Perſian Prince, firſt diſco- 
ver'd the Cheat by Means of his Daughter, 
a Concubine of the King's : For ſhe, E his 
Inſtruction, found out, that the X7zg had 
no Ears : Which was a convincing Argument 
that he was one of the /4ag;, whoſe Ears 
Cambyſes had commanded to be cut off. 

This O#taz drawing Six other Princes ins 
to a Conſpiracy , they ruſh'd into the Pa- 
lace, and {211d all the 2Zae:, and fingl'd out 
of their own Number, one Dar:iz-, the Son 
of HyStaſpes, to ſucceed in the Throne. This: 
was not done by Election, but by Lot : For 
they agreed to meet all together, one Mor- 
ning, before the Palace Gates on Horſeback ; 
and that he whoſe Horſe firſt Neigh'd, after 
the Sy» was up, ſhou'd be King, This fell 
to Darixs's Share , by the Stratagem tof his 

Squire, 
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Squire, or Mater of the Horſe. Then the 
other Princes Crown'd him, and made him 
ſwear by the Sz and the Fire, that he wou'd 
never put them to Leath , or deny them his 
Preſence. ; 
But Dari finding himſelf curb'd by theſe 
Princes, was refolv'd to rfl himſelf of ſuch 
dangerous Companions. Wherefore he cau- 
ſed a Stove to be built on purpoſe for a Bar- 
quetting-Houſe, and fo artificially contriv'd 
that the Fire-place being under the Bangquet- 
ting-Chamber, ſhould in ſo many Fm na 
aſunder the Pillars that ſupported the faid 
Chamber, and cauſe the Floor to fall down 
into the Fire. Then he invited theſe Prixces 
toa Feast, which he held in this Banquerting- 
Houſe, and was merry with them till the 
Signal was given for him to depart : Ar 
which Time he left them in the midſt of 
their Mirth; and within a while after he 
was gone, the Floor of the Chamber fell 
down, with all that were in it, into the Fire 
underneath , where the Princes were ſoon 

conſum'd to Aſhes. 
Afﬀeer this, Darius manag d all the Affairs 
of his Empire without Controul. He rul'd 
over all the Provinces of Aſia, from Tadia to 
e/Ethiopia , containing above a Hundred 
Kingdoms, He extended his Congue#ts to the 
Provinces of Greece ; and ſetting forth a pro- 
digious Fleet, he faild into the deairerra- 
nean and Archipelago: He conquer'd the 1- 
ſiands of the Azgean Sea, reduc'd Chalcedon, 
and all the Cities alpng the Helleſpont and 
K.4 Proe 
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Propontis, even Byzantiam it ſelf, the pre- 
ſent Seat of our Augrit Emperonys, At 
length, having Reigned proſperouſly Thirty 
{1x Years, he died, and left Xerxes his Son to 
ſucceed him in the Throze. 

Thou ſeeſt, Great Gmnide of the Faithfull, 
that I have not yet reach'd to the End of the 
Perſian Aonarchy; whereas I thought to have 
comprehended all the Foxr in one Letter : 
For I haye only touch'd upon the moſt Re- 
markable Paſſages , omitting the main Body 
of the Hiflory, which it wou'd be too tedious 
tor thee to peruſe. 

If thou approveſt what I have written, I 
will continue thus ro abbrevate the Hi/tory 
of the Perſian , Aacedomian, and Roman 
'Empires jm other Letters : But if thou think- 
eſt what I have already writ , to be a ſuffici- 
ent Model for the Compilers of an Vuiver- 
fal HiStory, 1 ſubmit to thy Oraculous Ap- 
pointment, 

In the mean time, I pray the Xing Eter- 
al, who Eftabliſhes and Diflolves all the 
Empires in the World , and has put into the 
Poſicflion of the Grand Signior thoſe Am- 
ple Tracts of the Earth which formerly be- 
long'd to the Succeſſive IMeonarchies ; ro ex- 
tend the Limits of the Adnſſulman Empire 
through the Five Zones. ; 


Paris, t-e 17th, of the 6th, fon, 
of the Tear 1670. 
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LETTEK IV. 

To Mirmadolin, Santone of" the- 
Vale of Sidon. 

fa a long time before FT could fint 
- out the True Secret of Humane Hap- 
ineſs, I have for many Years grop'd after 
it in the Dark; and when I thought I enjesy'd 
a Proſpect of it, as clear as of Things we 
diſcern in the Light of a Mid-day Sun; 
that Sun- was little better than 'the So/ Afor- 
t#orum of the Ancient Rowwng, whoſe Beams 
fery'd only to give a faint Mock-Glim- 
mering to the Ghoſts that wander on this 
fide Charon's Ferry , and like an /gnis fatuns 
to miſlead 'em up and down in the dark 
Suburbs of Elyziam, the Fens and Marſhes 
of the Stygian Lake. So have I ftraggl'd; 
all my Lite, through unknown-Ways; 1eek- 
ing the Road to Heaven, yet finding no- 

thing but the Paradiſe of Fools. 

Sometimes , I thought, by outward 
Works of Vertue, to puriftie my Selt' and 
gain Perfection, I was punctual in obſer- 
ving every Precept of the Law z and pers 
form'd not a few Acts of Supererogation: - 
Confiding too much in the Fidelity, ' and 
inviolable Faſtneſs of my Wings,” the Force 
of my Religious Paſhons, firft' form'd by 
Nature, atterwards :mprov'd by Pious Ta- 
tors ; I ſtove to-make Heroick Flights, and 
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ſoar above my Guide. But, alas! they. 
were mere borrowed Feathers which bore 
me up ſo long; dead Artificial Wings, ce- 
mented to my Soul only by Education, 
Cuſtom, and the Practice of my Fathers; 
& Compoſition of Spiritual Wax, or Glew, 
which could not ſtand-the Brunt of hot and 
fiery Tryals, but ſoon diflolv'd in my Un- 
warrantable, Bold Approaches to the Sr, 
So that, in fine, my Wings dropt piece- 


meal off, and Id the Fate of [carxs, to 
fall a Victim to my own obſtinate Zeal, 


and Raſhneſs, 
Surely our Souls are like the Aygear Sta- 
ble, which no Humane Power, Art, or In- 
duſtry, can ever cleanſe, did not the Meſſen- 
gers and Favourites of God, like Hercales 
teach us the Method of opening a Canal 
from Heaven, and letting in the Torrent 
yA the River -of - Purification from Para- 
L . 
Qur Vices, Hyara-like , ſtill ſtart Youn 
Infants Heads, as faſt as we cut off the 014, 
Whereas our Vertues are like the Yenetiar 
Treaſure, which being once ſhew'd to the 
Spaniſh Embaſſador in many Cofters of Sil- 
ver, Gold; and Jewels; the Wiſe Ca/tiliars 
defiring to ſee the Bottoms of thoſe Weal- 
thy. Cheſts turn'd up ; when it was done, 
made this Remark, Toxr Riches have no 
Roots, nor grow, like thoſe my 7Aaſter does 
poſſeſs 1th! Indies,, So are all the boaſted Ex- 
encies. acquird by Humane Diſcipline 
mpre Jnanimate and dead than the Artibcy 
i0= 
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Productions of Minerals, Metals, and Stones* 
No traditional Chymiſtry of Men, can ee" 
revive a Soul, that's dead to God, Perhaps, 
fome Theological Parace!lſus, Helmont, or 
Arabian Ifriqui, ray, from the Aſhes of an 
Original Flower, raiſe the Phantaſtick Form. 
of 1t again ; I mean the Colour and Con- 
texture of the Leaves: But none of them 
15 able to beſtow the Yital Sap, the Seminal 
Taice , the Irward Vertue of the once pro- 
ſperous and flouriſhing Yegetable. No Mor- 
tal can repair what Adam once deſtroy d, 
That Protoplaſt has ruin'd us All, 

Well then! Muſt we deſpair of Remedy ? 
Shall we decamp, and ſneakingly retire to 
Hell, becauſe we can't take Heaven by Storm, 
nor Undermine it; nor have recourſe to 
Stratagems ; nor Bribe the Garriſon z or 
make a Party amongſt the Celeſtial Burg- 
hers? No: Let's rather lie entrench'd with- 
in our Selves, till Heaven ſhall voluntarily 
open its Gates,. and Sally forth in Love, to 
invite and lead usin. 

Oh ! Thrice-Happy Santone, thou haft 
experienc'd what I fay. My Reſolution 
1s to follow thee, by ſufferin my ſelt to be 

radually abdicated from the World, and 
om my own Will. Vouchſafe to inſtruct 
me in the Method, leſt Self-Love miſguids 


me to my Ruine, 


Iri 
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In the mean while, repoſe thou in the 


Boſom of God , which is the Bed-Chamber | 


of Holy Souls, 


Paris, ſt. of the 8th. oor, 
of the Tear, 1670, 


LETLFER Y. 


To the Seliftar Apa, or Sword-bearer 
7o the Sultan, 


-Shall entertain thee now with a /edly of 

; Relations, ſome containing News of the 
freſheſt Date , others only informing thee 
of- Things done many. Aoons agoe, . yet 
pleaſant enough in. the Rehearſal. How- 
ever, I bes of thee to- accept this as a Te- 
ftimony of my Devoir and Regard ; in that 
I have abundance of Letters to write, many 
Friends to gratifie,, and cannat ſend the ſame 
Matter.to All. Iam forc'd to parcel out my 
Intelligence, and fuir every Letter - to the 
Genius and Station of him to whom I Ad- 
cirels, Knowing. therefore thy particular 
Inchnations, I ſhall preſent thee with ſome- 
thing very Agreeable. 

No doubr. but thou art acquainted with 
the Chriſttans Carnaval, which is a Time 


sf publick Joy, Licentiouſneſs, and _ 


—— 
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This Year the King and Queen of Fraxce 
obſerv'd it with wonderful Magnificence, 
Among their other Iivertiſements, they 
were preſented with a Play, wherein Two 
Rival Princes, by an. Ingenious Emulation; 
ſtrove to out-vy each other in regaling a 
Princeſs , equally belov'd by took The 
Repreſentation was very fair, and full of 
Majeſty. On the Right-hand of the The- 
atre appear'd Apollo in the: Air, returnin 
to his Heaven, after he had' chas'd an 
routed all the: Cyc/ops, with the Serpent 
Python. On the: Left was ſeen the fame 
God on the Top of Parnaſſus, in the mid'ſt 
of the Nine Asſes, ſcattering Flowers on 
the Arts and Sciences which were at the 
Foot of the Mountain, Then a Vell being 
drawn a-fide, diſcover'd a Sea, furprizingly 
natural and fine : Inthe rmdft of which, 
the Gods of many- famous Rivers appear'd 
ſeated on Rocks , with Tritons, and Cupids 
rang'd on each fide, upon the Backs of Dol- 
phins, Then from above, amidft the Clouds, 
King «#olrs appear'd, laying: his ſtraight 
Commands upon the 7inas, that they im+ 
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting 
only Zephyr, who, for his ft and gentle 
Breezes, was permitted to be preſent at this 
Feaſt, After which, came TT riding 
in his Cock/e-Chariot , drawn by Four S$ea- 
Horſes , attended by- a Train of Gods that 
dwell within the Deep. 
Immediately the Scenes chang'd into a. 
Champain, repreſenting. the Deliczous Fields 
of. 
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of Tempe ; where a moſt excellent and agree- 
able Comedy was acted, to the Satisfaction 
of all the Court. I leave the Daxces, [- 
terlades, and other Novelties: to thy Imagj- 
nation ; aſſuring. thee, that all was Aſtoni- 
ſhing and Magnifick. 

But not to entertain thee longer with 
theſe empty Trifles, I ſhall now acquaint 
thee with ſomething of Importance 3 which 
is a Peace concluded between this . King, 
and the: State of Algiers, On the 2d, of 
the 3d. 2409, the Count de Gaiche brought 
the Articles of the Treaty to the King, from 
the Hands of the Marquis de /4arte!, Lieu- 
tenant-General of the French Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, 

If thou wouldſt know {the Particulars 
of this Agreement, read the enclos'd Paper : 
As for Matter of Fact, all the French Slaves 
at Algiers, were immediately releasd upon 
the Signing. and Sealing} the Treaty, and 
delivered up to the French Commander ; 
with ſome French Veſſels alſo'which they had 
ſeizd, And 1ſo diſhonourable are their Ca- 
pitulations , That at. the ſame Time they 
have yielded up a Ship of theirs, which the 
French had taken from them, for ever quit- 
ting all Claim to it. | 

In the Beginning of 2Lay, the King tools 
his Journey to Flazaders, to vilit his New 
Conqueſts there, This put his Enemies in- 
to a great Conſternation, fearing that he had 
ſome Deſign upon them. They began 


to. be upon their Guard , and prepare for a 
ſudden 


— ww aa Gui 


LIMI 


Vol.VIT. a $pyatPARTIS. 207; 


ſudden Surprize. But the King perceiving 
their Alarm by his Spies ; ſent them Aflu- 
rance, on his Royal Word, That he would 
do them no Violence at this Time. 

However, he ſoon after ſent the Mareſcha! 
ae Crequi into Lorrain, with a force conſi- 
derable enough to reduce that Prince to 
Reaſon , who had not kept his Paro/e with 
him in ſeveral Inftances. The Effe& 'of 
this Expedition, was the Reducing Pont-4- 
Mouſſon, Efpinal, Chaſie, Longwy, and all 
the Principality of LZorrain, to the French 
King's Obedience: So that the poor Duke 
is forcd to ſeek his Refuge in Foreign 
Courts. 

Noble Aga, this Duke is not to be Pitied, 
being very Ungrateful, and a perfect Mad- 
man. He owes his Liberty and Life to the 
King of France, yet could not forbear Plot- 
ting againſt him. Now he is deſervedly 
Chaſtisd for his Folly. So may all thoſe 
{uffer , who abuſe their BenefaCtors. Bur, 
upon the Benign and Good, may the Fa- 
vours of Heaven ret till the Splitting of all 
Things, 


Paris, 13th, of the gth, fon, 
of the Tear, 1570. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


To Iſfouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant 
at Altracan. 


| Receiv'd thy Letter, and perus'd it' with 
much Complacency, finding thy Senti- 
ments very agreeable to Reaſon. Yet give 
me leave ro warn thee of an Exceſs which 
thou art running into. For I have had 
Experience of its 11] Conſequence. 

- Thy Loſſes have made thee Melancholy, 
and the Fraudulent Dealing of thy Corre- 
ſpondents, Faftors, and ſuppoied Friends; 
has taught thee to declaim againſt Friend- 
ſhip, Men, and Buſineſs : And not only ſo, 
but it ſcems thou haſt taken a Reſolutien to 
abandon all Worldly Afﬀairs, Vleaſures, and 
Engagements whatſoever, and turn Faquir, 
Eremnit, or Dervich at leaſt : For, thou art 
diſguſted at Humane Society, and weary of 
all Things but So/ituae, 

I mnſt confeſs, 1/orf, theſe are very Ge- 
acrous Thoughts, andPious:Reſolves;: - Bur, 
they are not eaſily pat in PraGtice. They 
are Undertakings, fit only for perfect Saints, 
Men of unblemiſh'd Lives, and free from 
all Sorts of Vice ; Perſons who have a Stouk 
of Temperance, Chaſtity, Prudence, Juſtice, 
Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the 
ether Vertues, a Fund .of. Magnanimity , 
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which can never be exhauſted by any Temp- 
tations, Difficulties, or Perils, that uſually 
aſſault and environ ſuch as enter into ſo au- 
ſtere a Courſe of Life. 

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelen- 
ting, rigid Cold of Winter in the Deſart , 
where there are- no Chimneys, Hearths, or 
Stoves, nor any other Method of keeping 
Fire to warm thee by? Canſt thou ſuſtain 
the raging Blaſts of Boreas at that Seaſon, 
or the killing Tempeits of 1Vorth-Eaftern 
Winds, which blow from far, and fill the 
Air, the Earth, and Sea, with baneful Mikts, 
Froſts, Ice, Snow, Sleet, and other chilling 
Aleteoxs, out of their Eternal Magazines, 
within the Arr:ick Circle, which 024d calls 
the Frigid Zone? 

There are many other Extremities to 
which a Man's expos'd in- fuch a Solitary 
State, Nor wilt thou be leſs liable to Incon- 
veniences and Hardſhips, if thou ſhould'(t 
ramble as a Faquir, up and down the Worlds. 
Much leſs could thou endure the fad Re- 
ſtraints, and Mortifications of a Convert, 
Thou'dit hardly live out thy Nowitiate with 
Patience. It goes againſt the Grain of Na- 
ture to obey another's Will, in every trifling 
Matter that he commands. Thou muſt not 
Eat or Drink, but thy S»perionr will ſet the 
Place, the Time, and Manner of thy Diet ; 
which will be irkſome to thy Free-born Soul. 
And then thou muſt forſake thy Amorous 
Pleaſures ; for ever Forſwearing alſo, the very 
Thoughts of Money, or of being — 
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tell thee, thou muſt reſolve to become 2 


Religious Drone, fit for nothing but to mum. 


ble o'er thy Beads, or turn the Superſtitions 
Round, till thou art Giddy, or Dance an 
Hour together to the Muſick of a Thouſand 
Hue's and Het 's,hoartly croak'd out in Frantich 
Tones, by thee, and all thy Brethren Deru- 
ches, till ye are fick, and foam at Mouth: 
Then your Devotions are thought Meritorious, 
Canſt thou. digeſt theſe facred Fooleries ? 
Or grant this to be a Rational Service of the 
Divinity, as ſome will plead; who fy, We 
ought to employ each Member, and all our 
Faculties, in Praifing him that made 'em; 
yet canſt thou brook a Confinement all 
thy Days, to this Religions State ? 

I tell thee 7xf,I have been often tempted 
in this Manner, to forſake the Sz/ran's Ser- 
vice, with all other Engagements of the 
World, and throw my ſelf into a Convent, 
or ſpend the Reſidue of my Days in ſome 
obſcure and folitary Corner of a Deſart : 
Yet, I found at length, that this was no- 
thing but Deluſion, and the ſubtle Sophiſtry 
of that Malicious Demon, who envies Man 
his Happineſs. 'Tis he that whiſpers Ar- 
guments of Diſcontent and Murmuring into 
our Souls, watching his Opportunities when 
any Thing gives us exquiſite Pain or Griet , 
to drive us to Deſpair, 

So have I ſometimes Iabour'd under an 
Intolerable Anguiſh of Mind, beſides the 
fretting Maladies of- Fleſh , and Blood, 
with outward Crofles.in my Fortune, n hen 
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have I wiſh d my ſelf in ſome dark Cavern 


| of the Earth, or on the ſolitary Top of 


Teneriff, where I ſhould converſe with none 
but Spirits and Demons dwelling above 
the Clouds. Or elſe I coveted the Melancholy 
Retirements of the . Lybkian Defſart, which 
affords no other Society than that of Ly- 
— Tygers, Dragons, and other Beaſts of 
rey. 

When theſe Wiſhes have. appear'd too 
Extravagant and Wild, I then retrench'd 


Manner ot Life, equally promiſing Comfort, 
yet leſs threatning and Dangerous. - 
my ſelf up wholly to Prayer and Faſting 
for a while, thinking to hold out thus for 
ever, So ſenſible a Pleaſure attends theſe 
Exerciſes, T hat at certain Moments a Man's 
all Rapture, Ecſtaſy, and I know not what. 


World, A Sacred Pride inveſts his Soul. He 
ſeems all Majeſty within ;. an inſeparable 
Companion of the Immortals, and: the Dar» 
ling Friend of God, Whereas all this reſults 
but from the Ventilation of his Blood, by 
Vocal Oraiſons ; and is no more than a meer 
Natural Operation , whereby his Lungs 
are artificially breath'd, and gently forc'd to 
Diſembogue their over-heated Airs, their 
thick caliginous Vapours , which fill the 
Heart and all the reſt of the Vitals with 
Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Suſpicion, 
Grief, and other doletul Paſſions. 


A But, 
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my Thoughts, and pitch'd upon ſome other: 


He is apt to think himſelf in ſome New . 
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But, mark a Zealot, when his Prayer 
* are over, his Faſt is done, and all kis Ferven 
Pions Diſcipline is accompliſh'd ; how like 
a Hypocrite he looks and acts : How formal 
is his Carriage, or at leaſt, how wvaiz and 
light? He eicher heaves out fulſom Hypo- 
condriack Sighs, with Supercilions Looks, 
and Chaps, ſet like the Furrows of a ſowr- 
facd Haag: ; or elſe he's tickl'd into a loud 
ungovernable Laughter, and all his Carriage 
is r1aiculous and wanton, Either his Hunger, 
Thirſt, and Faintnefs, the uſual Effe& of 
fuch Exceflive Devotion, makes him Peeviſh, 
Cholerick, and Unmertified ; or elle he is as 
Aviſh as a Cat, | 
Humane Nature cannot abide long in the 
fame Humour, and thoſe that ſeein to b: 
always Even Temper'd People, like the Caſ- 
fianu Sea, without Ebb, or Flow, are only 
Counterfeits, and Politicians, There is an 
Art to conceal ones Paſſions, but there 1s 
none that can annihilate them, We change 
from one Aﬀection, Appetite, and Dehire to 
another. Our Inclinations circulate with 
our Blood. They are transform'd each 
Minute, Hour, and Day ; they vary like 
the Wind and Weather.. Therefore never 
think of taking an Eternal Pleaſure, or 
Diſtaſte, in any. Thing here Below, Prayer 
is gocd inits Turn, I mean, the Vocal Aſpi- 
rations. So are Faſtine, Abſtinence, and 
other Religious Severities. Burt if all Men 
fhou'd be perpetually at theſe Exerciles, 
God in a little Time, wou'd have but few 
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Adorerson Earth. The Ground muſt be left 
Untill'd; the Fields would quickly bring forth 
Crops of Briars and Weeds, inſtead of Corn, 
The Gardens then muſt rurn to Wilderneſles. 
There would be then no need of Millers, 


\ Bakers, and the other Trades, whoſe Lively- 


hood depends upon the Husbandman. And 
ſo for want of _ Suſtenance, Mankind 
muſt quickly periſh, 

I do not argue againſt thoſe who ſeem 
to be Conſtellated to a Solitary Life; or by 
ſome ſpecial Grace of Ged, are ſtrengthned 
to __ the conſtant Hardſhips of an 
Hermitage :.Such as the 1]luſtrious and Great 
Mohbamwed, of Mount Uriel in Arabia, 
who is Qur Holy Prophet's Tenant and Suc- 
ceflor, in- the Cave of Wonders, Such allo 
is /ich Rend Hu, the Celebrated Bramin of 
Cachemire in India, who lives on the Top of 
an High Mountain, 1s a Hundred and Twen- 
ty Three Years old, foretells Things to come, 
refolves all Doubts, gives Infallible Counſel, 
heals divers Diſeaſes, works ſome Miracles ; 
and in fine, fays and does all Things by a 
Spirit worthy of Admiration, | 

The Mountain whereon this| Phile/opher, 
or Prophet dwells, ſeems to be the/ Lanamark 
between Summer and inter. Fot one fide of 
It is always cover d with Snow,the other with 
Blofloms, Flowers, Herbage, and Fruits. 'I his 
over-looking a ſpacious Valley, which they 
call the Paradiſe of the Ez/7 ; T hat aftording 
a Profpe6t little more agrecable or fair, _ 
WhaT 
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what the Poets ſpeak of the Riphaa 


Ich Rena Hy, has his Habitation in 4 
Cave or Grot , which paſles through the 
Rock, as Virgil's does near Naples in 1tah, Þ | 
which thou haſt ſeen, E. 

In this Aſterions Station, he appears like | f 
«Eolas, Lord of the Weather : For, 'tis cer- | | 
tain, he commands the Winds to blow or | 4 
ceaſe, at the leaſt word, within the Verge | 
of his accuſtom'd Walks. If any Perſon 
dare prophane the Silence of the Place, with | 
Words , or other ruder Noiſe, they are im- | 
mediately ſurpriz'd with dreadfui Storms of 
Thunder , Lightning, Wind, and Rain; 
fuch as ſeem to threaten the Diſſolution of 
all Things: Which makes all Men in thoſe 
Parts, hold {ch Rend Hu in great Venera- 
tion, He 1s the only Oracle of the [nates, 
They reſort to him | An the Neighbourin 
Provinces, and Kingdoms, in all their Di 
ficultiess The Grandees of Perſia, Tiber, 
and Cathay, ſend to him Honourable Pre- 
ſents, de{iring his Counſel in Matters of 
Peace, and War. Nay they make devout 
Pilgrimages to him trom the Kingdoms of 
Tuiguin, and China, He is the Apollo of 
the Eaft. 

Tout, it would be fome Encouragement 
for Thee and Me, to embrace a Solitary 
Life, if we might ever hope to attain ſuch 
wonderfui Pertections. But, as We have 
hitherto l:ivd 1a the World, and R__ 

ur 
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Our Selyes with the Common Vices of 
Mortals, We connot preſume to . merit 
2 | theſe extraordinary Favours : Our Old 
he Þ Habits are rooted in Us, and 1f We have 
þ, | Time and Strength to plant New ones 
'F in their Stead, yet they will not grow up 
2 | to Maturity, but with many Years : For, 
-. | believe Me, Coufin, no Body becomes. a 
» | Devil, or a Saint all at once. 


1 Paris, 6th. of the 11th, 240, 
| of the.Tear,. 167 0, 
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LATIER VI 
To the Chiaux Baſha. 


T appears, That the King of Frarce' 

Fortuneimnot only procures him conſtant 
Victories and Triumphs in Emrope, but 
ſuch a Renown and Character in fl 
Countries, as ſtimulates the moſt Remote 


Princes , and Puiſſant Monarchs of the | 
Earth, to court his Alliance and Friend- | 


ſhip. 
Here 1s at this preſent, an Embaſlador 
come from the Coaſts of Gz1zea, in Africk, 
being ſent by the King of Araer, one of 
the Greateſt Sovereigns in thoſe Parts, poſ- 
ſelling an Abſolute and Uncontroulable 


Authority over his Subjects, as the Grand 


S1gntor does over the Faithful O/mmans, But, 
we will not compare the narrow Limits of 
his Dominion, with the vaſt and unboun- 
ded Extent of the 4»ſſulnan Emprre, the 
Inheritance of our Sublime $S»/ran, the Lord 
of the Globe at large. Suffice ir, that this 
Black Prince is a Wiſe Man, deſcended of 
a Race of Sages; and, thar Policy of State 
Is as natural to him, as common Craft or 
Cunning to the meaneſt of the Vulgar. He 
knows how to make War or Peace abroad, 
and to keep his Subjects in Awe at Home, 


Surely, 
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Surely, there is a Force and Charm in the 
Derivative Blood of Heroick and Wiſe An- 
ceſtors, which ſecretly inſpires their Off- 
ſpring with Maxims, and Principles, agree- 
able to the Inclinations, Aims, and Purpoſes 
of the Family from whence they deſcend. 
And where 'tts experienc'd otherwiſe, it 
may be ſuppos'd That change of Climates, 
unhappy Marriages, or ſome over-ruling 
Misfortunes in the World, have caus'd the 
Degeneracy. For ſo ſoine Noble Vegetables 
of Aſia, and other Quarters of the Earth, 
lying near the Sun, will not proſper, if once 
tranſplanted into the Cold and Barren Soils 
of Northern Europe, Thus Poverty,Diſgrace, 
and other abject Circumitances, chill the 
Greateſt Spirits, and ſpoil their Growth, 
Yet there 1s an Inborn Excellency in ſome 
Natures, which with Evenneſs ſupports the 
Stroaks of Fortune, and puſhes through all 
Difficulties to attain its End, 

So this great African King, informing 
himſelf, not only by French Veſlels Trading 
in his Ports, but alſo by other Ships of Chrr- 
ſtendom, of the Grandeur of the French 
King, his Wealth and Puiflance by Sea 
ani Land, with the vaſt Intereſt and Traf- 
fick he has in both the rates ; thought ic 
high time to ſeek his Friendſhip, whoſe 
Enmity would, in all Probability, be very 
Fatal to him : For he had heard of his Con- 
queſts far and wide. 'Tis no matter, whe- 
ther by Valour, or good Conduct, we make 
our Selves Happy, One is as laudable as the 

L other , 
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other, in theunequal War we are engag'din, 
with Fate, Providence, and Chance ; with 
Angels, Men, and Devils ; with Heaven, 
Earth, and Hell, 

I ſpeak this in reference to the Celebrated 
Prowelſs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength 
of this Negro King ; who need not yield to 
the King of Benin, his next Neighbour, and 
the moſt Potent of all the South-Weſ[tern 
Maritime Princes of Africk, nor to any of 
his other Neighbours beſides; yet could not 
think himſelf ſafe, or be at reſt, till he had 
ſent this Embaſſy to the King of Fraxce, 
oftering his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, and 
whatſoever was within his Jurifdiction, to this 


. Great Monarch. 


The Addreſs which his Embaſlador made 
to the Frexch King, deſerves Remark. For, 
after the uſual Obeyſances at the Foot of 
the Throne, he went up Three Steps, and 
then proſtrating himſelf Three times on 
Nis Face and Belly ; he clapp'd his Hands 
:n token of Reverence, and put his Fingers 
on his Eyes, to ſhew, that he was not able to 
b-hold the Luſtre of ſo much Majeſty, This 
is the French Interpretation of his Carriage: 
Bur I tell thee, *twas rather deſign d' as a 
Precedent to the French Embaſſadors, it any 
thould . be ſent to Gaizea, where 'tis the 


' Cuſtom of the Country for all Foreygs 


Miniſters, to obſerve the ſame Ceremontes 
to the King of Arder, and other Princes his 
Neighbours, 
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Theſe Exropeans, becauſe they firlt found 
out the Art of Navigation; or at leaſt, firlt 
improv'd 1t to the Diſcovery of many Re- 
mote Countries, value themſelves too high ; 
imagining , That all the Nations, formerly 
Unknown, are Fools, and know not them - 
ſelves, and their own Strength. They 
thought , 'twas impoſſible to hind in Africh 
or America, Empires, Kingdoms, and Com- 
monwealths, as ſtrong and well Govern'd, 
as thoſe in the Heritage of Japhet : Bur, 
tis a damn 'd Miſtake, For, the moſt High 
2s Imparrial, in the Diſtribution of his Gitrs 
and Favours. Thoſe deſpicable B/acks, whom 
all the Princes, and Nobles of Exrope and 
Aſra, buy as Slaves, being born of the Yal- 
gar, are, nevertheleſs, come out ot gegions, 
where Power, Riches, and VViidm, are 
25 much in their Zenith, as in thele Weſter; 
Countries, 

They are all Qutwardly Fleſh and Blood, 
as we are, notwithſtanding the Contrariety 
of our Colours. And as for their Sonls, 
they are cven juſt as Capable of Knowledge 
and Ignorance, Reaſon and Folly, Vice and 
Vertue, FPiety and Prophaneſs, Supertiliczon 
and Athziſm, as we are, wiv precend to 
be Lords of the V Vorld, and all T hips. 

May Thou and I, practiſe Moderation, 
and not contemn any of Humre Rare, 
though they be the Caphirs of ALfrmbique, 
But let us always rememocr the old 774/74 
Proverb, That 'tis not good or ſafe, to potiit 328 
| L 2 Aechery 
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Mhockery behiad the Grand Signior's Pack, 
. Adieu, 


Paris, 3d. of the 12th. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1670. 
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LETTER VII. 


To Mohammed, the 111uſtrions Soli- 
tary of Mount Uriel,:iz Arabia. 


HE Grand Root of the Common In- 

uſtice which Men are guilty of, in re- 
Fererice to the. Beaſts, and of the Intempe- 
rance with which they corrupt themſelves, 
I perceive , is a falſe Principle which they 
have eſtabliſh'd, denying the Capacity and 
Uſe of Reaſon to all Living Creatures but 
-$hemſelves, 

This Error was firſt publickly maintain'd 
by:the Peripateticks, Stoicks, and Epicareans j 
and afterwards by Claradius of Naples, out 

-of a particular Averfion they had for the 
Doctrines of P3thagoras and Empedocles, Two 
-famous Patrons of Abſtinence. 

Heraclides Ponticus undertook to explain 
-the Sentiments of the _ former Sets; and 
-Hlermachas thoſe of the.Latter. But, both 
.&f them ſeem to'confide more. in the little 
Tricks and Arts of Sophiſtry, than to uſe 
efrue Reafon. For at the firſt Eflay of their 
*Skall, they ſtrive to caſt a Miſt in the Raw 

yes 
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Eyes, by dividing the Generations of Living: 
Creatures,into ſuch as are endu'dwith the Fa- 
culty of Keaſon,and ſuch as want 1t. Whereas, 
thou knoweſt, it is an indubitable Maxim in - 
the Eaftern Philoſophy, That every Thing 
which partakes of Senſe, has allo Reaſon, 
For, 'tis the Mind alone, which ſees, bears,*c. 
the Body of it ſelf being deaf, blind, and: 
void of all Senſe. It 1s evident therefore, 
that ſince the Beaſts do ſee, hear, and per- 
form all other ACtions of Senſe, they have: 
alſo what the Greeks call y3s or the Mind 
in them, which 1s the very Seminary, or 
Native Seat of Reaſon. 

'Tis true, indeed, we cannot affirm, That 
they poſſeſs a Reaſon lo perfett as ours, fince 
that Perfection 1s acquir d by. Diſcipline, 
which -the Generality . of the- Brutes want. 
They have no Colleges or Schools, where 
the Arts and Sciences are profeſs'd, and 
taught by Rules. Nature 1s their only 
School-Miſtreſs, and they learn her Inſtru- 
tions with abundance of Promptnefs, and 
Sagacity, They are educated in the oper 
Elements, as in an Academy, or Uniyerfity 
founded by the Creator-of all Things; where 
every Thing they : encounter , ſerves as a 
Book to teach them all the Knowledge 
which is neceſſary to their Well-being on 
Earth. And they need no more. 

'Tis manifeſt alſo, That ſome Species, and 
Individuals, are more capable of Learning 
what is taught 'em, than others ; even as 
we diſcern the ſame Difference among. the 
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various Nations, Families, and Perſons of 
Men. But we do not uſe to ſay of Inani- 
mate Things, That this piece of Wood is 
more apt to Learn than another, as a Dog 1s 
more TraCtable and Docile than a Hog : 
Nor.of Immoveable Things, That this is 
flower than that: Nor of Things which 
want Senſe, That a Stone 1s duller of Ap- 
prehenſion than a piece of Iron. So could 
we not properly affirm of Animals, That 
one 1s more Crafty and Sagacious than ano- 
ther ; more provident, chaſte, temperate, 
cleanly, and the like Epithets ; if they were 
n0t by Nature, capable of Knowledge and 
Vertue. And yet we daily ſee all this true, 
in comparing one Species of Living Creatures 
with another ; nay, and one [1dividaal of 
the ſame Kind, with ſome of its Fel- 
lows. 

When Avtipater accus'd Aﬀes, and Hogs 
of Naſtineſs, he did not conſider how accu- 
rately Nice and Curious the .Lynxes and 
Cats are, which, with ſo much Diligence and 
Care, hide their Excrements, that they can 
never beſeen, or ſmelt again. So the Swal- 
lows teach their Young to mute over the 
Brims of the Neſt. All which are Argu- 
ments of their Prudence and Diſcretion, 
Doubtleſs, every Animal has its peculiar 
Gift, and Exccllency, One 1s more quick- 
ſighted than another ; This has better 
Ears than That; a Third ſurpal-s in the 
goodneſs of his Smell, or the ſwiftneſs of 
his Feet, Let not vain Man therefore Boaſf, 
anc 
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and Inſult, as if he were the ſole Engroſier 
of all Wiſdom and Vertue ; ſince the Beaſts 
of the Field, rhe Birds of rhe Air, the Fiſh 
of the Sea, with all the Generations of Rep- 
tiles, Inſects, and whatſoever is endu'd with 
Life and Sence, poſſeſs their Shares as well 
as he. 

It is manifeſt alſo, That there are various 
Principles of Folly, Injultice, and all Man- 
ner of Ignorance, Error, and Vice, in tiu- 
mane Nature, equal to what we can poſtivly 
find in the reſt of Animals, whom we to 
much delmiſe, And 'tis a Q::cition, Whe- 
ther even the very Sea-Horile, wizo murders 
his Father, and for that Reaſon, was by the 
Ancient Egyptians, made the Hreroylyphick of 
Impiety ; may not juſtly exchange his Cha- 
ratter with Sozze of Humane Race, was 
male their Parents the continual ZZirtyrs to 
their Ambition , Pride, Envy , Arvarice , 
and other Vices. 

I would fain knpw, Whether any Man 
would not take it ill, to be told, he is Blind 
and Deaf, becauſe he cannot ſee and hear fo 
quick as ſome of the Beaſts 2 Or, that he 
35 a Cripple, becauſe he cannot our-run a 
Hart ? Certainly, a ſtrong Man deſerves that 
Character, tho' he cannot pretend to match 
the Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. 
And ſhall we then ſay, That the Beaſts have 
no Reaſon, or Yertue, becauſe they cannot 
__ thoſe Qualities ſo Artificially as 

en 2 


L.4 Beſides, 


224 Letters Writ by Vol. VII. 


Beſides, Do not all Privations ſuppoſe 
ſome Habits? And is not Madneſs a Priva- 
tion of. the Habits of Reaſon and Prudence? 
IF therefore Dogs, Bulls, Foxes, and other 
Animals are known to be ſometimes Mad, 
Shall we think it leſs ft to fay of them, That 
they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than 
to affirm the ſame of Men? And if Comps, 
or, Nom Compos Mentis are proper Exprel- 
fions of any Beaſt, when it is Sober , 
or Mad ; Who, that is not depriv'd of Rea- 
fon himſelf, can deny, that they have the 
_—_— of that Facz!ty by Nature, as well 
as ne ? 

As oft asSI trouble thee with Letters on 
this Subject, thou may ſt conclude, I am 
newly awaken'd to a Senſe of my Error, in 
not Religiouſly cbferving the Sacred In/titu- 
tion of Abſtinence; Whiciy ought ro be the 
Natural Conſequence of theſe Thoughts : 
For, in a word, if it be lawful to kill the 
Animals for the ſake of Food, I think we 
may as well rurn Canmbals, and eat the 
Fleſh of our purchasd Slaves, or of our 
Captive Enemies, over whom we have, by 
the Law of Nations, an equal Right as 
to their Life and Death, as over our 
Beaſts, 

Abitemious Sage, I leave thee to the Di- 
vine inſpirations of the Genizs, which pot- 
ſeſles that Hely Cave : I leave thee to the 
ſacred Whiſpers of Winds from Eaer, and 


to the Sweets of an innocent Solitude , 
which 
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which admits no other Society than that.of 


Angels, or Beaſts, 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d, ſoon, 
of the Tear 1671, 


LET TER Ik 


To Zcidi Alamanzi, a Merchant 
- at Venice. 


Receiv'd thy Diſpatch , which informs 
me, That rhou- art commanded. to re- 
move from Yenice, with all ſpeed poflible, 
and to vilit Naples, Genoza, Reme, Padua, 
Milan, Florence, with the other Chief Cities 
of [:aly : In fine, that thou art not to make 
a long Reſidence, or take up thy Abode any 
where ; but after the Manner of a Traveller, 
to be al;vays in a moving Poſture from Flace 
to Place, from one Province and Principa- 
lity to another ; that thou may it take a juſt 
Eftimate of the Strength and Riches of 
each State, through which thou ſhalt paſs : 
That thou may it dive into their Counlels, 
obſerve their Motions, watch their Deſigns, 
and tranſmit thy Remarks to the A£niſters 
of the Argnſt Divan, the Ayſterions Cabi- 
act of the Earth's Great Sovereign, 


L5 There 


Y 
{ 
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There may be leſs of Profit in ſuch a 
Peregrination, for the Preſent, than in thy 
conſtant Reiidence at Fexice, where thou 
art eſtabliſh'd in a ſettled way of erchan- 
dice, But, thou wilt find abundance more 
Pleaſure : And if thou acquitteſt thy 
f?lt Succeſsfully, the Grand Signior will re- 
ward thy Merit. Beſides, thou may it meet 
wita a Thouſand Opportunities of Trat- 
fick, even in thy Travels. An Active and 
Diligent Spirit, cannot fail of Means to ad- 
vance 1ts own Intereſt in any Part of the 
World; and thou doſt not want a Stock of 
Money to ſupport thy - honeſt LUnderta- 
kings. 

Thou wilt mect with a New Sort of 74- 
T:ans, where-ever thou ſhalt ſet thy Foot : 
That People being firangely mix'd, and 
deſcending from . ſeveral Nations. Every 
City has a different Genizs ; which is ſo Re- 
markable and Conſpicuous, that they have 
all got peculiar Epithets : As, Rome the 
Holy, Naples the Gentile, Florence the Fair, 
Bolonia the Fat, Milan the Large, Ferrara 
' the Civil, Bergamo the Subrle, Genoa the 
Proud, Padua the Strong, Siena the Studions, 
Aantua the Glerions, Lucca the Inanſtrions, 
Ravenna the Mild, Capua the Amorons , 
TOrbin the Loyal, Verona the Worthy, - Breſcia 
the Fortified, Faurls the Wanton, Rimini the 
Good; and ſo of the Reſt, 

Beware of contraGting Friendſhip with 
any /tahan: And if thou doſt engage, be 
cautious how thou giveſt a ju gn 

JU 


| 
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Thou can'ſt not be too tender in this Point : 
For, as the /a/:ans are very Conſtant where 
they have once pitchd thew AﬀeCtion, ſo 
they are Inexorable in their Revenge, where 
they apprehend their Love abus'd ; and the 
are the moſt Jealous People in the World, 
If thou haſt made Two falſe Steps, never 
ſeek to repair thy Fault by After-Submiſ- 
fions, but Fly ; for thou haſt wounded his 
Soul, and he will never Pardon thee, or let 
thee live to be Guilty of another Afront. 
They have a Common Maxim in this Caſe, 
© He that Wrongs me Twice, 'tis his Fault ; 
* but if I let him Injure me the ThirdTume, 
* the Blame's my own. 

The wiſeſt Courſe is to be Civil and Mo- 
deltly refervyd; not to be too frank and 
open in Diſcourſe, or looſe m Carriage. For 
this lays a Man naked, and expoſes him to 
the Contempt and Cenſure of ſuch as are 
more compos d and recollected : And this is 
the peculiar Character of the alians, *That 
© they think more than they ſpeak, and are 
* many times diſguſted at the Perſon on 
* whom they. Smile. 

When thou art on the Roads in Ap#l:4 
and Campania, when thou beholdeſt- the 
Beauties of that Luxuriant Soyl, and thy 
Smell is raviſh'd with the Fragrant Odors of 
the Hedges, and adjoining Groves; think on 
Elyzinm , Paradiſe, or whatſoever Place 
Nature has made Delightful ; and fay, It 
muſt be in this Cexntry, or in ſome Region 
voy me | , 

9 
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As thou ſojourneſt at Naples, remember 
with what Pleaſure YVi7gi/ paſs'd away his 
Time there. *Twas in that happy Air, that 
Horace penn'd his Admirable Poems. There 
Livy wrote the Roman Hiſtory, and Seneca 
his A4orals, From thence we have the Yorks 
of Statins, Clauaian, Lanrentins Valla, and 
many other Learned Writers. 

Forget not, when thou art at Gencaa, the 
former Glory of that Commonwealth ; how 
once ſhe did poſleſs Sardinia, Cyprus, Lesbos, 
Chios, and dig extend her Conqueſts-to Pera, 
near Conſtantinople : How . ſhe entred the 
Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genpneſe at 
Caffa, and itretchd her Dominion. to the 
River Tanais, 

Thou wilt 5nd Matter of Contemplation 
in Piſa, Milan, Padua, and all the Cities 
of Jtaly, But when . thou art at Rowe, 
*twould be a kind of Sacrilege not to cajt 
back thy Eyes, and view her Ancient Glory, 
when ſhe .was the Miſtreſs of the World : 
When ſhe had Three Millions of Men with- 
in her Walls, and a Hundred and fifty Mil- 
lions.of Gold in Yearly Revenue : When ſhe 
kept in Conſtant Pay, at Home and Abroad, 
Sixhundred,Fiveand forty thouſand Men. Her 
Forexgn Conqueſts may -be number'd by her 
Domeſtick Triumphs ; which from Romulas, 
her Founder,: to. Augnſ/tzs Ceſar, were no 
leſs than Three "9 -} Tulins Cafar aug- 
mented the Pablick Treaſury, with Forty 
Millions of Go/d, In the Reign of Arreli- 
Ans this City was Fifty Miles in Compal, 

an 
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| 2ndthe Number of her Inhabitants, encreas'd 
to Four Millions: And they were prodi- 
ojoully entich'd with the Spoils of their Ene- 
mies. Seneca when he died, left Seven Mil- 
lions, and Five hundred thouſand Crowns 
behind him. Claxains Iſrdorns, tho' much 
exiauſted by the Ciil Wars, yet left Four 
thouſand One hundred and ſeventeen Slaves, 
Three thouſand and ſixty Yoak of Oxen ; 
and of other Cattel, Two hundred and fifty 
ſeven thouſand, There were commonly kept 
in Rome, Five hundred Gladiators, a Thou- 
fnd Bears, and a Hundred Lyons. There 
were always Five hundred Men employ'd in 
looking after the Aqguedatts,andBathes of Rome. 

VVhen Cyneas, the Embaſſador of Pyrrhgs 
had view: the City round, and was ask'd 
what he thought of Kome; He anfiwer'd, 7 
think all Rome 1s but One Temple ;, ( for there 
were above Four hundred in the City) Her 
Senate is an Aſſembly of Kings ;, She is the 
Beauty of the whole Earth : The Flower of 
Mark nd awell within her Walls. 

Zeidi, this was the State, this the Grandeur 
and -Magnificence of Pagan Rome. But fince 
the Incurſions of the Gaths and YVanaals, the 
Lombaras, Huns, and other Barbarons Nations 
of the Nerth, Rome's Glory is Eclips d,her Ho- 
nour laid i'th' Duſt. V Vhereas before, ſhe 
lifted up her ſtately Creſt on Seven High 
Hills, now: ſhe is fain to ſtoop, being hum- 
bly ſeated in the Plain of Campus Martins, 
being not by a Fifth Part fo large as former- 
I, nor yet ſo populous, | 
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All over 14!» :hou'le meet with Reliques 
of the Ancizut Roman Majeſty and Greatneks, 
And in fome laces, thou may {t encounter 
Perſons of great ExtraStion, but very Poor, 
who may not unfrly be call d the Ruines of 
Ancient Nobility : Such as the Marquiſtes of 
Ceovt, rhe Earls of Piacenza,and the Knights 
of Bologna, wh? are become the Proverb of 
Iluftrious Poverty. Such alſo are the Connts 
of Lnſieniant, Three of whom were once 
ſeen upon a Fig-Tree, cating the Figs to 
keep 'em from Starving. And many I1tahan 
Lords get their Livelyhoods by felling of 
Ptiſans, Limonages, Eſſences, Powaers, and 
other Refreſhments, to the Gentry. Yet they 
are Proud, and when any one Addrefles to 
them, he muſt entitle them, 12/? Excellent, 
Moſt Iilnſtiions, or elſe they ll Frown and 
be Aﬀronted. 

Zeiai, If ever it be thy Fortune to be 
made a LZord, I pray Heaven give thee an 
Eſtate anſwerable to the Title: For a Lord 
without Riches, 1s like a Soldier without 
Arms, very Ridiculous. 


Paris, the 15th. of the qth, 200 
of the Tear 167 1. ; 


LETTER 


Lo P 
"* Py Y l Ma” 
: Saad - ONS 


. 
« 
- 
C 
" 
yy 
% 
MY 
> 
'” 


LIM 


FT 06 NR”. OE OE.” 


Vol. VII. a Saf PARIS 231 


LETTER X: 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


His Day, ſomething has happen'd to 
me very Prodigious, and I know not 


- what to make of it. About the Hour of 


Quinainamaſe, I was ſuddenly taken with 
ſtrange Fits of Vomiting : My Stomach was 
in a Prodigal, or rather a Philoſophical Hu- 
mour ; reſolving to caſt off all Superfluities, 
and only retain what was neceflary to its 
Eaſe and VVelfare in this Life. I labour'd 
under a Thouſand Horrid Agonies, which 
made me fear, that either an 19poſthame was 
the Cauſe of ſuch violent Convnlſions ; or 


. at leaſt, that they would end in opening the 


inward Sluces of my Blood, by . too much 
forcing of the Pettoral Veins. 

V Vhilſt I were bufied thus with ſad Pre- 
ages of a ſudden Death, (for I dread 
to be ſo unawares thruſt out oth” V Vorld) 
I long'd and pafſhonately. languiſh'd for an 
Arabian Oranee, 

It happend at the ſame Time, my Mo- 
ther Oncoumiche, Daria and Eltachim the 
Few, were with me in my Chamber, and 
had been there an Hour. They all ſtood 
at the VVindow to ſee a Proceſſzox that was 
going by. But when they heard the ftrain- 


ng Noite I made, immediately they ran to 


my 
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my Bed-fide, as Human Nature, Curioſity, 
or Paſſion, uſes to ptompt in ſuch like Caſes, 

With a faint broken Voice I told 'em what 
I wiſh'd for Elachim forthwith gives Or- 
der to his Boy that waited in an A-ti-Cham- 
ber, to run with ſpeed, and buy the beſt 4-4- 
bian Oranges he cou'd find, 

The arch Young Lad was gone full Thir- 
teen Minutes by my Watch, and then re- 
turn'd with Halt a Dozen Oranges of Spain, 
( for he could get no other.) But Heaven, 
as I have Reaſon to think, ſupply'd his Neg- 
ligence, and unſucceſsful Afercatine, For 
long before he came with that /owre crabbed 
Fruit, Daria ſpy d an Orange of : 4-abi4 on 
the Table. 

No body knew from whence 1t came, or 
what kind Hand had laid it tizre. They 
were all equal Witnefles, That there was 
no ſuch Thing upon the Table, when they 
came to theBed-fide,nur a confiderable Time 
afterward ; And when 1t was fuzgeſted, that 
ſome one of t''s Company hat privately 
convey d it thither, whillt the reft were look- 
ing another way ; Elachim with folemn 
Vows and- Imprecations clear d hiinſelf ; fo 
did Daria, and my Motiier. As for my 
felt, they all were ſenſible, it ws impoſſible 
for me to do it, asI lay i; my F:4, A Gee 
neral Aſtoniſhment polſtkcis'd us ail; and the 
Women would needs have it to be a A7iras 
cle, wwhilit I greedily eat rthe-Delicions Fruit, 
not troubling my Thoughts with making 
endlels Scrmrinies, or fo much as caring which 

Way 


}, 
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way it came there, 1o long as I had the En- 
joyment of 1t. 

Yet I ceas'd 'to. be-thus Indifferent, when 
I perceiv d'my MMalady on a ſudden remov'd 
by eating of this wonarons Orayge, And 
whereas I had lain for Six whole Days and 
Nights in a continual faint and languiſhing 
Condition, not able to get down a Morſel of 
Bread, now my Spirits grew brisk and freſh 
I ſeem'd like one transform'd, or in another 
VVorld. My Stomach reviv'd, my almoſt 
diſſipated Vigor rally'd, andI roſe chearfully 
to cat a hearty Sypper. Theſe. Things, I 
mult confeſs, put me, as well as the reit of 
the Company, upon thinking. # 

I tell thee, upon the ſtricteſt Examina- 
tion poſſible, I am. very well ſatisfied, that 
there cou'd be no Defign, or Trick 1th 
Caſe : For if there were, no body would be 
guilty of ſo many repeated horrid Perjuries 
in denying it : But every one rather would 
have been forward to own themſelves the 
Inſtruments of thus happily and unexpected- * 
ly reſcuing a poor ſick Man, from the very 
Jaws of. Death : For I was juſt then ready to 
CXpire, 

VVhether there be Magick in the ſtrength 
of a Man's Fancy at ſuch Times ; and that 
through the Intenſe Agitation of his exal- 
ted Spirits, he moves the Sol of the ni- 
verſe by Sympathy to exert ſome of its hid- 
den and uncommon Faculties, and gratifie 
his neceflary Deſires : Or whether there be 
an Order of Officions Beings Inviſible about 
U3y. 
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us, who have the Charge of 1ortals com- 
mitted tothem, and are bound by the Laws 
of their conceal d Kingdoms, to affilt us-in 
Extremities, even to ths Height of a ſeem- 
ing Mracle, wazre it cannot be done with- 
out, I know not, But 'tis certain, any ob- 
ſerving Man may take notice of ſome extra- 
rdinary Paſlages in the Courſe of his Lite, 
of which he can give no Rational Account, 
but muſt be forc'd to put 'em on the Score 
of Preternatural Cauſes, Such is our 
J2norance of the Secret Operations of -N+ 
tare. 

All the Company were ready to Ii{t me 
among the Pr-»4-rs ; or in the Catalogue of 
Saints, tor tins ſtupendous Occurrence. But 
I had other Thoughts of my Sz1t: For com- 
paring tius with ſome former Occurrences 
of my Lite, I preſently concluded, 'twas the 

\ Fore-runner of ſome grand, but ſhort Aﬀt- 
Etion : And ſo I told them All. 

I believe, my Dexct, that God will hedge 

me in with diverſ: Kinds of Adverſe Circum- 

; frances : He'll ruſh upon me on a- ſuddain, 
like a Troop of Tartar, Horſe, who ſwiftly 
ſpread themſclves all round the aitcighted 
Country, and take Poſcflion of rhe Roads 
and Paſles, They hunt rhe Conſcious /f:- 
gels from Dens and Caves,' and other lur- 
king Places in the Yd; and 4 14tns, 
None can eſcape their Chaſtiſemenc 2:4 Re- 
venge : So my preſaging $2! foretells ſome 
ſad ſurprizing Inrodes from the Omnipe- 
$84}, 


'That, 


) 
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That which I have to do in this Caſe, 1s 
to make ſpeedy Expiations for my paſt Se- 
curity and Preſumption , to repair the ru- 
in'd Faſtnefles of Vertue, and build new 
Ones where they are wanting; to keep 
ſtrong Guards ; and laſtly, to retire my ſelf 
into a moſt profound Humility, and Com- 
plyance with the Will of God ; which is the 
ſtrongeſt Fortreſs, in time of a Divine 1n- 


wafton, 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th, Icon, 
of the Year 167 1, 


LETTER 


n 
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To Sephat Abercromil , Vanni Ef- 
fendi, Preacher zo the Sultan, 


HE Character and Fame of thy Exem- 
lary Life, and profound Doctrine, 
tho' ſtudioully conceald and ſuppreſs'd by 
thy ſelf, have yet made a forcible Eruption, 
and fll'd the 4aſſul/marn Kingdoms with the 
fragrant Odour of thy. Incoraparable Viety, 
and Vertue, Even theſe Remote and 1:fi- 
del Regions of the Weſt, are edify'd by thy 
ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a Spiritual 
Life. The Nazarene Prieſts and Dottors, 
begin to harbour Emulations of thy Santt:ty, 
fince they have ſeen no fairer Draught of 
trueAcceptable Religion, than what the Chap- 
[ains to the French Embaſſadors at the Port, 
. have copied from thy Principles, and re- 
commended to their Friends among the 
Clerg yof. France. Infomuch as Francis a- 
levella, a Blind Eccleſiaſtich , but an Areas 
in the Sciences, has publickly eſpousd thy 
Theorems and Practices ; having in Print, 
now lately, undertaken the Patronage of a 
Contemplative Life, ſo much inſiſted on by 
thee ; to which the Colkege of Sorbonne have 
allo given their Approbation, 


That 
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That Excellent Man, tho' he has !oſt the 


| Uſe of his Corporeal Eyes, yet has a Soul 


transform'd all over into Light, by w!::ch he 
clearly can ſurvey the vaſt Myiterious E{0r1- 
204. of the Invitible World , and penetrate 
the moſt reclufe and hidden Secrets of Eter- 
nity. The Age is 1aviſh'd with the Book he 
publiſh'd : He has Ten thouſand Proſelytes 
among the Koman Pri?fts and Derviches. 
_ but the Jeſuits and Dominicans oppoſe 
im. 

The former of theſe Orders 1s grown 
odious throughout Chriſtendom, for the Im- 
pious Dottrines they maintain, and the Enor- 
mous Crimes they have committed © being 
notorious Boutefcu's, Traytors, Hypocrites, 
and Secret Libertines, Their Colleges are 
eſteem'd," the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Faction, Publick Animoſities, Broils, and 
Wars, with all the !-*1{c}:i:f that 1s done in 
Enrope, TheLatter are nor lov'd in France, 
becauſe they are generally choſen Officers of 
the I:9nifiiiom: Which inhumane Jauaicatare, 
was firlt projected by St. Dominick, their 
Founder, 1n order to exterminate the doors 
from Spain. There is a Nati:cal and Irrecon- 
cilable Antipathy berween rhe French and 
Spaniards, They mutually abhorr each others 
Cuſtoms, Laws, and Humours : But, above 
all, the French can ne'er be reconcil d to that 
Infexnal Conrt , which tyrannizes oer the 
Souls of Men,and puniſhes themforT youghts, 
It s an equal Crime to ſpeak, or to be filent ; 


to pray, ornot; to go to Chxrch, or ſtay at 


Home, 
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Home, provided you areRich. 'Tis Wealth 
the Tquifiters aim at, not the pretended 
Safety and Deliverance of the Church from 
Enemies and Rebels, 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jeſuits he. 
ing look'd upon as Favourers and Patrons of 
the 5g” a , and for that Reaſon hated 
by the Frexch; in vain they argu'd againſt 
Aalevella's New reform'd Model of Interi- 


our Religion, which is but a Tranſlation of | 


the Original Dogmata, laid down by thee, 
Thy retin'd Sentiments are Prolihck, as the 
Solar Beams, which by Ineffable Encreaſes, 
propagate themſelves without diminiſhing 
rhe 1luſtrious Fountain, Each bright and 
fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, 
begets another ; they multiply by an Admi- 
rable Prozreffive Ifſue and Expanſion from 
every Point of the Refulgent Center, till 
every ſplendid Particle becomes a Ray of 
equal Length, and all together produce an 
entire Orb of Light. Thus thy ſerene [zea's 
of Religion, dilate themſelves. through this 
dark Side o'th' V Vorld, as faſt as they ilJu- 
minate the /Aſelman Hemiſphere, The 
Honeſter Sort of Wefern Franks, are already, 
by a Demi- Metamorphoſis, grown halt /fa- 
hametans, capitulating with their Pre-poſſeſ- 
fions, Prejudices, and rhe Force of Educa- 
tion, for the relt. 

They go to Charch, but not to babble 
oer a Thotifand vain T:tologies, which are 
taught *'*m by cheir Prie/#s, and to enſure 


their Memory, are printed in their Pocket- 
Manuals, 
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'Manvals, or Books of Prayer :: Nordo they 


number a long Series of the ſame repeated 
Oraiſons on Beads, or uſe any other Exte- 
riour Form of blind and lame Devorion : 
But with inward Recollection, Silence, Pu- 
rity, and fervent Appiication of the Spirit, 
they addreſs themlelves to Goa; or rather 
by a certain gradual Paitveneſs , Oblivion of 
Outward Things, and dying to themſelves, 
they prepare and fit their S9z/s for the Di- 


' vine Approaches : Thus having barricado'd 


up their Senſes, and made Retrenchments 
round the Center of the Mind, to fecure it 
from the laſt Invaſion, and Aflaulr of Mun- 
dane Objects; thither they retire, defiring 
Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint 
Cowardiſe, or timorous Apoitacy, and ſur- 
render to the V Vorld. 

Theſe People undergoe at certain Times, 
ſtrange Drynefles, Deſertions, and Sterilities 


. of Spirit, which are the Torments that com- 


poſe the moſt ſevere and painful Martyr- 
doms. A common Death, or any viol-nt Diſ- 
ſolution of the Body, is but the Recreation, 
Sport, or Play of Nature, when compar'd 
with theſe Tremendous, Trazical and Dark 
Annihilations of the $zz/, A Man at ſuch a 
Seaſon, ſeems to be reducd to an Eternal 


Caraſtrothe, Nis Spirit deſcends, and is en+ 


gulph'din the Abyſs of Hel! ; or Hel! comes 
up to him, and yawning with its horrid 
Dragons-Jaws, Murders the $:x/ with Bane- 
ful and Infernal Ereath. Yet this they find 
to be the only near direCtelt YVay to 

Heaven, 
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Heaven, This 1s the Myſtick Fence, the 
Ditch, Baſtion, and Counterſcarp of Par. 
diſe, He that would ſcale the VValls, or 
enter by the- Gates of Eden, muſt firſt pa 
through theſe terrible Out-works. This is 
the ſtrezght and narrow Bridge, o'er which 
each Soul muſt paſs that would attain Im- 
mortal. Lite. - Moſes, Feſus, AMahomet, and 
all the Meſſengers of God, have pointed at 
this, as the a. VVay to our ſupreme Feli- 
*city. Neither was 1t unknown to the Anci- 
ent-Poets and Philoſophers among the Gen- 
tiles. Orphens, and Heſroa, recommended 
" it mm their Myſterious Verſe, Empeabcler, 
Theophraftus, Plato , Plotinas , Porphyry, 
Famblichss, with many others, improv'd the 
Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights unto 
the Bleft Diſcovery: And if we take the 
Hiſtory in a right Sence, unleſs I am de- 
ceivd, Socrates died a Afarryr to this Im- 
portant Truth. Many of the Learned He- 
brew Rabbi's, have aſlerted it, The Perſian 
and Arabian Dottors, before and ſince the 
Holy Flight, have been its Advocates: And 
let not Envy refuſe to give fome of the 
Chriſtian Prieſts theirdue Acknowledgment, 
who preach'd this Doctrine in the Primitive 
Aſſemblies, taught it in the Publick Schools, 
and enſur'd it to Poſterity in Learned Manu- 
ſcripts. Such were Origen, and Ammonius, 
Clemens of Alexandria, Simplicius, Chry 
foſtom, Tertullian. Auguſtine; and in more 
modern Times, Thomas of Aquin, Marſr 
lits Ficinns, Bonadventars, with many mn F 
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And 'tis efteem'd the Height of 1d:an Re- 
ligion to this Day ; the Bram:zs delivering 
it as an Hereditary Article of Faith, and 
Point of Practice, from Immemorable Ages: 
Since therefore all Religions in the World 
agree in this, - notwithſtanding their other 
Ceremonial and Speculative Ditterences ; 
Doubtleſs it 1s the Voice and Will of Goa, 
not the Contrivance or Innovation of Man. 

Reverend Effenas, It isa common Proverb 
among the Chriſtians, That whereſoever God 
has a Temple, the Devil has a Chappel. That 
cunning Spirit, likea Serpent, winds himſelf 
into outward Forms and Ceremonies of De- 
votion, But he that builds a 4L/qze in the 
Center of his Soul, may bid Dehance to 
Tagot : For that's the Throne of Goa, near 
which the Demon cannot approach. 

May thou and I, live always Skreen'd 
behind our Selves; for in that Dark Recet: 
from Vihble Things, the Eternal loves to 
manifelt his otherwiſe Inviftvle Light. Adicu. 


Paris, the 17th, of the 6th, Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1670. 
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LEI TER XI. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician fo the 
Grand Signior, 


Fter all my Sceptici/ms, I at this Hour 
| believe, there's Something of us re- 
' mains Immortal, .and | mn". when our 
groſſer Bodies are difloly'd. Call it what you 
will, an Aſtral Body, a Ghoſt, a Spirit, or 
any Thing elſe, I'm ſenſible ſome Part of 
,us will zever die.: What fignifies the vain 
Diſpute of Words, the dark Reſolves of 
Plato's Cave? Let it be Subſtance or Acci- 
, dent, /datter or Form, or a Reſult of all; 
There's {till a certain Portion of our Nature, 
_ againſt which the Stroak of Death, and of 
Ten Hundred Thouſand Deaths, can ner 
prevail, We may be c#ang'd indeed, and 


maſquerade i up and down, perhaps, through 


T:fiaite Worlds , in ſo many difterent Diſgui- 
ſes : But we can -never be annihilated, or 
made 7Vorhing, We cannot be excluded 
from the Eternal Liſt of Atomes. The 
Loſs or Abſence of the leaſt Particle from 
the Vniverſe, would either cauſe the Lou- 
.deſt never-ending Thunders and Lightning, 
.or an Everlaſting Silence , Sullenneſs and 
Darkneſs. This mighty Aggregate, and 
:Stupendous Heap of Beings, would fall to 
Rune, if there were th2 Icaft Yacunrm, a 

the 
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the ſmalleſt A£re miſſing. Steal but the 
moſt [rdiviſible Atoms from the relt, and down 
comes 41! the Fabrick: For one ſupports ano- 
ther by an [nſeparable Adheſion, Reciprocal 
Congruity, and Mathematical Fitnels. They 
are 1o cunningly hitch'd and knit together, 
ſo cloſely faften'd and indented each with 
other, by the Or:ginal Art, or Chance which 
form'd the World, that all the Motions 
of this Grand Machine would at an inſtant 
ſtop, in ſuch a Caſe; as does a Watch, 
when the leaſt Tooth is miſſing from any 
one of the contiguous Wheels. Every 
Thing in Nature, 1s full and pregnant. Net- 
ther can there be any other Emptineſs, ſave 
what we think we ſee in Bottles, or other 
Hollow Veſſels ; which when they are v9:4 
of Water, Wine, or other Liquors, 1t is but 
to be cramm'd brim-full of Air, which E!e- 
ment infinuates and crowds it ſelf into each 
Diminutive Crany, Chink, and Pore of 
groſſer Subſtances: So if the Airy Aromes 
have any Hollowneſſes in 'em, the {imalleſt Va- 
cancy poſſible is {till ſupply'd with its full 
Meaſure of the purer «her, and that again, 
with ſome Matter more refin'd, if any ſuch 
there be, or elſe it drinks full Draughts of 
Immaterial Eſſences : and by ſuch a Sub-ora:- 
nate Gradation, Humane Sls, though in 
themſelves, perhaps, pure Izcorporeal Spirits, 
are yet faſten'd and cemented to our Bodies, 
Thus is one Being ſucceſſively, and Eternally, 
either a Syringe, or a Sponge to another, 
The Elements FR ore another by Turns; 
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en Univerſal Epicuriſ/ſm and Drunkenneſ 
Rejgns. 

So the Hot Stomach of the Earth, parch'd 
. with Inward Mineral Fires, greedily guzzles 
down the very falt unpalatable Lees of the 
Sea, rather than be adry : With a Thouſand 
Thouſand gaping Throats, it gulps the 
Beverage which. Neptune's Deep and Mighty 
Cellar runs withal. It pants, and ſucks 
eternally, the thick ropy Settlements of 
the Ocean's Bottom. Theſe are dittill'd again 
in- hidden Limbecks, * Cylinders, and other 
Chymical Veſſels below, that ſo the gaping 
Channels on theSperficies, may be conſtant] 
ſupply'd, with more reftin'd Liquor, throu k 
-the Springs and Fountains: And yet the 
Globe not having quench'd its Thirſt with 
this perpetual Draught, continually ſups up 
\tiie Rain, a Liguor more-ſublime and pure 
than all the reſt. But this is only on cer- 
tain Holz-days of Fate, when the Celeſtial 
Powers, the Planets, Stars, and Conſtella- 
trons, order a Danalma tor the Vegetable Race 
Below, to refreſh the Herbs, the Corn, and 
Trees, with Banquets from the Cloxds, T hen 
the B12-belly'd Tuns above are rowl'd out of 
their hidden Store-houſes, and broachd ; 
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the Conorits of the Vpper Region. ſpor.tanl 
ran witi plentiful Showers and Cataratts of 
vatures Seminal Juice, the Radical All« 
chearing Nefttar of Heaven, The greed 

S6il 1mbibes the facred ftrong Caſcage; each 
joyful Turf 1s frolickſome, and ſwallows 
.Gorvn Targe Bumpers of the Elon mag 
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Wine. Whilſt the leaſt dry and crumbling 
Lymp of the late fainting Glebe, has Drops 
and Supernaculam's enough to revel on ; till. 
party-colour'd 1rzs, the 4ajor-Domo mn theſe 
Yearly Feſtivals, perceiving the tender'Seeds 
and Roots are well nigh tuddI'd with what 
at Second Hand they have exhauſted from 
the over-laden Ground , makes her Appea- 
rance in the Cloxds, inviting all the Gueſts to. 
a fplendid Collation of warm ZPeams and 
Rays, with which the Sz» 15 minded to re- 
als them, 

_ A grateful, ſoft and chearful Noiſe was 
heard throughout the Room before, The 
Earth and Air were in a merry Humour. 
Well pleas'd with the Debauch, they would 
have fat till Morning at it, being. loth to 
leave their Liquor behind 'em, or change it 

"for dry Meat. But at the fight of 1rzs, eve- 
one chang'd Countenance ; an univerſal 

Marmiaur ran throughout the Hall; they 
were ſorry thus to be baulk'd. 1th' midſt of 
all their Mirth. Till courtly Zephyrs come 

. with: their ſoft Compliments, and tell 'em, 
It is neceflary for their Eaſe and Health - - 
Then are the Tuns, and Bottles remov'd, 
with all the drunken Tackle. The Table 
ſoon is ſpread, and cover'd with a Rich 

rſe of glittering Chargers, ſent from 
Phobas. 

"Thar Spongin Planet only lives by Bante- 
719g and Wheeales, The Iituſtrious Figure 
he makes i'th* World, is always borrow'd. 
He never wore a Faſhionable Dreſs in's Life, 
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but what he took up by Tally from the Firſt 
Source of Lights : For which he's bound to 
pay ſo vaſt an Intereſt, that he would neceſ- 
farily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair 
his broken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon 
the Earth, Thus haſt he mocks this S$»b- 
lanary World, with his pretended Treats, 
he makes it pay for all, with coſtly Exha- 
lations, He Le the Elements, picks 
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Trea- 
ſuries of the Sea: Nor can he forbear fil- 
ching ſomething from the Air ; and when 
he has ſtollen enough, he {links away 1th' 
Dark. and flies to th' other fide of the Globe; 
there to commence New Shams and Cheats 
upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the 
Stars are full as bad as he: For like a 
Brave Highway-man, that Luminary fre- 
quents the Publick Road of Heaven by Day; 
he robs in open fight of all the World, and 
leaves a generous Hiaticum, where-ever he 
borrows any Thing, But the Sar-s, thoſe 
little Bullies of the Sky, are perfect Night- 
Pads, Shop-lifts, and Sharpers ; they skulk 
about i'th' Dark, through all the private 
” Alleys of the Firmament, and commit a 
Thouſand Murders, Rapes, and other Vio- 
lences. Some of their Aſpefts are as veno- 
mous as the Fatal Eyes of Baſilssks; th 

carry divers Kinds of Mortal Poyſons in their 
Looks, which they diſperſe at Random 1n 
this lower #orld, They ſtrew the Earth with 
Hemlocks, Aconites, and other baneful Weeds. 


They allo ſcatter up and down, the more 
conta- 
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contagious Seeds of Envy, Avarice, and @- 
Thouſand black Infernal Vices, which take 
Root in Humane Soxls, at our Nativities ; 
and growing up with us , in time bring forth 
the fatal Fruits of Death, The ugly Race 
of Dragons, Serpents, Crocoailes, and all the 
Reptile Generations, with every Thing that's 
Hideous, Cruel, and Deſtructive on the 
Globe, derive their Natures, Qualities, Forms, 
and Diſpoſitions from ſome Malignant Stars 
or Conſtellations, if Aſtrologers ſay true. $0 
do the Scaly Monſters of the Vaſt Abyſs ; 
and every Bird of Horrible Fignre fiying in 
the Air, They're all the Brood, the Emiſ- 
ſaries, Spies, andAgents of the Powers Above, 
ſent down on Thieviſh Errands, to prey on 
other Animals, more innocent than -theme 
ſelves. | 

There is an Eternal Chace in Natare, 
whilſt every thing is either on the Hunt or 
Flight. Thus Heaven purloins from Earth, 
and that from Heaven again, When we ars 
frſt conceiy'd, our wandring Soxls are catch'd, 
as in a well-baited Trap. And when we 
dye, 'tis but the S$u!s Eſcape from One 
Snare to be ſoon trapann'd into Another, 
Perhaps a Humane Body may be our Priſon 
again, or we may be attracted by ſome more 
agreeable Embryo, This IMagnetick Star may 
draw us up to Heaven, or the wide Jaws of 
all-devouring Orcas, may ſwallow us down 
into the Hwngry Paunch of Hell ; which God 
avert, 
M 4 Learned 
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Learned Haſ:, Iet not thou and T, be too 
ſollicitous about theſe Things : For all our 
Timorous Forecaſts are in vain. But, con- 
fidering the ſecret fagnerti/ſms difſpers'd 
throughont the Univerſe, and that every 
Thing attraGts 1ts Like, -let us take care to 
qualify our ſelves with Ce/eff;al Habits and 
Diſpoſitions ; and then we' cannot fail 
of being drawn up to Paradiſe. 


Paris, 2d. of the gth. Afoon, 
of the Tear 1671, 
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To the Mufti. 


N Obedience to thy Commands, I ſhall 

now proceed in relating the moſt Memo- 
rable Tranſaftions of Former Apes, during 
the Four Great AMonarchies, oblerving thy 
Inſtructions not to be prolix, or over-curious 
n tracing down the particular Szcceſ/tons of 
Kings and Princes ; but rather to relate the 
Aftions of Famons Men, the Wiſe Sayings of 
the Axcients, with ſuch other Remarks, 
Sang be at once Delightful and Inſtru- 

ve. | 
'Twill be no Breach of this Rule, to be- 
gn where I left off in my Foriner Letter, 
with the Death of Darizs, and Succeſſion of 
Xerxes his Younger Son, there being ſome- 
thing of Nicety in the Plea between him and 
his Elder Brother Artabazanes for the 
Crown : For this laid Claim to 1t on the Ac- 
count of his Primegenttare : But'in regard 
he was born before Darizs was made K:ng, 
the. Scceſſion was determined in fayour of 
Xer4es, who had a. Double Advantage, in 
being begot by a Crowned Xe, and born 
of Arcſh, the Daughter of Cras, who firlt 
Eftabliſhed this Monarchy, 

As ſoon as Xerxes was ſetled in the Throxe, 
he tead an Army into Eeypt, and ſupprefled 
the Inſurrections in that Countrey, Then 

Ms he 
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he fitted. out a Fleet of 4200 Ships, on 
Board of which were above Five hundred 
thouſand Men. He had a Land Army alſo, 
conſiſting of Two Millions, and Five hun- 
dred thouſand Soldiers of ſeveral Nations, 
With this vaſt Multitude he march'd againſt 
the Grecians ; and to facilitate the Voyage of 
his Fleet, he cauſed one Part of his Army 
to «| a Paſlage through Mount Athes, 
whereby the Sea was let in, and the Ships 
might fail Two a-breſt;. whilſt another Part 
of the Soldiers, were employ 'd in building 
a Bridge of Boats over the He/leſpont, No 
ſooner was this done, but there aroſe a ve- 
hement Tempeſt ; which fo diſcompos'd thoſe 
Narrow Seas, that between the Winds and 
Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge, 
were all diſpers'd, broken, and caſt away. 

This fo incensd Xerxes, that he comman- 
ded the Sea to be ſcourg'd with Whips, and 
a Chain to be thrown. into it, as-a Mark of 
its tuture Subjection. He alſo Beheaded 
thoſe who built the Bridge, and cauſed others 
to make a new One. 

Here one. of ' Xerxes's Eanuchs, and a 
Particular Favourite of the- King, ſent for a 
Gracian of the Iſle of Chios, who had for- 
merly depriv'd him of the Evidences of his 

*47ri/ty, And the Old Man coming with his 
Sons to wait on this great Conrtier, the Ex- 
auch caus d him firſt to Caſtrare his own Sons, 
and afterwards forced them to do the ſame 
by cheir Father, in revenge of his own Loſs, 
and Diſgrace, | 
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From hence Xer.xes marching with ' his 
Army by the Place where once ſtood the 
Famous Town of Troy, went in Pilerimage 
to the Tomb of King Priamus, where he fa- 
criiccd Ten Hecatombs of Oxen, to the 
Ghoſts of the Ancient Heroes, and to the 
Divizity of the River Scamanader, which his 
Soldiers drank dry, and yet half of them 
had not quenched their Thirſt. | 

Aﬀter this, he came to the He!leſport, 
where taking a Survey of all his Land and 
Sea-Forces , which cover'd the Helleſpont, 
and all the Neighbouring Shores ; and Con- 
templating the Shortneſs of Man's Life, and 
that of ſo Innumerable a Mulritude, not 
one ſhould be alive at an Hundred Years 
End, he Wept bitterly. 

Then having ſacrific'd to the Sn, for the 
go0d Succels of his Expedition, he caus'd 
all his Army -to paſs over the Helleſpont b 
his Bridge of Boats ; after which they dran 
their Way through another River , which 
had notWater enough to fatisfie half his Men 
and Cattle : For his Army encreas'd all the 
Way, by the. Acceſſion of: Soldiers out of 
every Nation through which he paſs'd. Yet 
Leonidas, King of Sparta, with a ſmall Bo- 
dy of 4000 Lacedemoxians, gave Battle to 
the whole Army of NXerxes. And in a Sea- 
Fighr at Salamis, the Perfians loſt 500 Ships, 
with a conſiderable Part of their Army; 
which, with other Diſaſters of Sickneſs, Fa- 
mane, &«, 1o. terrified this. Great Mn 

rat 
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that he poſted back again, as faſt as he conld, 
by the Way of the He/leſpont, which he croſ- 
ſed in a poor Fiſher-Boat all alone, leaving 
Aardonias to purſue the Wars in Greece, 
But an 1ll Fate attended their Arms ; for at 
Platea, the Gracians Tet upon them under 
Parſanas their General,and routed the whole 
Army, Killing above Two hundred thouſand 
of them upon the Spot, and Burning their 
Camp, and Navy. 

Xerxes hearing theſe 111 Tydings, fled to- 
wards his own Country, and by the Way 
{et Fire to the Temples of the Gods at Baby- 
fon, and other Parts of Afa, ſparing none 
but that Magnificent Fave at Epheſus, 
which was Renowned throughout the whole 
World. 

About this Time dyed Pagapates, the 
faithful Exnach of Darins, who had pafled 
Seven whole Years orrning at the Tomb of 
his aſter, 

I muſt not omit the Treachery of Paxſa- 
#ias, the Lacedemonian General, who held 
a Private Correſpondence with Xerxes. And 
having been Twice accuſed of Treaſon, and 
as ofren acquitted, was the Third time dif 
covered by a Boy whom he kept as his Mt- 
nion; and, by the Sentence of the Ephort, 
was {tarved to Death. 

Thou haſt forbidden me to augment the 
Bulk of theſe Hiſtorical Letters, with Gloſ- 
fes, or Remarks of my own, or elfe it were 
a proper Occalion to put thy Holneſt _ 

INQ, 
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Mind; how great a Value ought to be ſet on 
a Faithful Man, and let Natore it ſelf plead 
my Excule for entrenching on thy Orders ; 
whilſt I vindicate my ſelf from the Calum- 
nies of the Envious, and beg of thee to reſt 
aſſured, That no Man on Earth can be truer 
to his Truſt, than the Arabian Slave ah- 
mut, 

But to return to Xer.xes, He was Unfaith- 
fully dealt with by the Captain of his Gard ; 
who, by the Afﬀiſtance of Spamitres the 
King's Chamberlain, and Seven other Con- 
fpirators, kill'd him in his Bed with his EI- 
deft Son Darins, and crowned Artaxerxes 
in his ſtead, 

To him fled Themiſtocles the Athenian, 
who was ſuſpected a Partner in the Treaſon 
of Pauſanias, The King received him into 
his Favour, and made him Governoxr of a 
Province, adding the Gift of Five Great Ci- 
ties, to furniſh him with Money for the Ex- 
pences '-of his Table and Wardrobe. And 
this the King did; not as a Reward or En- 
couragement of Treaſon, ( from' which he 
knew Themiſtocles was free, being falily ac- 
cuſed by the Athenians) bur he heaped thoſe 
Honours on him, as a Debt to the Merits of 
that once Illuſtrious Enemy, now become a 
Friend, and ſeeing ſhelter in the Per/fia# 
Kingdom, from the Barbarous Ingratitude of 
his own Country-men; who, for all his 
Eminent Services to Greece, could think of 


Do better Acknowledgment, than to oy 
| cath 
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death as a Traytor, the Braveſt and Wiſeft 
Captain of that Age. 

Not long after this,the Per /zaxs loſt2o0 Ships 
in a Sea-Fight with the Gracians, and were. 
routed at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the 
GrecianGeneral,zwhoafter the Naval Victory, 
= his Men aboard the Perſian Veſlels which 

e had taken,andapparelling them in theGar- 
ments. of the Perſian Captives, landed them 
near the Enemies Camp in Pamphylia ; who 

taking them for Friends, ſuffer d them to 
enter their Trenches without Jealouſie, and 
ſo were all {laughtered , except a few who 
eſcaped by the ſwiftneſs of their Horſes, 

About that Time, Pericles was made 
Prince of Athens, of whom I made men- 
tion in my former Letters. And Themiſtacles 
being made General of the Perſian Army, 
and ſent a” the Grecians ; rather than 
_ againſt his Country, or betray the Cauſe 
of his New aſter, became a Voluntary 
Vittim to his own Integrity and Honour : 
For, ſacrificing a Bll in his March, he drank 
off a Bowl of the Blood, and fell down 
Dead at the Foot of the Alrar. 

Fhe next War the Perſians were engagd 
in, was with Egypt; where, in a Battel. 
near enphis, thicy loſt a Hundred thou- 
fand Men. . But ſending freſh Recruits, they 
dryed up the River Nile, where the Athen- 
au Fleer, Confederate with the Egyptrans, 
lay at Anci:or. Which ſo amazed the Egp- 
rians, that they made their Peace with _ F 
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And the Athenians ſet their own: Ships on . 
Fire, in Number 200, and returned Home 
with Difgrace,, when they had been Six. 
Years in Egypt. Aﬀter this, a Peate was con- 
cluded between the Per/ians and thoſe of 
Greece. And in the Firſt Year of the 84h, 
O0hmpiaa, which ſoon followed, there was 
an Vniverſal Peace throughout the 7rd, 
which continued till the Firft Year of the 
$7th, Olympiad, at what time began the 
Peloponneſian War. 

In the qth. Year-of the 88th. Ohmpiad, 
Artaxerxes dyed, and his Son Xerxes was 
Inveſted with the Crown. Burt at a Years . 
End, being overcome with Wine, and fal- 
ling aſleep in a Place where no G#ard was - 
kept, his Brother Secandianus, with the 
Help of an Exn«ch, murdered him, and took. 
the Government on himſelf. He alſo, was - 
ſoon after diſpatched by his. Brother Da- 
FIHS, 

I over-run whole Olympiads, without men- 
tioning any. Thing, ſave the Tranſattions 
which made molt Noiſe in thofe Times. But 
I am unwilling to ſlip the Reign of any Ke, 
tho” I ſpeak but Two Words of it, that fa 
thou mayelt have a perfect 1dea of their . 
Succeſſion, 

During the whole Series of Dariars's -. 
Reign, Hiſtory mentions nothing Remarka- 
ble, but is taken up in relating the little 
Quarrels, and Reconciliations .of- ſeveral 


Provinces 


256 Letters Writ by Vol. VIE 


Provinces in Greece, ſome Private Treaties 
between the Perſian Governonrs of Leſſer 
Afia and thoſe of Peleponneſus,-and the Over- 
tures of Peace 'between the Lacedemonians 
and Perſians, the End of the Peloponneſian 
War, with ſuch other Paſſages, as would be 
too tedious for a Letter. 

I will only rehearſe a Memorable Sayin 
of Darias, on his Death-Bed, to his Elde 
Son Artaxerxes, who was to ſucceed him in 
the Throne, The Prince being at{ured by the 
Rojal Phyſicians, "That his Father's End drew 
near, thus addreſſed Darias : ©* My Father, 
© fince it is the Will of the Gods to take 
« you from Earth into their own Bleſſed 
& Society, and that you have been pleaſed, 
© with the Conſent of the Nobles, to de- 
* clare me your Succeſſor in the Kingdom; 
tell me, [ beſeech you, by what Methods 
& of Policy you have Govern'd this Empire 
& theſe Nineteen Years, that ſo I may fol- 
* low your Example. *To whom the King 
Replyd; © My Son, -be aſſured , Thar 
« if my Reren has been blefled with greater 


& Swcceſs and Peace'than thoſe of my Pre- 


& deteſſors, tis becauſe 'in all Things I have 
* Honoured the Immortal Gods, and done 
« Juſtice to every Man.” 


As foon as Artaxerxes was poſſeſſed of 


the Crown, he ſent for his Brother Cyr; 
and - put him'm Manacles of Gold ; with 
Deſign ro make him privately away ; but at 
the: Interceilion of his Mother, he res 
11 
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him again, and reſtor'd him to his Govern- 
ment of Lyaia, 

About this time, Plato the Philoſopher be- 
ing very Young, gave an early Specimen of 
a ripe Wit, in Comforting Aztimachas the 
Poet, who loſt the Garland in a Conteſt with 
Niceratus , at the. Lyſanarian Feaſt, For 
when he beheld the Poet extremely vex'd at 
the Ignorance and Partiality of LZyſanaer, 
who knew not how to diſtinguiſh between 
his lofry Meaſures, and the flat Rhimes of 
his Antagoniſt, Plato bid hjn be of good 
Courage : For, ſaid he, his Jenorance no more 
2x7 ro thy Knowledge, than a Blind Man's 
miſtaking thee for another, would deprive thee 
of thy Sight. | 

When Cyras was returned to his Govern- 
ment, he plotted to depoſe his Brother : And 
to win Ly/ander to his Party, he preſented 
him with a Ship built all of Gold and Ivory. 
Alcibiades, the Famous Athenian Captain 
perceiving this, deſigned td give Artaxerxes 
notice of his Brother's Tresſon but by the 
Way he was murdered himſelf by ſome Sol- 
diers hired for that Purpoſe by Ly/anaer, 
who yet durſt not ſet upon him in the Day- 
time, when he was armed in his own De- 
fence, but in the Night ſet his Houſe on ' 
Fire ; and as he was eſcaping through the 
Flames and Smoak, they lying in Ambuſh, 
ſhot him dead with Arrows. | 

Howeyer, Artaxerxes quickly became ſen- 
hible of his Brothers Deſigns ; and raiſing 

an 
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an Army of Nine hundred thouſand Mey, 
gave him EFattel not far from Babylon, I 
the Fight he was wounded by Cyrzs; but 
after a hot Diſpute, Cyr#s was killed, and 
Artaxer xes got the Victory. 

Pariſatis, the Mother of Cyras, to re- 
venge the Death of her Son, cauſed thoſe 
that wounded him, to be killed with lingring 
Torment : And inviting Qzeen Statyra, the 
Wife of Artaxerxes, to a Feaſt, ſhe divided 
' the Bird Rhindaces aſunder with a Knife 
poiſoned on one fide, and gave the Envenc- 
med Part to Statyra, eating the - other' her 
ſelf, Upon which, the 2xeer died in hor; 
ble Anguiſh and Torture. 

The famous Deeds of many Heroes, art 
alſo Recorded, during the 'Reign of this 4- 
taxerxes; as of fila King of the Spur- 
tans; Tphicrates, Pharnabazas, ' J aphenes, 
and Tizibazus, Perſians ; with Conn the 
Athenian, But fearing to entrench on thy 
Patience, I content my ſelf with only 
mentioning their Names, and ſo finiſh my 
Letter with the Concluſion of A-rtaxerxe: 
his Life, who died of Grief for the Death 
of his Son Arſames, whom Ochas his 
Brother had cauſed to be Murdered out of 
Envy and Jealoufie, becauſe his Father do- 
ted On him, 

If I have not anſwered thy Expectation 

in this Letter, blame not me, but the Hiſt 

7:14ans, from whom I have collected the 

Paſlages, or accuſe the Men of that Ag; 
[0 
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that they did not perform Greater Aftions 
However, in the next thou ſhalt hear of the 
Birth and Life of a Great Prophet, even 
Alexander, the Conqueror of all Aſia. In 
the mean time, I plunge my Self in the 
[dea's of the Duſt thou treadeſt on, and 
ſhrinking into an Abſtratt of Humility, I 
bid thee Adieu, 


Paris, 2d. of the gth, Moon, 
of the Tear 167 1 
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To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Cuſtoms, and Superinten- 
dant of the Arſenal at Conftanti- 


nople. 


by: not well, whether it is my Part 


— — A” > — = 
_ - - 
— _— ” 


to be ſorry or glad, when 1 hear thy 
f Son is Wild and Prodigal : That he 1s 
Amorous, and very much addicted to 
Frolic's with Women, Wine, and Advufick ; 
That he frequents the Bathes and Play-Hoxſes, 
on, purpoſe to make ſome Intereſt tor his _ | 
: that l 
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that he may ſometimes get a ſight of Beay. 
tiful Ladies, and have the Pleafure of bei 

admitted into their Company 3; That he 
haunts the Society of Foreign Merchants, the 


Houſes of Chriſtian Embaſſadors, and infi-- 


nuates himſelf into the Acquaintance and 
Familiarity of all Travellers, who make any 
Figure in the Imperial City. 

I proteſt, it ſeems difficult in my Opinion, 

to determine whether thou thy ſelt haſt Rex 
ſon to be griev'd at all this , or not rather to 
rejoice,as at a Prefage of his future good For. 
tune ; ſince it is a manifeſt Argument of 
the Greatneſs of his Soxl: And, let thatalone 
to work out its own Way to Happineſs, Ne- 
ver check a Generoxs Spirit : For ſuch are full 
of the Divinity, They are the Eagles, the 
Lyons, the Kings and Princes of the Earth, 
Their Veins flow with Sacred Blood; their 
Nerves ſtrut with the Milk of Paradiſe, 
A Thouſand Excellencies poſlets their Hearts, 
and Ten Thouſand Perfections take Root 
in their Brains. Whatever of Precjpus 1s 
ſcatter'd up and down in the E/ements\meets 
in their Accompliſh'd Nature, as in an Ep:- 
tome, or rich Compendium of the Brighteſt 
Eſſences ; an Extract of all that's Valuable, 
Good, and Lovely in the Varverſe, 

Be not diſcourag'd to ſee thy Son Amorous 
of omen, 'T1s a Sign of a good Nature; 
and he is lookt upon as a Monſter, or dege- 
nerate Perſon, who feels no Warmths or 
Paſſions for that lovely Sex. omen are ſent 


into the World on purpoſe to blow up thoſe 
gentle 
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entle Flames within our Breaſts,which ſub- 
Fnate our grofler Mold , and make us more 
refin'd, Love 1s a facced Phrenſie of the 


Soul, a Divine Madneſs, elevaring a Man up 


to the Pitch of a Santone, and rendring him 


[the Care of the Benigner Demons. He is 


wery where ſafe; having the Favour of 


Gods and en, as the Reman Poet expreſſes it : 


Qmiſqnis Amore tenetureat tutuſque ſacerque, 


And had it not been for thy own Expe- 
rience of this Noble Paſſion, thou hadſt not 
tad a Son to complain of. 

Perhaps it makes him expenſive and coſtly 
in his manner of living. He wou'd, no 
doubt, appear Gay and Polite in the Eyes of 
lis Miſtreſſes: He would be Generous and 

niticent in his Entertainments; Liberal 
to his Friends and Acquaintance ; Charitable 
to all Perſons in Diſtreſs. And canſt thou 
rally blame him for putting in Practice 
b many Amiable Vertues ? Is not this 
better than to ſee him of a ſneaking, ſordid 
Temper, addifted - to Avarice, and cther 
ſmeble Vices? Remember thy own Genrzs, 
when thou wert Young ; what a paſſionate 
Delight thou took'it in Travelling ? Yer, 
this cou'd not be maintain d without great 
Charges, Conſider therefore, that it is thy 


wn Blood, running in the Veins of thy 
SJ, which prompts him to a Noble Way cf 
living, and do not thou imitate thoſe Fa- 
thers, who by their Severity, teach their 
tuldren to degenerate, inſtead of wane 

em 


264 Letters Writ by Vol.v1t. | 


them better, or more reformd. They 
frighten them from the Paths of innate Ver. 
tue, for the Lucre of their Gold, and take 
Abundance of Pains to inſtruct them in 
the Methods of Covetouſneſs; as if that 
alone were the Zenithot Wiſdom and Vertue, 
whereas it 1s in Truth, the very $72k and S- 
minary of all Vice. | 

I will relate to thee a Story which I haye 
heard in Paris, which has ſomething in it 
very Singular and Remarkable, concerning 
the AﬀeGtion and Care of a Father toward 
" his Extravagant and  Proateal Soy. This old 
Gentleman had a fair Seat about Ten Leagues 
from this City, which had belong 'd to his 
Family tor the ſpace of Five Hundred Years, 
His Yearly Revenue was very conſiderable; 


and having only one $9, he gave him the | 


Liberty of managing Half his Eftate, when 
he came to the Age of One and Twengy 
Years. 

This young Spark being of a High Spirit, 
* was ſo far from harbouring any Thoughts of 
Frugality, that he cou'd hardly brook the 
Neceſlity of living within the Compatls of 
his Allowance. He addicted himſelf to G4 
ming, Drinking, and other lewd Courſes, 
which in a ſhort Time conſum'd his Means, 
and reduc'd him to great Streights, 

About the ſame Time his Father dved,and 
left him the Remainder of his Eftate, giving 
him all the Inſtructions -that are uſual in 
ſuch Caſes; and among the Reſt of his Sage 
Counſels, he charg'd him, If it ſhoud . 

is 
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his Misfortune to become a Barnkrapt again, 
ſo as to be forc'd to ſel] his Eſtate, that he 
wou'd at leaſt not part with that Houſe 
which had been ſo long in* the Poſſeſſion of 
their Family : Eſpecially he conjur'd him 
to reſerve one particular Chamber for him- 
ſelf as long as he liv'd, which was the ſame 
where he then lay a-dying. For this, faid he, 
will be a Santtuary for you, when you have no 
other Place of Refuge in the World, 

After the Old Man's Deceaſe, his Son fell to 
his former Courſe of Life ; and,to make ſhort 
of it, in a few Years ſpent all his Patrimony ; 
even that very Houſe it felt, which he was 
forc'd to ſell at laſt for an under-price, to 
ſupply his preſent Neceftities. However, he 
obey'd his Father's laſt Injunction ; and in 
the Sale of 'the Houſe, made A-/:icles tor the 
perpetual Claim and Uſe of that Chimber 
to himſelf, 

It was not long before he h2d conſum'd 
the Monev which he receiv d for the Houſe: 
$ that now his laſt Support was gone. He- 
try'd to borrow ſome of his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance: And in Charity they ſupply'd 
bim at firſt with ſmall Sums : But when he 
often preſs'd them , they grew weary of 
him, and deny'd to part with any more. 

The diſconſolate Gentleman, over-whelm'd 
with Grief and Melancholy, returns to lus 
Chamber, hoping to find ſome Late in that 
private Receſs ; where he might at leaſt 

N have 
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have the Privilege of venting his Sorrow in 
Sighs and Tears, 

He paſs'd away ſome time in this dejeCted 
Condition, when at length he cait his Eyes 
on an old 774%k which ſtood in a corner of 
the Chamber, and which he had ſcarce ever 
regarded before, An odd Curioſity promp- 
ted him to riſe and look into this Trunk, 
perhaps not ſo much in Hopes of finding any 
Relief there, as to divert himſelf and paſs 
away the tedious Minutes. Ard et "tis Na- 
tural for People in great Calamities and Mi: 
fortunes, "to flatter themſelves with the Imagt- 
nation of unexpetted Reliefs, and to catch at 
every the aft Glimpſe or Shadow, that ſeems 
zo preſage any Good, Be it how it will, he 
fell to rifling the 7744, but found nothing, 
fave a Parcel of Old Rags and Papers, with 
other Remnants and Fragments of Silk, 
Linnen, and Velvet, the Reliques and Spotls 
of his Father's Wardrobe, This was no 
Booty for him : However, he ceas'd not his 
Scrutiny, till he had quite empty d the 
Trunk. When to his no ſmall Aſtoniſh- 
ment he found theſe Words on the Eottom : 
Ah Prodigal ! haſt thou fpent All, and ſold thy 
Honſe *? Now go and hang thy ſelf. There is 
a Rope ready provided far thee in the Beam if | 
the Chamber. 

The Young Gentleman looking up to the 
Cieling, and ſeeing a Halter hang there, be- 
ing faſten'd to an Iron Ring, was {truck with 

ſuch a Damp, that concluding it was the 
Will of Fate, that he ſhould fan P 
ords 
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Words he found on the Bottom of the 
Trait; he immediately took a Chair, or 
Stool, and placing it juſt under the Rope, 
got up and rais'd himſelf upon it, that fo he 
might the better reach the dehgn'd Inftru- 
ment of his Death, 

He ſtood not long muling : For Life ap- 
pear d now Inſupportable to hum. Whcere- 
fore puttinz the Halter about his Neck, in 
the Height of Deſpair, he kick'd the Stool 
away, When behold, initead of hanging 
there, he fell to the Ground, the weighry 
Swing of his Body having pullI'd out a Fiece 
of ſquare Timber from the Beam , being 
that Part to which the Ring was falten'd. 
Immediatelyhe was like to be over-whelm d, 
and buryed alive in a great Heap of Gold, 
which came: ſhowring down upon him our 
of the Hollow Place, which his Father had 
contriv'd on Purpoſe in the Beam, to pur 
this Kind Sarcaſm on iis Son, now ſufficiently 
mortifhied by fo many Sorrows, 

In a word, this made fo deep an Impref1- 
on on him, that he grew reform'd, buying all 
his Eſtate back again with Part of the Mo- 
ney ; and employing the Reſt in Merchandi- 
ſing, grew to be a_ Richer Man than his 
Father, or any of his Prezeirors, 
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Dear Peſteli , thy Son is Generous and 
Witty : It is thy Part to reclaim him by 
Methods agreeable to his Nature. For Rug-. 
gedneſs and Auſterity, will make him but 
tne worle, 


Paris, 5th. of the 11th. Ifoon, 
,. of the Tear, 1671. 


_ 
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LETTER II 


To Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of 
the Law. 


Ere has happen'd an Accident of late, 
which teſtihes the Zeal of the French 

for their Religion, as well as it diſcovers the 
Raſh and Unwarrantable Fury of a Bigotted 
Deſperado, This Perſon was one of that 
ett they call Hygnenots, of whom there are 
ereat Multitudes mm France; and they are 
Diametrically Oppoſite to thoſe of the Ro- 
man Faith 1m their Principles, and the Man- 
41er of Worſhipping Gea; yet art tolerated 
by the State, to prevent the Inconveniencies 


of a Ciril War, and the Effufion of Humane 


Blood. The King chufing rather by Cle- 
mency to win them io his Party, than by a 


severe Execution- of - the Laws in Force 


againlt 
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againſt them, to compell their Conſciences 
in Matters relating to God. 

Yer many Men are of Opinion, That this 
Royal Condelſcention will not have its defir'd 
Effect, upon a Stubborn and Unerareful fort 
of People; who inſtead of being oblig'd to 
Fidelity and Obedience by ſuch Indulgent 
Favours , are apt to interpret them as Ar- 
guments of the Kizg's Impotence and Difa- 
bility to puniſh thoſe that reſiſt his Authori- 
ty, and: to harden themſelves the more in 
their Factious Inſolence : As 1t will appear 
by what I am going to relate of a certam 
Religious Furicſo, a Hagaenct by Profeſſion, 
This Fellow coming one Day into the Great 
Temple m Paris, which they call Nojtre 
Dame, makes up directly roward the Prieſt 
who was celebrating the AZzſs ; and waiting 
a convenient Seaſon to execute his Purpoſe, 
juſt as the Pri2/ was elevating that which 
they eſteem the Sacramental Body of Feſwr, 
the Ac//zas, above his Head, according to 
Cuſtom, that it might be Ador'd by all the 
Congregation ; this Rufhan ſteps to him, 
and ſtriking the Wafer out of his Hand, 
trampl'd it under Foot, and then aſſaſſinated 
the Prie/t with his Dagger. 

The whole Afembly were aſtoniſh'd at 
fuch an unexampl'd Attempt. They ſtood 
1!l like Statues for a while, and ſuffer'd the 
Villain to paſs through the Throng, till he 
came to the very Gate of the Temple: When 
beginning to rouze out of their StupefaCti- 
on, ſome run atter him, and fo he was ſiez'd, 

N 3 and 
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and carried before the next Caa;, or Judge of 
Criminal Carſes, who condemn d him to 
have his Ri 2ht Hand firſt cur cf betore the 
Gate of the ſame Temple, whers he had 
been guilty of this Atla ine and Prophana- 
tion, : a _ his Bocy preſently afrerwards to 
be burnt alive, Which was accordingly exe- 
cuted, 

JUt-not th nEng tt 


is a ſuhicient Expia- 
tion of the Diſho 


ur done to God, the 
© ,ommanded Publick 


1” 

for ger Forty Hicks” He appointed alſo 
a Solemn roceltion of all the C'erey to the 
Tn tle ot No q ire [4 —_— tC clea! {c it {rom 
the Dlfilement (vs wich JACCOrC {1ng #9 their Be- 
lict) it had contracted by this } 'MP30us Acti- 
on. The Soveraign Companies of the City 
likewiſe, actenaed theſe Ceremonies in 
their Robes of Honour, to teftife racir 
Devotion. 


1 _ wit no © conclu de me an Zzfidel, or 
fay that ] undertaxe 2 the P Patro nage of the 
Roman Relivicu, if I condemn. this Fellow as 
a fer) 7 to his own Preſumption and Ar- 
rogance, The Romans and Hzwecxots are all 
alike to me, fo long as they are equally Ene- 
nemies to the HMeljencer of Gid But it 15 
not decent or wiſe, neither Good Manners 
nor Policy to affront the Eitabliſh d 7-:: 
gion of the- Country where a Man liv 
*Twas ſufficient that this Ruffian, and all 
his Brethren, had the Liberty of ſerving Goa 
after their own Way. It was an a" 
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ble Immorality to diſturb the lawful Prieſts 
of the Nation, eſpecially in ſo barbarous a 
Manner, in the very He:ghth of their Myſfe- 
res, the midit of their Daily Sacrifice at the 
Altar of their God; where *they profeſs to 
zmmmolate after a tranſcendant Manner, no 
leſs than the Body and Zlood of the /Heſſtas, 

Doubtleſs,all Nations are Zealous for their 
Religion, and we /Afaſſuimans (hon'd not 
(cruple to put to Death a Head-ſtrong 
Giafer, who wou'd preſume but to pollute 
our Sacred 2Zſques by his Uncircumciſed 
Preſence ; much leſs ſhould we ſpare him, 
if he attempred to ofter any Violence to a 
True Geliever, 28 he was Adoring the Zrer- 
nal Vanity, after the way obſerved by our Fa- 
thers, and commanded by the Propher, And 
tho' thele Nazarenes are Vorkhippers of 
Tmazes and Pitiares ; tho' they Adore that, 
which to all outward Appearance 1s but a 
Pizce of Bread; yer the Precept of {es 
caght to be regarded, which ſays, Te /hall 
net Blaſpheme the Gods of the Nations wi 
ther ye go to dwell, 

Venerable Succeſſor of Qefes and the Pro- 
phets, vouchſafe to pray tor 2745, that 


* whilſt he dwells among theſe Ifidels, he 


may neither make Shipwreck of his Faith, 
by embracing their Vanities, nor yet forfeit 
his Diſcretion by any Rude, Unſcemly, or 
. Violent Carriage againſt them, 


Paris, 23d. of the 12th, oor, 


of the Year 1671. 
N 4 LETTER 
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LETTER II. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


Here are a ſort of Men among the 1V.z 

zarene Ecclefraſtichs,, whom they call 
Caſi/ts, Theſe are profoundly Vers'd 1n the 
Learning of the Schools, which ( if thou 
remembreſt) Honeſt Father Anr0nio, the 
Old S$:ci/lian Prieſt, our Friend, us'd to term 
The Science of Hinsks. A dry, chafty Sort 
of Knowledge, conſiſting only of empty, 
vapid Notions, windy 1aea's, Diftinctions 
made in Sand, which may be effac'd, alter'd, 
or form d at Pleaſure. The very Contem- 
plation of theſe Metaphyſical Trifles, is 
enough to put one in a Fever; fo ſubtle 
1s the Poyſon they contain : a ſpiritual Ve- 
nom, Which darts like Lightning through 
ones Thoughts, and ſoon ferments the Sox, 
boiling our Reafon up, to Scum and Froth 
It ſelf away in Divine Jargon, and Religions 
Nonlſence. 

Theſe Men will fpilt a Hair in Divinity, 
to make a Scruple, or to difannull it. They 
raiſe a Duſt in the Eyes of thoſe that give 
Heed to them. and play faſt and looſe with 
Humane Reaſon, as it ſerves a Turn, They 
make a Hog of a Cuſhion, and turn an 
Elephant into a Coffee-Diſh , with their 
enchanting Hecceities, Identities, _— 
an 
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and the Reſt of their Learned LZegerdemaing 
the perfect Hocws-Pocus of the Sorbonne, by 
which they juggle Men out of their Senſes, 
and frame Chimera's far more Monſtrous 
than thoſe in the Fictions of O14, or the 
more Early and Myſterious Poems of 11:4- 
ſans, Orpheus, and Heſirod, They teach 
Men to ſtumble at a Feather in the way of 
a Religious Life, yet not to boggle at a 
Milſtone or a Mountain, where Intereſt 
calls for Reſolution and Speed. They ſtart 
more Difficulties than themſelyes can an- 
{wer in the Caſes of the Poor : But where 
Plenty of Gold appears , every Thing is 
made eaſe and plain, Mere Higglers in Re- 
ligion ; Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of 
Conſcience ; murdering a Thouſand Diſtem- 
per'd Souls, for one they Cure : Pretending 
to be Guides to Paradiſe, they lead Men 
tirough uncouth Paths, and intricate wind- 
ings, till they are ioft in Labyrinths of Error, 
bordering on the Confines of Hell. And 
then they leave 'em_ to themſelves; where, 
if they make One falſe Step, they go our 
of their Bounds, treſpaſs on the Devil's 
Frontiers, and ſo are either in Danger of a 
Precipice, or at leaft of being. taken 
Captives, by the out-lying Scouts of 
the [fernal Kingdom, from whom. 'tis dit-. 
ficult to eſcape. 

There were ſuch as theſe alſo among the 
Jews and Gentiles of Old, and fo there are 
at this Day , in all Religions, Men who 
are ſevere in Pantti/io's, and neglect the 
N 4 more 
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Hnore Important Preceprs of the Law. Nor 
can the 72»ſ[nlns themſelves be free from 
this Embaraſsment of the Faith and Truth 
brought down from Heaven, 

If thou obſerveſt the grave and ſupercili- 
ous Looks of our Imaum's, Mellal's,Cads s,%c. 
Thou'lt take 'em for the Juſteſt Men, the 
Holyeſt Saints on Earth. Mark but their 
Diſcourſe, 'tis an Abridgement of the Alco- 
741, "They're ſeen each Morning at the 
Firt Hour of Pablick Prayer, walking be- 
fore the eſqres, or fitting in the Royal 
Cemeteries, under ſome Melancholy Cyprels, 
reading the Book of Afſonah, or ſome other 
Spiritual Treatiſe. * With Eyes caſt up to 
Heauyen, or humbly fix'd upon the Ground, 
and Minick Poſtures of their Hands, they 
act Deyotion to the Life: Yer, in their 
Hearts, perhaps, are ſtudying how to Cir- 
cumvent their Nei2abour, 

Go to theſe Perions for Inſtruction in any 
doubtful Caſe : They ll hamper thee with 
far-fetch'd Terms and crabbed Problems : 
With formal Aſpects, and tedious Circumlo- 
cutions, ſtroaking their Beards, and fighing 
from Deceitful Breaſts, they'll Induſtrioutly 
amuſe thy Soul with Dark e/Ezi2mma's, and 
trapan thy Senſe in Snares of Infignificant 
and Unteiligivle Words; ſtriving to make 
thee believe, they are the P:ck-Locks of the 
Eternal Cabinet, 1t not the Privy-Connſel- 
lors of Heave 1 ; Whereas, the way of Piety 
5 plain, and circum{1b'd with certain noted 
Botmdaries, [Tis hard indeed tor a bony 

er 
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der'd Traveller, to find the Narrow Gate 
and Firſt Avenue of this Sacred Path, a- 
mong{t ſo many Gorgeous, Glittering Por- 
tals, ever ſtanding open, and inviting Men 
into the ſpacious Fields of Vice. But when 
he has once enter'd the obſcurer Paſs, he 
has nothing elſe"to do, but go dire&tly on, 
without turning to the Right Hand or the 
Lefr ; only regarding the fix'd Landmarks 
of Eternal Truth, invariable Reaſon, and 
ſound Morality. To fpeak plainly, A Man's 
Duty is comprehended in a tew eatie Rules : 
And he that goes to render 'em difficult, by 
knotty, thorny Gloſles, throws Stumbling- 
Blocks before the Feet of Trae Believers, 
and interrupts their Pilgrimage to Hea- 
VEN. 

My Friend, if any Pious Scruples trou- 
ble thee or me, let us henceforth be our 
own Caſwiſts; and not by blind implicite 
Faith, enflave our Soz/s to Men perhaps more 
Tenorant than our S:Ives. The Law 1s plain 
and poſficive, in neceſlary Matters. What 
need we ſeck to entangle our Selves wich 
more 2 

if we perform our Oraiſons at the appoin® 
ted Hours, What matter is it whether we 
obleryve the Six Traditionary Poſtures , or 
no? VVe that are Illuminated, I only 
ſneak of ſuch. As for the Phlegmatick, 
Dull Multitude, 'tis fit they ſhou'd oe 
curb'd with Diſcwline, and made to obſcrve 
the nice Pauf7ilis's of Obedience, V Vhat 
fignifies che old Yerlatile Turn of th Ho 
rom 
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from one fide to th' other, as if we thought 
to catch the Prophet peeping o'er our Shoul- 
ders 2 Or, VVhere's the Senſe of the pro- 
founder Myſtery, of poring on our Fingers 
with extended Palms, as if we were at 
School, and learning our Alphabet ; or imita- 
ted the clowniſh Ruſticks of Armenia, who 
as they work 1th' Fields and Vineyards, will 
make a Dyal of their. Hand, a Gnomon of 
a Straw, and loſe an Hour in ſtedfaſt gazing 
on their dirty Fiſts, to know what Time of 
Day 'tis? Then the Myſterious Reſting of 
our Hands upon our Knees, with other For- 
mal Ceremonies ; V Vhat are- they all, but 
an External Diſcipline, confirm'd by Ancient 
Cuſtom, and obſery'd for Order's Sake ? 
This need not trouble thee or me, when 
e'er we have Occaſion to retrench ſuch Ins 
different Niceties. 


Nay, to go farther; if we ſhould neglect 


tiis ated Periods of Solemn .\doration; 


compell'd thereto by Sickneſs, Travelling, 
or any other Neceſſity ; Be not diſconſolate, 
as if thou hadſt been gmlty of a Mortal Sin, 
Some ſupererogating V Vork of Charity, will 
cancell Ten ſuch Faults as that : Or at leaſt; 
thou may | look boldly in the Face of Goa, 
when at another Seaſon, on thy Knees, thou 
makeſt ample Compenſation ; Or by ſacred 
Abſtinence and Faſting, difperſeft all the 
Miſts and Clouds of Guilt, that fate fo hea- 
vy on thy Soul. The Times are all alike to 
lum who is Eternal, There's no- DiſtinCti- 
on of Day or Night, with that Immor- 


tal 
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tal Eſſence, who made the Sun and Stars, 
pq himſelf th' unchangeable Source off 
Light, 

bo, if we ſhou'd addreſs our Selves to 
Heaven, without the uſual Forms of Prayer, 
or any words at all ; we have no Reaſon to 
be fad; as if our Oraiſons were Ineffectual 
and Unheard. In the Eternal High Receſs, 
our filent Vows and ſofteſt V Vhiſpers of the 
Soul, Eccho as loud as the moſt bold and 
noiſy Clamour of the Tongue. There is a 
Rank of Spirits among the Reſt Above, on 
purpoſe made to waft the Secret Thoughts 
of Mortal Men to Heavers, We cannot fail 
of Audience there, when e'er we fend the 
leaſt Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials 
from the Heart. 

In a word, believe my Denet, That the 
Supremely Intelligent and Wiſe, chiefly re- 
gards the Intention and Fervour of our 
Minds, the Habitual Bent of our Souls, 
with the Innocent and Pious Actions of our 
Lives. He is not to be mov'd (unleſs to In- 
dignation) by the vain Tautologies of our 
Verbal Oraiſons, the nauſeating Crambe of 
devouteſt Words, common to Hypocrites 
and Perſons of Sincerity, to the molt Incor- 
rigible Sinners, and the Greateſt Sarats, The 
humble Silence of a Heart reſ{ign'd to Deſti-- 
ny, is a Pacifick Sacrifice, attoning for the 
greateſt Sins, attracting choiceſt Favours, 
Smiles and Benedi&tions from 'the Eternal, 
This is the Diſcipline of Sacred Love ; the. 
Rule of perfe& Life, the Secret Chart of the 

Eledt, 
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EleR, whereby they ſteer their Courſe to 
Paradiſe. 

Which of the "Prophets was a formal 
Beadſman, to number out his Orazſons at 
Finger's End, and offer up to God a ſhort 
and vain Retail of Words, in Recompence 
of Infinite Bounties Paſt, and in Hopes of 
more to Come? 

VVhen Mabomet was purſu'd by cruel 11- 
Fidels, and forcd to make the VVildernels 
his Sanctuary, and hide himſelf within the 
Hollow of an Aged Oak, He did not ſeek to 
amuſe th' Eternal with ſtudied Forms of 
Speech and Humane Eloquence, or tire 
the Immortal Ears with a Religious long Ha- 
rangue; as if he thought to enſnare the 
General Mercy of the Holy One, in Trains of 
Artificial and Elaborate Language, or catch 
his more particular Indulgence, in a Trap 
of Subtile Rhetorick, The harmleſs Sazrr, 
with Heart and Face, composd with Self- 

enying Thoughts and Looks, ſtood like a 
Statue in the Bleſs'd 44:2: : VVhillt gen- 
tle Rivolets of Compaſſionate Tears trill d 
down his Cheeks, His Soul was p1zrc'd with 
Sacred Fity to his Enemies. He {gh d, and 
wiſth'd, in ſhort, whatever Blameicls Piety 
cou 'd ſuggr:it for him and th:m, Arzels 
unmediately carried ce Zrophetick Vows to 
Heaven, tis filent paitionate Prayer was 
heard, The Crue! Perſ:cutors, blinded with 
Impi>1s Fury, ruth d ito the Defart; they 


P10 Cem!iciyes aurcad and rode at large : 


ne Traytor purrd his Horſe through 
thickeſt 
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thickeſt VVebs of low 'entangl'd Thorns and 
Underwoods, greedy. of the Royal and Ma- 
jeftick Prey ; whillt others took the open 
Paths, hoping to overtake the Prophet on 
the Flight. - They ſeem'd to ſwim or fly, 
rather than ride, ſuch was the Swiftneſs of 
their Courſe. Fierce was the Cry, re-eccho'd 
from the Hollows of the Rocks, and Valleys, 
[Mecea, for the Head of IMahomet.) Some 
{tumbled at the out-creeping Roots of Trees, 
and broke a Leg or Arm, by a Precipitate 
Fall from off their Beaſts ; whilſt others had 
their Eyes ſtruck Blind by Interfering T wigs. 
One had his Turbant rudely bruſh'd off, 
and Scalp ſeverely ſhav'd, by broken Stumps 
of Boughs, and Rows of Knotty Branches, 
placd and bent down by Fate, on Purpoſe 
to revenge th' Apoſtle's Cauſe on ſuch a 
Miſcreant as this. Another cou'd not curb 
his Horſe from jumping down into a deep 
blind Quarrey, dugg 1th midit oth' 
VVood, where the proud Heretick daſh'd 
his Skull and Brains upon the Marble Pave- 
ment at the Bottom. So Senfible and Vin- 
dictive are Inanimate Creatures, when a 
Guod Man, aSaint, a Friend of Ged1is wrong'd, 
T he very Stocks and Stones, and all the Z/e- 
ments are touch'd with Sacred Sympathies at 
ſuch a Time. The Frame of Natnre feels 
ſtrange tender Paſſions, Fits, and Qualms of 
Amorous Regard : And God h niclt, it I may 
ſo expreſs my ſelf, is rowz'd as iromaTrance, 
and fnatching up the Weapons of ms m_ 
an 
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and VVrath, runs like a Champion to de- 
fend the Cauſe of injur'd Innocence, | 

Bur, 4 forgec that I am writing a Letter, 
and therefore ought to be Brief. Belides, 
what I have faid,is ſufficient to convince thee, 
That I have an Jaea of Religion, far different 
from that which the Ca/z:/ts, whether Mu 
ſulmans or Chriſtiazs, would Imprint m 
Men's Minds. 

If thou can'ſt not think as I do, I con- 
demn thee not. Uſe thy Native Freedom ; 


but remember, That tho' Men's Reaſons and 
Opinions vary as do their Faces ; yet Truth. 


is Homogeneous, Uniform, and: ever of the 
fame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations, 


Paris, the 1ſt. of the 2d, Joon, 
of the Near 1672. 


UETTER 
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LETIER A 
To the Kaimacham, 


HE King of France has lately made 

a League with the King of England. 
YVhereupon the People, by way of Pro- 
rb, ſay, That AAars and Jupiter are now 
in Conjunttion: Reflecting thereby on the 
different Tempers of theſe T'wo Princes. 
The One, Debonaire and Jovial, Exceflively 
addicted go V Vomen and VVine, yet not 
forgetting'or declining Martial Aﬀairs, when 
h's Honour or Intereſt invites him to take up 
Arms: The Other ſeeming wholly taken 
up with the Thoughts of Conqueſt, and en- 
larging his Dominions; yet ſparing ſome 
Time tor the Enjoyment of Himſelt, and 
Proſecution of his Amours. 

However, both of them now have pro- 
claim'd Open V Var againſt the Ho/lanaers, 
by Sea and Land. The King of Sweden, who 
was before an Allie of the Datch, has of 
late declar'd himſelf a Nenter, And the 
Biſhop of Munſter, who is one of the Ele- 
ftors of the German Empire, 1s engag'd in 
the French Intereſt; 

Thus are ſome of the Princes and States 
in Exrope divided already; and God knows 
bow far the Breach may extend in Time. 

Tis not altogether unworthy of Remark, 
what different Factions there were of Late 

amongſ|* 


- 
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amongſt the Hellandcrs themſelves, tho' a 
Republic; pretending to greater and faſter 
Union of Intereſts, than what can be found 
in any Monarchy, Yet this Commonwealth 
was rent into Three ſeveral Parties : Y Vhere- 
of One was headed by the Prince of Orange; 
the Other by Jubr Pe-777:; and the Third 
was compos'd of the Co75025, Without any 
Chief of Note. 

I will *-wble thee v:ith a Character 
of the 17:: 3 Orange, ie is already 
known by Fame at the $:bl;zze Port. Asto 
Fobhn De-Wir, I can give no — at 
preſent; but that he,ias a Perſon Whom For- 
tune had raisd to inch; an Eminence 1n the 
Commonwealth, as made lim tis Prince of 
Oranges Rival, and Competitor for the Su- 

remacy. Therefore he ſougir to -xclude 
Lim from all Employments and Offices of 
Truſt, that he might eſtabliſh himſelt in 
his Place. 

The Third Party, whom we may call Re- 
puviicans, were of Qpinion, that it was not 
for the Honour of the Commonwealth to ac- 
knowledge any Head ; judging that the Eſta- 
bliſhment cr Excluſion, the Riſe or Fall 
of the Prince or De Wit, ought to be a 
Thing Indifferent to the States, In regard 
the Commonwealth appear d in their fight 
ſufficiently to flouriſh, under the Protection 
of her ownArms and Riches, without having 
any Need of either the Prince of Orarge's Al- 
liſtance, or De it's, 

However, 
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However, notwithſtanding theſe Animo- 
ities of the Flanders among themſzlves ; 
is ſoon as they found themſelves enzag'd in 
2 War with Two ſuch Potent Aonarchs, 
They all Unanimouſly choſe the Prizce of 
Orange, as General of their Army 3 Remems- 
bring the Famous Actions of his Fathers , 
the Prixces of the Horſe .of Naſſaw ; by 
whoſe Valour and Conduct, they had gain'd 
and conſerv'd their Libertics, On the other 
ide, De Wit having rendred himf-lf Odious 
to the Vulgar, was by them torn in pieces : 
duch a Deſtiny oft happening to thoſe who 
apire to raiſe themraſelves by Unlawful Me- 
thods, and who are Ambitious to be the 
Ringleaders of a Faftion, 

TheFrenchcall the Prince of Orange, a Gee 
reral without an Army ; In Regard, the Ho/- 
lander's being as yet only upon the Defenfive, 
and their Tow:s wanting ftrong Garrifons; 
their Soldiers are all diſpos'd of this Way, 
lo that there is little or no Appearance of a 
Field- Army. 

This is Certain, the Xing of France 1s the 
moſt Gallant Prince in Enrope, He piles 
trom Divertiſements to the Toils of War ; 
and from the Champaign returns to his Plea- 
ſures aain, Thus, 'tis difficult to diftin- 
Ph '»-tween his Labours and Recreations 3 
his Ficaſures and his Buſineſs. They ſeem 
to be near of .Kin, that he takes equal Plea- 
ſure 1» oth 

'Twas but a little before rhe firſt Appear- 


ances of this War, That he and his Queen 
were 
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were revelling in the Gardens of Chantilly, 
where a Rozal Entertainment was prepard 
for them by Night, The Court attended 
them thither ; and there the Riman Luxury 
was ſeen in Koyal Miniature, As ſoon as 
the Gates were opend, there appear an 
Artificial Day ; fo light was the Place made 
with Flambeau's and Lamps : Which being 
well placid among the Trees, with other 
refn'd Illuminations, adorn'd with Chaplets | 
of Flowers, which preſented the Eye with a 
pleaſing Medly of Colours , interſpersd 
with Oranges, Citrons, and other agreeablz 
Fruits, traniporced the Company with ex- 
quifite Delight. AlI together pretty well 
reſembl'd a-Foreſt in a Chamber : For the 
Walls not being far from the Place where 
the King fate, were hung with Arras, with a 
Mulritude of Lights burning near the Hang- 
ings : And there was a Spring of Water in 
the Middle of the Garden, raiſing it ſelf at- 
ter a wonderful Manner into the Form of a 
High Pyramid ; and falling azain into Three 
Baſons of Marble ſucceflively from one to 
the other, made a pleaſant SpeCtacle to the 
Courtiers, 

Then a moft Magnificent Collation was 
ſerv'd up with Vocal and Inſtrumental Mu- 
ſick, ſo ſoft. and fine, with a ſudden Dew 
cooling the Air, which had a Smell l:ks 
 Sweet-Bryars, as render d the Place a per- 
fect Paradiſe, After which followed the 
King's Supper, far ſurpaſſing the other Ban- 
quet in all Manner of Delicacy and Peas. 

nels, 
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neſs, as well as the ſtupendious Abundance 
of Diſhes. When Supper was ended, they 
were entertain'd with a Show of ſomething 
Admirable and New in Fire-Works. Bur, 
tho' it be ſo to them, I will not trouble thee 
with a Deſcription of it, ſince thou haſt ſeen 
far Finer and more Coltly at Conſtantinople, 
or where-ever the Great $z/:an kept his Refi- 
dence at the Time of a Dunalma. 

After this, the Ki2g went to fee the New 


aFortifications of D#nkirk , which he had or- 
der'd not long before. And in a little time, 


follow'd- this Declaration of War *againſt 
Hellane, 

$ things go in a Circle; from War to 
Peace ; trom Peace to War again. Howe- 
yer, thou wilt the better know by what I 
have ſaid, how to comport thy ſelf, m Caſe 
of any Difference between the Engiſþ , 
French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Port, 
Ged inſpire thee with Climatterical Wiſdom, 
to adjuſt all Difficulties in their Stated 
Periods. 


Paris, 26th. of the 3d, Icon, 
of the Tear 1672, 


LETTER 
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4 
LETAI4K YV. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician 7o zhe 
Grand S1gnor, 


£ þ Hou haſt born with a Thouſand Imper- 
tinencics in my Letters ; and I know 
not, whether what I'm now ging to write, 
will deſerve a better Character. However, 
I feel a Spirit within me, checking my Stu- 
pid Mind, in that I was not before ſenſible 
of my Error, but muſt make fo late a Re- 
cantation, It is impoſſible for me to refie& 
on the vain and rifling Subjects I have all 
along entertain'd thee with, and not tobluſh 
at ſo grand an Overſight ; Since I then 
{eem'd not ſo much as to regard thy Know- 
ledge and PraCtice in /deaicrines, which has 
exalted thee to the Honour of being placd 
in the Front of thoſe who take Care of the 
Grand Signior's Health, Much Jes did I pre- 
ſent thee with —_— ſ{uitable to thy more 
Interiour Knowled>e, and tEat hidden VViE 
dom, which deſervedly ranks thee among 
_ moſt Perfect and Accompliſh'd Aor- 
TAILS, 

In Ancient Times, Theolo7y and Phyſick 
were counted Sciences of ſuch a near Rela- 
tion and mutual J)ependance , that one 
eou'd not ſubhſt without the other. By 
Phyſick they meant the General Science of 

Na ture, 


'miy 
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Nat:re, otherwiſe termed ag: : VVYhich 
comprehended under it the Knowledge of 
the Heavens, the Elements, and every Being 
within their vaſt Circumference ; The Mo- 
tions of San, fon, and Stars, their various 
Aſpects, Influences, and Dominions 1n this 
Lower VVorld ; The Nature of the Pinds 
and cteors, with their Effects ; The Vir- 
tues of all Plants, and Living Creatures ; as 
alſo of Tnſenfible Things, the Metals, HMi- 
xerals, and other Subſtances found both on 
the Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, 
and in the Sea, 

Such as theſe of Old , were Apollonins 
Tyanens, with the Idagi of Perſia and 
Chaldzga, Such was Hierarchas among the 
Brachmans ; Teſpion the Gymueſophiſt ; Bud- 
da the Babylonian; Numa Pompilins at 
Rowe ; Zamolxides of Thrace ; Abbaris the 
Hypberborean; Hermes Triſmegiſtus of Egyyt ; 


Zoroaſter the Son of Oromaſes, King of 


Batiria; Ewvantes, an Arabian King ; Za 
charias a Babylonian ; Foſeph a Hebrew : 
VVith many others of ditterent Nations 5 
as, Zenotenus, Kiranuiaes, Almadal, Thetel, 
Alchind, Abel, Prolomy, Geber, Zabhel, 
Nazabarnb, Tebiti Aerith, Salomon, Aſtrophon, 
Hipparchas, Alcmein, &c. And of later 
Date, Albertz:s, Surnam'd the Great, Arnol- 
aus ae Villa Nova, Cardan, Raymwand Lullias : 
VVith a few more, not worth the Na- 

ming. 
Theſe contemplated the Secret Force and 
Vxrtue of Celeſtial and Snblanary T_ ; 
[ne 
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the hidden Sympathy between them, and 
the Hſterious Powers of Nature, Then 
having by a curious and painful Scrutiny 
trac'd out the true Gernealogies of Things ; 
calt their Nativities; and dilcoverd all their 
Kindred, Allies, Friends and Enemies ; knew 
by applying in due Seaſons, Attives to pro- 
per Paſſives, how to produce Effects ap- 
pearing ſtupendious Prodigies to the Vulgar, 
and no leſs than Miracles : Y Vhereas, all this 
Is but a pure Reſult of Nature, help'd by 
Humane Art. So VVatches, Dyals, Clocks, 
and Mirrours, appear d at firſt to th' Igno- 
rant VVorld, the Effects of Aagich: Eipe- 
cially the Simple Natives&# America, ſhewd 
little more V Vit than Apes or Cats, which 
look behind the Glaſs, ro find the Active 
Figure of themſelves, that they ſaw in ut, 
And now I'm got among{t thoſe poor 
Barbarians, 1 cant forget a Paſlage of a 
Peruvian Slave, who being ſent by his Spaniſh 
Maſter with a Basket of choice Fruit and a 
Letter to his Friend ; The filly /znoramns 
bein; faint, by Reaſon of the excet{ive Heat ; 
his Journey being alſo tedious, from the 
Town of Lima to a Village near the Moun- 
tains of Potcſs, eat up the Fruit by the way, 
toallay his kiungry Thirſt. However, not 
having ſo good a Stomach to the Letter, he 
deliverd it ſafe to the Perſon to whom ut 
was addreſs'd ; never once dreaming, that an 
Inſenfible Piece of Paper cou'd tell Tales: 
But , that diſcovering his Crime when he 


came home, his Maſter order'd him the 
Baſtinago, 
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Baſtinado, to make him ſenfible of it. Then 
he was ſent again on the fame Errand. with 
Oranges and a Letter; and meeting with the 
ſame Temptation, he knew not what to &o. 
At laſt, he hid the Letter under a Heap of 
Sand ; wiſely concluding, Fhat if it faw him 
not, it cou d ne'er betray his Fat, Howe- 
yer, to-ſecure it from all Means of peeping, 
he ſpread his Mantle o'er the Place, and 
then tell roundly to his Banquet ;-thinking 
he ſhou'd now have no Accuſer. In fine, he 
at up all the Oranges, and was worſe bang'd 
for his Pains than the time before. 

Generous H2/1, thou ſeeft I'm fall'n into 
the ſame Error for which I made Apology 
at-the Bezinning of this Letter : But, thou 
canſt eaſily forgive ſuch Crimes as theſe. 
Suffer me only to relapſe thus far, That I 
may mention the /fathematical Mhgicians z 
ſuch as Archytas, who made a Wooden Prezon 
tofly; and Albert the Great, who taught 
a Brazen Heat! to ſpeak : not forgetting him 
unknown by Name, who gave to the Statues 
of Mercury, Voluble Tongues, and Elezant 
Language ; by whoſe 2Mechanich Art, a Bra- 
en Serpent learnt tohifs; and Birds of the 


{ame Metal , with other Helps, outvy'd the 


Nightingales and Thruſhes in their Melody. 

I will not omit the Execrable Practices of 
Necromaucers, or ſuch as Invocate the Dead, 
and with nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and 
Sacrifice " call to their Aid [afernal Spirits ; 
bind thera in Cryſtals , or ſome other Vehi- 


cle; and then Adore them, as the Ancierr 
O Romans 
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Romans did their Lares and Penates, Theſe 
are their Oracles which they conſult in all 
Emergencies; and by their Help; work Won- 
ders in the. World, foretell Things Future, 
and reveal the moſt remote and hidden Se. 
crets, whether Paſt or Preſent. Nor is this a 
able or an Old Wives Tale; for, unleſs the 
experienc'd Nations of the Earth had found 
{ome .teal Evils, from Wizards, Magicians 
and Witches ; they wou'd not have made fo 
ſevere Laws againſt them , as to aim at their 
Extermination from the Earth. 

Neither need we admire.; that Women 
are as much addicted to theſe curſed Vani- 
ties as Men ſince they are naturally more in- 
quilitive into Secrets, and lefs cautious of be- 
ing impos d upon : They re prone to Super- 
ftition ; and, from their Infancy, bred up to 
obſerve their Dreams, their Heles, and other 
AMtarks upon their Bodies. They covet all 
the Depth of Pa/meftry and Phyſiornomy ;  be- 
fides a thouſand other little Follies. 

If they meet a Man 1'th' ſtreet at firſt go- 
ing out, they are encourag'd, and take it for 
a Sign of their good Fortune : bur, it one of 
their own Sex encounters them; they curſe 
rhe undeſigning Female, and return hom? 
again. They obſerve Fatal Days, and Nights, 
«nd certain Critical Hears, wherein they try 
Experiments to know theirFuture Husbands, 
They brew Enchanting Philters for their Lo- 
vers, .and Intoxicate them with Liquors, 
wherein. young Human Cxpids. have been 


. boil'd, . with Herbs as powerfull to effect 


ther 
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their With, as thoſe that Circe or Medea 
knew. In ſhort, there is no Species of Sor- 
tilegy, or Divination, which vain young Mai- 
dens are not practis'd in. Which is a fair 


Diſpoſition, or Introduftion, to the Blackeſt 


kind of Magick. 

Bur bleſſed are they, O Pious and moſt 
learned Hal,” who being profoundly skill'd, 
and daily converſant in the S$c:ence of NVa- 
txre, have never yet tainted themſelves by 
any unlawfull Commerce with Spirits Un- 
clean, Infernal, and Enemies toGed, They 
are Divine /agicians, having Celeſtial Cha- 
raters, the Hidden Name of God imprinted 
on their Souls; whereby they are able to at- 
tract the Angels, and make the Highelt Spr- 
rits obey them, 

Hali, God grant that thou may'ſt be one 
of OR le and Happy Number, Fare- 
well. 


Paris, the 5th, of the qth, Afoon, 
of the Tear 1672, 


Q :z LET: 
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LETTER VI. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the 
Sciences, ard Penfioner 70 the 
Grand Signior. 


T has been a long time fince the Chyi/{ians 
have openly publiſh'd Libels againſt our 
Holy Lawgiver, and the Bock which he recei- 
ved from the Hands of Gabriel, .one of the 
Chief Princes of Heaven : They affirm. for 
an undoubted Truth , That Afahomet him- 
{#lf compos'd that Yolnme of Light, by the 
Help of Neſtorizzs a Chriſtian Adonk, and 
£Lbaalla a Few : And that it 1s but an Arti- 
ficinl Medley, a Hotch-potch, or Gallimanfry 
of. Pagan, Fewiſh and Chriſtign Principles; 

cunningly ſuited and blended together, in 
order to gain Proſelztes of 'all Religions. = 
I proteſt by the Veneration I owe to the 
Eternal Ged of Heaven, That I really believe 
tie Aicoran tobe of Drvine Original. Such 
3s the inimitable Elegance of the Style, the 
Brizhtneſs and Force of its Reaſons andArgu- 
ments the wonderfull and charming Contex- 
tare of Things Hi/torical, Moral and Divine ; 
Thatall theWritings in theWorld befide,ſeem 
to me flat and infipid, compar'd with this 
Sacred and Stupendous Pandett of Wiſedom. 
Yet, I muſt confeſs, I know not how was 
| wir 
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{wer the Accuſation of the Nazarenes, be- 
cavſe I have never read any uſ[ulmanTrea- 
tiſe, that underrook to refute theſe Calum- 
nies: Which makes me apt to think, there 
is none ſuch extant, For, 1 have made dili- 
gent Enquiry, diſcours'd with ſeveral Lear- 
ned Doctors of our Law; but can gain no 


Satisfaction in that Point. 


had been traduc'd b 


Perhaps, our Fathers. in former Ages, 
were ignorant how the 1c{ſenger of God 
the C L ibians or if 

they knew it, . yet they diſdain'd to anſwer 
{uch Malicious Lyes. And as for theſe Mo- 
dern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown 
too Cold among the Trme Behevers, Every 
one 1s carried away with Self-Love, waillt no 
Man will be at the Pains to: defend the 
Truth, or manifeſt: the Errors of our Ene- 
mies. Beſides, it'is now impoſlible to dif- 
prove what they ſay concerning Ne/tor114 
and Aaalla; unleſs we cou'd produce Au- 
thors of unqueſtionable Authority , who 


" livd in Iahomet's Time, and fo could give 


a more exact Account of his Life, than rhoſe 
that came after them, 

However, if we conſult common Reaſor, 
we ſhall find irvery improbable, That Three 
Men of ſuch Contrary Principles, as a Jew, 
a Chriſtian and a Pagan, ſhould all volunta- 


. ily _ and jumpmnone Deſign of brewing 


their ſeveral Religions together , and drawing 
ſuch an Extratt from them as could ſuit with 
neither of their Parties fingly , and was like 
to have all of them together tor 1ts Enemies 

Q. 3 and 
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and Perſecutors: There was no Ground for 
Them to expect the Converſion of any Fews, 
lo long as the Alcoran aflſerts Fees the Sor of 
o long as the a 7 if 
Atary to be the Trwc Meſſias, the Word and 
Breath of God , Worker of Aracles, Healer 
of Diſeaſes, Preacher of Heavealy Dottrine, 
and Exerplary Pattern of a perfelt Life; de- 
nying that he was Cracify a, but affirming 
that he Aſrended into Paradiſe, Whereas the 
Jews call him an Zxecrable Impoſtor, Magi- 
Can, Seducer of the Nations ; and finally, y 
way of extreme Derifion, they term him he 
AT1n that was hang'd on a Tree, 

Neither was the Alcoraz like to find any 
better Entertainfnent among the Chriſtians, 
for this laſt Reaſon ; In that it denies the 
Cracifixioa of the 71efſias, which is the Ba- 
{is whereon all the Superſtructure of their 
£eligion 1s built ; 'tis the Angular Stone of 
Chriſtianity, Beſides, they con'd never be 

econcil'd to Polygamy, Circumciſion, aboli- 
ſhing of -[mages and Pittares, nor to a great 
many other Things which the aſſulmar 
Law enjoyns. Eſpecially, they could never 
brook the Denial of the Tr:xiry, 

And for the ſame Reaſon, this ſuppos'd 
patch'd Form of Religion would have been 
as little welcom to the Gezxtiles , in that it 
took from them the Multitude of their Ooas, 
and afferced the Vaity of the Divine Eſſence. 
So that all Circumſtances being weigh'd , it 
appears that the Alcoran, finceit has had ſuch 
Succeſs in the World, could not be forg'd by 


thoſe Three, nor compos d by any om 
en; 


Q— 
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Pen ; but' is of Divine Original. Betides, 
had there been ſuch a Triumvirate known 1n 
the Caſe, the Corai's of Mecca, and other 
Mortal Enemies of Aahomet and his Do- 
ctrine, would not have ſpar'd to upbraid him 
with it : And if they were not known to the 
Arabians who were converſant with tim, 
how come the Chr:iftians to be inform'd of 
this private Cava/, who were alcogcther 

Confider well theſe Thinzs, and chou wits 
have no Reaſon to give Credit to the Calum- 
nies and lying Afperſions cait on 14s 4p 
of God, by Unbelievers ; but being mere and 
more confirm'd in the Vadefiled Faith, wilt 
glorifie God, who has guided thee into the 


14 fp 
OE ie 


. Right Way, and not into the V Vay of 7-:- 


dels, and of thoſe with whom he is diſpleas'd. 
 Orchanas thou art endu'd with great Lear- 
ning, I counſel thee to employ it in detend- 
ing the Cauſe of the Prophet, who cou'd net- 
ther Write nor Read, 


Paris, 15th, of the 6th. for, 
of the Tear 1672» 


O4- LE T- 
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LET SER. VIE 


To Hamet, Reis Eftendi, Principal 
Secre:ary of the Ottoman Em- 
PIrE. 


Ere has been hot Work this Summer 

in the eſt, The King of France has 

made {ſuch ſwift and large Cngneys on the 

Hollander, that they have hardly had Time 

to conſider their Lofles, and the Number 

of their Towns fallen into their Enemies 
Hands, 

It always falls out ſo, when this Afonarch. 
goes in Perſon to the Campaign as he did 
this Year. In a very little Time hed took 
Burich , Orſsy, Rimberg, Vexel, Rees, Em- 
merick , and many other. Places, Yet this 
Succeſs was allay'd with the -Death .of the 
Dithe of Longnev;lle, who fell a Victim, ei- 
ther to his Dullneſs or Temerity, in not 

earing or not receiving the Cries of the 
Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the 
French were paſling the Rhine, He was ſhot 
with a Muchee-oes: and the Dzxhe of 
Engmen, his Coulin, verry narrowly eſcapd; 
for they were both jointly engag d in the 
tame Action, 

The Death of this Pince 1s much lamen- 
ted, not only by thoſe of his Family, but 
by the whol: Cozerr and City, as being rhe 
Flower 
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Flower of his Time ; having fignaliz'd his 
Valour at the Siege of Canaze. the Conqueit 
of the Franche-Compte, and other Warlike 
Expeditions. And they diſcourle, as if he had 


' been dehgnd to ſtand Candidate for the 


Poliſh Crown. 

I am the more particular in this Relation, 
becauſe the Enterprize of. the. Frezch Kizg 
in paſſing the Rh:ne, ts 1look'd upon as one 
of the mott hardy and . bold, that ever was 
taken in Hand. In all the Hiſtories of theſe 
Parts, there 1s not one Example of fo fur- 
prizing.. an Expedition, And the Succeſs 
anſwer'd their Expectations : For the Hol- 
Linders were extremely daunted and dif® 
heartned by the News of theſe Exploits. 
In. a little Time Arnheim and Nimeghen, 
were reduc'd to the King's Obedience ; with 
the- Fort of Skinz, and Lowns of D Oesburg, 
Bomel, Zutpnen ; Deventer, the Adrtrepeds 
of a Province ; with Weifet, Tongres, Maſeick, 
Dortemeia , Elbourgh, Woerden, Arnham , 
another Capiral City, with many more Fla- 
ces, too tedious to be rehears d. 

In a Word, ſuch dre his Expeditions, 
Marches; his Sage Cornſ-ls, his Never-fail- 
ing Suceeſs,. T nat. the People think it no 
Flattery ro call him - a Second Alexander 
the Great, Timurleng, Scanderbeg, Scipio, 
Hanuibal, and- all the Great Heroick Names 
in the World. 

To ſpeak the Truth, the Kings of France 
have all along made -n i!Juſtrious-Figure in 
the World, And thew Famous Exploits in 

O5 War, 
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War, with their Heroick ACtions in Time 
of Peace, afford ſufficient Matter for the 
higheſt Pazegyricks, without an occafion of 
Hyperbole 's, Which made one of the Roman 
Auftis, ma Letter to the King of France, 
thus expreſs himſelf : © By how much the 
& Rozal Dignity tranſcends the State of 
«© other Men, ſo far is the Afonarchy of 
« France exalted above all the Kingdoms in. 
« the World.” Pope Urban IV. ſaid, That 
the King of France was as the Idorning Star 
in the Firmament of Prizces; brighter than 
all other X7nes, a perfect -God on Earth, 
'Tis aflerted by another Author, That b 
the King of France's Shadow , the whole 
VVorld is rul'd. And ſuch was the Eſteem 
which Pope Clement had for this Afonarchy, 
that he granted a Hundred Days Indulgence 
to every one that pray'd for the Krag of 
France; to which Pope Innocent IV, added 
Ten Days more. 

'Tis a Maxim 1n the Salick Law, That 
the King of France never dies. But this 1n- 
deed 1s altogether as True in Spain, Great- 
Britain, and other Hereditary Kingdoms, till 
the Succeſſion fails For then it degene- 
rates to an Eleftive Monarchy, or- otherwiſe 
into Ariſtocracy; or laſt of all- into Demo- 
cracy, or a Republick. 

But Frazxce is yet free from theſe painted 
Forms of Slavery. Her Kzgs are Maſculine 
and Vigorous ; her Queens Chaſt and Fruit- 
fall. * There never wants an Heir apparent 
to the Crows, And this ſecures the _—_ 
rom 


Vol. VIE « $yy t PARTS. 299 


from a Thouſand Calamities, which atten 
Elettive Aonarchies, and more Popular 
Forms of Government. 

What Injuſtices,Cruelties,Mafſacres,and all 
mannerof PublickGrievances werecomplain'd 
of 1n Rome, after Claudius Ceſar had bought 
the Empire of his Souldiers 2 VVhat Bicke- 
rings between the Senate, the Peopie, and 
the Armies > Each Party would have an 
Emperor of their own chufing, one Province 
was , Emulous of another : So that ſome- 
times there have been Twenty or Thirty 
Emperors together, all claiming the $9vs- 
rezenty, And when there were but Two, 
fuch was the Obſtinate and Strong Ditpute 
between them, That they have been forc'd 
to ſhare the Empire equally, as the only 
Means to prevent its utter Diffolutior, 
Hence ſprung the Firit Inſtitution of Col- 
leagues in the Empire, And this was the 
Root of thote Factions and Diviſions, which 
encreafting and growing, up with Time, 
branch'd forth into ſmaller Schifms ; till at 
length, by the Ambition of ſome, the Mis- 
fortune or Carelefnels of others , or at leait 
their want of Power and Courage; that - 
Mighty Empire was Cantonizd , rent in 
Pieces, and dwind1t'd into that narrow Donu- 
nion which it now poſleſles under theTwrel/age 
of the Horſe of Auſtria. And there appear 
no hopes of its ever being reſtor'd again to 


' 1ts priſtine Grandeur, unleſs the Buurbons, 


with their growing Fortune, ſhall Crown 
the Eag/e with a Chapler of Flower-ae-Lyss, 
a 
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and change the Seat of the eſtern AMonar- 
chy, from Improſperous Viewna, to All-con- 
quering Paris, 

In a Word, Henry IV. began the Deſign ; 
£ewis XIII. carried it on; and this preſent 
King has fo far improv'd it, by his Match- 
leſs Fortune and Courage, that in all 'Pro- 


bability, this or the next Age: will ſee it 


brought to PerfeCtion: 

Accompliſh'd- fini/ter, I bow my ſelf 
with Abundance of Interior Veneration, to 
the Duſt of thy Feet : I attectionately ki 
the Border of thy Robe, and bid thee a 
devout Adieu. 


Paris, 14th. of the 8th, doen, 
of the Tear 1672. 


LETTER 
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LEIITER VIE 
To William Voſpel, « Recluſe of - 


Aultria, 


 þ Hy Letters make me-very reſtleſs and 
inquiſitive; They awaken New Doubts 
and Scruptes in my Breaſt, inſtead of remo- 
ving or ſatisfying the Old Ones. Freſh 2xe- 
ries ſtart in my Mind; and the more thou 
laboureſt to faſten me in thy narrow Super- 
ſtition, and bigotted Zeal for the I»falibiiity 
of the Pope and the Roman Charch, the loo- 
ſer I grow. My: Sozl is like a Wild Co/t of 
the Wildernefs, that toffes up his Head, 
inuffs the Air in Indignation, and ſcorning; 


' the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy at his 


Native Liberty, ſcampering at large through 
the ſolitary V Vaſte; nor can he be wheedI'd 
by Humane Craft, to loſe his beloved Free- 
dom, or change it for a Tame Captivity. 

I have revoly'd tn my. Mind the Apes that 
are Paſt; andthe Years of Untraceable Qri- 
gin, I have examin'd the Times and Sea- 
ſons of the VVorld, recorded in Hiſtory ; 
from Auam to Moſes, from Moſes to Jeſus, 
and from: Jeſ#: to theſe preſent Days where- - 
in we live, After all; I find that the /1e- 
moirs of Former Tranſactions are cover'd 
with great Darkneſs; yet there arenot want- 
ing ſome Glimmerings of Light, to _ 

| a dili- 
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2 diligent Mind, an Impartial Lover of 
Truth. | 

Feſus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, He was e- 
ducated in tue Law of ojes, which he ob- 
ferv'd in all Things to a Tittle :- And in his 
Lite rime he ſzid, Think not thar 1 come to de- 
ſtroy the Law, bat to perfett it, His Apoſples 
obſerv'd the ſame Rule, and in all Things 
were ſtrict Obſervers of the Srated Preceprs, 
So were the Primitive Chriftians , even to 
the keeping of the Jewiſh Sabbath; beſides 
the Fir/t Day of the Week, appointed for the 
Publick Celebration of their own Myſteries, 
They abſtain'd from Blood, and from Things 
ftrangld, and from all Vaclean eats, and 
ſuch as were Sacrific'd to Idols, They had 
no images or Pittares in their Churches, Cha- 
pels, or Oratories. In fine, they obſervd all 
the Neceſſary Parifications, and Ador'd One 
God with Unity of Heart, a Lively Faith, - 
and Good VVorks. V Vhereas thou ſeelt, 
the preſent Roman Church follows quite con- 
trary . axims, They give-the Lye to our 
Lord's own Declaration ; and poſitively ſay, 
That he came on purpoſe to Aboliſh the Law, 
and introduce an Vmuverſal Liberty ; That 
we may now as freely banquet. on the Blood 
of ſtain Beaſts, as on the 12:4 of the Liviae ; 
and Eat of Swines Fleſh, and other Abomi- 
nable Food , with as little Detriment to our 
Souls, as on the Fleſh of Lambs, or other 
clean Creatures allow'd by the Law of Gea. 


How 
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How can this hang together , or be credi- 
ted by any Rational Man ? *Tis no wonder 
there are ſo many Libertines and Atheiſts in 
the VVorld, when they find Chriſtianity to 
be a mere Heap of palpable Contradictions. 

To this thou wilt anſfiver, according to 
the common Rule of Divines, That during 
the Primitive Times, the Apoſtles and al 
other Chriſtians obſerv'd the Law of Moſes, 
for fear of giving Scandal to the Jews, of 
whom great Numbers were converted to 
the Chr:/tian Faith, when they - ſaw that 
the Followers of Teſs did not deviate from 
the Inſtitutions of the Seniors, the Statutes 
of the Hoſe of Facob: But that afterwards, 
when the Go/pel was preach'd far and wide 
on the Face of the Earth, and that many of 
the Gentile Nations were brought over to 
the Charch; it was no neue neceflary, for 
the ſake of ſo Contemptible a People as the 
Jews, to ſcandalize all the Reſt of the 
World, and impoſe on them a Yoke which 
they were not accuſtom'd to bear, and 
which wou'd tempt them to ſhake oft 
Chriſtianity 16 ſelf, rather than ſubmit to 
ſo Intolerable a Burden; Therefore the 
Chatch, to facilitate as much as. in her lay, 
the Converſion of the Roman Empire, which 
then extended it (elf over the Greateſt Part of 
the Earth ; accommodated her Injunctions, 
Precepts, Manners, and Ceremonies of Re- 
ligion, to the preſent Humour and Mode of 
thoſe Times, And whereas the Gentiles yo 
0 
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of all Meats Indiffterently ; ſo they were 
taught, that this was agreeable to the V ill 
of our Lord Jeſus, who came to reſcue Men- 
from the Slavery.and Bondage of  Ae/aich 
Super ſtitions, 

By the very ſame Rule,they.introduc'd the 
Uſe of Images and Pidtares in their Churches : 
And the Veſtmexsts of the Prieſts, the Orna- * 
ments of -the Altar, the Tapers, Lamps, In 
cenſe, Flower-Pots, and other Religious Gay- 
eties; were faſhion'd according to the Pat- 
terns they receiv'd from the Prieſts of Pups 
ter , Apollo, Venus, Diana, and the relt of ' 
the Heathen Deitics, Hence the Feſtivals of 
the Gods and Goddeſſes, were turn'd to Holy- 
days of Saints; and Temples before Conle. 


crated to the Sun, Moon and Stars, were a- 


freſh Dedicated to the Apo/tles and Martyr. 
Thus the very Pantheon it ſelf in Rome, or 
Temple of All the Goas, in Procefs of Time, , 
by an Eccleſraſtick Dexterity, was Converted 
to the Church of All-Saints.' In a word; 
Chriſtianity in all Things ſeem d - no- other 
than Geati/i/m.17) Diſguiſe, And it muſt be 
thought a Pore. Fraxd, thus to wheedle (v 
many Millions of Sinners into the Boſom of 
the Ch-ch, whether rhey wou'd or no, 

Ob ! Father 97!//zm, doit thou not bluſh 
at th-ie Trivial Excules, for the manifeſt 
Violation of the Laws of God 2 Can Man 
be wilcr than the Omnipotent ? Or will he 
pr-ſume co correct the Ways of Hin that is 
Perfelt in Knowledge ? Is the True Religion to 
be. propagated . by unitating the Idolatrous 

Rites 


_ eo MR DV 2a as _ * . 


i 


5” 


SS Bl, 


. F 


oe oa cm CD 


Vol.VII. 4 Spyat PARIS. 3ox 


Rites of Infidels? Orby proſtituting the Sa- 
cred Injunttions of Heaven, to the Caprices 
of Humane Policy? Did ever any wiſe Law- 
giver condeſcend to alter and new-model his 
Laws, to humoura peeviſh captious Subject ? 
VVou'd he add or diminiſh any Thing for 
. the Sake of gaining a Faction or Party ? 


,*] And can we think, that God ever defign'd, or 


{ 


can be pleas'd to have his Divine Laws gar- 
bld and mix'd. with profane [ndalgences , 
Diſpenſations and Amendments of Afortals ? 


| i if he had been Ignorant what he did, 


when he divulg'd his Starztes, and wanted 
the Counſel of his Creatwres to help him out 
at a dead Lift, . - 

Was that Tenderneſs to be only ſhew'd to 
the Fews for a Time 2 And were they for e- 
ver afterwards to be ſcandalizd ? In vaia 
do's the Chxrch daily pray for the Converfion 
of that People, whilſt by her Doctrines and 
daily PraGtices, ſhe hardens them more in 
their Infidelity The Ethiopian Charch is a 
tanding Witneſs againſt. her to this Day, 
where the Chriſtians from all Antiquity , e- 
ven from the Times of the Apoſtles, have 
kept that Part of the Law of Moſes, which 
relates ro Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, and 
preſcribes the Choice we are to make of 
Meats allow'd to be Eaten, forbidding thoſe 
that are Execrable, and an Abomination, 
Hence it 1s, that there are more Jews Con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Belief in that Country, 
than in any other Part of the World beſide. 


It 
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It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the 
wrong End, thus to neglect the Salvarion of 
the Jews, our Elder Brethren, from: whom 
we receiv'd the Oracles of Ga, and run to 
profelyte the Gentiles by ſuch prepoſterous 
Methods; as render'd 1s in a manner as much 
Their Converts, as them Ours : fince we 
ſhuM'd our Religions together at Random, 
and made a Lottery, of Divine and Humane 
Inſtitutions -3 exchanging one Species of $#- 
perſtition and 1avlatry for another ; bartering 
Tuputer for Peter; and Mars for Paul; Venw 
and her C#pid, for the Virgin Mary, and her 
Child Je/as:: A God for an doſe: and a 
Demy-God for a Martyr : Whilſt the Law it 
ſelf, which is the Foundation and Main 
Prop of 7r#e Religion, lies neglected. and 
trampled under Foot. 

The Chriſtians of the Eaſt, ſeem more 
Excufable than we : For, tho' they are not 
fo punctual in obſerving all the Niceries of 
Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, Meats and 
Drinks, 8c. as thoſe of Ethiopia : yet they 
wall not taſte of Blosd, or any Thing Stran- 
gd, And their Eccleſuſticks abſtain from 
all Manner of Fl, during the whole 
Courſe of their Lives, They. obſerve alſo 
many Parificatioas, and: wholeſome Rules 
of Life, Whereas we of the Latin Church, 


wallow in all Manner of Filthinefs like | 


Swine, and bleſs our ſelves, as if we were 
the Only True Catholicks, the Elett of Goa, 


in the High Road to Heaven, Iam at a Lofs, 


what, to think of theſe Things, Neither 


call 
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an I ever hope to ſee the Jews converted, 
ell theſe Offences are remov d. 

There 1s a Rumour ſpread up and down, 
of the Vandring Few, I ſuppoſe thou haſt 
heard of ſuch a Man. He is now at Aſtra- 
can, and Preaches every where that - there 
will be a Reformation of Chriſtianity, after 
the Year 1700. That theJews ſhall be Conver- 
ted , and all this to be perform'd by the Ad- 
miral Gifts of an ' Exgli/þ Man, who ſhall 
reſtore Truth to its Primitive Luſtre and 
Integrity. They fay, He will cauſe the 
Images and, Piftures to be utterly deſtroy'd, 
and the Law of Moſes to be kept, fo far as 
relates to Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, &c. 
That in his Days, the Temple of Solomon, 
ſhall be rebuilt, and the World ſhall put on 
a new Face. 

Father William, T wou'd not have thee de- 
ſpiſe theſe Things, fince they have been long 

retold by Joachim the Abbot, by St. detho- 
dins, by Noſtredamus the French Prophet, 
and by many other Eminent Perſons, whoſe 
Writings are extant, and many of their 
Predittions are already come to paſs. The 
Roman Charch manifeſtly ſtands in Need of 
a Reformation : And fince the Governours 
of it cannot be prevail d on to ſet their 
Hands to ſo Pious a Work, we know not 
but God may effect it by the means of a 
Stranger, ſome Obſcure Perſon at preſent, 
but whoſe Light may ſhine hereafter 
through all Generations, 


Father 
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Father William, thou wilt pardon the Lj- 
berty I take indiſcourſing about theſe Things, 
and remember, that 'tis a Work of Charity 
to bear with the Impertinencies of others, 
However, I thank God I'm out of the Pr. 
lieu of the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 10th. oor, 
of the Tear, 1672, 


LETTER IX. 


To Codarafrad Cheik, « Man of 
On the Law. 


rome a Kinſman by Bhd, reſiding at 
Aſtracan, in "the Parts of Afoſcovy, His 
Name is J/of, a Man of an ardent Spirit, 
and active Wit; a great Traveller, and one 
who makes good that Character by the ſolid 
Remarks he has made on the moſt Impor- 
tant Things in his Way through Afia, Africk, 
and Exrope, For he 15-not in the Number of 
thoſle who come home from Foreign Coun- 
rs, only laden with Vanities and- Tri- 

es. | 

From him I receive frequent Diſpatcher, 
fince his being ſetled ar Afracarn, in Quality 
of a Aerchant; where he ifiproves his 


cent 


Eſtate to great Advantage, enjoys the Inno- 


- 
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cent Pleaſures of Human Lite, without ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be tainted with the Vices 
which are unprofitable, troubleſome, and 
bring Scandal to a Man's Reputation. For 
ſome Vices, thou know '{t, pals into the Pre- 
dicament of Vertues, when Intereſt 'or Ne- 
ceſity give an Indulgence. 

There is a mutual Intercourſe between my 
Couſin and me: And among other Letters 
which he-ſends me, I receiv'd one lately ; 
wherein he informs me, that he whom they 
call the Fardring Few, of whom I made 
mention formerly in one of my Diſpatehes 
to the Sublime Port, is now. at Aſtracan ; 
That he preaches openly in the AZarkets, and 
at the Bowrſe or Exchange ; net refuling 
private Converſation with any that defire 
It, : 
There is a great Conflux of People from 


all Nations, and of .all Religions to that 


City. He carries himſelf with an equal In- 
Gfterence to every various Sect, and they 
all feem mightily taken witlthis Doctrines. 


"The Chief Thing he aims ar i. all his Dif- 
"courſes, is, That there will e'er long be-an 


Univerſal Change of Religion over all the 
Earth; and that every Natzon on the Globe 
ſhall worſhip Oze Ged, obey the Law of 
Teſas the Sin of Mary, and embrace One 
Faith. When he inſiſts on this, he ſeems 
to be void of alt Doubts and Hefitations ; 
ſpeaks Magiſterially, .hke a Prophet, who 
has receiv'd a ſure and certain Revelation of 
the Thing he foretells. But when any 

| Diſpute 
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Diſpute with him, not in a Spirit of Cap- 
tiouſneſs, but to fift the Truth ; he freely 
condeſcends to anſwer all their Objections 
with ſolid Reaſons, and to convince them 
by their own Principles, that it: muſt be 
0. 

He ſays, That about the Year 1700 of 
the C; Iwitizms Hegira, the Invincible Oſmans 
ſhall break down the Fences of Exrope, and 
ſhall overflow all Chriſtendom like a migh- 
ty Torrent, that has over-top'd its Banks, 
In thoſe Days there ſhall be great Deſolation 
in Hungary, Poland, Germany, France, and 
other Regions of the Fe/?. Only Denmark , 
Sweden, Muſcovy, and other Countries of 
the North remain untouch'd,. But 
above all other Nations, he ſays, ial will 
be made a perfect Wilderneſs, her Cities 
laid in Aſhes, her Immenſe Wealth plun- 
-der'd and carried away by the yin 
Arabians and Twrks; who will ſpare neither 
Age nor Sex, putting all to the Sword, eſpe- 
cially the Ecc aſtichs, none of which ſhall 
eſcape the Publick Vengeance, ſave Three 
Cardinals, fincere and Holy Perſons, who 
ſhall fly into England for Sanctuary by the 
' way of the Sea, 

That Iſland, he fays, ſhall become the 
Refuge of all ſuch who can eſcape the Cala- 
mities involving the adjacent Countries. 
Thither they ſhall flock with their Wives 
and Children and all their Wealth, when 
they ſhall hear of the approaching Terrors 5 
the preſent Devaſtation of ray, and the 
| Univerſal 
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Univerſal Conqueſts of the O/mans, The 
King of the Country ſhall receive thoſe 
diftreſs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and 
hall aſſign 'them certain Portions of Land, 
where they may build Houſes and Habita- 
tions for themſelves and their Families ; 
there being Abundance of waſte Ground in 
that Iſland, which they may manure and 
improve to their Own and the Publick Ad- 
vantage. 

After this, fays he, ſhall ariſe a certain 
Man in E»g/and from his Obſcure Center ; a 
Perſon fill d with all Manner of Divine 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, endu'd 'with the 
Spirit of Prophecy, of a Graceful Aſpe&t, 
and Elegant Speech, of a Compos'd Gravi- 
ty, and Calm Addreſs, a Man Mild, Inno- 
cent, Temperate, Chaſte and Merciful above 
the Reſt of Humane Race, People ſhall 
let their Eyes fall on the Ground, when they 
meet him in the Streets, even before they 
know what he 1s; overcome by the Luſtre 
of Modeſty, Grace and Vertue which ſhines 
in his Countenance. A Perſon highly belo- 
ved of Ged and Afar. -Þ 

This Man ſhall meet the Three Fugitive 
Cardinals in an Hour of Deſtiny. Then 
that which lay long ſmothering, ſhall ſud- 
denly burſt forth into a Flame. The Light 
of God ſhall be diffus'd through his Soul ; 
his Heart ſhall be like a Lamp, and his 
Tongue ſhall utter marvellous Things. 
When he opens his Mouth in divulging the 


Myſteries of Goa, his Words ſhall be _ 
Tae 
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the Sparks of an Eternal Fire, kindling 
Flames of Love in the Breaſts of the Hear- 
ers. The Cardinals ſhall riſe from their 
Places and run to embrace him. A Coun- 
cil of the Chief Biſhops and Prieſts of the 
Land ſhall be aflembled by the King's Or- 
der, where the Three Caraz:nals allo ſhall be 
preſent; and after mature Deliberation, 
with Unanimous Conſent, they ſhall call for 
the Holy Oyl of Conſecration, and ſhall 
anoint him : They ſhall proclaim him the 
Great Father, and Patriarch of the Faithfal; 
The Direftcr -of fuch as would go to Para- 
aiſe, 
He ſhall ſhew'them a new Pattern of the 

Law of eſs the 8on of ary ; or rather 

the Old and True One, freed from the 

Corruptions and Errors which have been 
ſuperinduc'd for many Ages. Their Hearts 

ſhall yield as to an Oracle, and the King of 
the Country ſhall approve of their Council, 

So ſhall all thoſe of the Noble and the Vul- 

gar, whoſe good Fate is written in their 

Foreheads.- As for the Reſt, they thall re- 

main in their Increqulity. 

This Holy Perſon ſhall reform the Er- 
rors of all the Chriſtian: Churches, utterly 
aboliſh the Uſe of Images and Pictures, con- 
vince the Jews of their Infidelity, and chaſe 
away the Darkneſs of Superſtition from 
Earth. He ſhall argue with Reaſons ſo for- 
Cible and cogent, ſo clear and demonſtra- 
tive, that none but the- wilfully obſtinate, 
il refiſt the Truth which he divulges, or 
oppals 
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oppoſe-his Authentick Miſſions, Thouſands 
ſhall be converted by the Dint of his Word, 
and Ten Thouſands by his Exemplary Life. 
For he ſhall go up -and - down preaching and 
doing Good Works throughout Great Bri- 
tain, till the Number of his Profelytes is 
complete. Then he ſhall fend Apoſt/es and 
Meſſengers into Sweaeland, Denmark , Meſ- 
covy, and other Parts of .Exrepe, who ſhall 
likewiſe convert an Innumerable Multitude 
to his Law. Foreign Princes ſhall ſend 
their Embaſſadors to the King of Great 
Britain and to him ; for he ſhall be at the 
King's Right Hand. They ſhall enter into 
Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chriſtian 
Princes fhall be at Unity. Mighty Armies 
ſhall be-rais'd in the North, who ſhall come 
down and give new Courage to the oppreſs'd 
Naxzarenes of the Weſt. They ſhall alltake 
up Arms, and chaſe the Qſmans back again 
to-their own Country, recovering the Wealth 
which they hadtaken from them. 

. After chis. by -an Univerſal Agreement 
. of the Chriſtians,. this: Holy Perſon ſhall be 
_— the Great Ly wy 'of =_ /"j-ear 
A 1gious: Army 1 gather d toges 
2s of all the Chriſtian Nations,, to 
condu& him to the Holy Land, and-to-crown 
him in Jersſalem. They ſhall- yanquiſh 
and exterminate the Oſmans out of Paleſtine 
and all the, adjacerit Regioha, - Then ſhall 
Feruſalem be re-built -Glorioully, - the 
Temple of Solomon with Saphires and Eme- 
zanldas, Thit City _ be the Seat of the 


Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian Mefti's, this New Patriareh, and 
his Sacceſſors, to the Day of Doom. Then 
ſhall the Eyes of the Jews be open'd : They 
ſhall acknowledge Je/#s the Son of 4ar 
to be the True Meſſtas, whom they have (o 
frequently Curſed, - In a word, hefays, Both 
Fews and Gentiles, People of all Nations, 
ſhall reſort to Jeraſalem, or fend thither 
their. Gifts and Preſents, It: ſhall become 


_ the Miſtreſs of the whole Earth. 


Sage Cheik ; This is the Subſtance of what 
my Coulin: 1/oxf acquaints' me with concern- 
ing the Wandring Jew, and his New Do- 
&trines. The Cenſure of which I leave to 
thee, who haſt a diſcerning Spirit, and art 
able ,to diſtinguiſh. \'Truth | from an In- 
poſture. ++ God only knoivs: what is hid in 


_ the Womb of  Farxrity. . Every Ages prep- 


nant and brings forth ſtrange Events. Yet 
when 'tis.over, all ſounds hke a Dream. The 
World it ſelf is no better; and I that write 
this, am but methinks the Shadow of a 
Viſion oe Trance.” I hardly know whether 


I'm alkepor awake whilſt my Pen ſeems to. 


move. | 'Therefore, it: being very late, 1 hy 
zt afide,.and bid thee adieu : Praying that 
thou and I may have the Happineſs, even 
in this Life, to taſte the Sweet Shumbers 
of Paradiſe. | 


Paris, 5th, of the 12th, Xfoon, ; 
of.1he Tear. 1672. |: | Fn 
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LEFTER XI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary- of the -Ottoman 
Empire.” ' _ 


Think all the ſenſible World are inqui- 
firiveinto the Life of Carainal Richliex, 
He was. the. Pole-Star of Stateſmen, whilſt 
living 3 and: now he i8*dead, his Ademoirs 
and. Adaxims ſerve as a Chart and Compaſs, 
by which, the: Politicians: ſteer their Courſe, 
to avoid: the Rocks and Shelves which threa- 
ten.a Kingdom, or Commonwealth, both in 
ne Tempeſts of; War, and the Serene Calms 
0 


- © EACE, ©) ! X . 

Thotn haſt formerly rec&iv'd ſome Re- 

| | marks from me on the -Life of this Great + 

* | Miniſter: Yet Iam not furpriz'd at the-Con- 

). | tents.of thy laſt Di/pateh,, which require'-a 

? | farther | Account of him. No body: can 

t | know.too much of -4: Man who was the M's © 

v | ade of his Time;::and not -only ſtartled 

$ | the wiſeſt of his Comremporaries, by his Pro- 

digious Actions ; but. has puzzld all rhat 

+ [ſurvive him, to trace his Footſteps. +, |, 

{ | Uhdoubredly, France owes ta:his Con- 

'. [duRt, all her preſent Grandevr,, with the 

: {Hopes ſhe has of encreafing it. To- him 

R Hhe is indebted for = Conqueſts in Flaz- _ y * 
2 


aeri,” + 


bens Politicks, Lewss XIV, is become the 
-moſt Abſolute Afharch in C hriſtendmn, 


- he runs them down-with the Force of War, 


-ens, and Perſonal Frailties.' He ferv'd his 
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aers, Sicily, Catalonia, Piedmont, and the 
German . Frontiers. "Twas He firſt taught 
Her the complete Way to Humble Her Inſo- 
lent Neighbours, and to ſuppreſs her Re- 
bellious Domeſticks. He much abated the 
troubleſome Weight of a- Cromw, and made 


' it. fit Lighter on the Head of Lewis XIII, 


Whilſt Cardinal Mazarini, his Succeſſor 


'in the Prime ear fe acting by the ſame 
-Principles, render: 
. preſent King, as the Grand Signior's Turbant, 


1t as ſoft and eaſie to the 


In a Word, through' the Efficaey- of Rich- 


Foy he either undermines, or over-reaches 
bis Enemies, by ſpecious Treaties of Peace, 
. where he is ſure to have the better on't; or 


To conclude, he has a leng- Head, and 4 
longer Sword, which all will confeſs that 
Have to'do with him.” And- this" is the pure | - 
"Reſult 6f Richlien's Memoirs. | 

- :Yet after all, that ILni/ter had his blind 


; fide «too, :as well as other Mortals:\/ Publick | | 


-Vertyes, -and Private Vicesz State-Perfetti- 


Maſter, with -a .Zeal and Fidelity,: with'4 
Wiſdom and Courage , difficult: -to be 
. march'd ; but he ſerv'd himſelf after the 
:Commoen ; Manner of .Men, ' Hei-indulge 
+his Fayourtte-Paſſtons, \which were Love, 
Jaaloubie, andRevenge, > i '. 1. 
ets. \ 292 07:iau The 
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There 1s a Letter of- mine Regiſter'd in 
the Archives of the Sacred Port; wherein 
I mention'd a Particuhr Amour of this 
Great Prelate, Beſides that, he had ſeveral 
Intrigues with the Dutcheſs of El/vexf , 
the Counteſs of S$o:{ſons, and other Ladies 
of Prime Quality, Nay, there are | not 
wanting ſuch as confidently report, That 
he had Two Children by one of his own 
Nieces. And Verſes were ſpread aboug on 
that Subject. | 

As he cheriſh'd this ſoft Inclination' to 
Women, ſo he was naturally Jealous of all 
Rivals, whether of his Love or Intereſt, 
He would never ſuffer any- Man to live, 
whom he once ſuſpected to be in a Capacity, 
and to make the ſmalleſt Advances tothwart 
his Deſigns. : 

For this Reaſon, he gave the moſt Con- 
ſiderable Military Offices, both by Sea and 
Land, to 'Ecclefiaſticks who depended on 
him : Which occaſion'd a certain Waggiſh 
Peet, tO paſs this Jeſt on the Publick Admis 
niſtration : 


Un Archevique eſt- Admiral, 

Us Gros Eveque eſt Corporal, 

Un Prelat Preſideat aux Frontierec, 
Un Autre a des Troupes guerrieres, 
Un Capuchin penſe au Combat, 
Un Cardinal a aes Soldat, 

Un autre eſt Generaliſſime ;; 
France je croy qu icy bas, 


P.3 
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Ton Egliſe fs Magnanime, 
Ailite & ne triomphe pas, 


Reflefting hereby , on the Archbiſhop of 
Bordeaux, the Biſhop of Chartres, the Bi- 
ſhop of Nantes, the Biſhop of anae, Fa- 
- ther Joſeph, a Friar, Cardinal de Valetre, 

and Coldnu Richlien; theſe being the Chief 
Commanders of the Land and Sea For- 
C28. | 

{t will make thee ſmile, perhaps, to read 
an Epitaph that was -made on that Father 
Tofeph above-namied ; who being eſteem'd a 
very Infamous Man, and lying interr'd in 
the ſame Tomb with another Friar named 
Father Angel, provok'd ſome Satytical Wit, 
to put this Sarcaſm on him : | 

k 


Paſſant, neFt ce pas choſe ttrange, 
De voir un Diable aupres d'un Ange ? 


I believe Father Joſeph was the worſe be- 
lov'd for being Cardinal Richlien's Confeſſor, 
It was obſervd- that he dyed ſuddenly, 
without Confeſſing himſelf, which occafion'd 
another Epitaph to be made on him : 


Sons ce Tombean git un bon Pere, 
Qui ext tant de Diſcretion, 
Que ponr tre bon Secretaire, 


H monrut ſans Confeſſion, 


Every 
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Every body ſuſpected the Cardinal had a 
Hand in his precipitate Death, to prevent 
his telling of Tales : For he knew all his Se- 
crets :: And the Cardinal was known' to: be 
with him when he dyed. It: was during the 
Siege of Briſac, a City on the Rhive, which 
was then upon the Point of ſurrendring to 
the Freach : And the. News coming ro the 
Cardinal, juſt as Father Foſeph was ins his 
laſt Agonies, he came to his Bed-fide, and 
laying his Mouth cloſe. to the poor Friar's 
Ear, cryed out as loud as he could, Come + 
rage, Comrdge, mon Pere, Nous avons pris 
Briſac. A ſtrange Cordial for a dying 
Man, and ſome. body made theſe Vertes 
on It : | 
Tre Cucullati, vobrs ſs Parpura riaet, 
Fungitur Inferni Munere Pontificts, 


There 1s another Inſtance of the Cardi- 
vals Revengefull Temper and his Cruelty. 
One Day the Duke of Orleans, who hated 
him morially, went to his Palace, . under 
Pretence of giving him a Viſit, but really 
with a Deſign to Stab him. However, as 
ſoon-as he came into the Cardinal's Prelence, 
his Noſe” fell a-Bleeding. Which appearing 
to him as an, Ominous Preſage of what he 
was going about, he was ſtruck with ſome 
Remorle ; and frankly confefling his Deſign 
to the Cardinal, begg'd his Pardon. That 
cunning Miniſter diſſembl'd his Reſentments, 
knowing the Duke was not a Man of Refo- 
'P4 lution 
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lution enough to undertake fo bold an Acti- 
6n, unleſs he had been extremely animated 
by ſome body near him; he preſently-refte- 
fted on Monſieur Paylazrent, the Duke's 
Chief Favourite, Immediately he decreed 
his Ruine ; atid to effect it with more Eaſe, 
he pretended an extraordinary Friendſhip to 
him, offering him one of his Nieces in Mar- . 
riage. AMonſienr Prylaurent who ſuſpected 
not the Train which was laid for him, em- 
brac'd the Propoſal with much Joy, as ho- 
ping thereby to raiſe and eſtabliſh his For- 
tune under the Protection of his Potent Un- 
cle. In fine, he marry d the Carainal's 
Niece, but liv'd not to enjoy her ; for on the 
very Nuptial Day, the. Cararnal caufed him 
to be arreſted and ſent Priſoner to the Ba- 
ftile ; where he was poiſoned by a Friar, in 
a Glaſs of Wine. As ſoon. as he had ſwal- 
low'd the Fatal Potion, the Friar told him, 
It was neceflary for him to confeſs his Sins 
that very Moment, in regard he had but a 
few Minutes to. live. fonſienur Pauylanrent 
threw the Glaſs at the Friar's Head, givin 
him Two or Three ſwinging Curſes, an 
then fell on his Knees, to Confeſſion ; which 
being perform'd, he expir'd. | 
Sometimes the Cardinal was very f{ingular 
and Ingenious in the, Execution of his Re- 
venge, as if he endeavour'd to perſwade the 
World, That he fulfill d the Law of the 
Tali, which requires an Eye for an Eye, 
and puniſhes by an exaCt Kind of Propor- 
tin, As it happen'd in the Caſe of the 
| Dukes 
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Dukes of Gzize, Montmorency, and Mon- 
fieur. de Baſſowmpierre. Theſe were the Heads 
of 'a 'Faction' Which diametrically oppos'd 
the Cardinal and his Party. He was the 
Grand Eye-Iore,*the Chief Obſtacle of their 
Deſign'd Prevalence at the Corrt. Where- 
fore if they cou'd but once remove him out 
of the VVay, they thought themſelves fare 
of the King's Ear in all Things. To effect 
this,” they conſulted together, how to'diſpoſe 
of him. ' The Duke of Gxize was,of Opi- 
nion; he ſhould not be kill'd, in regard he 


was'a Prince of the Holy Church, but that 


he ſhould be ſent to Rome, there to attend 
the proper Aﬀairs of his £ccleſraſtich Fun- 
Ction, among the Reſt of his purp!'d Bre- 
thren. The Duke of MAfoutmorency was 
clearly for taking off his Head. But Mon- 
fieur de Baſſomprerre was againſt both theſe 
Methods : For, ſaid he, if he be ſent to 
Rome, he will be always plotting of Miſchief 
againſt us, And'it would be an Eternal Ble- 
miſh to France, if the Purple: of the Holy 
Church ſhould be ſtain'd wit —_ Let us 
ſend him cloſe Priſoner to the Baſtile, where 
he may ſpend the Remainder of his Days in 
writing Learned Books. 

The Cardinal who had his Agents buſte 
about in all Parts, ſoon was inform'd of this 


Conſult: and he retaliated every Man's Sen- - 


rence upon its ownAuthor, For he baniſh'd 
the Duke of Gxize, confining him to Rowe, 


He beheaded the Duke of Afonimorency ; 
Px : and 
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and impriſon'd Monſieur de Baſſomprerre in 
the Baſile, where he lay till the Cardinals 
Death. K- | Fo 

I could inſert a great many more Remarks 
concerning Carainal Richlien, But I am 
afraid of offending by Tediouſneſs. If thou 
commandeſt me, another Letter ſhall pre- 
ſent thee with more Varieties. | 
| In themean Time with humbleſt Obeyſance 
and*.Reſpect I defift, and take my Conge 
| wiſhing*thee a long Life on Earth, full o 
Honour ;and a Fame without Blemiſh when 
thou art tranſlated to Heaver, 


Paris, 15th. of the 1ſt, Ifoon, 
of the Year 1673, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Muſu Abwl Yahyan, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy «t Fez. 


I» haſt laid a Grand Obligation on 
me by thy laſt Diſpatch, whoſe Lear- 
ned Contents have open'd my Eyes ; or ra- 
ther drawn back the Veil which cover'd the 
Interiours of Africk, from the View of 
Strangers. Now I ſtand as it were on the - 
Top of a high Mountain, from whence I 
take a clear Profpe&t of thoſe fair Regions, 
Inhabited by Blacks. I ſurvey the Paradiſcs 
of the Torr:1d Zone, a moſt fertile and popu- 
lons Climate ; thor blind 4»riquity could not 
diſcern a Blade of Graſs growing there, 
"nor any of Humane Race fetching their 
Breath, R 

My Mind revels in perfect Voluptuout- 
neſs, and all the Faculties of my $x/ ban- 
quet on the Contemplation. of that moſt 
Dele&table Precinct of the World. Oh 4- 
frick! Thou may/& be call'd the Bazar or 
- Mercat, where Nature exhibits all her choi- 
ceſt Wonders. Thy Mountains are Higher 
than the Clouds; their Tops are Inacceſſivle, 
They approach the Borders. of Paraai/e. 
On them fall rhe Rivers of, Ede in mighty. 
Catarafts. The Noiſe of the Precipitate 
Waters is heard afar off, like the Sound of 
| os OY Remote 
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Remote Thunders. It deafens the Ears, 
and aſtoniſhes the Minds of Mortals, The 
Ambitious undergrowing Rocks, are proud 
of -the Glorious Caſcade; and envy- thoſe 
that ſhoot up above 'em which receive the 
Sacred Flood at the Firſt Hand, from the 
very Wings of Gabriel. 

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath , 
and are Yearly impregnated by the Heavenly 
Deluge. The- grateful Fields and Plains in 
humble - 27mg; 5—t make their Re- 
turns of - Corn an 
The Marſhes of Egypt, are as the Gardens of 
Aſia ; the Banks of the N:te, as the Fenced 
Seminaries of Babylon, fragrant and a- 
bounding in all Sorts of Vegetable Delica» 
Cies. 

' My Heart is raviſh'd with the Speculation 
\ of theſe Things I am full as the Ion, and 
cannot utter my Sentiments in Order, Vi- 


fions of «Ethiopia, Marocco, Fez, and the- 


Land of Archers invade my Eyes. I behold 
the Beautiful Provinces of the South in a 
France : I ſtand gazing. in Ecſtaſy on the 
ſhady Groves of ' Benin and Arder, the 
Haunts of lovely Demos, the Genij of the 
Upper Element > who. daily deſcend. to 


thoſe Refreſhing "Solitades, and converſe: 


with their Younger Brethren , Incarnare 
Mortal Dams, the Sons of Men, 


I conſidet 


| Fruits .in due Seaſon, 


mt pd 7 


— 
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I conſider with Admiration the 24onfers 
of Africk,, the. Creatures of the Sun and 
Slime. . Wath Contemplative Horror, I draw: 
near the Dens- of Dragons; the. Purlieu of 
Crocodiles, and other Amphibious Ani-. 
mals, which lurk among the Reeds of Ni/e 
and Niger, to trapan. with feigned Cries 
th Unwary Traveller... > +. ©. 

In fine, I am mov'd with ſuperlative De- 
votion and Joy, when I peruſe thy accurate 
Deſcription- of - the Principal Moſt at Fez; 
Methinks {I ſee the. Stupendous Fabrick 
making its .lofry Advances toward Heavey, 
My Eyes revere the Holy and Magnifick 
Strufture , on - the out-hde adorn'd with 
ſtately Towers -and Minarets, and covering 
Fifteen Hundred Paces in its Circuit, But 
,when my Phanſte enters in by: any of the 
One and Thirty Gates. by Night, I'm dazl'd 
with the Inſupportable Splendor of. ſo man 
Thouſand Lamps, as burn within that mol 
Iluſtrious Temple. I admire with propor-. 
tionate Veneration, the CharaGter thou giveſt 
of all the other Magnificences in that Anti- 
ent and Noble City ; with whatſoever elſe 
thou. fay'ſ of the whole Kngdow, and the 
' Adjacent Regions, 4g 

In Anfiver to thy Requeſt, I will in ano- 
ther Letter ſend thee a ſhort Pourtraicture 
. and Hiſtory-.of Conſtantinople ; but now I 
am interrupted by Company. Belides, my 
Letter would be too long. Kee 

I beſeech thee to-cheriſh that Friendſhip 
which thou haſt hitherto ſhew'd me ; _ 

: er 
© 


= 
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kt me have the Honour of thy frequent 
Converſation by Letters. For tho' I live 
in a Populons City, yet my Life ſeems like 
that of an Ow! 'or a Pelican of the Deſar, 
extream Solitary and Dejected. 


Paris, 19th. of the 3d. Moor, 
of the Tear, 1673: 


L 


| LETTER XV. 
\ To the [ame. 


Uch is the Zeal I have to demonſtrate 
how highly I value-thy Friendſhip,that 
would not ſuffer-this Po to eſcape without 
atifying thy ExpeCtations. I juſt now 
Tilenifs'4 my Company, and having Time 
enough, will entertain thee with an Abſtra&t 
of _ I know to be moft' Remarkable 
in the State of Coyftantinep!e, both at preſent 
and in Ancient Times. - | 
In the firſt Place, it will be convenient 
for thee to know, That this City was for- 
merly call d Byzantium,from one Byzas, Ai- 
mzral of the Spartay Fleet, under Paxſanias * 
the King of Sparta, who laid the Firſt | 
Foundations of it. The Story is this ; | 


In 
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In Old Time the Grecians having a Mind 


© to build a New City in ſome Part of Thrace, 


and being at' Odds about the Choice of a 
Spot of _ wm rring or ſo _ _—_ Im- 
portant an ng, they at laſt agreed 
to- confult the Oracle b Aon... They did 
fo, and were anſwer'd, That they ſhould lay 
the Foundations of the City, right over-againſ# 
the Blind Men : For fo the Inhabitants of 
Chalcedon were call'd, becauſe when they 
were upon the fame Defign of founding a 
New City, they could not diſcern between 
the Fertility of the Soil on that ſide the Pro- 
pontis, where Conſtantinople now ſtands ; 
and the Barrenneſs and Defart State of the 
Cromng where they built, on the other 

Sites 
Panſanias therefore buſying his Mind about 
theſe Things, and pitching right upon the 
Sence of the Oracle, causd the Foundations 
of the City to be laid exaCtly over againſt 
Chalcedon : And when it was finiſh'd it was 
call'd Byzantinm, as I have faid, from 
Byz4s who had the Overſight of the Work. 

It yy wt this "par _ Years and 
Apes, flouriſhing m a high Degree am 
= other Cities of Greece and Thrace, be: 
ing eſteem'd the Gate of Exrope and Afia, 
by which the Mutual Commerce of both. 
thoſe Quartersof the Earth was interchange- 
ably held up. | 

But after the Days of the A/e/tas, there 
aroſe an Emperoxr of Reme, whoſe Name was 
Conſtantine, This Prince,'as 'tis Recorded 


in Romas Hiſtories, ſaw a. F:/iou in; the Air 
when he was at the Head of his Army mar. 
ching - againſt . Licinizs, and preparing to. 
give Battle. . He and all his Soldiers beheld 
the. Figure of a Croſs; with. theſe Words 
plainly engraven. in the Firmament : hoc 
S1g10 VIWCES, Conſtantiic took this for a 
Good Omen, and cansd 4 Standard:of Silver 
to be .made- exactly after the lame. Form: 
To which he appointed Fifty Standard. 
Bearers, to carry 1t by Turns, and to guard 
it: For it 'was exceeding Rich, being em- 
boſs'd all oer . with Rubies, Diamonds, 
Pearls, and other precious. Jewels. of the 
- Oriezt... He . built a Pavilion alſo for the 
Glorious Idol ; and- being. inſtructed. in the 
Chriſtian Law by Enſebius Pamphilas, and 


other Learned Allah's, he was at laſt Bap-: 


tized by Silveſter OL - Tak 
This Great. Monarch, as. the Story goes, 
bemg very Pious, and having conceivd a 
profound: Veneration for . Pope Silveſter, left 
him the Domiuion of . Rome, and a great 
+ Part of Zaly, whilſt he remov'd the "} - 
rial Court to the Ea#F, and took up his Re- 
fidence at By3zantizm, which he augmented 
with Innumerable .{tately.Edifices ; ſtrivin 
if potlible, to equal it. with the Majeſty an 


Grandeur. of Rome, . He colletted whatſo- | 


ever was - Precious and Beautiful in. all the 
Eaſt, to adorn the City withal : Witneſs 
the Palaces of Superb Architefture_. the 
Admicable Height and Form of Diverſe 
Obelisks:and Pillars, all made of Marble, 
Porphyry; 
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Porphyry, or Jaſper. Not to inſiſt on the 
Prodigious Strength and Firmneſs of the- 
Walls, the Coſtly Aqueducts, with other' 
Serviceable Things. At laſt, that he might 
conſecrate himſelf to Immortal Renown, he 
call'd this City by his own Name,Conftantino- 
ple, or, the City of Conſtantine : By which 
Name it is known even to this Day. It 
. was alſo called New Rome, after it once be- 
came the Seat of the Chriſtian Emperonrs : 
In whoſe Poſſeſſion it remain'd, tiH it was- 
taken by dahomet II. Invincible Emperony” 
of the Ottomans, in the Year 145 3. accore 
ding -to the Epocha of the Nazarenes ; ot 
the Third Day of the Week which they call 
Pentecoſte. | 

It had been a Grand Neglect and Over- 
fight in any Prince fo Potent and Politick as 
Mahomet was, to ſuffer ſuch an Opportuni= 
ty to eſcape as Fortune offer'd him, of ta- 
king the moſt Opulent and Glorious City 
mn the VYorld : For there was an Irreconc1- 
lable Schiſm broke*forth between the Chur- 
ches of the Eaſt and Weſt. There were 
Two or Three Popes at the fame time, quar- 
relling in Rome for the Supremacy z there - 
was: a VVar of | Fifty ,Years ſtanding 
between the French and the Eng, which 
unhingd all the Comrts in Exrope. The 
Chriſtians had long before , by dear-bought 
Experience. (the Loſs of many Hundred 
Thouſand Men; and Infinite Sums of Mo+ 
ney, conſum'd-in thoſe vain and raſh Expe- 
ditions, which they SanQtified with. the ſpe- 
cious - 


230 Letters Writ by Vol.VII, 


cious Title of the Holy War;)found,that it was 
not eaſie to wreſt one Town of og 


out of the Hands of the Tenacious A1u(ſul- 
mans; much leſs to defend it long, or fave 
their moſt im portant Cities from the F ury of 
aTurki/hReprizal.Theywere fick and ſurfeited 
with the Viſionary Stuff of Perer the Her- 
mit ; and all Illuminato's ike him, grew 
out of Faſhion. Every Prince and State 
in Weſtern Chriſtendom, began to mind their 
own intereſt, ' No more Enthuſiaſtick Tales 
of that Kind wou'd go down : The Great 
Ones had open'd their Eyes. : x 
Beſides, he that was then Emperonr of 
Greece, Conſtantinas Paleologus, was look d 
upon by the Chri/tians, as a Tyrant, the Oft- 
_E of Tyrants, and Uſurpers. The 
recrians {till retain'd the Black Memoirs of 
thoſe horrid and nefandous Tragedies, aGted 
by Michael Anrdromens,  Fohn, and Mangel, 
the Pedeceflors and Anceſtors of this Con- 
ftantine. And they had ſuch a particular 
Averſion for his Government , that tho' 
there were Infinite-Treaſures of Gold and 
Silver in the Hands of the Rich Citizens of 
Conſtantinople, when that City was befiegd 
by AMahemet II. yet no Man wou'd part 
with the leaſt Sum of Money, to ſupport the 
Pablick wr. But choſe rather-in a Kind 
of revengeful and deſperate Sullenneſs, to 


fall into the Hands of the Vitorious O/- 
mans, than to afford their Hated Sovereign 
any Relief. 


Thus 
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Thus fell that Queen of Cities, the Glory 
of all the Eaft, under the Power of our 
Puifſant Emperonrs, in whoſe Poſſeſſion it 
remains to this Day ; and may it ſo remain, 
till the 02 ſhall .be in her laſt Wane, 
and the Sz ceaſe to ſhine on the World, 

In the mean Time, I will entertain thee ex * 
Paſſant,as the French call it,with a N:ort View 
of the Chief Magnificences in Con/tantinople, 

That which firſt draws the Admiration of 
Travellers, is the Glorious Structure of Sax- 
04 Sophia, a Temple conſecrated tothe Eter- 
nal WISDOM, by which the Worlds 
were made : Built by the Emperour 7#/tr- 
nian with inimitable Magnificence; tho' af- 
terwards Spoil'd and Plunder'd of its chiefeſt 
Ornaments, by the greedy Soldiers of Aaho= 
met II. whom I have ſo. often mention'd; 
and-Six Parts of it entirely ſubverted by ſuc- 
ceeding Emperours. . | 

Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded 
Superſtition was the Cauſe of ſuch deplora- 
ble Ruines. What cari be ſaid of thoſe who 
demoliſh'd the S$b-Fana of the Third Tem- 
ple, celebrated in- the Univerſal Hiftory of 
the VVorld2 That- of Diana at Epheſms, 
' tis true, was the Pattern; yet twas not 
much 'beyond it. - Schelowo's boaſted Fane 
at Jeruſalem, . without Iron Pins or Nails, 
or other VVork of the Hammer, _ excell'd 
but a little in the Artifice and Symmetry, 
Indeed, the Luſtre - of Son's . Moſch, was 
more Radiant and Gloxious in'V Vorkman- 


ſhip of Gold, the VValls and Floor being 
OVCr- 
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over-laid with that Metal, and the Roof on 
the out-ſide was, as it were, ftndded with 
Spikes of Beaten Gold fo thick, that there 
was not Room for. a Bird to perch between 
them. And this was done to prevent the 
Prophanation of tiie Temple by their» mu- 
ting on it. 

VVhen the $-z ſhone in his full ſtrength, 
the covering of the Temple thus adorn'd, 
look'd like a Firmament glittering with In- 
numerable Stars. | 

But to return to the Loch of Santa So- 
phia, let us conſider it in its Primitive State; 
and we ſhall find fome Excellent Curiotites, 
Among the Reſt, there was a Candleftick. 
or Sconce of Beaten Gold, ſo admirably 
contrivd, That it ſpontaneouſly fed the 

owls of Seven Branches with a conſtant 
Stream of Oil, which by equal Meaſures 
flow'd into them, from the Hollow of the 
Shafr., So that if the Flame bur of one 
ſingle One, had wanted Aliment, all the 
Reſt muft have -been extinguifh'd at the 
ſame Time. _ 

The VValls of this Glorious 2L/ch, with- 
in and without, preſent the -Eye with no- 
thing but VVhite Marble, Porphyry; and 
ether ' Precious Stones. The Roof is of a * 
Prodigious Height, cover'd with Lead with- 
out, but proudly Oftentous of its inward 
Cieling, which 1s divided into Vaults and Ar- 
ches richly adorn'd with Golden Fret-work ; 
and ſupported by Pillars of Cyprian Jaſpers 
pureſt. V-Vhite Marble, and Porphyry. There 

© Ws 
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is 4' Marble Stone in the Afofch, had m + 
great Reverence-by the True Faithful, be- 
cauſe the Tradition goes, That on it Mary, 
the Mother of -Jelus , waſf'a the Ifant= 
Prephet's Linen, 

.T here are alſo under the 2L/ch, Innume- 
rable Vaules or Oratories, full of Altars and 
Sepulchres : But there is mo Acceſs to 
them, in Regard'the Doors are wall'd up. 

In a Place not far frong theſe, - you find 
Ten huge Veſlels full 'of 0 I, reſerv'd there 
ever-fince the Days-of Conſtantine the Great, 
yet remains Uncorrupted, being of Colour 
VVhite like . Milk. It -is an Inexpiable 
Crime for'any, but the Grand Signior's Phy- ' 
ficians or Surgeons, to uſe or touch it. And 
they compound- certain Medicaments with 
it, for the:Service of him/'and his-Seras/, 

Now --I- remember what'I have read-in 
a very Authentick H3/torian, coneerning an 
Oil made'by certain Holy Perſons who on- 
ly had the Secret of it, As-the Story foes, 
It was Extravted from the-Leaves and Chi 
.of VVood which -are-found floating in the 
Rivers that deſcend out of Paradsje. This 
Oil they : compounded with -other Ingre- 
gients, and rm'd- Cures / therewith, 
which were eſteem'd Miraculous. It was 
ſent from one Prince-to- another, as a' Sacred 
and .Irvaluable Treaſure, Till at laſt ir 
came into the "Hands-of the Eaſtern Parri- 
nrchs; who 'prefided - over the Chriſtians of 
the Greek, Armenian, and_Egytian Chun 
ehes; VVho pretend to the only true My- 
ery 


. Rery and Power of making it at this very 
Day. And that tho' the Ancient. Popes of 
Rome, were formerly preſented with a Year- 


ly Portion of it fo long as they remain'd in 


Communion with the Patriarchs of the 
Eaſt; yet after Vitor once had made the 
Fatal Schiſm, which never cou'd be healed 
fince,- the Holy Favour was denyd to 
his Succeſlors: VVho inſtead of” the Or 
nal Genuine Oil, were forc'd to counterfeit 
it, uſing a Spurious Unguent , to- preſerve 
the Authority of -their Religious Sacraments. 
And hence, they ſay, it comes to paſs, that 
few or none are ever healed by the Extreme 
Tuttion of the Latin Church. 
' God knows, whether this be Truth or-no, 
But I am apt.to-think, That the Ten Jarrs 
of Oil -before-mention'd. which lie ;under 
the! 44/ch of 4ja-Saphiay, are Reliques. of 
the Ancient Patriarchs of Conſtantinople ; 
who had the Secret of compounding the 
Myſterious Extract, | 

From the Place, where theſe Veſſels are 
kept, 'you; deſcend into. the Dormreories of 
Royal Qrtomen Carkaſles, the Soris of our 
Renowned ., Emperors.,. From thence you 
pals.into Two Caverns 3 One-leading directly 
to.the Serag/o, the; Other extending.it ſelf 
under the Buildings of the City,. by a vaſt 
long Tra& of Ground, I know no Uſe 


there is at preſent . of the Former Caye : but 


the Latter ſerves for a VVork-Roorn, to cer- 


tain poor Silk-Spinſters, .- | | 
| mY p 1 1M! This 
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Thes Letter wou'd be too tedious, it I 
ſhould. deſcribe all the other Xoſchs, and 
Buildings of Note in Conſtantinople. V Vhere- 
fore not to tire thee, I will reſerve what 
remains to be faid of that Glorious City, for 
| other Diſpatches. 

In the mean Time, with an AﬀeSRtionate 
Cinge of my Soul I bid thee Adieu : Praying 
God to let the; By the choiceſt Flowers of 

Humane Happinels. 


Paris, 14th. of the 5th. oor, 
of rhe Tear 1673, | 


EE; 


LETTER 


LETTER XVL. 


To Hamet, Reis Eftendi, Principal 
Secretary of- the Ottoman Em- 
Pre. ES ON 

N Ow I will perform the Promiſe I made 

thee long agoe; which was, to pre- 
ſent thee with an Jaea of the different 

Strength and Policies of theſe Nazarene KGng- 

doms and States ; :VYherein, . I will begin 

with Germany, which is, as it were, the 
laſt Retfenchment of the Declining Roman 

Empire, 

- The A»»als affirm, That in the Regs 

.of Charles V. when the 1fuſſulmans Invaded 

Auſtria with Innumerable Forces, that Em- 

perour oppos'd them with an Army of 

' 90000 Foot, and 30000 Horſe. Maximi- 

fax IL. went beyond him, and rais d roo000 

- Foot, and 35000 Horſe, Neither was Corn 

dear in fo vaſt an Army. It is certain, That 

the German Emperour can, upon Occaſion, 
ſend into the Field 200000 expert Soldiers, 

Ir is moreover obſery'd, That from the Year 

3560 of the Chriſtians Hegira, even to thele 

-preſent Times, there has been no VVar 

retween France, Spain, and. the Nether- 

lands, wherein many Thouſands of Germans 
Ther 


336 Letters Writ 6y Vol. VII 


>> or, +» =» m_ 45 ad hl a a - © fy 


Vol.VIT. 2Spyya PARTS. 327 


Their beſt /zfartry is gather'd out of Bawa- 
ria, Aaſtria, and Weſtphalia, And their 
choiceſt Cavalry come out of Brar/- 
wick, Fuliers, and Frankendal. Both: Foot 
and Horſe fight better and more ſucceſsfully 
in an Open ?lain or Field, than in Narrow, 
Covert Places, ſuch as Lanes and Woods e+c, 
For they are not good at taking Advantages 
of Ground, or at politick Skirmiſhes, and 
cunning Ambuſcades. They have not Pa- 
tience to lie long waiting the Enemies Mo- 
tions, neither care they to divide their Main 
Body into Fragments or Detachments ; but 
they love to wedge themſelves altogether in 
Form of a Triangle, and ſo march with 
grave and (low Pace, that ſo they may break 
through the Enemies, and confound their 
Order, which they eſteem a certain Step to 
Victory, They f2ht better alſo under a 
Foreign Commander, than a General of their 
own MVation.” They cannot endure the Hard- 
ſhips and AMictions of a long Siege ;. but 
when once they begin to ſmart for want of 
Proviſions, they ſoon Capitulate and Sur- 
render, Neither have they more Patience 
in a Camp to bear the Injuries of Weather : 
But they make haſt to ſer upon the Enemy, 
and decide the Quarrel in a pitch'd Combat : 
Wherem if their Firſt Onſet fail, they ſeem 
like Men Stupify'd, Aftoniſh'd,or in aTrance, 
not knowing whether they had beſt to renew 
the Afault, or to fly : And, if they oncetly, 
there's .no rallying them again. Yet thete 
Armies are not rais d without a vaſt Expence;, 

nor 


nor maintain'd without a greater, being cum- 

berd: with a Train of VVomen, Children, 
2nd S:rvants; who conſume the Proviſions 
of the Soldiers, fo that many Times they 
ſtarve for want of common - Ammunition- 
Bread. 

Their Horſes may be call d rather ſtrong 
than ſprightly, and bold ; being, for the 
moſt Part, taken from the Plough, or o- 
ther Rural Drudgeries. 1n. a word, they 
are like their Riders, Phlegmatick and Dull; 
having this alſo peculiar in their Conſtity- 
tion, that at the hight of Blood, they ſhrink, 
and are ready to faint : Whereas, the Spaniſh 


Horſe gather frefh Courage from this SpeCta- - 


cle. 
The Germans alſo have conliderable For- 


ces by Sea; but they ſeldom make Uſe of 
them, unleſs it be againſt -the Dazes and 
Swedes, Belides all this, their Auxiliary Ar- 


mies are not to be forgot, which they re- . 
ceive from the alias Princes; from the 


Dukes of $avoy ani Lorrain ; and ſometimes 
from the Truſty Suiſſes, 

But there are Two Things chiefly want- 
ing in this Empire, amidſt all its Numerous 
Forces: One is, Unity and Concord among 


the Subjects ; Another is, a fix'd Reſolution 
and Readincts to enterprize any Thing of | 


Moment. 7 heir Hans Towns are always ſea- 
lovs of the Neighbouring Princes. And 
theſe again give 'em Occaſion to ſuſpect their 
Fower, and hate their Intereſt, which they 
1o-otcen employ againtt them, by encroach- 
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ing on their Privileges. Then the Catho/rcky, 
and Proteſtants are always quarelling : And 
one Sect of Proteſtants, perpetually Perſe- 
cuting another. Hence it falls out, - That 
the-Princes go fo unwillingly and rarely to 


the Diets: And when they come there, they. 


ſpin. out fo much Time in adjuſting their 

ate Pretenſions, Claims, and Privileges ; 
in performing of State-Ceremonies ; and in 
deliberating concerning the Publick Good, 
whilſt every one contradicts his Neighbour, 
and Iabours with all his. Might to eſtabliſh 
his own Opinion, and get it paſsd into a 
Decree, by the SanCtion of the Dzet ; that 
befort they come to any Reſolves, an Expe- 
dittous and Potent Enemy might ruſh into 
the: Heart of the Country, and even take 
all theſe Northers Blockheads Priſoners. 


The German Empire is Eleftive ; and ' 


the Power of chufing Cz/ar, is in the Hands 
of Seven Princes. Theſe are Firſt, the 
Archbiſhop of Aentz,, Grand Chancellor of 
the . Empire ; in whoſe Cuſtody are the 4r- 
caves aud Decrees of the German Diets, 
The Second is, the Archbiſhop of Triers or 
Treves, Great Chancellor. of the Empire tor 


France, The Third is, the Archbiſhop of 


Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire for 
Italy, The Fourth 1s, the King of Bohemia, 
Cup-Bearer to the Emperor, The Fifth 1s, 
the Count Palatine of the Rhine, Maſter of 


the Imperial Palace. The Sixth is, the Duke 


of S$4x9:y, Marſhal or Sword-bearer to the 
Emperor, The Seventh and laſt is, the 2dar- 
Q 2 wt quis 
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quis of Brandenbargh, Great Chamberlain or 
Treaſarer ot the Engyre. 

Thete are reckon'd 25 Po/itick Princes, or 
Dakes in the Empire, 6 Marquiſſes, g Lanat- 
graves, g Archbiſh * and B:ſhops 47. Abbots . 
who-enjoy the Title and Dignity of Prin- 
ces 12. . Abbots of a lower Degree $2. 
With Innumerable Others too tedious to be 
nam'd. They reckon alſo 82 Comnts of 
Principal Note, beſides many of a Meager 
Figure. They number 49 Bardns and 
Free Lords, 9o Hans-Towns, and 106 Cir- 
cles of the Empire. | 

In the German Diets, this Order js wb- 
ſery'd : VYhen the Emperor is plac'd in the 
Throne , the Archbiſhop of Triers takes his 
Place juſt over againſt . him : He of ents 
fits next to the Emperor on. his Right 
Hand; the . Second Place belongs to, the 
King of Bohemia; and the . Third to the 
Count Palatize of the Rhine, On the Em- 
peror's Left Hand, the Archbiſhop of Colex 
takes the Firſt Place; the Dake of Saxony 
the next; and the arquis of Brandenburgh 
the Third, _ 

The Hans-Towns, which acknowledge no 
other Lord but the Emperor, are grovern'd 
by . their own Municipal Laws and Prine- 
es, In ſome 'of them, the Common People 
bear Rule; in others, a Mixture of the 
Commons and Nobles, and many of them 
vholly obey the Nobility, 

No Man falutes by the 7itle of Emperor, 
him whom the Princes have EleGted to-that 
Dignuty, 
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Dignity,till he be crown'd by the Pope or uf- 
ti of Rome.They call himCeſar, or King of the 
Komans,orKingot Germany: but not Emperor, 
tilltheCorongtion is finiſh'd. Nor does the Em. 
peror,even after he is Crown'd and Eftabliſh'd 
in the Throne, exerciſe an Abſolute Power in 
all things ; Afﬀaiss of Importance being ge- 
nerally referr'd to the P-4blick Diets or Divans 
of the Empire : Where the Eleftoral Princes 


meſtick Animoſities, and Foreign Engage- 
ments, both on Religions and Politick Ac- 
counts ; it is a Miracle that this tottering 
Empire ſtands fo leng, and does not fall to 
Ruin: Eſpecially being environ'd and almoſt 
continually aflaulted by Three Potent Ene- 
mies, the\King of Sweden,the King of France, 
and our [vincible Monarch. Not to men- 
tion the frequent Incurſions of the 2Lo/covire; 
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and Tartars ; the: Revolts of the Hungar:- 
ans, Tranſhlvanians, Boſnians, Croats, and 
other Nations which: are counted Members 
of the German Empire, But he abounds in 
Men and Money, with all other Neceflaries 
to ſupport his Wars: There not being a more 
Rich and Populous Region on Earth than 
* Germany, | 

Sage Hamet, when the determined Period 
3s come, God will abaſe the Pride of theſe 
L fidels by the Hands of the Trae Believers : 
1 he. Riches of the ej? ſhall become rhe 
Spoil of Eaſtern Hero's; and the Poſterity 
of Shem ſhall take Root in the Cities of 
Japhet, | 

May'ſt thou live till that Time, to tri- 
*-pph in the-Glory of the Hoxſe of J/maet, 
«hen they ſhall be exalted more than in 
the Ages that are palt, 


Paris, gth. of the 7th, Icon 
of the Tear 1673. : 


LETTER 
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LETTER. XVII, 


fo Cara Hali, Phyſician zo the 
| Grand Signior. 


4 Memory 1s like the Smell of In- 
' cenſe ; refreſhing as V Vine of Tenedus 
Na Goblet of pure Gold. VVhen my 
Heart is almoſt dead with Melancholy ; 
when I can find no Pleaſure in Company 
abroad,” and the -very Elements of which 1 
am made, frown upon me; when the Time 
of Night forces me to come home Sighing, 
as to a Priſon, and the Hangings of my 
Bed-Chamber look dull and ſeem ro be 
painted with horrid Tragedies: In- a word, 
when every Thing in Nature appears in 
an- angry threatning Fit, then I think of 
thee, my Friend, and that Thought relieves 
me. Thy belov'd 1dea is a perfeCt Talisman, 
working VVonders in my Soul. - It Charms 
or Countercharms, as my Occaſions do 
require, No Fears, or Griefs, or other 
Melancholy Paſſions dare abide its Dn : 
As ſoon as it appears, each baneful Thought 


O 


- 18 gone; the Troops of ſad Chimera's va- 


niſh like the Morning Miſts before the Sun: 
Thou art as a ſtrong Fower or Fortrets, 
where I can take Sariftuary from my Ene- 
mies: An Impregnable Cittadel ſeated on 
the Top of a. high Rock : From whence 
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I can look down with Scoxn on my Perſe” 
cutors beneath ; poſſefling my elf in per” 
tect Security, 

I dare not ſo much as vent my Thoughts 
to another, tho' a AMrſſulman, for fear of 
tome untoward Conſequence : $0 Induftrid 
ous is the Malice of moſt Men ; fo vigilant 
and ſtudious for an Opportunity of doing 
Miſchief. And as for theſe I»fidels, my 
Converſation is, for the moſt part, Hi/trionick, 
Tam conſtrain'd to aCt to the Lite, a very 
Zealous Chriſtian and a Catholick; When, 
God knows, my Heart keeps not ttme'with 
my Exteriour ACGtions and Words, Not 
bur that there are Scepricks among ' the 
Chriſtians; as well as among the" Trxe- Beli- 
ver5; But they are generally yery private 
and reſerv'd : For open Blaſphemy, ' or what 
3s reputed ſo here, 1s certainly: 'puniſh'd 
with Death. *© | aa 

ſometimes meet with Ingenious and 
Candid Souls, with whom I can diſcourſe 
freely, and like a Man that doubts of many 
Things, which others currantly believe. 
Yet we dare not truft each other roo far, nor 
the very Air into which our Words vaniſh, 
after it has help'd to form 'em ; leſt ſome 
{ly envious Demon, ſhou'd catch the trah- 
hent ſound, and reverberate the yet articu- 
lated Body of Particles which made it, into 
{ome Inquiſitive Ear, to ruine us. For there 
are certain buſie Goffiping Eccho's, ſcat- 
ter'd up and down the Elements, which are 
2Iways liftning ro the Words of _— 
An 


k 
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And if the ſpightful Z/ves can but take Hold 
of any Syllable, to do a Man an Injury» 
they are big till they have vented it, Yet 
they make no Shew nor Noiſe, but whiſper 
out their Tales in Secret; ſometimes in 
" Dead of Night, when Men are faſt alleep; 
at other times when they are deeply muking 
on the hidden Things of Nature, For, tis 
only to the V Viſe, the Sage, the Noble, and. 
the Great, that they. reveal theſe Paſlages, 
beeauſe *tis ſuch alone have Ears to hear 
them. They . haunt the Bed-Chambers- of 
Kings and Princes, to tell 'emm News in 
Dreams. They are the ſwifteſt Couriers in 
the VVorld : For they have VVings, and 
fly from Coxrt to Court, . and trom one 
Climate to another in a Moments time. 
They're always buzzing in the Ears - of 
Stateſmen and great Politicians, to whom 
they ſhew the Dark Intrigues of Foreign 
and Domeſtick Enemies. Thus are Con- 
ſpiracies and Plots of Revels oft diſcover'd, 
tho' manag'd ner fo ſecretly. They vihr, 
now and then, the. Cloſets of Phile/ophers, 
and ſuch as love the Sciences : - Men of ab+- 
ſtracted Souls; whoſe Thoughts are volatile 
and pure, their Phancies lively and vegere; 
To.thele they unfold the covert Myſteries 
ot Nature, and ſhew 'em Things to come. 
They. frame th' 1dea's of remote unknown 
Events, which they imprint upon the Dus 
Ctile Minds of Prophets and Holy Meng 
Inſpiring . them,with ftrany e and ynaccouns 
table Preſages of what ſhall ſhortly happen 

Qs to 
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to themſelves or others, whether it be Good 
or Evil. For theſe Buſie-bodies are. the 
Daveghters of the World's great. Soul ; and 
they inherit an Univerfal Sente and Feeli 
of whatſoever happens in the Elements. 'Tis 
true, ſome Knowledge'they acguire by Study 
and- Obſervation, even as we Mortals do ; 
but at- a far fwifter Rate. Their Airy Bo- 
diesdo not 1o oppreſs their Intellectual Fa- 
culries, as our groſs Hulks of Fleſh do ours. 
We're forc'd to Dig and Plough, to Sow and 
Harrow for ſmall Returns of Science. Our 
SoiFts barren, it muſt be manur'd and cul- 
tivated with Art and Coft, before it yields 
& tolerable Harveſt of what deſerves the 
Name of Solid Knowledge, But theſe de- 
fecate- Tenants of the Air, have no more to 
do, bu: to be merely paſſive, and they ſtrejght 
learn every Thing : For the Eternal Saps- 
ence wanders through the Univerſe, to ſeek 
out ſuch as will or can imbibe her free Im- 
preſhons. She voluntarily {lides into recep- 
tive- Souls, and fills rhem with her Rays, 
Thus the Sublimer Gerz7 of the Air, bask in 
an open Orb-of Intellectual Light, becauſe 
they are embodied-in the moſt refin'd and 
r_ Matter : Whereas we Mortals, muſt 
e thankful for her INuminattons by. Rerail:. 
She only ſhines on us-through Chinks and 
Cranies of our Dungeon Fleſh : And yet 
but ſeldom ſo in direct Beams. Few Men 
can- beaſt that Privilege. The greateſt Part 
walk only in the Uncertain Twilight of Opi- 
nion;_ or at-beſt in the faint languid Glim- 
merings. 
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merings of Humane Reaſon, which like the 
Aon, conveys the Original Light of Science' 
to us b RefleRion, and at ſecond. Hand. 
. We'refain to learn from Books, from Con- 
verſation; and Experience. 

Courteous Hali, - thou wilt pardon the 
Confuſedneſs and want of Order in this 
Letter, when thou ſhalt conſider the Force 
of Melancholy which firſt prompted me to 
write it. For, being. very ſad, ' and oyer- 
caſt with Clouds of .dark and gloomy 
Thoughts, which different. Paſſions caus'd 
to juſtle one agajuſt- another in my troubl'd 
Mind ; I knew not how to eſcape the Tem- 
peſt better than by writing to thee, my Lear-- 
ned Friend, tho' only to expreſs my Circum- 
{tances.For when I began,I knew not what to 
fay ; but 'twas an Eaſe to write at random, 
any Thing to breath my Heart, and. venti- 
late my Spkten. But the Specifick Remedy. 
of my Grief conliſted in addreſſing. to thee, 
my Dear Phyſician, whoſe very -Remem- 
brance 1s a Carhvlicon, proot againſt. all my 
Maladies. 

Adien, thou «A:calapins of the Otramans, 
and live for ever, 


Paris, 15th. of the 8th. Ion, 
of the Tear 1673. 


LETTIE R? 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Muſu Abul Yahyan, Profeſſor 


of Philofophy at Fez. 


Hou ſhalt ſee,That I am a Man of my 

VVord, and will keep my Promiſe : 

For this Diſpatth contains a farther De- 

icription ' of Conſtantinople , which I en- 
zag d to preſent thee with in my laſt. 


This Famous City is SixteenMilesin Circuit, 
and contains Nine Hundred Thouſand In- 
habitants. *'Tis - divided into T bree Parts, 
by the Intercourſe of certain Arms of the 
Sea; and almoſt forms the- Figure of a 


Triangle. The VValls are of an Incredible 


Height, and encompaſs SeveniHills within 
their Extent, One 1s near the Grand Sig- 
mor's Serail : Another is in the Oppoſe 
Corner.of the City, which leads to Aariano- 


pie. Berween Two others, there lies a Plain, 


which is call'd- the Great Valley. In this is 
to be ſeen an Aquedu&t of Admirable Con- 
trivance and StruCture, . the--V Vork - of 
Conſtantine the Great, who by his convey'd 
VVater to the City from Seven Miles di- 
tance. Solyman I. augmented it, by open- 
ing a Current of V Vaters Two Miles beyond 
the Source of Conſtantinople, which run 
through Seven Hundred and Forty Pipes 

nts 
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into the City ; befides thoſe which ſerve 
the o/ques, the Bathes, and Houſes ot 
Purification. 

At the Extremity of the Town is ſeen 
the Antique Building”of a Fortreſs, which 
is call'd, the Caſte of the Seven Towers; a 
VVork of Inimitable Architedture, There 
1s a Garriſon in it of Two Hundred and 
Fitty Soldiers, not one of which dares to 
ſet his Foot out of the Caſtle Gates without 
the Leave of the Vizir Azem, unlefs it' be 
on Two certain Days in the Year; That is, 
the Firſt of Beiram and Ramezan, 

In this Place formerly the Ottoman Em- 
perowrs us'd to lay their Treaſures of Gold 
and Silver ; their Arms and Ammunition 
their Books, and whatſoever they eſteem'd- 
Precious, But Amaras the Son of Sel. 
1145 II. tranſlated all theſe Things into the 
Serail; where they have been kept ever 
fince : And this Caſtle is turn'd into a Priſon 
for Kings and Princes taken Cann by the 
True Faithfal ; as alſo for Rebellious Baſe s 
and other Perfons of Quality. Here vreſ- 
qui, Vayvad of Moldavia, was ſhut up in the 
Year 1617. of the Chriſtians eAzra, And 


. in the Year 1622. of the ſame Date, the 


Rebellious Fanizaries Impriſoned their So- 
vereign Lord, S-/tan Oſman, whom after- 
wards they firang1'd in the ſame Place, 
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There are above Two Thouſand Moſques, 
Oratories, and Sepulchres within the V Valls 
of —__ I have already deſcrib'd 
that lg gen in my laſt. It remains 
now, that I ſpeak. of: Four others, built by 
ſome of our former Emperors. The Firſt and 

Chiefeſt, was built by S#/ra» dabowet II. to 
expreſs his Gratitude to God for the Taking 
of « Conſtantinople, It 1s a Magnificent Stru- 
Gture, raisd. according, to the Pattern of 
Santa Sophia, He causd a Hundred ſtate- 
Iy Cham to be built round-.about it, 
both for the Service of the Imawm's and Mdol- 
lah's who belong to the /ch; and for the 
Entertainment of Strangers , let them be of 

what Nation or Religion ſoever. He rais'd 
alſo” Fifry other Chambers without theſe, 
for the Uſe of the-Poor : And endowed the 
Maſque with Sixty Thouſand Duckats of 
Yearly Revenue, | 

The Second Moſque was built by Baja- 
zet II.the Son of this dabowmer. The Thud 
- was built by. Se/ymesT. The Fourth by Soly- 
man the Magnificent, The Three laft of theſe 
Princes he buried, each in his own Afoſch, 
under Monuments of a Superb Figure : In- 
numerable Lamps burning over them and 
round about them , night and day , whilſt 
* certain. Aollah's pray by. Turns, without 
cealing , for the. Health of. the Departed 
Rojal Souls, : 

But the laſt of theſe 2f/chs which was 
built, as I have faid, by Sultan Solymas; far 


exceeds all. the Reſt, and comes not ſhort of 
= Sautla 
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Sanfta. Sophia, in the Richneſs of Marble; 
Porphyry, and other excellent Materials, 
Fer o_ | þ ra _ and- 
apels in Conſtant! , Where the - 
form the Nazarene Worth ip. The > 
»4axs have Four. Thoſe of the Latin Com- 
min have but One, with a College annex'd- 
to-it for a certain. Number of Jeſwits. | This 
is ſeated in Pera, which is a kind of Subwre 
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The Jews have great Liberty-inthe /mpe- 
rial Ciry. Their Habitations are Contigu- 
ous, taking -up Nine Principal Streets , 
and they Love Eight and Thirty $4 


gognes, - 
The Walls of the City remain very entire; 


and are double toward. the Land,” There 
are Nineteen-Gates in them ; One of which 
is call 'd the Holy Gate, in Reſpe&t. of a vaſt 
Multitude of Chri/tian Saints: who lie bu- 
riedin a Chapel hard by it. _ It was through 
this Gate, that Adahomet 1T. made his-Tri- 
umphant Entry into Conſtantinople, on Pur- 
poſe, as it were, to prophane the reputed 
Sanity of :the Place, and inſult o'er their 
Falſe Gods ;, whilſt he came to eſtabliſh the 
Law and Worſhip of the Only True God; 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

There are, Abundance of Antique Monu- 
ments in the City, as Pyramids and Obelisks 
of Admirable Figure. and Contrivance, - In 
one Place, there are Three Serpents. of Mar- 
ble, ſtretching themſelves. to the Height of 
Two. Men, and. mutually twifting on 
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each other. The Report goes, That theſe 
were erected by a Maziciay, at a Time 
when the Citizens were much infeſted with 
Living Serpents, and that by ths Enchant- 
ment they were freed. | 

One of theſe has a Wound in the Neck, 


which was given it by dabomet IT.) when: 


he rode into the das renls City. For, he 
beholding the Horrid 7ab!, _ gueſſing 
right, that it was the Work of ſome /44a- 
gician, Was movd with Holy Zeal and 
Indignation. Wherefore, couching his 


Spear, and giving Spurs to his Horſe, he, 


ran full Tilt againſt it, and wounded one 
of the Serpents in the Neck, which is ſeen 
to this Day. 

In the ſame Pavement there ſtands a very. 
Elegant Column of Ruſtick Workmanſhip, 


as they call it: The Marbles of which it 


conſiſts, being faſtned together without the 
Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or any 
other Cement, It has within a winding 
Stair-Ca{e, by which one may go'up to the 
Top. | 
In this Place, which 1s call'd the FHppo- 
drome, the Ottoman Granaees exerciſe them- 
ſelves on Horſebacs, and ſometimes the 
Grand Signior himfclt {Eſpecially on great 
Feftivals, 

Round about it, there are above Two 


Thouſand little Shops of Taylors or Bot-. 


chers, for the Uſe of thoſe who would have 
their Garments mended, fcowr'd and po- 


iſh'd at a ſmall Price, And yer out of on 


— —— 
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ſo contemptible a Trade, the Grand Signior 
receives a Yearly Cuſtom of Eleven Thou- 
ſand Zequins, By this thou may't take an 
Eſtimate of his other Revenues, which flow 
into his Coffers from all Parts of fo vaſt an 
Empire. 

There are above Fourty Thouſand Ware- 
Touſes and Shops of Merehants, Brokers, 
Pedlars, 'Huckſters, and ſuch like Callings 7 
Each Trade having their proper &axzar, or - 
Mercat, according to the Quality of the 
Goods they ſell. But there 15 one more 
Eminent than all the reſt, which is called 
Bayſtan; were be Goldſmiths, Jewellers,and 
ſuch as deal in any Manner of fine and coſt- 
ly Things. This Place is environ'd with 


Town. | 
In this wealthy Mercat, there is. a Gallery 
or P:azz4 neatly arch'd and ſupported by 
Twenty Four Pillars. Under this, there 
are Abundance of little Shops, Six Foot 
long, and Four in Breadth. Here all thoſe 
precious Commodities are expos'd to Sale 
on Tables or Counters, and with their 

Luſtre dazle the Eyes of ſuch as paſs by. 
Thou may'ſt- allo conjeture at the vaſt 
Gains of theſe Merchants, by the Rates 
which they pay to the Grand Sigmor, only 
for their Licenſe to ſell in this Place. I 


have known one Man, that was my pow” 
cular 


354 Letters Writ by Vol.VII. 


cular Acquaintance, give Yearly Two Thou- 
ſand Franks for this Liberty ; and he told 
me, That no 'Man cou'd enjoy the Freedom 
of the Place under that Price, unleſs he had 
great Favour ſhewn him, which is very rare ; 
ar even then it wou'd not be much aba- 
red. | 

As one paſles from this Mercat one way, 
there ariſes a ſtatelyColumn of Porphyry,be- 
girt in many Places with Iron Hoops : And 
little diſtanr you ſee another more Lofty than 
this : It is call d the Hiſtorical Column, bemg 
engraven all over with the Figures of Men, 
In this alſo, there is a Stair-Caſe-to the Top, 
but much broken, and in Danger of falling, 
if it were not ſtrengthen'd and held together 
with vaſt Hoopsof Iron, 

The next thing worthy to be ſeen, is: the 
Old Palace of Conſtantine the Great : Wor- 
thy I fay to be ſeen, only for its Antiquity 
for it is no very Elegant Building ; yet it 
has' this Commendation,” That it ſtands in 
the pureſt and moſt wholſome Air of the 
whole City. | 

There is another Mercat alſo wall 'd in, be- 
ſides that of the Goldſmiths, &c. Which has 
a Piazza ſupported by Sixteen Pillars. In 
this are {01d all manner of Silks. And a little 
way off from this, is the Bazar, where th 
ſell Slaves. So great are the Gains of this 
Traffick, that thoſe who uſe it, pay to the 
Grand Signior, by way of Cuſtom, the Year- 
ly Sum of Sixteen Thouſand Zequizs, 


The 
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The Vintners, Victuallers, and Sutlers, 
who ſell Wine to the Chriftians and Jews, 
and privately to the 24u{[ulmans, pay Yearly 
Fifry Eight Thouſand, Seven Hundred and 
Eighty Eight Zequine, The very Fiſher-men 
ot C onſtantinople who live along the Strand, 
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thou- 
{and Three Hundred Ninety Four Zeqmins. 
The Corn- Market, where all Sorts of Grain, 
Pulſe, Meal and Flower are ſold, pays Year- 
Iy into the Treaſury 14 Purſes of Money, 

each Purſe being worth a Thouſand Six 
Hundred, Thirty and Three Zequins. "The 
Egypuan Merchants, who bring their Goods 
from Alcaire- to ſell them at Conſtantinople, 
pay 24 Purſes. The Fraught of all Foreign 
Merchant Ships, makes up 180 Purſes of 
Gold. I have mention'd the Value of each 
Purſe before. The Great Shambles without 
the City, pays -32 Purſes. There ſerve in 
ins Place 256 Butchers, oyer whom there is 


their Beaſts after their own-Faſhion, The 
Reaſon why the Shambles is without the 
City is for P#rity's Sake, leſt the City be pol- 

i - rIrn 
tis Im e to caſt up the Prodigious 
Revenue which ariſes to the Grand Signiar 
from the Sale of Hungarian Sheep and Oxen 
im the toth, and 11th. I4ons, But thou 
may {> 


— 
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may | comprehend that it is very Great, 
when ſometimes in one Days time there 
are fold 25000 Oxen, and 40000 Sheep. 

Neither is it more eafie to reckon up his 
Incomes from the Sale of Houſes, Skifts, 
Galleys, Saicks, and bigger Veſſels. Be- 
fides, it would be too tedious for one Letter, 
What ſhall I fay of the T7ibxte which the 
- Jews and Chriſtians pay,. amounting Year- 
ly to a Prodigious Sum cf Money 2 Time, 
Paper, Ink, and Human Patience it ſelf 
would fail, in rehearſing ſo many Particula- 
rities, 

But thou may'ft frame a Regular Judg- 
ment of the Immenſe Riches which the 
Grand Signior 1s poſleſs'd of; when thou 
ſhalt know, that there is a 24int in the 
Imperial City where Four Hundred Men per- 
petually labour in coining new Money, ha- 
ving a Preſident orQverſeer who ſuperviſes the 
Worl, who mult he 8 Gaia, 55 2 1pecial 
Privilege granted to that Nation by our 1u- 
nificent Emperors; becauſe the Mines of 
Silver and Gold, are within the Limits of the 
Grecian Empire, So' that none but Greeks 
_ admitted to affift at this curious Artt- 

ce. 

The Preſident 1s oblig'd every New Moon 
to ſend into the Szrail/ Ten Thouſand Ze- 
quins of Gold, and Twenty Thouſand in 
Silver. For ſuch is the Pleaſure of the 
Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace ſhould 
always abound with fair New Money. 


Sage 
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Sage 24»ſu, aſlure thy (elf, . that. Conſtar- 
tinople is the Grand Treaſury, Exchequer, or 
Banque of the whole Earth : Where all the 
Riches of the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, 
and .of the Seven Climates, are r 
and laid up as in their proper Center. . But 
I have more to ſay in another Letter concer- 
ning this Glorious City. - Only Time juſt 
now gave me a Prick with the end of his 
Scyth, to put mein Mind of an Urgent Aﬀair 
not to be neglected this moment, Wherefore 
in haſt Adieu. | 


Paris, 21ſt, of the 8th, oor, 
of the Tear, 167 3. 


THE END. 
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BOOKS lately Printed 
for Hen. Rhodes, i Fleet- 
{treet. 


YT. A Onafticon Arglicanum s or, The 
Hiſtory of the Ancient Abbies, 
and other Monaſteries, Hoſpitals, Ca- 
thedral and Collegiate Churches, - in 
England and Wales, With divers French, 
Iriſh, and Scotch Monaſteries formerly 
relating to England, Colleted, and 
Publiſhed in Latin, by Sir William Dug- 
dale, Knt. late Garter King of Arms, 
In Three Volumes. And now Epito- 
mized in Engliſh, Page by Page. With 
Sculptures of the ſeveral Religious Ha- 
bics. In Filio, Price 105. 


2. The Hiſtery of Father La Chaiſe, 
Teſuite, and Confeſlor to Lewis XIV, 
the Preſent King of France : Dilcove- 
ring the Secret Intriegues by him car- 
ried on, as well in the Court of Eng- 
land, as in all the Courts of Europe, to: 

- advance 


[y 
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A Catalogue of Books, &c. 


advance the Great Deſigns of the King 
his Maſter ; with Letters that paſs'd 
betwixt the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, 
Father Ls Chaiſe, and the French King. 
Made Engliſh from the French Or1- 


ginal, 


In i2s. Price'2 5s. 64, 


3. An Antidote againſt a Careleſs Indif- 
Ferency in Matters of Religion. Being a 


Treatile in Op 


olition to thoſe that 


believe, That all Religions are- Indif- 
ferent, and that it Imports not what 
Men Profeſs. Done out of French. 
With an Introduction, by Anthony 
Horneck, D. D. Chaplain. in Ordinary 
to Their Majeſties. 


4+ The Preſent Court of Spain 3 or, 

The Modern Gallentry of the Spaniſh 

Nobility unfolded. In ſeveral Hiſto- 

ries: And Seventy. five Letters from 

the Enamour'd Tereſa, to her Beloved 

the Marquis of Marnſcra. 7 the Inge- 
O 


nious Lady—— Author 


the Me- 


moirs and Travels into Spam. Done 
into Engliſh by 7. P. In 125. 
Price 2 5. 6 d. 


F- Toe 
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A Citalogue of Books, &c. 
« The Triumph Royal: Containing 
2 ſhort Account of the moſt Remarka- 
ble Battels, Sieges, Sea-fights, "Treaties, 
and Famous Atchievements of the Prin- 
ces of the Houſe of Nzſau, &c, De- 
{cribed in the Triumphal Arches, Py- 
ramids, Pi&ures, Inſcriptions at the 
Hague, in Honour of King 7:!/;iam II, 
of England, &c. Curiouſly engraven 
in 62 Figures in Copper Plates, with 
their Hiſtories. In 8v0. 


6. Voyqges and Travels over Fufope: 
Containing all that is moſt Curious in 
that Part of the World. Done out of 


French, In Two Parts. . In 12 5. 


Ail' Printed for Hen. Rhodes, at- the 
Star, the. corner -of Bride-lane, 3» 
Fleet-ſtrect. 
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